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Mr, Sp£a^£R^ 

X THANK you for pointing to me. I really ^ 
wished much to engage your attention in an 
early stage of the debate. I have been long very 
deeply, thougb perhaps ineffectually, engaged in 
the preliminary enquiries, which have continued 
without intermission for some years, lliough I 
have Mtf witii some degrcfe of sensibility, the na-' 
tural and inevitable impressions of the several mat- 
ters of fact; as they have been successively disclos- 
ed, I have not at any time attempted to trouble 
you on the merits of the subject ; and very little 
on any of the points which incidentally arose in 
the coarse of our proceedings. But I should be- 
sorry to be found totally silent upon this day. '■■ Our 
enquiries are now come to their final issue : — It is 
now to be determined whether the three years 
of laborious parliamentary research, whether tber 
twenty years of patient Indian suffering, are ta 
produce a substantial reform in our eastern Bdtni* 
nistration; or whether our knowledge of the 
grievandes has abated our zeal for the correction 
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4 »££CH ON MR. FOx's 

of them> and our very enquiry into the evil was 
only a pretext to elude the remedy which is de» 
umnded from us by humanity, by justice^ and by 
every principle of true policy. Depend upon it» 
this business cannot be indifferent to our fame. It 
will turn out a matter of great disgrace or great 
glory to the whole British nation. We are on a 
conspicuous stage, and the world marks our de« 
ineanour. 

I am therefore a little concerned to perceive the 

spirit and temper in which the debate has been 

all along pursued upon one side of the house. The 

declamation of the gentlemen who oppose the bill 

has beeq abupdant apd vehement ; but they have 

been reserved and even silent about the fitness or 

unfitness of the plap to attc^in the direct object it 

has in view, fiy soipe gentlen^en it is taken up 

(by w^y pf ei^ercise I presume) as a point of law 

on a question of private property, and corporate 

franchise : by others it is regarded as the petty in** 

trigiie of a faction ^t court, and argued merely 

as it tends to set this man a little higher, or that a 

little lower in situation and power. All the void 

has been filled up with invectives against coalition ; 

with allusions to the loss of America; with the 

activity and inactivity pf ministers. The total 

silence of these gentlemen concerning the interest 

und well-being of the people of India, and concern-* 

ing th§ interest which this nation has in the com^ar 

mwce 
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mefce and revenues of that counti'y, is a strong 
indication of the value ivbich they set upon these 
objects. 

It has been a little painful to tne to observe the 
intrusion into this important debate of such com-" 
pany as quo warranto^ and mandamus^ and certio^ 
ran i as if we were on a ti'ial about mayors and 
aldermen, and capital burgteses; or engaged in a 
suit concet*nitig the borough of Penfyn, or Saltash/ 
or St. Ives^ or St Mawes. Gentlemen have argued 
with as much heat and passion, as if the first things 
in the world were at stake; and their topiclcs are 
such, as belong only to matter of the lowest and 
meanest litigation. It is not right, it is not worthy 
of us, in this manner to depreciate the value, to 
degrade the majesty, of this grave deliberation of 
policy and empire. 

For my part, I have thought myself bound, 
when a matter of this extraordinary weight came 
before me, not to consider (as some gentlemen are 
so fond of doing) whether the bill originated from 
a secretary of state for the home department, or 
firom a secretary for the foreign, from a minister 
of influence or a minister of the people; from 
Jacob or from £sau^. I asked myself, and I asked 
myself nothing else, what part it was fit for a 
member of parliament, who has supplied a medio^ 

f An allusion made by Mr. Ppwis. 
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6 SPEECH ON MR. F09(:'s 

crity of talents by the extreme of ^iffoce^ ^Bd 
who has thought himself obliged, by the re&esrctf 
of years, to wind himself into the inmost re^^sfsk 
and Ifibyrinths of the Indian d^l, what pait, I 
say, it became such a member of pfirlii^ip^t tQ 
take, when a minister of state^ in copformity to if 
recommendation from the throne, has broug|b$ 
before us a system for the better government of 
the territory and commerce of the east In thi^ 
Ught, and in this oa\y, 1 will trouble you with my 
sentiments. 

• It is not only agreed but demanded, by the 
fight honourable gentleman*, and by those wb9 
act with him, that a rvkole system ought tp b? 
produced ; that it ought not to be an half measure; 
that it ought to be no paUiative; but a legislatire 
provision, vigorous, substantial, and effactive.-* 
I believe that ho man who understands the sub- 
ject can doubt for a moment, that tiiose must be 
the conditions of any thing deserving the i^ame 
of a reform in the Indian goventQent; tbif any 
thing short of thena woulf} not only be delusive 
but, in this matter which admfts no sn€c|iuio, 
noxious in the extrcipe. 

To all the conditions proposed by his adversaries 
the mover of the bill perfectly i^ree^ ; ai^d on hit 
performance of them he x^^ his c^use. Qn the 

• Mr. Pitt. 

other 



witb regard to the effioie^cgr^ ^^ ^gour, or tii^ 
fiO^ipl^tenefs 9f,tbe 4<h^e, I ftm ^i^^^re i^« 
ranted to assume as a tbidg adiip|i1|te(|l^ jtbi|t the 
ySXt actsopaplish ivhi^t typt^i «i4«3 ^f t;he house de^^ 
raand aa essential. The end is completely answer- 
(^^ so j^ 1^ the direct and ianofjdiile object is 
i^cerned. 

But tbougli there are no direct, y^t thete are 
various collateral objections madej objection^ from 
l^he effects which this plan of reform for Indian ad* 
ilfunistration inay have on t|ie privileges of ^reat 
publick bodies in England ; from its probable in- 
^uence on tl;)e constitution^ riglits, or on the free^ 
dom aod ifit^ity of thf; several hranph^s of thf 
)t^islatufei 

. B^re I pmswejr these ol^eptions^ I must begleayf 
tQ obsert<e9 that if we lure not able to contrive 
^o|ne ijfietbod of governing India w^^ ivl^i^h will 
jQot of i)ecjsssi|;y l^cotqe }lie mesins of gpyerniog 
Great Britain ilij a ground ^ laid for (heir et^rnfd 
separetiop ; ]^ut nope for sacrificing tbff people of 
that country tp our cppstitutiop. > % %ip howeyef 
.% ^ni being persuaded thfit any si|ch imcomp%- 
jtibility of interest does at all ei^ist Qn the con« 
^tr^ I am certaip that every Oj^^ps^ elfectujed Vf 
preserve Indi^ frpm oppressiopj i# !| guard to prff 
serve the British constitution ^<xo^ \\$ ^orst corr 

ruptiom 
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tri'ptian. To she^v Ais, T wffl amsnder t&e otrpec- 
doosy whicL F tbbk sre fbrir. 
' Tst Tliat the bill is an attack on t&e diartered 
rigfaiai of mctr. 
2dly. That it iftcreases tiic mfiuence of Ac 

crown. 
adty. That it docs ntft increase, fcit diminisbcsy 
the inftuence of the crowi!, na order to pro^ 
mote the interests of certain ministsrs and 
their party. 
4tbly. That it deeply affects the national credit. 
As to the first of these objections ; I most ob^ 
serve that the phrase of " the chartered r%hts (^ 
** men^" is foil of affectation ; and wry unosnal 
in the discussion of privileges conferred by charters 
of the present description. But it is not difficult 
to discover what end that ambiguous mode of ex- 
pression, so often reiterated, is meant to answer. 

The rights of mfffy that is to say, the natural 
rights of mankind, are indeed sacred things ; and 
if any publick measure is proved mischievously to 
aftect them, the objection ought to be fatal to that 
'measure, even if no charter at all could be set up 
tf^ainst it. If these natural rights are further af- 
"firmed and declared by express covenants, if they 
are clearly defined and secured against chicane, 
against pofrt^ and authority, by written instru- 
ments and poa^ve engagements^ they are in a still 

better 



JSAST^IUDIA BILL. 9 

better condition: they partake not only of the 
sanctity of the object so secured, but of. tl^at so- 
lemn publick faith itself, which secures ah object 
of such importance. Indeed this formal recogni- 
tion, by the sovereign power, of an original right 
in tlie subject, can never be subverted, but by 
TOOttog up the holding radical • principles of go* 
.-vemment, and even of society itself. The char* 
ters, which we call by dktinction greaty are publick 
instruments of this nature; I mean the charteis 
of king John and king Henry the third. The 
things secured by these instruments n^ay, without 
{my deceitful ambiguity, be very fitly called the 
chartered rights of men. 

Hiese charters have made the verv name of a 
dhartcr dear to the heart of every Englishman.-— 
But, Sir, there may be^ and there are charters, not 
only diffisrent in nature, but formed on principles 
the wry reverse of those of the great charter. Of 
-this kind is the charter of the East-India company. 
Magna charta is a Charter to restrain power, and 
to destroy monopoly. The East-India charter b a 
charter to establish monopoly, and to create power. 
' Political power and commercial monopoly are fi0t 
the rights of men ; and the rights of them derived 
from charters, it is fallacious and sophistical to call 
" the chartered rights of men." These chartered 
rights, (to speak of such charters and of their ef- 
fects in terms of Uie greatest possible moderation) 

do 
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• 

da at leai^t suspend the nttural rij^ts of i»a»|p4 
at terge ; and in tiieir very frame aad conatitirtkHi 
are liable tQ &U intp a di^ct vifAi^ttoii pf tbem. 

It is a charter of this latter deiSi^riptiQP Xth«t b 
to say a charter of power find monopoly) ni^bich is 
affected by the bill beforje you» The bill, Sir» does^ 
mthottt question, sSkct it ; it does affect it essen?^ 
tially and substantially. But having stated to you 
of what description the chartered rights are which 
this bill touches, I feel no difficulty at all io ac-* 
knowledging the existence of those chartered 
rights, in their fullest extent They belong to 
:tbe company in the surest manner; and they ar^ 
secured to that body by every sort of pubHck saoo* 
tion* They are stamped by the faith of the king ; 
they are stamped by the faith of parliament; they 
have been bought for moqey, for money honestly 
and feirly paid; they haye been bonight for va* 
loable consideration, over and ovet agaip. 

I therefore freely admit to the East- India com* 
pany their claim to exclude their fellow-subjects 
from the commerce of half the globe. I admit 
their claim to administer an annual territorial re* 
Temie of seven millions sterling ; to command an 
army of sixty thousand men; and to dispose^ 
(under the controul of a sovereign imperial dis-^ 
. cretion, and with the due observance of the na«^ 
- tural and local law) of the lives »nd fortunes of 
thirty millions of their fellow-creatures. All this 

they 



they po6se83 by charter and by acts of parliatiieDt| 
^ vfky opinion) without a 9hac)owjof contrqyersy« 
. Those who carry the rights a.nd claims of th^ 
company the furthest do not contend for fiiflra 
tijan tbi9 ; and ^11 this I freely grant But grant* 
log all this^ tliey oiust grant to me in my turn, 
thf^t all political poiyer which is set over men, and 
(h^t all privilege claimefl or exerpised in exclusion 
of them, t>^ing wholly artificial, and for so much 
a ilerogation frono the natural equality of mankind 
at large, ought to be some way or other exercised 
^Itiipately for their benefit 

If this is true with regard ^o every species of 
political dominion, and every description of com« 
nercial privilege, none pf which can be original 
^If-derived rights, or grants for the opere private 
benefit of the holders, then such rights^ or pnvU 
leg^, or whatever else you choose to call theni^ 
are all in the strictest sepse a trust; and it is of th^ 
irery essence of every trust to be rendered aocwntr 
abk ; and even totally to c^ase^ when it substan* 
tidily varies from the purposes for which alone i\ 
ieould have a lawful e^istepce* 

This I conceive, Sir, to be true of trusts of 
power vested in the highest hands, and of such as 
i^m to hold of no human creature. But i^bout 
the application of this principle to subordinate d^* 
rivative trusts, I do not see bow a controversy can 
be. maintained. T9 whom then would } m§ke tbf 
2 East- 
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£ast-India company accountable ? Why, to parlia-» 
xneni^ to be sure ; to parliament, from whom their 
trust was derived ; to parliament, which alone is ca- 
pable of comprehending the magnitude of its ob- 
ject^ and its abuse ; and alone capable of an effec* 
tual legislative remedy. The very charter, which 
is held out to exclude parliament from correcting 
malversation with regard to the high trust vested 
in the company, is the very thing which at once 
gives a title and imposes on us a duty to interfere 
with effect, wherever power and authority origi- 
nating from ourselves are perverted from their 
purposes, and become instruments of wrong and 
violence. 

If parliament, Sir, had nothing to do with this 
charter, we might have some sort of Epicurean 
excuse to stand aloof, indifferent spectators of what 
passes in the company's name in India and in Lon- 
don; But if we are the very cause of the evil; 
we are in a special manner engaged to the redress; 
and for us passively to bear with oppressions com- 
imitted under the sanction of our own authority, 
is in truth and reason for this house to be aii 
active accomplice in the abuse. 

That the power notoriously, grossly abused has 
been bought from us is very certain. But this 
circumstance, which is urged against the bill, be- 
comes an additional motive for our interference ; 
lest V. e should be thought to have sold the blood 

of 



of miliions of men, for the base considoratioti of- 
money. We sold, I admit, all that we had to 
sell; that is, our authority, not our controuL 
We had not a right to make a market of our 
duties. 

I ground myself therefore .on this principle — . 
tiiat if the abuse b proved, the contract is broken ; 
and we re-enter into all our rights ; that is, into 
the exercise of all our duties : Our own authority 
16 indeed as much a trust originally, as the com^ 
pany's authority is a trust derivatively ; and it is 
the use we make of the resumed power that must 
justify or condemn us in the resumption of iL 
When we have perfected the plan laid before us 
by the right honourable mover, the world wiU 
then see what it is we destroy, and what it is we 
create. By that test we stand or fall ; and by that 
test I trust that it will be found in the issue, that 
we are ^ing to supersede a charter abused to the. 
lull extent of all the powers which it could abuse^ 
and exercised in the plenitude of despotism, ty- 
ranny and corruption; and that in one and the 
same plan, we provide a real chartered security 
for the rights of men cruelly violated under that 
charter. 

This bill, and those connected with it; are in- 
tended to form the magna chart a of Hindostan,; 
Whatever the treaty of Westphalia is to the liberty 
gi the prii^ces jmd iqree cities of the empire, and 

to 
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t6 the &ree rei^ora there prof&sed-^Wiml^twefi 
the ^reat charter, the statute of t&Uege^ the peta*^ 
tkm of right, and the declaration of right, are to* 
Great Britain, these bills are to tiie people of Inc&u 
Of this benefit, I am certain, their condition is 
capable ; and when I know that they are capable 
of more, my vote shall most assuredly be for our 
^ving to the full extent of their capacity of re« 
ceiTing ; and no charter of dominion shall stand 
as a bar in my way to their charter of safety and 
protection. 

The strong admissbn I have made of the com*- 
pany's rights (I am conscious of it) binds me td 
do a great deal. I do not presume to condemn 
those who argue a priori^ against the prc^riety of 
leaving such extensive political powers in the hands 
of a company of merchants. I know much is^ 
and much more may be, said against such a system. 
But, with my particular ideas and sentiments, I 
cannot go that way to work. I feel an insuperable 
reluctahce in giving my hand to destroy any esta« 
blised institution of government^ upon a theory^ 
however plausible it may be. My experiience ia 
Hfe teaches me nothing clear upon thd subject I 
''have known merchants with the sentiments and 
the abilities of great statesmen ; and I have seen 
persons in the rank of statesmen, with the concept 
tions and characters of pedlars. Indeed, my ob^ 
servation has furnished me wth nothing that * i$ 

to 
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tD be found m moy hsLits of Hie or edocafioo. 
wlach IcxMis mixiDj to disqnaliij moi ior iStut 
fanrtinns of ^TcmiDeDt, but that, by wl^di tbe 
pOTcr of ^xcTcsssDZ tbcse faTK!l3aziB is wcrw £^ 
Huoiilj cbtaioed, I mean a spiiit and bafails of 
lov cabal and iotngae; ^bSdi I have never, in 
cne instaDOCy seen uiuijnlwidi a capadij for sound 
aoDdmanlj polkj. 

To JQStif^ OS in taking tbe adnanistralioQ of 
tbek affiuis oat cS the bands c^ tiie East- India com- 
pony, OD my priodfdes, I must see several ccadi- 
tioDS. IsL Tbe object affected by tbe abuse sboald 
be great and important Sd. Tbe abuse a&d* 
ing Ibis great object ought to be a great abuse 
Sd. It oog^t to be habitual, and not acddentaL 
4tfa. It ought tn be utterly iocurabie in the body 
«as it now stands constituted. All this oogbt to b& 
Bnde a$ visible to me as the I^t of the son, be» 
fore I should strike off an atom of their charter. 
A T%ht honourable gentleman * has said, and said 
I tiaok hot once, and that very slightly (whatever 
lus or^bal demand for a plan might seem to le- 
quire) that ^ there are abuses in the company's 
** govermnent^ If that were all, the sdieme of 
Hht mover of this bill, the sdieme of his learned 
fneoA^ and his own scheme of refonnation (if hb 
lifts ittxj) are all equally needless. There are^ and 
tSIISt be^ abuses in all governments^ It amounts 

* Bin Pitt. 
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to no more than a nugatory propositbn. But be- 
fore I consider of what nature these abuses are, of 
M'hich the gentleman speaks so very lightly, per- 
mit me to recall to your reeoUection the map of - 
the country which this abused chartered right af« . 
fects. This I shall do, that you may judge whe- 
ther in that map I can discover any think like the 
first of my conditions ; that is, Whether the ob- 
ject affected by the abuse of the East-India com- 
pany's power be of importance sufficiently to jus- 
tify the measure and meaps of reform applied to 
It in this bill. 

With very few, • and those inconsiders^ble inter- 
vals, the British dominion, either in the company's 
name, Or in the names of princes absolutely de* 
pendent upon the company, extends from the 
mountains that separate India from Tartary, to 
cape Comorin, that is, one-and-twenty degrees of 
latitude ! 

In the northern parts it is a solid mass of land, 
about eight hundred miles in length, and four or 
five hundred broad. As you go southward, it be- 
comes narrower for a space. It afterwards dir 
lates ; but nan*ower or broader, you pojisess the 
whole eastern and northeastern coast, of tha^t vast 
country, quite from the borders of P^u>— Ben-* 
gal, Bahar, and Orissa, with Beqares, (now pnt 
fortunately in oqr immediate possession) metisure 
161,978 square English miles j a territory consi- 
derably 
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siderably larger than the whole kingdom of France. 

,Oude, with its dependent provinces, is 53,286 
square nriiles, not a great deal less than England, 
The Carnatick, with Tanjore and the Circars, id 
65,948 square miles, very considerably larger than 
England; and the whole of the company's do- 
minions, comprehending Bombay and Salsette, 
amounts to 281,412 square miles; which forms 
a territory larger than any European dominion^ 
Russia and Turkey excepted. Through all that 
vast extent of country there is not a man who eats 
a mouthful of rice but by permission of the East- 

. India company. 

iSo far with regard to the extent. The popula- 
tion of this great empire is not easy to be calcu- 
lated. When the countries, of which it is com^ 
posed, came into our possession, they were all 
eminently peopled, and eminently productive;' 
though at that time considerably declined from « 
their ancient prosperity. But since they are comei 

into our hands t ! However, if we make the 

period of our estimate immediately before the utter 
desolation of the Carnatick, and if we allow for 
the havock which our government had even then 
made in these regions, we Cannot, in my opinion^ 

, rate the population at miuch less than thirty liiil* 

» 

lions of souls ; more than four times the numbei" 
of persons in the island of Great Britain. 
My next inquiry to that of the Damjber, is the 
Vol. IV, . C qjoality 
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quality and description of the inhabitants. This 
multitude of men does not consist of an abject 
and barbarous populace ; much less of gangs of 
savajgeSf like the Guaranies and Chiquitos, who 
Wander oh the waste borders of the river of Ama- 
zdns, or the Plate ; but a people for ages civilized 
4Lnd cultivated ; cultivated by all the arts of po- 
lished life, whilst we were yet in the woods. 
There^ have been (and still the skeletons remain) 
princes once of great dignity, authority, and opu- 
lence. There, are to be found the chiefs of tribes 
and nations. There, is to be found an ancient 
and venerable priesthood, the depository of their 
laws, learning, and history, the guides of the people 
whilst living, and their consolation in death; a 
hobility of great antiquity and renown ; a multi- 
tude of cities, not exceeded in population and 
trade by those of the first class in Europe ; mer- 
chants and bankers, individual houses of whom 
have once vied in capital with the bank of £ng- 
land ; whose credit had often supported a totter- 
ing state, and preserved their governments in the 
midst of war and desolation; millions of ingenioiis 
manufacturers and mechanicks ; millions of the 
most diligent, and not the least intelligent, tillers 
of the earth. Here are to be found almost all the 
religions professed by men, the Eramirircal, the 
Mussulman, the Eastern and the Western (Jhris- 

tian. 

If 



If I w^ to take the whole aggregate of our pos- 
sessions there, I should compare it, as the nearest 
parallel I can find, with the empire of Germany. 
Our immediate possessions I should compare with 
Jthe Austrian dominions, and they would not suffer 
in the comparison. The nabob of Oude might 
island for the king of Prussia; the nabob of Arcot 
I would compare, as superiour in territory, and 

<eq.ual in revenue, to the elector of Saxony. Cheyt 

- Sing, the rajah of Benares, might well rank with 
the prince of Hesse, at leastj and the rajah of 
Tanjdre (though hardly equal in extent of domi* 
nion, superiour in revenue) to the elector of Bava*^ 

^ria. The Polygars and the northern Zemindars, 
and other great chiefs, might well class with the 

. irest of the princes, dukes, counts, marquisses, and 
bishops in the empire ; all of whom I mention to 
honour, and surely without disparagement to 
any or all of those most respectable princes and 
grandees. 

All this vast mass, composed of so many orders 
and classes of men, is again infinitely diversified by 

' manners, by^ religion, by hereditary employment, 
through all their possible combinations. This ren^ 
ders the handling of India a matter in a high de* 
gree critical and delicate. But oh 1 it has been 
bandied rudely indeed. Even some of the re^ 
formers seem to have forgot that they had any 

cS thing 
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thfng to do but to regulate the tenants of a manor, 
or the shopkeepers of the next eounty town. 

It is an empire of this extent, of this compli- 
" cated nature, of this dignity and importance, that 
I have compared to Germany, and the German 
government ! not for an exact resemblance, but as 
a sort of a middle term, by which India might be 
approximated to our understandings, and if pos- 
sible to our feelings ; in order to awaken some- 
thing of sympfethy for the unfortunate natives, of 
which J am afraid we are not perfectly susceptible^ 

* whilst we look at this very remote object through 

* a false and cloudy medium. 

My second condition, necessary to justify me in 
^ touching the charter, is, Whether the company's 
abuse of their trust, with regard to this great ob- 
ject, be an abuse of great atrocity. I shall beg 
your permission to consider their conduct in two 

' fights; first the political, and then the commer- 
cial. Their political conduct (for distinctness) I 
divide again into two heads; the external, in 
which I mean to comprehend their conduct in 
their federal capacity, as it relates to powers and 
states independent, or that not long since were 
such ; the other internal, namely their conduct to 
the countries either immediately subject to the 
company, or to those who, under the apparent 
government of native sovereigns, are in a state 

much 
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much Jfower^ and much more miserable, llian com 
mon subjection, . 

The attention, Sir, wiiich I wish to preservje to 
method will not be considered as unnecessary or 
affected. Nothing else can help me to selection out 
of the infinite mass of materials which .hav.p passed 
under my eye ; or can keep my .mind i^teady to the 
great leading points I have ia view. 

With regard therefore to the abuse of the ex- 
ternal federal trust, I engage myself to you to 
make good these thr^ positions i — First,. I say, 
that from mount Imaus, (or whatever else you 
call that large range of mountains that walls the 
northern froijtier of Indi§i) where it touches us 
in the latitude of twenty-iaifie, to Cape Coma- 
rin, in the lajtitud^ of eight, that there -is not a 
single prince, state, or potentate, great or small, in 
India, with whom they have c.OBie into contacl^ 
whom they have not sold. I say sold, though 
sometimes they Jhave not been able to deliver ac- 
cording to thejir bargain. — Secondly, I say, that 
ther* is not a singly treaty thjey haye ever made, 
which they have not brokea. — Thirdly, I say, that 

J m 

there is not a single prince or state, who ever pu,t 
any tjrust in the company, who is no,t utterly 
rumed ; and that none are in apy degree secure 
or flourishing, but in the exact proportion to their 
iSettled distrust and irreconcilable enmity to thjis 
iiation. 

These 
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These assertions arc universal. I say in the full* 
sense universal. They regard the external and po«' 
litical trust only ; but I shall produce others fully 
equivalent in the internal. For the present, I 
shall content myself ^ith explaining my meaniilg ; 
and if I am called on for proof whilst these bilki 
are depending (which I believe I shall not) I wilt 
put my finger on the appendixes to the reports, or 
on papers of record in the house, or the comiAit- 
tees, which I have distinctly present to my nie^ 
mory, and which I think I can lay before you at 
half an hour's warning. 

The first potentate sold by the company for 
money, was the Great Mogul— the descendant oi 
Tamerlane. This high personage, as high as htH 
man veneration can look at, is by every account 
amiable in his manners, respectable for bis pi^tj^ 
according to his mode, and accomplished in all the 
Oriental literature. All this, and the title derived 
under his charter^ to all that we hold in India, 
could not save him from the general sale. Monejr 
is coined in his name ; in his name justice id ad^ 
ministered ; he is prayed for in every temple through 
the countries we possess — But he was sold. 

It is impossible^ Mr. Speaker, not to pause hert 
for a moment, to reflett on the inconstancy of 
human greatness, and the stupendous revolutions 
that have happened in our age of wonders. Could 
it be believed when I entered into existence^ or 

8 wbi^o 




wl^en y0U| a younger maD, were hprn, that on tb^ 
dajjr, in this house, we should be etnployed in dis- 
cu^s^ing thq conduct pf tjiose ^ritisb subjjsct^ whq 
had disposed of t;be power and person of the Grand 
Mogul ? This is no idle speculation. Awful lesson]| 
%xe taught; by it, and by other eyeuljs, of which i( 
is not yet too late to profit. 

This is hardly a digression ; bu^ I return to tjh^ 
|a]^ Ojf the Mogul. Two districts, Cofah, and Al- 
Ic^s^baxl^ put of his immense grants, were reserve^ 
as a roy^l demesne to the donor of a l^ingc^omL 
ftud the rightful sovereign of so many nations,-— 
4fter withholding the tribute of 26'0,0Q0/. a year, 
^^hich ihe cpnipany was, by the charter they had 
received from this prince, under the mogt soljemn 
abligatioh tp pay, these districts werfj spl^ to h^ 
^hief minister Sujah ul Dowlah ; and^ what may 
ftppear to some the worst part of the traas|ctioq, 
(b^s^ (wp districts were sold for sparqely two years 
jj^urchase. The deseei^dant of Tamerlane noyir 
stqads in neec^ almost pf the common necessf ries 
of liifp ; ^xtd in this situajion we do not even allow 
him, as bounty, thf i$in^llest por{[99 of y^ha( n(e 
pijire bin} in Justi^. 

%§ iipxt s%le yiras, tjwt ^ the wholg {i^tio^ of 

th§ Ko!M^a?» w^iicb the &m4 ialpigan, wilhout a 
pretepce of quarfel, and ^^\hxy to |iis <«»p dj- 
d^red s/m^, pf duty ppd rectitude,, ppld fo ^ ^ame 
SuJ4b \jl Ppwlab. lip sol(| ^e peopfe ^ uf(er ^. 

tirpation, 
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tirpatum, for the sum of four hundred thousand 
pounds. Faithfully was the bargain performed on 
our side. Hafiz Rhamet, tlie most eminent of 
their chiefs, one of the bravest men of his time, 
and as famous throughout the East for the ele- 
gance of his literature, and the spirit of his po- 
etical compositions (by which he supported the 
ndme of Hafiz) as for his courage, was invaded 
with an army of an hundred thousand men, and 
an English brigade. This man, at the head of in- 
feriour forces was slain valiantly fighting for his 
country. His head was cut off, and delivered for 
money to a barbarian. His wife and children, per- 
sons of that rank, were seen begging an handful of 
rice tlirough the English camp. The whole nation, 
with inconsiderable exceptions, was slaughtered or 
banished. The country was laid waste with fire 
and sword ; and that land, distinguished above 
most others by the cheerful face of patenial go- 
Ternment and protected labour, the chosen seat of 
cultivation and plenty, is now almost throughout 
a dreary desart, covered with rushes and briers^ 
and jungles full of wild beasts. 

The British officer who commanded in the de- 
livery of the people thus sold, felt some compunc- 
tion at his employment. He represented these 
enormous excesses to the president of Bengal, for 
which he received a severe reprimand from the civil 
governor ^ and I much doubt whether the breach 

caused 
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icaused'by the conflict, between the compassion of 
the military and the firmness of the civil gover* 
Bour, be closed at this hour. 

In Bengal, SerajaDowlah was sold to Mir Jaffier; 
Mir Jaffier was sold to Mir Cossim ; and Mir Cos- 
s!m was sold to Mir Jaffier again. The succession 

to Mir Jaffier was sold to his eldest son ; — ^another 

« 

son of Mir Jaffier, Mobarech ul Dowlah, was sold 
to his step-mother — The Maratta empire was sold 
to Rogabo ; and Rogabo was sold and delivered 
to the Peishwa of the Marattas. Both Rogabo 
and the Peishwa of the Marattas were oflfered to 
sale to the rajah of Berar. Scindia, the chief of 
Malva, was offered to sale to the same rajah ; and 
the Subah of the Decan was sold to the great 
.^trader Mahomet Ali, nabob of Arcot To the 
same nabob of Arcot they sold Hyder Ali and the 
kingdom of Mysore. To Mahomet Ali they twice 
sold the kingdom of Tanjore. To the same Maho { 
met Ali they sold at least twelve sovereign princes^ 
called the Polygars. But to keep things even, the 
territory of Tinnivelly, belonging to their nabobs 
they would have sold to the Dutch; and to con- 
clude the account of sales, their great customer, the 
nabob of Arcot himself, and his lawful succession, 
has been sold to bis second son, Amir ul Omrab, 
whose character, views, and conduct, are in the 
juteounts upon your table. It remains with you 
whether they shall finttUy perfect this last bargain. 

All 
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teiidfid mth thQ wtMte apd, b^voq]^ c^ t^^ country^ 
always by the buyer> ap4 spioj^imef. by, t^, objjec^ 
of Ihf Siale. 'i('bis w<^ ei^plaine^ t^o you ^y the 
bOQQurabl^ piover^ wbep h^^ ^ted tb^ mode of 

BWioS ^J^t* due from ^ couiitry powers tp tb^ 
<^mpaBy. Ap bonoujrablQ gemtlemao, who is not 
ipow ink his piaqe, obj^^qf^ %9 kk jumpiag" i^« 
l^rov tbous^od mil^ for ai^ oxi^ipp]^ But t^ 
«ni|th^rq q^ViiMnple i? perfectly applicable t<> the 
HO^tbem ciw«i, ^ thg Bpjrthern i^ tq thp squtberij.; 
^> tbrqughout the wbole sp^ce Qi ^^$e. twQ tboii* 
fipsd mjles, take your sta^^ ^ber^ ypi^ will, the 
proofing is^ perfectly ^qUbrni, aod w^iat ^ ^om 
)P one pi|rt will apply ei^^t^y to the ptben 

My second assertion i^ tha| th^ pgmpany pever 
has mt^de a (re^^ty wbicii th^y hav^ not lu'okea* 
7hi$ ppsilioQ h so confieqted wit|i that of tl^ sales 
of prQi^ces wd kin|;dpn)s, with the ^f gptiatioa 
ti univerwl distraction in ^y^ry purt of IpdWi t^ 
•. Tery miiiuta detail m^f neW be $par§d QA tt)i» 
l^t* It ba3 npt yet beea cpotfnded, by ^RJ 
4R^my to the refbrqi, that they hav§ ot>ser^d any 
p»bUpk ^eemeot* When { be^ tbf^t t)iey h^yp 
lioop go ia my qb» ii^t^nce (fvfeich hitherto, I 
confess, I never he^d allied) { sb^l sp?»k to the 
l»rticular treaty. The goyernour gienerftl h^ §^^ 
lunused himself and the court of directors 'm fi V§ry 
nngtUar letter to that bp^d, in which he adaat3 be 

hasw 



bus not been ifery d^ioate with re^rd to puUIek 
faith ; and be goes so far as to state a regular eati*^ 
mate of the sums which the^compauy woudd hav^ 
lost^ or never acquired, \k the rigid ideas of pabi» . 
lick faith entertained by his colleagues had been 
observed. * The learned gentleman, over agwut 
me has indeed saved me much trouble. On. a for* 
mer occasion be obtained no small credit^, for th^ 
clear and forcible manner in which be stasyted whal 
we have not forgot, and I lK>pe he has not fo^gpt;, 
that universal systematick breach of treaties whi/eh^ 
had made the British faith proverbial in the I^asL 

It only remains, Sir, for me just to recafiitulato 
$ome heads* — The treaty with tlie mc^ul, by w}i|c)i 
we stipulated to pay hku 2lSfi,0Q0l. atmually, w^ 
broken. This treaty they have broken, and no^ 
paid him a shilling. They broke their treaty with 
him, in whidi they stipulated to {»y 400,Q00l. ^ 
year to the soubah of Bengal. They agreed wi(h 
the mogul, for services admitted to have, beeq pert 
formed, to pay Nudjif Cawn a pension. They 
broke this article with' the rest, and stopped also 
this small pensioii. They broke their treaties with 
the Niaam, and with Hyder AHv As tQ the Mat 
raftas, they had so maiay cross treaties with the 
allies gmeml of that nation, and with each pf tbf 
chiefs, that it was notorioM tjhat no one of tbaM 
ngreeooentB ^oiihl be kept without gjrossly vioJatr 

* Hr. p3U>das, lo^d Adyocj^ of SeoUand. 
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ing the rest It was observed^ that if the terms of 
these several treaties had been kept, two British 
. annies would at one and the same time have met 
in the field to cut each other's throats. Tlie wars 
which desolate India, originated from a vao&t atro- 
cious violation of publick faith on our part. In the 
midst of profound peace, the company's troops in* 
vaded the Maratta territories, and surprised the 
island and fortress of Salsette. The ftlaiattas ne- 
vertheless yielded to a treaty of peace, by which 
solid advantages were procured to the company. 
But this treaty, like every other treat}-, was soon 
violated by the company. Again the company 
invaded the Maratta dominions. The disaster that 
ensued gave t>ccasion to a new treaty. The whola 
army of the company was obliged in effect, to sur- 
render to this injured, betrayed, and insulted 
people. Justly irritated, however, as they wei'e; 
the terms which they prescribed were reasotiable 
and moderate ; and their treatment of their cap- 
tive invaders of the most distinguished humanity. 
But the humanity of the Marattas was of no power 
whatsoever to prevail on the company to attend 
to the observance of the terms dictated by their 
moderation. The war was renewed witii greater 
vigour than ever; and such was their insatiable 
hist of plunder, that they never would have given 
ear to any terms of peace, if Hyder Ali had npj 
broke through the Gauts, and rushipg like a tor- 
rent 
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rent into the Carnatick, swept away every tiling ia 
his career. This was in consequence of that con- 
federacy, which by a sort of miracle united the 
most discordant powers for our destruction, as a 
nation in which no other could put any trust, .and 
who were thje declared enemies of the human 
species. 

It is very remarkable, that the late controversy 

.between the several presidencies, and between them 
and the court of directors, with relation to these 

. M'ars and treaties, has not been, which of the par- 
ties miglit be defended for his share in them ; but 
on which of the parties the guilt of all this load 

. of perfidy should, be fixed. But I am content to 
admit all tbese proceedings to be perfectly regular, 

. to be fuU of honour and good faith; and. wish to 
fix your. attention solely to that single transaction 
which the advocates of this sjEStem select for so 
transcendent a merit as to cancel the guilt of all 
the rest of . their proceedings; I mean the late 
treaties with the Marattas. 

I make no observation on the total cession of ter- 
ritory, by which they surrendered all they bad 

. obtained by their unhappy successes in war, and 
almost all they had obtained under the treaty of 
Poorunder. The restitution was proper, if it'had 

. been voluntary and seasonable. I attach on the 
spirit of the treaty, the dispositions it shewed,, the 

provisions 
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'l^fpvisions it made for a general peace, and the 
'fiiith kept Midi allies and confederates ; in order 
that the house may form a judgment, from this 
'ciiosen piece, of the use which has been made (and 
is likely to be made, if things x:ontinue m the same 
iathA) of the tBQStt>f the federal powers of tliis 
country. 

It was the wish of almost every Englishman, that 

•^e Mar^tta peace might lead to a general one ; 

1)eeaiise the Maratta war was only a part of a 

"general confederacy formed against us on account 

of. the uniyiersal abhorrence of our conduct which 

prevailed in every state and almost in every house 

in India. Mr. Hastings was obliged to pretend 

♦fiomcsott of acquiescence in this general and ra- 

^onal desire. He therefore consented, in order to 

satisfy the point of honour of the Marattas, that 

ta article should be inserted to admit Hyder Ali 

' to trccede to the pacification. But observe. Sir, 

the spirit of this man (which if it were not made 

manifest by a thousand things, and particulariy 

' by bisf proceedings with respect to lord Macartney) 

•'would be suflSciently manifest by this — What sOTt 

t)f article think you does he require this essential 

head of a solemn treaty of ^general pacification to 

be ? In bis instruction to Mr. Anderson, he de- 

sires him to admit " a vague article" in favour df 

Hyder. Evasion and fraud were the declared bfisis 

of 



"^f <l!ie tf6*fy. Tiese ioague artitlcs Ifttended fdr 
a more vague performance, are thte things wb}<^ 
have (rfirfffiM'otfr Veiiirtatioh in'Iriafe^ 

Hardly was this vEigue krtlde irt^rted, tftato, 
without wkiting for^thy aeton fhe part of Hyder, 
Mr. HHirtMgs ytfters %to ^k feigdfetion wfth the 
•IMDafatta chittf, Scindla, for a piartittoh of the W- 
rttbries of the prince ti^ho was dhe 'df the objetfts 
to !ie Secured by the treaty. He was tb *Be ^- 
celled oiit in three 'parte — one *to Scinflia ; one^to 
ihe peishwa of the Mkrattast and ^tHe third to tHe 
East India company, or to (the ddrfeialer'tterd 
'chapman) Miftho&et AU. 

During the ferraatien df ^&is pi^ject, Hydtr 

^ies ; ktiihk&iH his Wti t^xAA fake any 6ite ^^p, 

ether to coirfonn to the tert<]^ur df the article, 6r 

-io cohtl^vehe it, the treiity- of partition is^reheiv^d 

•bh the old footing, and an instruction is sent 'to 

Mr. Andetson to concludeit in form. 

A circumstance interfetted, dming the pdh- 
deiicy of tWs -negdtiaSSon, to set off the good faith 
of the company with dh 'additionarbrillfan<^, add 
to make it sparkle and gldw With a variety' iof 
iftplendid faces. General Mdtthe vt^s bad teAntkA 
that most valUiftble part of Hyder's doftiinions 
flailed the Country of Biddfenore. WBen the tr^Ws 
'Cached 'Mr. ' Hastings *he instructed Mr. Anderson 
to cbritend for an alteration in the treaty of parti- 
tion, and to take' the Biddehore country out of the 

cooEunoa 
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common stock which was to be dividedii and to 
keep it for the company. 

The first ground for this variation was its being 
a separate conquest made before the treaty had ac* 
tually taken place. Here was a new proof given 
of the fairness, equity, and moderation of the 
company. But the second of Mr. Hastings rea- 
sons for retaining the Biddenore as a separate por- 
tbn, and his conduct on that second ground, is 
stiU more remarkable. He asserted that that coun« 
try could not be put into the partition stock, be- 
cause general Matthews had received it on the 
terms of some convention, which might be incom* 
patible with the partition proposed^ This was a 
reason in itself both honourable and solid ; and it 
shewed a regard to faith somewhere, and with 
some persons. But in order to demonstrate his 
utter contempt of the plighted faith which wa» 
alleged on one part as a reason for departing from 
it on another, and to prove his impetuous desire 
for sowing a new war, even in the prepared soil 
of a general pacification, he directs Mr. Anderson, 
if he should find strong difficulties impeding the 
partition, on the score of the subtraction of Bid^ 
denore, wholly to abandim that claim, and to con- 
clude the treaty on the original terms. General 
Matthews's convention was just brou^t forward 
sufficiently to demonstrate to the Marattas the slip- 
pery hold which they had on their new confede- 
rate 



fate ; on the other hw^ that convehtiou beiqg in*- 
star^tly abandoned, the people of Iiidia were ts^ught^ 
that no terms on which they can surrender to th^ 
cgimpany are to be r^gaipded when farther qoQ<^ 
qi^ests are in view. 

Next, Sir, let me bring before you the pious 
care that was taken of our aUie3 under that treaty 
whicli is the subject of the company's o^ppUuse^.* 
These allies were Ragonaut |low, for whom wi 
had engaged to find a throne ; the Guickwar, (on<3 
of the Guzerat princes) who was to be enianci- 
pated from the Maratta authority, ^nd to grow 
gr^at by several accessions of dominion; and Hstly^ 
the rana of Gohud, with whom we had entered 
i}ito a treaty of partition for eleven sis^teenths of 
aur joint conquests* Some of these inestimable se* 
curitie^, called vague articles, were inserted in fa^ 
vpur of th^m a|l- 

As to the first, the unhappy abdicated peishwa^ 
and pretender to the Maratta throne, Ragpnaqt 
Row was delivered up to his people, with aii art 
tkle fpr sa/ety, and some provision. This m^y 
knowing how little vague the hatred of his coun- 
trymen was towards him, and well apprised ot 
what black crimes he stood accused (among which 
our invasion of his country would not appear the 
least) took a mortal alarm at the security we had 
provided for him. He was thunderstruck ^t thy? 
article in hisfs^vour, by which h? wgs surrendered 

Vol. IV. D to 
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to bis enemies. He never had the least notice of 
the treaty; and it was apprehended that he would 
fly to the protection of Hyder Aly, or some other, 
disposed or able to protect him. He was therefore 
not left without comfort ; for Mr. Anderson did 
him the favour to send a special messenger, desir- 
ing him to be of good cheer and to fear nothing. 
And his old enemy, Scindia, at our request, sent 
him a message equally well calculated to quiet his 
apprehensions. 

By the same treaty the Guickwar was to come 
again, with no better security, under the domi-i' 
nion of the Maratta state. As to the rana of Go* 
hud, a long negotiation depended for giving him 
up. At first this was refused by Mr. Hastings with 
great indignation ; at another stage it was admit- 
ted as proper, because he had shewn himself a most 
perfidious person. But at length a method of 
reconciling these extremes was found out, by con- 
triving one of the usual articles in his favour. 
What I believe will appear beyond all belief, Mr. 
Anderson exchanged the final ratifications of that 
treaty by which the rana was nominally secured in 
his possessions, in the camp of the Maratta chiei^ 
Scindia, whilst he was (really and not nominally) 
battering the castle of Gualior, which we had 
^en, agreeably to treaty, to this deluded ally. 
Scimiia had already reduced the town ; and was 
at the very lime, by. various detachments, reduc- 
ing, 
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Ing, oiie after another, the fortresses of o&r pro* 
tected ally, as well as in the act of chastising all the 
rajahs who had assisted colonel Carnac in his in- 
vasion. I have seen in a letter from Calcutta, thsit 
the rana of Gohud's agent would have represented 
these hostiiiiies (which went hand in hand with the 
protecting treaty) to Mr. Hastings; but he was 
not admitted to his presence. 

In this manner the company has acted with tiieif 
allies in the Maratta war. But they did not rest 
here : the Marattas were fearful lest the persons 
delivered to them by that treaty should attempt to 
escape into the British territories, and thus might 
elude the punishment intended for them, and by 
reclaiming the treaty, might stir up new disturb* 
ances. To prevent this, they desired an article to 
be inserted in the supplemental treaty, to which 
they had the ready consent of Mr. Hastings, and 
the rest of the company's representatives in Ben- 
gal. It was this, ^' That the English and Maratta 
, " governments mutually agree not to afford re- 
'* fuge to any chiefs^ merchants^ or other persons^ 
" flying for protection to the territories of th6 
^* other.'' This was readily assented to, and assent* 
«d to without any exception whatever, in favour of 
our surrendered allies. On their part a reciprocity, 
was stimulated which was not unnatural for a go- 
vernment like the company's to ask ; a govern- 
ment conscious that many subjects had bwn, and 

» SI would 
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would in future be, driven to fly from its jurisdic- 
tion. 

To complete the system of pacifick intention and 
publick faithy which predominate in these treaties, 
Mr. Hastings fairly resolved to put all peace, ex- 
cept on the tqrms of absolute conquest, wholly out 
of his own power. For, by an article in this se- 
cond treaty with Scindia, he binds the company 
.not to make any peace with Tippo Saheb, with- 

* 

out the consent of the peishwa of the Marattas ; 
and binds Scindia to him by a reciprocal engage- 
ment. The treaty between France £^nd England 
obliges us mutually to withdraw our forces, if our 
allies in India do not accede to the peace within 
four months ; Mr. Hastings's treaty obliges us to 
continue the war as long as the peishwa thinks fit 
We are now in that happy situation, that the 
breach of the treaty with France, or the violation 
of that with the Marattas^ is inevitable ; and we 
have only to take our choice. 

My third assertion, relative to the abuse made 
of the right of war and peace is, that there are 
none who have ever confided in us who have not 
been utterly ruined. The examples I have given 
of Ragonaut Row, of Guickwar, of the rana of 
Gohud, are recent. There is proof more than 
* enough in the condition of the mogul; in the 
slavery and indigence of the nabob of Oude; the 
exile of the ^ajah of Benares ; the beggary of the 

nabob 
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nabob of Bengal ; the undone and captive condi- 
tion of the rajah and kingdom of Tanjore ; the 
destruction of the polygars ; and lastly, in the de- 
struction of 'the nabob of Arcot himself, who^ 
wbeb his dooHuions were invaded, was found en- 
tirely destitute of troops, provisions, stores, and 
(as be asserts) of money, being a million in debt to 
the company, and four millions to others: the 
Bumy millions which he had extorted from sq 
many extirpated princes and their desolated coun- 
fa'ies having (as he has frequently hinted) been eic- 
pended for the ground rent of his mansion-house 
in an alley in the suburbs of Madras. Compare 
tdbe condition of all these princes with the power 
and authority of all the Mafatta states ; with the 
independence and dignity of the Soubah of the 
Decan ; and the mighty strength, the resources, 
and the manly struggle of Hyder Ali ; and then 
the house >vill discover the effects on every power 
va India, of an easy confidence, or of a rooted dis^ 
trust in the faith of the company. 

These a,re some of my reasons, grounded on the 
abuse of the external political trust of that body, 
for thinking myself not only justified, but bound, * 
to declare against those chartered rights which pro- 
duce so many wrongs, I should deem myself the 
wickedest of men, if any vote of mine could con- 
tribute to the continuance of sa great an evil» 

^owp Sir, according to the plan I proposed, I 

shall 
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shall take notice of the company's internal govern* 
ment> as it is exercised first on the dependent pro- 
vinces, and then as it affects those under the direct 
and immediate authority of that body. And here. 
Sir, before I enter into the spirit of their ioteriour 
government, permit me to observe to you, upon 
a few of the many lines of difference which are to 
be found between the vices of the company's go- 
vernment, and those of the conquerors who pre- 
ceded us in India ; that we may be enabled a little 
the better to see our way in an attempt to the ne- 
cessary reformation. 

The several irruptions of Arabs, Tartars, and 
Persians, into India were, for the greater part, fe- 
rocious, bloody, and wasteful in the extreme: 
our entrance into the dominion of that country, 
was, as generally, with small comparative effusion 
of blood ; being introduced by various frauds and 
delusiens, and by taking advantage of the incurable^ 
blind, and senseless animosity, which the several 
country powers bear towards each other, rather 
than by open force. But the difference in favour of 
the first conquerors is this ; the Asiatick conquerors 
very soon abated of their ferocity, because they 
made the conquered country their own. They 
rose or fell with the rise or. fall of the territory 
they lived in. Fathers there deposited the hopes 
of their posterity ; and children there beheld the 
monuments of their fathers. Here their lot was 

finally 
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finally cast ; and it is the natural wish of all^ thitt 
their lot should not be cast in a bad land. Povertyi 
sterility, and desolation, are not a recreating pros- 
pect to the eye of man; and there are very. few 
who can bear to grow old among the curses of a 
\vhoie people. If their passion or their avarice 
drove the Tartar lords to acts of rapacity or ty- 
ranny, there was time enough, even in the short ' 
life of man, to bring round the ill effects of an 
abuse of power upon the power itself. If hoards 
were made by violence ^ and tyranny, they were 
still domestick hoards ; and domestick profusion, 
or the rapine of a more powerful and prodigal 
hand, restored them to the people. With many 
disorders, and with few political checks upon 
power, nature had still fair play ; the sources of 
acquisition were not dried up ; and therefore the. 
trade, the manu&ctures, and the commeit'ce of the 
country flourished. Even avarice and usury itsdf 
operated, both for the preservation and the em- 
ployu^nt of national wealth. The husbandman 
and manufacturer paid heavy interest, but then 
they augmented the fund f^om whence they were 
again to borrow. The^ resources were dearly 
bought, but they were sure ; and the general at09k 
of the community giew by the general effort. 

But under the Eqglish government aU this ofd^t 
is reversed. The Tartar invasion was mischievous ; 
but it is our protection that destroys India^ It 

was 
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Wtii their *iimHy, but it is our ^riendsfiip. Ou# 
conquest there, after twenty years, is as crude ai 
\t was the first day. The natives scarcdy know 
what it is to see the grey head of an Englishman* 
Young men (boys almost) govern there, without 
60tiety, and witboirt sympathy with the natives. 
They baye qo more social habits with the people, 
^han if they still resided in England ; nor indeetf, 
any species of intercourse but thalt which iis neces^ 
sary to making a sudden fortune, with a view to 
a remote settlement. Animated with all the ava^ 
rice of age, and all the impetuosity of youth, they 
roll tn one iifter another; wave after wave; and 
4here is nothing before tht eyes of the natives .but 
an endless, hopeless prospect of hew flights of birds 
of prey and passage, with appetites cotitmually 
renewing for a food that is continually was^rig* 
Every rupee of prfafit made by an Englishman fe 
lost for ever to India; With u^ are no rfetributdry 
8uJ)erstitiohs, by which la fbutidation of trharity 
compensates, through agfes, to the poor, for the 
rapine fend injustice of a ^ay. With tis no piMe 
erects stately tnoiiuitients which repafr the ntii- 
fchiefs w^hich pride had prtroduced, and which adorn 
a country out of its oSvh 'spoils. England hits 
erected nb churches, no hosjjitals *, no palaces, iiQ 
sbhodls ; Ehglahd iiad btiilt po bridges, made no 

> • • 

* The 'paltry foundation at Calcutta is scarcely wortli 
naming as w exception, 

high 
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high toads, cut no navigations, dug out no reser- 
voirs, tsftty othfer conqueror of every other A^- 
iscription Has left some monument, either of state 
or bettefifcence, behind him. Were we to be 
driven out of India this day, nothing would re- 
ttiain, to tell that it had been possessed, during the 
inglorious period of our dominion, by any thing 
better than the ourang-outang or the tyger. 

There is nothing in the boys we send to India 
worse, than in the boys whom we are whippmg at 
school,, or that we see trailing a pike, or bending 
over a desk at home. But as English youth ia 
India drink the intoxicating draught of authority 
and dominion before their heads are able to bear 
it, and as they are full grown in fortune long be- 
fore they are ripe in principle, neither nature n6r 
teasOn have any opportunity to exert themsdves 
for remedy of the excesses of their premature 
powet. The consequences of their conduct, which 
)n good minds, (and many of theirs are pf obably 
such) might produce penitence or amendment, are 
pitiable to pursue the rapidity of their flight. Their 
prey is lodged in England ; and the cries of India 
are given to seas and winds, to be blown about^ 
\n every breaking up of the monsoon, over a re- 
mote and unhearing ocean. In India all the vices 
Operate by which sudden fortune is acquired j in 
England are often displayed by the same persons^ 
the viitues which dispense hereditary wealth. Ar- 
rived 
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rived in England, the destroyers of the nobility 
and gentry of a whole kingdom will find the best 
company in this nation, at a board of el^ance and 
hospitality. Here the manufacturer and husband* 
man will bless the just and punctual hand that in 
India has torn the cloth from the loom, or wrested 
the scanty portion of rice and salt from the peasant 
of Bengal, or wrung from him the very opium in 
which he forgot his oppressions and his opressor« 
They marry into your families; they enter into 
your senate ; they ease your estates by loans ; they 
rabe their value by demand; they cherish and 
protect your relations which lie heavy on your pa- 
tronage; and there is scarcely an house in the 
kingdom that does not feel some concern and in- 
terest that makes all reform of our eastern govern- 
ment appear officious and disguting ; and on the 
whple, a most discouraging attempt. In such an at- 
tempt you hurt those who are able to return kind- 
ness, or to resent injury. If you succeed, you 
save those who cannot so much as give you thanks. 
All these things shew the difficulty of the work 
we have on hand :. but they shew its necessity too. 
Our Indian government is in its best state a griev- 
ance. It is necessary that the correctives should 
be uncommonly vigorous ; and the work of men, 
sanguine, warm, and even impassioned in the 
cause. But it is an arduous thing to plead against 
abuses of a power which originates from your own 

country^ 
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country^ and affects those whom we are used to 
consider as strangers. 

I shall certainly endeavour to modulate myself 
to this temper ; though I am sensible that a cold 
style of describing actions which appear to me in 
a very affecting light is equally contrary to the 
justice due to the people, and to all genuine hu« 
man feelings about them. I ask pardon of truth 
and nature for this compliance. But I shall be 
very sparing of epithets either to persons or things* 
It has been said (and, with regard to one of them, 
with truth) that Tacitus and Machiavel, by their 
cold way of relating enormous crimes, have in 
some sort appeared not to disapprove them ; that 
they seem a sort of professors of the art of ty^ 
ranny^ and that they corrupt the minds of their 
readers, by not expressing the detestation and hor- 
rour that naturally belong to horrible and detestable 
proceedings. But we are in general, Sir, so little 
acquainted with Indian details; the instruments 
of oppression under which the people suffer are so 
hard to be understood ; and even the very names 
of the sufferers are so uncouth and strange ^to our 
ears, that it is very difficult for our sympathy to 
fix upon tliese objects. I am sure that some of ua 
have come down stairs from the committee^room^ 
with impressions on our minds, which to us were 
the inevitable results of our discoveries, yet if we 
should venture to express ourselves, in the proper 

language 
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lidigunge of our &eciti«iente, to other gentiemen, 
not at all prepared to enter into the cause of tbem, 
nothing could appear more barrsh and dissonant, 
more violent and unaccountable, than otir Ihn^ 
guage and behaviour* All these circumstances are 
not, I confess, very favourable to the idea of our 
attempting to govern India at alK But there we 
are ; there we are placed by the Sovereign Dis- 
poser ; and we nmst do the best we can in oar 
afbiatioo. The situation of man is the preceptor 
ef fais daty. 

Upon the plan which I laid down, and to which 
I beg leave to return, 1 was considering the con- 
duct of the company to those nations which are 
indirectly subject to their authority. The most 
considerable of the dependent princes is the nabob 
of Oude. * My right honourable friend, to whont 
we owe the remedial bills on your tfible, has al- 
ready pointed out to you, in one' of the reports, 
the condition of that prince, and as it stood in 
the time he alluded ta I shall only add a few 
circumstances that may tend to awaken some sense 
of the manner in which the condition of the people 
is afiected by that of the prince, and involved in 
it; and to shew you, that when we talk of the 
sufferings of princes, we do not lament the op- 
pression of individuals ; and that in these cases the 
high and the low suffer together, 

♦ Mr. Fox. 

In 
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In the year 1779, the nabob of Oucle repi^6nt<- 
ed, tkrougb the British resident ^t his court, that 
the number of conops-py's troops statioodd in his 
dominions was a main cause of bis distress ; and 
that all those which he was not bound by treaty 
to maintain should be withdrawn, as they had 
greatly diminished his revenue, and impoverished 
his country. I will read you, if you please, a few 
extracts . from these representations. 

He states, ^^ that the country and cultivation 
^^ are abandoned ; and this year in particular, 
^^ from the excessive drought of the season, deduct 
^* tions of many lacks having been allowed to the 
^^ £urmers, who are still left unsatisfied ;" and thm 
he proceeds with a long detail of hb own distress, 
and that of his family, and all his dependants ; 
and adds, ^^ that the new-raised brigade is not 
** only quite useless to my government^ but is 
'^ moreover the cause of much lo$s, both in reve^ 
^' nues and customs. The detached body of troops 
** under European officers bring nothing but con- 
^^ fusion to the affairs of my government ^ and are 
^^ entirely their own masters.'^ Mr. Middleton, Mr. 
Hastings's confidential resident, vouches for tiie 
truth of tills representation in its fullest extent* 
*^ I am concerned to confess, that there is too good 
^^ ground for this plea. The misfortune has been 
" general throughout the whole of the vizier's [the 
^^ nabob of Oude] dominions^ obvious to every 

" body ; 

7 
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'^ body ; and so fatal have been its consequences, 
'^that no person of either credit or character, 
^' would enter into engagements with government 
'^ for farming the country." He then proceeds 
to give strong instances of the general calamity, 
and its efifects. 

It was now to be seen what steps the governour- 
general and council took for the relief of this dis- 
tressed country, long labouring under the vexa- 
tions of men, and now stricken by the hand of 
God* The case of a general famine b known to 
relax the severity even of the most rigorous go. 
vemment — Mr. Hastings does not deny, or shew 
the least doubt of the fact. The representation is 
humble, and almost abject On this representa- 
tion from a great prince of the distress of his sub- 
jects, Mr. Hastings falls into a violent passion ; such ' 
(as it seems) would be unjustifiable in any one who 
speaks of any part of his conduct. He declares 
'* that the demands^ the tone in whioh they were 
*^ asserted, and the season in which they were 
made, are all equally alarming, and appear to 
him to require an adequate degree of firmness 
in this board, in opposition to them." He pro* 
ceeds to deal out very unreserved language, on 
the person and character of the nabob and his mi« 
nisters. He declares, that in a division between 
him and the nabob, ^' the strongest must decide/' 
With regard to the urgent and instant necessity, 

firom 
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firom tiie iiulure of the crops, he says, *^ that j>er- 
hapt expedients may he found for afibrding a 
gradual relief from the burthen of which he so 
heavfly complains, and it shall be my endeavour 
^ to seek tiiem out :" and lest he should be sus- 
pected of too much haste to alleviate sufferings, 
and to remove violence, he says, ^* that these must 
be graduaUy applied, and their complete effect 
may be distant ; and this I conceive is all he can 
claim of right." 
This complete effect of his lenity is distant in- 
deed. Rejecting this demand, (as he caUs the na- 
bob's abject supplication) he attributes it, as he 
usually does all tlnngs of the land, to tiie divbion 
in their government ; and says, '^ this is a power- 
^ fill motive with me (however incliped I might 
'^ be, upon any other occasion, to yield to some part 
^' of his demand) to give them an absolute andun^ 
" conAtional refusal upon the present ; and even to 
** bring to purdshment, if my influence am produce 
" that effect, those incendiaries who have endea- 
*' voured to make themselves the instruments of 
" dpotsion between us** 

Here, Sir, is much heat and passion ; but no 
more consideration of the distress of the country, 
from a 6iilure of the means of subsistence, and (if 
possible) the worse evil of an useless and licentious 
soldiery, than if they were the most contemptible 
of all trifles* A letter is written in consequence, 

in 
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hitherto been unexampled and unheard-of in ^e 
records of the ^ast. The troops wer^ QQntiQued* 
The gradual relief, whose effect was to^ be so dis* 
tantj has never been substantially and beneficiftUy 
applied — and the country is ruined. 

Mn Hastings, two years after, when it was too 
late, saw the absolute necessity of a removal of 
the intolerable grievance of this licentious soldiery, 
which, under pretence of defending it, held the 
country under .military execution* A qew treaty 
and arrangement, according to the pleasure of 
Mr. Hastings, toqk place ; and this new treaty was 
broken in th^ . old manner, in every essential ar« 
ticle. The soldiery were again sent;, and ag^o set 
loose* The effect of a}l his mwceuvresi from 
which it seems bfi was sanguine euQUgh to enter* 
tain hppes, upon the state of the country, he him^ 
self informs us, ^^ the event has proved the reverse 
'' of his hopes, and accumulation of distress^ debtw^ 
^^ meMf and dissatisfaction to the nabob, and (Hs* 
•* appi^ment anddisgrace to me. — Every measure 
'^ [which he had himself proposed] has been so 
'^ conducted ^ to give him cause of displeasure ; 
'^ there are no officers established by which his af- 
^< feirs could be regularly cpnducted ; mean, in- 
'^ capable, and indigent men have been appointed. 
'^ A number of the districts without i^uthorityy 
<< and without the means of personal protection ; 

<< some 



^^tome of them huve been murdered by the se-^ 
'* mindarsy and those zemindars^' instead of pu* 
*^ nishment, have beed pleirniitt^ to irtain th^it 
^^ zemindartes, with iodependeut authority ; aU 
^* the other zemindars sufiered to rise up in rebeU 
'^ lion, and to insult the authority of the sircar^ 
^* ii^ithout any attempt made to suppress them i 
^^ and the company's debt, instead of being dis« 
** charged by the assignments and extraordinary 
" sources of money provided for that purpose^ ii 
^^ likely to exceed even the ammnt at which it stood 
'^ M the time in which the arrangement with his 
" escellencif was concluded^ The house will smile 
at the resource on which the directors take credit 
as such a certainty in their curious account 

This is Mi*. Hastings's own narrative of the ef^ 
fccts of his own settlement. This is the state of 
the country which we have been told is in perfect ' 
peace and order ; and^ what is curious, he informs * 
us, that every' part of' this was foretold to him in the • 
order and manner in which it happened^ at the very « 
time he made his arrang^MDt of mtt and mea- 
sores. , . 

The invariable course of the cotapanyV policy 
is this: either they set up some prince too odious ^ 
to maintain himself witliout the necessity of their 
assistance ; or they soon lender him odious^ by 
making him the instrument of their government. . 
In that case troops are bountifully sent to him to 

Vol; IV. E maintain 
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maintain bis authority. That be should have no 
Svant of assistance, a civil gentleman, called a resi* 
^tfintp is kept at bis court, who, under preteoce 
of proTidiog duly for the pay of tliese troops, get9 
assignments on the revenue into his hwds. Under 
bis provident raanageeient, debts soon accumu* 
late ; new assignments are made for these debts; 
uirtili step by step, the whole revenue, and ii ith it 
the wbple power of the country, is delivered into 
his hands. The military do not behold without 
a virtuous emulation the moderate gains of the 
civil department They feel that, in a country 
driven to habitual rebellion by the civil govern- 
nienty the military is necessary ; and they will not 
permit their services to gp unrewarded. Tracts of 
country are delivered over to their discretion. 
Then it is found proper to convert their command- 
ing officers into farmers of revenue. Thus betweea 
the well paid civil, and well-rewarded military 
eatabiishmeot) the situation of the natives may be 
easily conjectured. Tho authority of the regular 
and lawibl governmeiit is every where and in 
every point extinguished. Disorders and violencea 
arise ; they are repressed by other disorders and 
other violences. Wherever the collectors of the 
revenue, and the fanning colonels and majors 
move, roin \t about them, rebellion before and 
behind them. The people in crowds fly out of the 
country ; and the frontier is guarded by lines of 

troops^ 
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troopSy not to exclude an eaemy^ but to prevent 
the escape of the inhabitants. 

By these mtens^ in the course of not more than 
fowt or Ave ye9(XSf this once opulent and flourish'* 
ing i^ountry, which^ by the accounts given in th« 
Bengal (oiidultationsi yielded more than three 
crore of Sicca rupees, that is, above three millionid 
sterling annuallyi is reduced, as far as I can dis^ 
cover, in a matter purposely involved in the at"" 
most perplexity, to less than one million three 
hundted thousand pounds, and that exacted by 
6 very mode of rigour that can be devised. Ta 
complete the business, most of the wretched rem- 
nants of this revenue are iriortgaged, and deliver- 
ed into the hands of the usurers at Benares (fof 
there alone are to be found some lingering remains 
of the ancient wealth of these regicHis) at an in^ 
terest of iiear thirty per cent, per annum. 

The revenues in this manner failing, they 
aeiced upon the estates of every person of emi- 
nence in the country, and under the name of re^ 
sun^tumy confiscated their property. I ivish> Sir, 
to be understood universally and literally, when I 
assert, that there is not left one man of property 
and substance for his rank, in the whole of tliesu 
provinces^ in provinces which are nearly the ex-*' 
tent of England and Wales taken tog^en Not 
one landholder, not one banker, not on« mer^ 
chanty not one even of those who usually perish 

£ % last, 




5i SFZEcn ON Mu. f6x*s 

last, tI)Q uUimum nwriens in a ruined state; not odd 
farmer of revenue. 

One country for a while remainedy which stood 
as an island in the midst of the grand waste of tbef 
company's dominion. My riglit honourable friend^ 
in his admirable speech on moving the bill, just 
touched the situation, tlie offences, and the pu- 
nishment of a native prince, called Fizulla Kh^n,< 
This man, by policy and force, had protected him- . 
self from the general extirpation of the Rohilla 
chiefs. He was secured (if that >vere any security) 
by a treaty. It was stated to you, as it was stated 
by the enemies of that unfoitunate man—" that' 
"the whole of his country ?> what the whole 
*^ country of the Rohillas xvaSy cultivated like a 
'* garden, without one neglected spot in it.'' — 
Another accuser says, '' Fyzoolah Kahn, tbougli 
'' a bad soldier, [that is the true source 6f his mis-' 
*' fortune] has approved himself a good £iumil; 
*' having, it is supposed in the course of a few- 
'* years, at least doubled the population and revenue? 
** of his country." — In another part of tl>e corre- 
spondence he ib charged with niaking his country 
an asylum for the oppressed peasants, who fly from 
(he territories of Oude. The improvement of his^ 
revenue, arising from this single crime, (which 
Mr. Hasdilgs consideVs as tantamount lo treason) 
is stated at an hundred and fifty thousand pounds' 
a vear. . . ' 

Dr. 
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Dr. Swift someiiliere saTS. that be vho could 
make two Uades of ^rass erow where bet one ^j^w 
before, was a greater benetector to the haman race 
tliao all the politicians that ever existed. This 
prince, who would bare been deiSed by antiquity, 
who would IfiLve been ranked with Osiris^ acJ 
Bacchus^ and Ceres, and the divinities most propi- 
tious to wea, was, for those very merks, by name 
attacked by the company s govermnent, as a cheat, 
a robber, a traitcnr. In the same breath in which 
be was accoaed as a rebel, be was ordered at once 
to furnish 5,000 horse. On delay, or (acaKdiog 
to the technical phrase, when any remonstrance b 
loade to them) ^^ on evasioa,^ he %Tas declared a 
violator of treaties, and every thing he had was to 
be taken from him. — ^Not one word, however, of 
bone in this treaty. 

• The territory of this fizulla Kh4n, Mr. Speaker, 
is less than the county of Norfolk. It is an inland 
country, full ^ven hundred miles from any sea- 
port, and not distinguished for any one consider^ 
able branch of manufacture whatsoever. From 
tliis territory several very considerable sums bad 
at several times been paid to the British resident 
The demand of cavalry, without a shadow or de- 
cent pretext of right, amounted to three hundred 
thousand a year more, at the lowest computation ; 
and it is stated, by the last person sent to negotiate, 
0S a jdemand of little use, if it could be complied 

wiihi 
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ivith ; but that the coropliance was impossible, as 
it amounted to more than bis territories could 8up« 
ply, if there had been no other demand upon him 
— three hundred thousand pounds a year from an 
inland country not so large as Norfollc ! 

The thing most extraordinary was to hear the 
culprt defend himself from the imputation of his 
virtues, as if they had been the blackest ofibnces. 
He extenuated the superiour cultivation of his 
country* He denied its population. He endea-* 
voured to prove that he had often sent back the 
poor peasant that sought shelter with him*-^I can 
make no observation on this. 

After a variety of extortions and vexations, too 
fatiguing to you, too disgusting to nne, to go 
through with, they found ^* that they ought to 
^^ be in a better state to warrant forcible means ;'* 
they therefore contented themselves with a gross 
sum of 150,000 pounds for their present demand* 
They offered him indeed an indemnity from their 
exactions iq future for three hundred thousand 
pounds more* ^ut he refused to buy their 6eca<» 
rities ; pleading (probably with truth) his poverty; 
but if the plea were not founded, in my opinion 
very wisely ; not choosing to deal fuiy moxe ia 
that dangerous commodity of the company's fititb ; 
and thinking it better to oppose distress und un* 
armed obstinacy to uncoloured exaction, than to 
subject himself to b§ ca|i$id(»re4 w a cbea^ if he 

9bQul4 



shosid fluafee a treaty id the least beoe6cial tp him-* 
sel£ 

Tbus they executed ao exemplary puDisbmeot 
oa Fualia KiAa for the culture at his couatry. 
But, conscious that the preveutioo of evils is tlie 
great object of all good regulation^ they deprived 
ium 4>f the fiieans of increasing tbat criminal culti- 
vatioB in future^ by exhausting his cojSers ; and, 
that the population of his country should no more 
be a standing reprpach and Itbel on the company's 
^vemmeDt, th^ bound ifjaajj by a positive engage- 
jaaenty pot to aflfpixl any belter whotsoever to tlie 
iaraers and labourers iv^ should sc^k refuge in 
ills territories, from the exactions of the British re- 
sideats in Qud^?. Whien they had done all th^ 
effectually, they gave him a i'uU and complete ac« 
quittance irom all charges of rebellion, or of any 
inteotion to rebel, or of his having oi iginally had 
any interest h\ or any means of rebellion. 

These intended rebellions are one of the com«> 
jMnylsstanding resources* When money has been 
ithougbt to be heaped up any where, its owners 
are universally accused of rebellion, until they are 
Acquitted luf their money and their treasons at 
iHioe* The money pnoe taken, idl accusation, trial, 
and punishment ends. It is so settled a resource, 
tbat I rather wonder how it comes to be omitted 
in the directors account ; but I take it for granted 
this omission wiU 6eiSuj9|ihfidm their jieau edition. 

Tho 
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The company stretched thi3 resource to the full 
extent, when they accused two old women, in the 
remotest corner of India (who could have no pos- 
sible view or motive to raise disturbances) of being 
engaged in rebellion, with an intent to drive out 
the English nation, in whose protection, purchased 
by money and secured by treaty, rested the sole 
hope of their existence. But tlie company wanted 
money, and the old women inMt be guilty of a 
plot. They were accused of rebellion, and they 
were convicted of wealth. Twic^ had great sutn^ 
been extorted from them, and as often had the 
British fsiitii guaranteed the remainder. A body 
of British troops, with one of the military farmers 
geddral at their head, was sent to seize upon the 
castle in which these helpless woiyien resided. Their 
chief eunuchs, who were their agents, their guar* 
dians, protectprs, persons of high rank according 
to the Eastern manneis, and of great trust, were 
4l>i:owiL into dungeons, to make them discover 
.their hidden treasures ; and there they lie at pre^ 
sent The lands aasigned for tlie maintenance of 
the ivomen were seized and confiscated. Their 
jewels and effects were taken, and set up to a pre- 
tended auction in an obscure place, and bought at 
5uch a price as the gentlemen thought proper to 
give. No account has ever been transmitted of 
the articles or produce of this sale. What money 
was oUtaiped is unknpwi^. or what terms were 

ptipiilate^ 
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Stipulated for the mainteaaace of these despoiled 
«Lnd forlorn creatures ; for by some particulai\s it 
appears 4S if an engagement of the land was 
made. 

Let me here remark, once for all, that though 
tiie act of i 77^ requires that an account of all pro- 
ceedings should be diligently transmitted, that this, 
like all the other injunctions of the law, is totally 
despised; and that half at least of the most impor- 
tant papers are irttentiooally withheld, 

I wish you, Sir, to advert particularly, in this 
transaction, to the quality and the numbers of the * 
persons spoiled, and the instrument by whom that 
spoil was made. These ancient matrons called tlie 
Begums, or Princesses, were of the first birth and 
<)ualitj In India, the one mother, the other wife, 
of (he late nabob of Oude, Sujah Dowlah, a prince 
possessed of extensive and flourishing dominions, 
and the second man in the Mogul empire. This 
prince (suspicious, and not unjustly suspicious, of 
his son and successor) at his death committed his 
treasures and his family to the British faith. That 
family and household, consisted of two thousand 
xoamen; to which were added two other seraglios 
pf near kindred, and said to be extremely numer- 
pus, and (as I am well informed) of about four- 
score of the nabob's children, with all the eunnchs, 
(h^ apcie^t servants, and a multitude of the de- 
pendants 




SB spcfiCH ov nn. rox s 

pendatits of bis spl^did court These were ail to 
be provided, for present inainteoaoce and future 
establishment, from the lands assigned as doirer, 
and from the treasures which he left to these ma- 
trons, in trust for the 'vrjbole family. 

So far as to the objects of the spoil. The instru- 
ment chosen by Mr. Hastings to despoU the relict 
of Sujab Dowlalx was her ozvn son, the reigning 
nabob of Ouda It was the pious band of a son 
that was selected to tear from his mother and 
grandmother the provision oi their age, the n^in- 
tenance of bis bre|hren, and of all the anci^at 
iiousebold of his father. [Hene a 1$^^ fr oqn i$Qi»e 
young members] — ^The laiigb is seasmabk^ and the 
occadion decent and proper. 

By the last adi^iees something of the sum ex- 
torted reoriained unpaid. The women in despsir 
refused to deliver more, unless their Imids are re- 
stored, and their ministers released from prison ; 
but Mr. Hastings and his council, steady to their 
point, and consistent to the last in their conduct, 
« rite to the resident to stimulate tbe son bo acooiii* 
plish the filial aets he had ibrought so near to tfaeif 
perfection, ** We desir^j," say they in Iheirlcttct 
to tbe resident, {written so late as Mardi last) 
*^ that you will inform us if any, and wtiat means, 
♦* have been taken for recovwing tbc balance due 
'* from tbe B^um {Priacess] at Fi^abad ; an4 

'' that, 
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^^ tha^i if necessary, you recommend h to the viider 
*^ to enf(M*ce the most effectual means for that pur- 
« pose." 

What their eflfectual means of enforcing de^ 
mands on women of high rank and condition are, 
I shall shew you. Sir, in a few minutes ; when I 
represent to you anotlier of these plots and rebel** 
lionSy which always^ in India, though so rarely 
any where else, are the oflbpring of an easy condi^ 
tion, and hoarded riches. 

Benares is the capital city of the Indian reli-* 
gion. It is regarded as holy by a particular and 
distinguished sanctity ; and the Gentoos in general 
think themselves as much obliged to visit it onca 
in their lives as the Mubometans to perfprmi tlie^ 
pilgrimaga to Mecca. By this means that city 
grew great in commerce and opulence ; and so 
effectually was it secured by the pious veneration 
of that people, that in all wars and in all violences 
of power, there was so sure an asylum, both for 
poverty and wealth, (as it were under a divme 
protection) that the wisest laws and best as^sured 
free constitution could not better provide for the 
relief of the one, or the safety of the other ; anc} 
tills tranquillity influenced to the greatest degree 
the prosperity of all the country, and the territory 
of which it was the capital. The' interest of money 
there was not more than half the usual rate in 
Whi(h it stood in all other places^ The reports 

hftve 
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have fully informed you of the means and of 'the 
terms ii> which this city and the territory called 
Gazipour, of which it was the head, came under 
the sovereignty of the East India company. 

If ever there was a subordinate donainion piea^ 
santly circumstanced to the superionr power, it 
M as this ; a large rent or tribute, to the amount of 
two hundred and sixty thousand pounds a year» 
was paid in monthly instalments with the punc* 
tuality of a dividend at the bank. If ever there 
was a prince who couid not have an interest in 
disturbances, it was its sovereign, the rajah Cbeit 
Sing, He was in posses^n of the -capital of his 
religiOD, and a willing revenue was paiid hy the de-* 
Tont people who resorted to him from all parts. 
His sovereignty and his ind^pfsndencej except hi& 
tribute^ was secured by every tie. His territory 
was not much less than half of Ireland, and dis*- 
played in ail parts a degree of cultivation, ease, 
and plenty, under hi3 frugal and paternal manage^ 
jnent, which left him nothing to desire, either for 
honour or satisfaction. 

This was the light ia which this country ap* 
peared to almost every eye. But Mr. Hastings be^ 
held it askance, Mr. Hastings tells us that it was 
reported of this Cheit Sing, that his father left hio^ 
a million sterling, ^nd that he made annual ^cces-, 
sions to tlie hoard. Nothing could be so obnos^ious: 
\fi indigeiit power. So much wealth could n0( h^- 

innocent, 
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kiitocent The house is fully acquainted witb"^the* 
unfoimded .and unjust requisitioDS whicb were' 
made upon this prince. The question has been' 
most ably and conclusively cleared up in one of the 
reports of the select committee, and in an answer 
of the. court of directors to an extraordinary pub-* 
licationagainsttfaem by dieir servant, Mr. Hastings.- 
But I mean to pass by these exactions, a$ if they 
Avere perfectly just and regular ; and^ having ad* 
mitted them, I take what I shall, now trouble you 
with, only as it serves to shew the, spirit of the 
company's government, the mode in which it is • 
carried on, and the maxims on which it proceeds. 

Mr. Hastings, from whom I take the doctrine, 
endeavours to prove that Cheit Sing was no;sovc- 
reign' prince; bat a mere zemindar or common 
subject, holding land by rent.' If this be granted 
to him, it is next to be ^een under whfet terms he 
is oif opinion such u landholder, that is a British 
subject, holds bis life a^d property under the com- 
pany s government. It is proper to understand- 
well the doctrines of the person whose administra- 
tion has lately received such distinguished sipproba- 
tion from the company. • His doctrine is — *• that 
" the company, or the person delegated by it, holds* 
^^ an absolute authority over such zemindars; — ^' 
" that he [such a subject] owes an implicit and un- 
" reserved obedience to its authority, at the for* 
^'.fdture even.of his iife ^tiid property y at th6 dis- 
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fated weight which oppressed them. I nm a /fo/i^ 
iical necessity for curbing the overgrown poster of 
a great member of their dc>minion» and for mak" 
•f it cotttribute to the relief oj their pressing ext- 
** gencks'^ This is plain speaking ; after this^ it 
IS no \vonder that the rajah's wealth and his df- 
fence^ the necessities of the judge, and the opulence 
of the , delinquent^ are never separated through 
tlie whole of Mi\ Hastings^s apology. " The justice 
^\ and poHcif of exacting a large pecuniary mukt'' 
The resolution ^* to draw from his guilt the means 
" of relief to the compamfs distresses'^ His deter- 
minatioa ^^ to make \i\vixpay largely for his pardon, 
or to execute a severe vengeance for past delin* 
quency*" That '^ as his wealth was p^eafj and 
^^ the company s exigences pressing, he thought it a 
measure of justice and policy to exact fi^om him 
alarge pecuniary mulct^r their relief.*'"^^^ The 
sum'' (says Mr. Whelcr^ bearing evidence, at bis 
desire, to his intentions) ^^ to which the governour 
'^ declared his resolution to extend his fine» was 
forty or fifty lacks> that is four or Jive himdred 
thousand pounds ; and that if he refused, he was 
to be removed from his zemindary entirely ; or 
by taking possession of his forts, to obtain, out of 
the treasure deposited in them, the above sum for 
the company." 

Crimes so convenient, crimes so politick, crimes 

so 
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tiever be wacnn» !x> zrrjat -wiir lac hi? jJ-■ir^!^a■ Bun 
irhd produce ac proc*^ 

But there b asotber ssriVj& jair! ^viiiir is list 
80?) in tinsafifiir. Letifi srpposc tia: tig iij i wa r; 
for which Mr. Uasar^ cansais, a pr»v2r viiidi 
no sdveieigii ever dSi, cc erer csir ^r?^ m arr of 
his sabjeds, namdj, ias cva so>vcn%s aiuitanrr; 
to be o m y e yed bj the ad of pirianyrt ts arj asaa 
or bodjof meo wbaboeres-; £ certuitj vai 
gived to Mr. Hasting Ti^c pTv^eK esns tj 
act of 1773 vere ixmal acd offvi^i ; tisj 
^ven not to the g oterf i o uf geser&L id to Cie 
major vote of the board, as a board, o3 coscj^ijci 
amongst themselves in their pu blict cfar^cSer 9rA 
capacity; and their acts in tbat character ^lA 
pacity were to be ascertaii^ bj records and zl 
nutes of counciL The despodck acts exerdsad bj 
Mr. Hastings were done mertlv in Lis prkaie cha- 
racter ; and, if they had been moderate and jusl; 
would still be the acts of aa usurped aathority, 
and without any one of the legal modes of pro- 
ceeding which could give him competence for the 
most trivial ex^tion of power. There was no 
proposition or deliberation whatsoever in council, 
no minute on record, by circulation or othemisc; 
to authorize his proceedings. ' No dd^ation of 
power to impose a fine^ or to take any step to de- 
prive the rajah of Benares of his government, his 

Vol. IV. F property. 




ff6 SPEECH dN MR. rox*^ 

property, or his liberty. The minutes of coossl- 
tation assign to bis journey a totally diflfcrewt ob- 
ject, duty, and destination, Mr. Wheler, at his 
desire, tells us long after, that l>e had a confiden- 
tial conversatioiv with him on various subjects, of 
which this was the principalis in which Mr. Hast- 
ings notified to hitn his secret intentions ; '' and 
^ that he bespoke hb support of die meiEkSures which 
** he intended to pursue towards him (the rajab)." 
"This confidential discourse, and bespeaking of sup- 
.port, conld give him no power, in opposition to 
an express act of parliament, and the whole tenour 
of the orders of the court of directors. 

In what manner the powers thus usurped were 
employed, is known to the whole world. All the 
bouse knows, that the design on the rajah proved 
fts unfruitful as it was violent. The unhappy 
prince was expelled, and his more unhappy coun- 
try was epslaved and ruined ; but not a rupee was 
acquired. Instead of a treasure to recruit the com- 
pany's finances, wasted by their wanton wars and 
corrupt jobs, they were plunged into a new war 
^bich shook their power in India to its founda- 
tion; and, to use the governour's own happy simile^ 
might have dissolved it like a magick structure^ 
if the talisman had been broken. 

But the success is no part of my consideration^ 
who should think just the same of this business, if 
4he spoil of one rajah had been folly acquired, and 

faithfully 
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iaithfally applied to the ' destruction of tweh^ 
other rajahs. Not only the arrest of the rajah m 
his palace was unnecessary and unwarrantable^ and 
calculated to stir up any manly blood which r^« 
mainedin his subjects; but the despotick style, and 
the extreme insolence of language and demeanour, 
used to a person of great condition among the po* 
litest people in the world, was intolerable. No* 
thing aggravates tyranny so much aii contumely. 
Quicquid mperbia in contumelns was charged by a 
great man of antiquity^ as a principal head of of- 
fence against the governour general of (hat day. 
The unhappy people were «till more insulted. A 
relation, but an enemy to the famijy, a notorious 
robber and villain^ called Ussaun Sing, kept as a 
hawk in a mew, to. fly upon this nsftion, was set 
up to govern there, instead of a prince honoured 
and beloved. But when the business of insult was 
accomplished, the revenue waa too serious a con- 
cern to be entrusted to such hands. Another war 
set up in his place, as guardian to an infant. 

But here, Sir, mark the effect of all these e^tr^ 
ordinary means, of all this policy and justice. The 
revenues which had been hithei'to paid with such 
astonishing punctuality, fell into arrear. The ueir 
prince guardian was deposed without cextmonf; 
and with as little, cast into prison. The govern- 
ihent of that once happy country has' been in tte 
iHimost eoafesbfi ewr skto* s^Mb food* order wai 

1 S takaa 
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taken about it. But, to complete the contumely 
ofiered to this undone people, and to make them 
feel their servitude in all its degradation, and all 
its bitterness^ the government of their sacred city, 
the government of that Benares which had been 
.so respected by Persian and Tartar conquerors, 
though of the Mussulman persuasion^ that even 
in the plenitude of their pride, power and bigotry, 
no magistrate of that sect entered the place, was 
now delivered over by English hands to a Maho- 
metan ; and an Ali Ibraim Khan was introduced, 
•under the company's authority, with power of 
life and death, into the sanctuary of the Geotoo 
- religion. 

After this, the taking off a slight payment 
cheerfully mad6 by pilgrims to a chief of .thenr 
own rites, was represented as a mighty benefit It 
remains only to shew, dirough the conduct in this 
'business, the spirit of the company's government, 
and the respect they pay towards other prejudices 
not less regarded in the cast than those of religion ; 
' I mean the reverence paid to the female sex in ge- 
neral, and particularly to women of high rank 
and condition. During the general confusion of 
the country of Gaaypore, Panna, the mother of 
;Cheit Sing, was lodged with her train in a- castle 
called Bidg6 Gur, in which were likewise depo- 
sited a large portion of the treasures of her son, or 
jiore probably her ^wn. To wliomsoevjer they 
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belonged was indifferent ; for though no charge of 
rebellion was made on this woman (which was 
rather singular, a« it would have cost nothing) 
they were resolved to secure her with her fortune. 
The castle was besieged by major Popham. 

There was no great reason to apprehend that 
soldiers ill paid,, that soldi^s who thought they 
had been defrauded of their plunder on former' 
services of the same kind, would not have been 
sufficiently attentive to the spoil they were ex- 
pressly come for ; but the gallantry and generosity 
of the profession wa« justly suspected, as beinglikely 
to set bounds to military rapaciousness. The com- 
pany's first civil magistrate discovered the greatest 
uneasiness lest the women should have any thing 
preserved Co them. Terms, tending to put some 
restraint on military violence, were granted. He 
writes a letter to Mr. Popham, referring to some 
letter written before to the same effect^ whifih I do 
not remember to have seen ; but it shews his anx-» 
iety on this subject. Hear himself :*cr^^^ I think eoery 
^* demand she has made on you, exeept that of 
'' safety and respect to hei* person, is unreasonable. 
*' If the reports brought to me are true, your re- 
** jecting her offers, or J»y negotiatiorij would soon 
** obtain you the fort upon your own terms. I ap- 
prehend she will ^itempttodefraudthe captors of 
a considerable pa7't of their booty f bj/ being suffered 
" to retire without esatmnatiorh But this is your 

concern. 
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" concern, not mine. I should be very sorry that 
** your officers and soldiers lost any part of the re- 
*' ward to which they are so well entitled ; but 
** you must be the best judge oixht promised'vcAxxl* 
" gence to the ranny : what j^ou have engaged 
" for I will certainly ratify ; but as to suffering the 
'^ ranny to hold the purgunna oi Hurlich, or any 
'^ other zemindary, without being subject to the 
'^ authority of the zemindar, or any lands wlmt" 
^ soever, or indeed making any condition with 
*^ her for a provision^ I will necer consent J^ 

Here your governour stimulates a rapacious and 
laceotioua soldiery to the personal search of women, 
l^at these unhappycreatures should avail themselves 
of the protection of their sex to secure any supply 
fer their necessities ; and be positively orders that 
so stipulation should be made for any provision 
for them. The wi/iow and mother of a prince, 
well informed of her« miserable situation, and the 
cause of it, a woman of this rank became a sup^ 
pliant to the domestick servant of Mr. ijastinga 
(they afQ his own words that I re9,d ;) ^^ imploring 

•' his intercession, that ahe may be relieved from the 

^ hardships and dangers of her present situation ; 

*'* and offering, to surrender the fort, and the trea* 
swe and valuable effects contained in it^ provided 
$he can be assured of safety and protection to her 
person and honour, and to that of her family apd 

f^ uttendants." He is so good as to consent to tbis» 

" provided 
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^ proirided sbe sontiiders cverj titti^ ^ ^itue^ 
^ wididieresexrefliii^ofsiicharudesas jfiitdb^ 

think JiM»ft»3r to her cxHidilioa, or «s ]yoQ jo^ 
sdf^taM. be disposed to ixxiulge ber mith. — JBot 
'^ should she refiise to esecole the promise she has* 
** madc^ or dday it bevond the term of tvrentj'* 
four hours, it is a^podlive injoactioii, that yoa 
immedialely'pot a stop to any fioother iDler* 
coarse or negotiation with h^ , and 00 no pre- 
teit reoei^ it If she disappoints or ir^a nilh 
we, after I have subjected my Aum to the dis* 
^ grace of returning inedfectoally, and of ooorse 
** tnyself to discredit, I shall ooBsider it as a anatfoir 
** aflRroot and indignity :r/firA/rAitif€Teryb#^gfr«; 
*^ nor irill I grant hor any conditions whatever, 
^ but leaye her exposed /o those dangers whidi she 
^' has chosen to risk, rather than trust to the 
'' demency and generosity of our gOTemment. I 
^ tbink sbe cannot be ignorant of these conse« 
^' quenceSy and will not venture to incur them ; 
'^ and it is for this reason I place a dependance on 
'* her offers, and have consented to send fity duan 
'' to her." The dreadful secret hinted at by the 
merciful goveraour in the latter part of the letter^ 
is well understood in India; wbere those who suffer 
corporeal indignities, generally expiate the ofiences 
of others witii their own blood. However, in 
spite of all these, the temper of the military did> 
fome way or other, operate. They came to terms 

wbicl) / 
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M*hich have never been transmitted. It appet^n 
that a fifteenth per cent, of the plunder was reserved- 
to the captives, of M'hich t))e uphappy mother of 
the prince of Benares was to have a ^hare. This 
ancient ma):ron, born to better t^ipgs [a laugh 
from certain young gen^emen]— -I see no c^usp for 
this mirth. A good author of antiquity reckons 
among the calamities of bis time. Nobilmimarum 
f(zmiwrum exilia etfugas. I say, Sir, this ancient 
Udy )|ras tompelle() to quit b^r house ^Ith three 
hundred helpless women, and a mpltitude of chil-* 
dren in her train ; but the lower sprt in the camp 
it seems could not be restrained- They did not 
forget the good lessons of the governour general. 
They were unwilling " to be defrauded of a ppn* 
^^ siderabl(5 part of jLheir booty by suffering theni 
" to pass without eiiamjnation." — They examined 
thenf), ^ir, with a yepgean^e, and the sacred pro* 
tection of that awful char^ctf^r, ^Ir. Hastings's 
xnaitre d'hotel, could pot secure them from insult, 
and plunder. Jiere is j^opbam's narrative of the af« 
fair : — " The rapny came puj; pf the fort, with her 
*^ family apcj dependents, th^ lOth at night, owing 
*' to which sujch attention was not paid to her aa 
^* I wished ; ^nd I aip exceedingly sorry to infgrni 
" you, th^t tl^e licejitiousness of our followers was 
" beyond the bounds of control ; for^ notw\tl{Standing 
f * (ill I could doy her people were plundered on the 
I' road of most of the things which they Ifrought out 
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^f cfthe fort^ by which mamg mx^ ike arikia 
'^ of surrender has beem muck mfru^d, Theifis- 
'/ tress I have kit apoo tbis occasioD camatit be 
expressed, and can only be aU^ped bj a finn 
performaDce erf* the other artidea ci the treaty, 

V which I shall make it my bosioess to eaibrceL 
The suspickws which the c^Bcers had of 

chery, and the delay made to our getting 

sioOy had enraged them, as well as the tioops, 

V so much, that the treaty was at fifst regarded 
*' as void, but this d^ermination w assoon sue- 
^' C^ed by pity and compassion for the unforta* 
'^ nate besieged." — ^After this comes, in his duQ 
carder, Mr. Hastings ; who is full of sorrow and 
indignation, &c. &a &a according to the best and 
mpst autbentick precedeots established upon such 
occasions. 

The women being thus disposed o^ that is, 
9(MDpleXely ^spoiled, and pathetically lamented, 
Mr. Hastings at lengt^ recollected the great object 
of his j^nt^rpt^i which, during his zeal lest the 
pfficers and soldiers should lose- any part of their 
reward, he seems py b^ve forgot ; that is to say, 

V to draw from ^e rajah's guilt the means of re- 
^* lief to the cpmp^ny's distrelses/* This was to 
be the strong bold of his defence. This compas- 
sion to the company, be )^new by experience would 
(anctify a great deal of rigour towards the natives. 
But the military had distresses of their own, whicl^ 
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tbev considered first. Neither Mr.Hastinsjs's autlid- 
rity, Dor his supplications, could prevail on them 
to assign a shilling to the claim he n>adc on the part 
of the company. They divided the booty amongst 
themselves. Driven from his claim, he was re- 
duced to petition for the spoil as a loan. But the 
soldiers were too wise to venture as a loan, vi^hat 
the borrower claimed as a right. In defiance of* 
fid! audiorlty, they shared among themselves about 
two hundred thousand pounds sterling, besides 
what bad been taken from the women. 

In all this there is nothing wonderful. We may 
rest assured, that when the maxims of any govern- 
ment establish among its resources extraordinary 
means, and those exerted with a strong hand, 
tiiat strong hand will provide those extraordinary 
means for itself. Whether the soldiers had reason 
or not (perhaps much might be said for 'them) cer- 
tain it is, the military discipline of India was 
ruined from that moment; and the same rage for 
plunder, the same contempt of subordination, 
which blasted all the hopes of extraordinary means 
from your strong hand at Benares, have very 
lately lost you an army in Mysore. This is visible 
enough from the accounts in the last Gazette. 

There is no doubt but that the country and city 
of Benares, now brought into the same order, 
will very soon exhibit, if it does not already dis* 
play, the saxne appearances with those countries ancj 
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cities which are under better subjection. A great 
master, Mr. Hastings, has himself beeo at the pains 
of drairiog a picture of one of these Gountriea^ I 
mean the province and city of FarmckabadL 
There b no reason to qcestioo bis knowlerf ge of 
the facte; and bis authority (on this poid at least) 
is abo%*e all exception, as well for the state trf* the 
country as for the cause. In his minute of ccB' 
sultatioD, ^Ir. Hastings describes fcrdb> the ceo* 
sequences which arise from the degradadi^a is:to 
which we have sunk the oatire goftfiicnciiL ^ Tde 
total want (says be) of ail order, reg-i^Iarirr, cr 
authority, in his (the nabob of J^^mcioi^i} 
government, and to which, amosg cciher c^ 
<< Yious causes, it may no docbt be c^bag t"-^ t^ 
'^ country of Farruckabad is becocie €*ffti4;i en t^ 

^ the capital, which, bat a Terr at^rt tzM sgr, 
" was distinguished as c&e of tLt ax«t yj^S.-^j^ 
*' and opulent commerce dtks iii Hl:»3oil£:i, lut 
'' present ezhibirs Doti.bi but #:^»a i4 iht fr/At 
** wrttcludpcncrty^ du/Aati'MOftd jnZMry ; aD>c lixJt 
" the na}>.,b birrudf^ thirjgh in tbe pc**>t^-i>Iivo ^ ^ 
*^ tract of cocritry which, with ktjJ eusxzsrx^ vsr% 
'' is notorioasly ca^^«e of jytjt^z, sti ^^jsj"^ i^ 
•* venue of between thirty aoi fcrty la*da^ ^^jj^ 
or four hundred tric^iarii yxizx^j wit^ r^ r/^^- 
^V^zT^r taolfluhmtnt to gRtr.t^n, scarcely tco 
*• maods /Ar mca» 15/" # farf tuh^txef 

This is a true aDd •lyaaggmrtad pkt^f^ ZKt 
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only of Farruckabad, but of at least three fourths ' 
of the country which we possess, or rather lay 
waste, in India. Now, Sir, the house will be de* 
dirous to know for what purpose this picture was 
drawn. It was for a purpose, I will not say lau- 
llable, but necessary, that of taking the unfortu- 
nate prince and his country out of the hands of 
a sequestrator sent thither by the nabob of Oude, 
the mortal enemy of the prince thus ruined, and 
to proteqt him by means of a British resident, who 
might carry hie conjplaints to the superior resident 
at O.ude, or trai^^mil them to Calcutta. But mark ' 
how the reformer perjsisted . in his reformation. 
The effect of the measure was better than was pro* ' 
bably expected. The prince began to be at ease ; 
the country began to recover; and the revenue^ 
began to be collected. The$^ were alarming cir<* 
cumstar^Lces. Mr. Hastiog^ no( only recalled the re-« 
sident, hut lud entered into a fofmfd ^pulatipn with 
the nabob of Oude, never to ^eod an English sub- 
ject agaifi to Farruckabad ; and thus the country, 
described as you have heard by Mr. Hastings, is 
given up for ever Xq the very persons to whom 
he had attributed its ruin, that is, to this Se^awaU 
or sequestraton^ of the nabob of Oud^e. 

Such was the issuQ of the first attempt tQ relieve 
the distresses of the dependent provinces* I shall 
close what I have to say on the condition of 
the northern dependencies, with the effect of 
j^Q last of these attempt^. You will recollect 

Sir, 
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Sir, tb«a6GOuot.I have not long ago stated to you 
as given by Mr. Hastings, of the ruined condition 
of the destroyer of others, the nabob of Oude, and 
of the recal, in consequence, of Hannay, Middle:- 
ton, and JohnsiMi. When the first litlie ^uddea 
gust of passion against these gentlemen was spent^ 
the sentiments of old friendship began to revives 
.Some healing conferences were held between th^m 
and the superiour government Mr. Hannay was 
permitted to return to Oude ; but death prevented 
the. further advantages intended for him^ and the 
future benefits proposed for the country by the 
provident care of the council general. 

One of these gentlemen was accused of the 
grossest peculations. Two of them by Mr. Has* 
tings himselfi of what he considered as very gross 
offences. The court of directors were informed, 
by the governour general and council, that a se* 
vere inquiry would be instituted against the two 
survivors ; and they requested that court to sus- 
pend its judgment, and to wait the event of their 
proceedings. A mock inquiry has been instituted, 
by which the parties could not be said to be either 
acquitted or condemned. By means of the bland 
and conciliatory dispositions of the charter gover- 
nours^ and proper private explanations, the pub- 
lick inquiry has in effect died away ; the supposed 
peculators and destroyers of Oude repose in all 
MCQtity in the bosoms of their accusers ; whilst 

others 
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ttheti ktteceed to tbem to be instructed t^ tbeif 
example. 

It is only to complete the view I proposed of 
ttt conduct of the company, with regard to the 
dependent provinces, that I shall say any thing 
ftt all of the Carnaticky which ig the scene, if pot* 
sible, of greater disorder than the northern pro- 
irinces. Perhaps it were better to say of this 
center and metropolis of abuse, whence all the 
rest in India and in England diverge ; from whence 
they are fed and noethodi^sed, what was said of 
Carthage — de Carthagine satius est siiete qttath 
parum dicere. This country, in all its denomina> 
tions, is about 46,000 square miles. It may be 
affirmed universally, that not one person of sul>- 
stance or property, landed, commercial or mo^ 
nied, excepting two or three bankers, who are 
necessary deposits and distributors of the general 
spoil, is left in all that region. In tiiat country 
the moisture, the bounty of Heaven, is given but 
at a certain season. Before the aera of our influ- 
ence, the industry of man carefuily husbanded 
that gift of God. The Gentoos preserved, with a 
provident and religious care, the precious deposit 
of the periodical rain in reservoirs, many of them 
works of royal grandeur ; and from these, as oc- 
casion demanded, they fructified the whole coun* 
try. To maintain these reservoirs, and to keep 
tip an annual advance to the cultivators, for seed 
' and 



knA cattlei formed a principal object of the piety 
and policy of the priests and rulers of the Gentoo 
religion. 

This object required a command of money; and 
there was no poUam, or castle^ which in the happy 
days of the Carnatick was without some hoard of 
treasure, by which the govemours were enabled td 
combat with the irregularity of the seasons, and to 
resist or to buy off the invasion of an enemy» Int 
all the cities were multitudes of merchants and 
bankers, for all occasions of monied assistance; 
and on the other hand, the native princes were in 
condition to obtain credit from them. The msL^ 
nufacturer was paid by the return of commodities, 
or by imported money, and not, as at present, in 
the taxes that had been originally exacted from his 
industry. In aid of casual distress, the country 
was full of choultries, which were inns and hospi- 
tals, where the traveller and the poor were relieved. 
All ranks of people had their place in the publick 
concern, and their share in the common stock and 
common prosperity; but the chartered rights of 
tfieny and the right which it was thought proper to 
set up in the nabob of Arcot, introduced a new 
system. It was their policy to consider hoards of^ 
money as crimes; to regard moderate rents as 
frauds on the sovereign ; and to view, in the lesser 
princes, any claim of exemption from more than 
settled tribute, as an act of rebellion* Accord^ 

ingly 
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iiigly all the Castles were, one afteV thti oibef, 
plundered arid destroj^ed. The native princes were 
expelled ; the hospitals fell to ruin ; the reservoirs 
of water went to decay ; the merchants, bankers, 
and manufacturers disappeared ; knd sterility, id- 
digence, and depopulation, overspresld the £ace 6f 
these once fiourishinig provinces: 

The company was very Carly seiisible of these 
ttiischie&, and of their tru6 cause. They gave pre- 
the otdets '^ that thb native pf iftces, called poly- 
gdrs, sboiild^of be estirpated.'''^*^ The rebellioh 
[so they choose to call it} of the polygars, may 
(they fear) with too fnuchjustkei be attributed to 
'' the maladministration of the nabob's collee- 
** tors :" — ^They observe with concern, that their 
** troops have been put to disagreeable services;" 
They might have used a stronger expression with- 
out impropriety. But they make amends in ano- 
ther place. Speakibg of tlie polygars, the directors 
say, that " it was repugnant to humanity to force 
" them to such dreadful extremities a^ they under^ 
** went :* That some examples of severity might 
be necessary^ ^^ when they fell into the nabob's 
" hands," and not by the destruction of the eoun^ 
'try: " Th^t they /ear his government is wo;?eo/^Ae 
'^ mildest; and that there is great oppression in col- 
" lecting his revenues," They states that the wars 
in which he has involved the Carnatick, had been 
.a cause of its distresses : ^^ that these distresses 

" have 
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** have been certairily gredt ; but those by the na- 
^ bob^s oppressions they believe to be greater than' 
** all.*' Pray, Sir, attend to the redsdrt fbr thieir 
opiition that tht* government of this their instrii- 
rnetit is more calamitous to the country than the 
ravages of war. — Because, say they, l^is oppressions 
are " mthout intermission. — The other are tem- 
" porary ; by all which oppf^sions wri believe the 
** nabob has great wealth in store.'* From this 
store neither he nor they could derive any advan- 
tage whatsoever upon the invasion of Hyder Ali iii 
the hour of their greatest calamity and dismay. 

It is n6w proper to compare these declarations 
with the company's conduct. The principal rea- 
son which they assigned against the ejftirpation of 
the polygars was, that the weatiers Were protected 
in their fortresses. They might have added, that 
the company itself, which stung them to death, 
had been warmed in the bosom of th^e unfortu* 
nate princes: for, on the taking of Madras by the 
French, it was in their hospitable pollams, that 
Ufiost of the inhabitants found f efuge and protec- 
tion. But, notwithstanding all these orders^ fea-^ 
sons, atid declarations, they at lehgth gave an in*^ 
direct sanctioh, atld permitted the use of a very 
direct and irresistible fofce^ to measured which 
they tisA, over and over agaih, detlared to be 
false poli^, cruel, kibuman, and oppresjslive. Hav^* 
ing, ho«i^vjep, foi>got all attention to the prinCeft 
- Vox.. IV. G and 
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and the people, they remembered that tbey hiid 
some sort of interest m the trade of the couatfy ; 
and it is matter of curiosity to observe the pro* 
tectioQ which ihcy aflorded to this their natural 
object. 

Full of anxious cares on this bead, tbey direct, 
^* that in recTucing the pplyg^rs tbey (their ser- 
^^ vants) were to be cauiiom^ not to deprive the 
^^ tfCffvers and manufacturers of the protection 
^^ they often ipet mth in the strong holds of the 
" polygar countries ;'* — and they write to their in* 
strument, the nabob of Arcot, concerning these 
poor people in a most pathetick strain. ^^ We en- 
** treat your excellency (say they) in particular, to 
*^ make the manufacturers the object of your ten^ 
*^ derest care ; particularly when you root out the 
" polygars, you do not deprive the weavers of the 
" protection they etQoyed under them**' When they 
root out the protectors in favour of the opprfsssor, 
they shew themselves religiously caiitious of the 
rights of the protected. When they extirpate the 
shepherd and the shepherd's dog, tbey piously re^ 
commend the helpless flock to the mercy, and even 
to the tendqrest care^ of the wdf. Thi9 is the 
yniform strain of their policy, strictly forbidding, 
£(nd at the same time strenuously encQu raging apd 
enforcing, every measure that ^an ruin and de^ 
fii)late the country committed to their : charge. 
After giving the .company's idea of the gQi^eom^ent 

• .' of 
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of this their instrument, it may appear dingular, 
but it is, perfectly consistent with their system, 
thatj besides wasting for him, at two different 
times, the most exquisite spot upon the earth, 
Tanjbre, and all the adjacent countries, they have 
even voluntarily put their own territory, that is, a 
large and fine country adjacent to Madras, called 
th^ir jfeighire, wholly out i^f their prbtection ; and 
have e^ntinui^ to farm their i^ubject^, and their 
duties towardiSi these slibjects, to that very nabob, 
whom tbey tUetti^lves cotistantly Represent lis 
an habitual oppt!e6d(ii*i iind a relentless tyrant 
This they have done without any pretence of 
ignorance of the objects of oppression for whlcli 
this prince has thought fit to become thi^ir felilter ; 
for he has dgain eind agafin toikl them, that it is 
for the sole purpose of entercisidg authoi^lty he 
h<)icls the jaghire lands j and he affirms (and I be- 
lieve with truth) that he pays more for that terri- 
tory than the revenues yield. This deficiency he 
mu^ make up from his other territories; add 
thus, in ordet to furnish the means of opprdissfiiig 
one part of the Carnatick, he is led to oppress all 
the rest 

The hou^e per<:6ives that the ilve^y of the cK>m- 
pAny s gover HAietit is uniform. I have described 
the condition of tfce countries indirectly, but most 
substantially, ufider tif^ eompany's authority. Ami 
oow I ask, whether, with this map^of mfegovernment 

Q2 before 
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befoi'e me, I can suppose myself bound l^ my vote 
to continue, upon any principles of pretended 
publick faith, the management of these countries 
in those hands ? - If I kept such a faith, (which in 
reality is no better than ^Jidcs latronuni) with what 
is called the company, I must break the faith, the 
covenant, the solemn, original, indispensable oath, 
in which I am bounds by the eternal frame and 
cwstitution of things,, to the whole human race. 

A? I have dwelt so long on these who arQ indi- 
rectly under the company's administraticm, I will 
endeavour to be a little shorter upon the countries 
immediately imder this charter government-— 
These are the Bengal provinces. The condition 
of these provinces is pretty fully detailed, in the 
sixth and ninth reports, and in their appendixes* 
I will select only such principles and instances a» 
are broad and general. To your own thoughts I 
shall leave it, to furnish the detail of oppressions 
involved in them* I shall state to you, as shortly 
a$ I am able, the conduct of the company ;— Ist, 
towards the landed interests ; — ^next, the commer- 
cial interests J— 3dly, the native government; — 
and lastly, to their own government. 

JBengali and the provinces that are united to it, 
are larger than the kingdom of France ; and once 
contained, as France does contain, a great. and in- 
dependent landed interest, composed of princes, of 
great lords, of a numerous nobility and gentry^ 

of 
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mnoitieSy and potlick faumltioBs. So cttAw 
1769, ^tue oompmj's 
into whicfa these prafvinces had UIbb 
lish adminwtratjan, and tibey 
pnesenlafiop apoo^Ciiis dec^, 
piehended to be ^bc causes €t 
fcpresentitiony Mr. Hastings 
BengaL losteadal 
melanGholy disofder, opoo the hedis of a dresadf::? 
famine, in the year 1772, the fcu cui ui sdadk isae 
new president and the cooncfl lent to tLk a£kiEd 
nation was — shall I lie believed in rdatiR^ it ^ — 
the landed interest of a whole kinsdom, of a kz?^ 
dom to be compared to Fiaoo^ was set cp 1l 
publick aactioD ! They set up (Mr. Hawting^ set 
np^ the whole nobilirf, gentry, and fieefaolicn, 
to the highest bidder. No profeicn c e was ^veu 
to the andent pn^yrietors. They most bid a^inst 
every usorery every temporary adventorer, every 
jobber and schemer, every servant of every Euro- 
pean, or they were obliged to content themselves, 
in lieu of their extensive domains, with tiieir bous^ 
and such a pension as the state aactioneers tfaousrbt 
fit to assign* In this general calamity, several of 
the first nobility thoo^t (and in all appearance 
justly) that they had better submit to the necessity 
of this pension, than continue, under the name of 
zetoindars, the objects and instruments of a system, 

by 
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by which they ruined their tenants, and were ruined 
themselves. Another reform has since come upon 
the back of the first ; and a pension having been 
assigned to these unhappy persons, in lieu of their 
hereditary lands, a new scheme of o^conomy has 
taken place, and deprived them, of that pension. 

The menial servants bf Englishmen^ persons (to 
use the emphatical phrase of ^ ruined and patient 
eastern chief) ^^ wh(w fathers they wouid not hiwe 
^' set with the dogs ^ their flock^'' entered into 
their patrimonial lands* Mr. Hastings's baniaa 
was, after this auction, found possessed of terri- 
tories yieldJQg a rent of one hundred and forty 
thousand pounds a year. 

Such an universal pr<^scriptipn, upoiji 9ny pre^ 
tence, has few examples.. Such a proscription> 
without even a. pretence of de^nqu^i^y, has none. 
It stands by itself. It stands as a, noonument to 
astonish th^ imagination, to confound the reasoa 
of maiikiudf I coafess to you, whea I first came 
to know this business in its true nature and ex- 
tent, my surprise did; a little suspend my indigna- 
tion. I was ii) a ipanner stupified by. the desperate 
boldness of a few obscure young men, who having 
obtainedi by ways which they could not compre- 
hend, a power of which they saw neither the pur- 
poses nor the limits^ tossed about, subverted> and 
tore to pieces, as if it were in the gambola of. a 
boyish unluckiness and malico^ the niosC est£tbUshed 

rights. 



rights, mqA tbit Most anenait snl omt revered 
iastitnfioBSv i^* ag9 and imSionff. Sin I ^31 not 
now trouble yen with anj detail wkb regard to 
iHMKt tfaef bave since done wkh these ssine lands 
and laod-hoUers ; etAj to iDtbna jqil, that m>* 
thing has been suffered ti> settle lur two seasons 
together upon any basis ; and that the levity and 
^oonstaocy ol these mock legis{a^)rs were not the 
least affiictk^ parts of the oppresaoos suffi^red 
under their usurpation; nor wdl any tbia.; grre 
stability to the property of the natives^ but an ad* 
ministration in England at onoe protecting and 
atat^. The country sustains, almost every year, 
the miseries of a revolution. At present, all is 
ancertainty, misery, and confusion. There b to 
be found through tlicse vast regions no ioii^r ooe 
bnded man, who is a resource tor voluntary aid, 
or an object for particular rapine. Souie of them 
wraie^ not. long since, great princes ; they possessed 
treasures, they levied amiies* There was a ze- 
mindar in Bengal (I forget bis nauie) that, on the 
threat of an invasion, supplied the soubah of these 
provinces with the loan of a million sterlin&r. The 
fisimily at tliis day wants credit Ibr a breakfast at 
the bazar. .^ 

I shall now say a word or two on the compa* 
iiy s care of the comniercidl interest of those king- 
doms. As it appears in the reports, that persons 
ia the highest stations in Bengal have adopted, as 
. . a fixed 
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9 fixed plan of poliey, the destraction df all inter* 
mediate dealers between the company and the ma- 
9ufacturer> native nlercbants have disappeared of 
course. The spoil of the revenue^ is Uie sole CBjpi* 
tal which purchases the produce and manufac- 
tures; and through three or four foreign compa^ 
uies transmits the official gains of individuals to 
Europe. No other commerce has an existence in 
Bengal The transport of its plunder is the ofily 
traffick t)f the country. I wish to refer you to the 
jsppendix to the ninth report for a full account of 
,tbe manner in which tlie company have protected 
th^ cpp^fuercial interests of tlieir dominiops ia 
the ea§t 

As to the native government and the adminis^ 
tration of justipe, it subsisted in a poor totterifig 
manner for soip^ years. In the year 1 78 1 , a total 
reyc^Mtion took place in that estabiisbment In 
one of (he usual freaks of legi^ation of the cooncH 
of Beni^K the whol^ qriminal jurisdiction of these 
courts, called the Pboujdary Judicature, exercised 
lill then by thp principal Mussulmen, was in one 
4ay, without notice, without ppn^ultation with 
the magistrates or the people there, wd without 
communication with the directors or ministers 
here, totally sutt verted. A qpw institution took 
place, by which this jurisdiction was divided bor 
^ween certain English servants of the coipp&ny and 
(he Gentoo zemindars of the country, the latter Qf 

whom 
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whom iie?6r petitkKied for it, nwi tat.tfti^ ftat 
appears, ever desbed thia boolL But its natural 
me was made of it; it was ^iade a pretence te 
new extortioD» of money. 

The natites had however one consolation in die 
ruin of tbeir judicature; they soon saw that it 
fared no better withnhe English govermnent ifr 
self. That tt<h after destroying eveiy other, came 
to its perbd. ^This revolution may well be rated 
for a most daring act, even aoiKmg the eatraordi^ 
nary things that' have been doing In Bengfd since 
our unhappy acquisition t>f tile means ef so much 



An establishment of English >goverMient for dh 
vii justice, and for the collection of revedne, was 
planned and executed by the (MresictentMUl council 
of Bengal, subject to the pleastn« of the directors, 
in the year I77S. According to this plan, the 
country was divided into six districts, or province 
In each of these was established a provincial coun- 
cil, which administered the revenue ; and of that 
council one member by montiily rotation,- pre- 
sided in the courts <tf civil resort; witii an appeal 
to the council of the province, and thence to Cal- 
cutta. In this system (whether, in other respects, 
good or euil) there were some capital advanti^. 
There was in the very number of persons in each 
4Mt>vindttl council, authority, communicati(Hi, mu- 
Ittal check, and control They were obliged, on 

their 
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their minates «f eonsoltatian, to enter their reasom 
and distent^; so that a man of diligence, of re* 
$eardv and.toIenUsie segacityr sttting in London, 
might, from these materials, be enabled to fbrm 
some judgment of the spirit of what was going on 
on the fttrthe^it banks of the Ganges and. Durram* 
poater.. 

The court of .directors aa far ratified this eeta- 
Uishment; (which was consonant enough to their 
general jplao of government) that they gave precise 
orders, that no alteration should be made in it, 
witlx>ot tbeir cotisenU So far from being appriaed 
of any design against this constitution, they had 
reason to conceive that on trial it bad been more 
and more approved by their council general, at 
least by the governour general, who had planned it 
^t the time of tlie revolutioo, the council general 
was nomioally in two persons, virtually in one. 
At that time measures of an arduous and critical 
nature ought to have been forborne, even if, n> 
the fullest council, this specifick measure had not 
been prohibited by the superiour authority. It was 
in this very situation,, that one man had the bar-* 
dincsa to conceive, and the temerity to execute, 
a. total revolution in the) £(^rm and the persons 
composing the government of a great kingdom. 
Without any previous stepi^at one stroke^ the 
whole constitution of Bengal, civil and criipioa^ 
w^s swept away. The cD^osQllord .vere r^c^lle^ 

from 
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from their provinces; upwards of fifty of the 
principal officers of government were turned out 
of employ, and rendered dependent on Mr. Uastr 
ings for their immediate subsistence, and for all 
hope of future provision. The chief of each coun- 
cil, and one £uropean collector of revenue, was 
left in each province. 

But here, Sir, you may imagine a new govern- 
ment, of some permanent description, was esta- 
blished in the place of that which had been thus 
suddenly overturned* No such thing. Lest these 
chiefi, without councils, should be copceived to 
form the ground plan of some future government, 
it was publtckly declared, that their continuance 
was only temporary and permissive. The whole 
subordinate British administration of revenue was 
then vested in a committee in Calcutta, all crea- 
tures of the governour general ; and the provincial 
management, under the permissive chief, was de- 
livered over to native officers. - 

But, that the revolution, and the purposes of 
the revolution might be complete, to this comr 
mittee were delegated, not only the functions of 
all the inferiour, but, what will surprise the hous^ 
those of tlie supreme administration of revenue 
also. Hitherto the governour general and council 
had, in their revenue department, administered (be 
finances of those kingdoms. By the new scheme 
they are delegated to this committee, who are only 
to report their proceedings for approbation. 

The 
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The key to the whole transaction is given in one 
of the instructions to the committee, " that it is 
*** not necessary that they should enter dissents/' 
By this means the ancient plan of the company's 
administration was destroyed; but the plan of con- 
cealment was perfected. To that moment the ac- 
counts of the revenues were tolerably clear ; or at 
least means were furnished for inquiries, by which 
they might be rendered satisfactory. In the ob» 
scure and silent gulph of this committee every 
tiling is now buried. The thickest shades of night 
surround all their transactions. No effectual means 
of detecting fraud, mismanagement or misrepre* 
sentation, exist. The directors, who have dared 
to talk with such confidence on their revenues, 
know nothing about them. What used to fill vo- 
lumes is now comprised under a few dry heads on 
a sheet of paper. The natives, a people habitually 
made to concealment, tire the chief managers of 
the revenue throughout the provinces. I mean 
by natives, such wretches as your rulers select out 
of them as most fitted for their purposes. As a 
proper key-stone to bind the arch, a native, one 
Gunga Govind Sing, a man turned out of his em- 
ployment by Sir John Clavering, for malversation 
in office, is made the corresponding secretary; 
and indeed the great moving principle of their 
new board. 

• As the whole revenue and civil administration 
was thus subverted, and a clandestine government 

9 substi- 
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Mbstikiited in the place of H, the judicial institu- 
tion onderwent a like levolatioiu In 1778 tfaoe 
had been six courts formed outof tiie ^x proYin- 
cial councils. Ei^teen new ones are appointed kk 
their place, with each a judge, taken finom the 
junior servants of the country. To maintain these 
dghteen courts^ a tax is levied on the snms in liti- 
gation, of S|- per cent, on the grea^ and of 5 par 
cent, on the less. This money b all drawn ftom 
the provinces to Calcutta. The chief justice^ (the 
same who stays in defiance of a vote of tiiis faonse^ 
and of his majesty's recal) is appointed at once the 
treasurer and disposer of these taxes, levied, with- 
out any sort of authority, from the company, from 
the crown, or from parliamet 

In effect. Sir, every legal regular authority in 
matters of revenue, of political administration, of 
criminal law, of civil law, iu many of the most 
essential parts of .military discipline, is laid level 
with the ground; and an oppressive, irregular, 
capricious, unsteady, rapacious, and peculating 
despotism, with a direct disavowal of obedience 
to any authority at home, and without any fixed 
maxim, principle, or rule of proceeding, to guide 
them in India, is at present the state of your char* 
ter-govemment over great kingdoms. 

As the company has made this use of their trust, 
I should ill discharge mine, if I refuse to give my 
most chearful vote for the redress of these abuses, 

by 
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by putting the affairs of leo large and valoable m 
part of the interests of this nation, and of man* 
kind, into some steady hands, possessing the con* 
fidence, and assured of the support of this house, 
until they 'can be restored to regularity, order, and 
consistency. 

I liave touched the heads of some of the gciev* 
anccs of the people, and the abuses of govern* 
ment. But I hope and trust, you will give me 
credit, when I faithfully assure you, that I have 
not mentioned one-fourth part of what has come 
to my knowledge in your committee ; and further, 
I have full reason to believe, that not one-fourth 
part of the abuses are come to my knowledge, by 
that or by any other means. Pray consider what 
I have said only as an index to direct you in your 
inquiries. 

' If this then, Sir, has been the use made of the 
trust of political powers internal and external, 
given by you in the charter, the next thing to be 
seen is the conduct of the company with regard to 
the commercial trcrst. And here I will nmke aitir 
offer : — If it ean be proved that they ba^^ acte^ 
wisely, prudently, and frugal'ly, as mercbsurits, I 
shall pass by the whole mass of their enormities as 
statesmen. That they have not done this their 
present condition is proof sufficient. Their dis- 
tresses are said to be owrns; to their wars. This is 
not wholly true. But if it were, is not that #ea- 
■ 5 diness 



diMSBto'en^gein wars which distingiiisties them, 
and fi>r which the comnaittfee of secrecy has so 
branded their politicks, founded on the falsest 
principles oif mercantile speculatioo ? 

The principle of buying cheap and seBing clear 
is the first, the great foundation of mercaiifile deal* 
ing. Ha^e they ever attended to this principk:? 
Nay, for years have they not aetoafly aodiorsRii 
iti their servants a total indifercaceas tal!ie (rices 
tiiey were to pay? 

Ji great dealof stricbies8iodrfm^bflBr^»c!sfar 
wbi^ever we contract, is anoCfaer oi tLe ^xiK^ies. 
of mercantile poficy. Try tLe cooip^r. j by ihaC 
test! Ix)ok at the contracts tbat are f^dide il»r taeou 
Is the company so much as a ^ood eozjuh^err to 
their own ^armies? I ci^ag? to seSect £r jvs, «se 
of the innum^iible mass of tLeir dea!s:!^ tJi osn^ 
ducted very nearly alike, oac eoLZr^tst cci^, ''rjs:. 
excessive profits on which dutizg a socrt t^tr:^ 
would pay the whole of tiwr year's dhixrj^^ I 
shall undertake to Aew, tliat upon t%o ^/2j^^^ 
the inordinate profits ghren, wi& the 1oh«i Az^t^ur- 
red in order te> secure those profits, wc^rf y^ % 
year's dividend more. 

. It is a third property of traf:.-:^ xec: t> ^« tv-^t 
their elei ks do not divert the dear!b t^ of !?^ uj^^jiz 
to theiff own b enefit It wstf tbs c^.er i^ v/ % 
when their govemour and coc:ic^ t\xf^ t'^^ ^^v^x^ 
pany's investment with ^ sata cf £,V/ !Vy.tdi;>f 
r,-lis an-induceoeot fic^ perj^-^ie /-^V ^^^^ 
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mmken «f their board of trade to give tfaw htn 
nour that they would abstain from such profits 
tipon that iuTestinent as they must have violated, 
their oaths if they had made at ail. 
. It is ft fourth quality of a merchant to be exact 
In hb accounts. What will be thought, when you 
have fully before you the mode of accounting 
made use of in the treasuiy of Bengjid ? — ^I hope 
you will have it soon. With regard to one of their 
agencies, when it f»me to the material part, the. 
prime cost of the goods on which a commission.of 
fifteen per cent, was allowed, to the aftontsbmenk' 
of the factory to whom the commodities were 
sent, the accountant genial reports that he did* 
not think himself authorized to call for vouchers 
relative to thb and other particulars,— ^cause the 
agent was upon his honour with regard to them*, 
A new principle of account upon honour seenw to 
be regularly established in their dealings wad their 
treasury, which in reality amounts to w entirft 
annihilation of the principle of all accounts. . . 

It is a fifth property of a merchant, who doet 
not meditate a fraudulent bankruptcy, to calculal^t 
his probable profits upon the, money he takes up 
to vest in business. Did.the company, when tb^ 
bought good on bonds bearing 8 per ce^. interest^! 
at ten and even twenty percent, discount, even aalR 
themselves a question concerning the possibiUty qi* 
.advantage from dealiog.on these terms? 

Tbe last quality of a mejfchant I tl^dl^vsit t»«- 
, • ■ ■ k 
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is the taking care to be properly prepared^ in ca&h 
or goods, in the ordinary poorse of sale, for the 
bills which are drawn on them. Now I ask, whe- 
ther they have ever calculated the clear produce of 
any given sales, to make them tally with the four 
millions of bills which are come and coming upon 
them, sp as at the proper periods to enable thei one 
to liquidate the other ? No, they have not. They 
ate now obliged to borrow money of their own 
servants to purchase their investment The ser- 
vants stipulate five percent, on the capital they ad- 
vance, if their bills should not be paid at the time 
when they become due ; and the value of the rupeef 
on which they charge this interest is taken at two 
shillings and a penny. Has the company ever 
troubled themselves to inquire whether their sales 
can bear the payment of that interest, and at that 
rate of exchange ? Have they once considered the 
dilemma in which they are placed — ^the ruin of 
their credit in the East Indies, if they refuse the 
bills — the ruin of tiieir credit and existence in 
England, if they accept them ? Indeed no trace of 
equitable government is found in their politicks ; 
not one trace of commercial principle in their mer- 
cantile dealing ; and hence is the deepest and ma* 
turest wisdom of parliament demanded, and the 
bestresources of this kingdom must be strained, to 
restore them ; that is, to restore the countries de^ 
stroyed by the misconduct of the company, and to 
Vol. IV. H restore 
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• 

restore the company itself, ruined by die oonse« 
quenoes of their plans for destroying what they 
were bound to preserve, 

I required^ if you remember, at my outsiet» a 
proof that these abuses were habitual. But wrdy 
tins is not necessary for me to consider as a se* 
parate head ; because I trust I have made it dvideot 
beyond a doubt, in considering the abu$eB theoH 
selves^ that they ajre regular, permanent, and $ydt€* 
maticaL 

I am tiow come to my last condition^ without 
which) for one, I will never readily lend my hand 
to 'the destruction of any established government; 
>yhtch IS, That in its present state, the govern* 
neat of the East India company is absolutely in« 
€orr%ible« 

Of this great truth I think there oan be littlft 
doubt, after all that has 'appeared in this house* 
It is so very clear, that I must consider the leaving 
any power in their hands, aind the determined re* 
soluticHi to oontinue and couatenance every mode 
and every degree of peculation^ oppression^ and 
tyranny, to be one and the same thing. 1 look 
upon that body incorrigible, from the fullest con- 
sideratioo both of their uniform conduct and their 
present real and virtu^ constitution. 

If they had not constantly been apprized of all 
the ei^rmities committed in India under their au^ 
tbority ; if this state (rf things bad been as much 

a {ilis* 




ftdisoovefy Id tfacai as it 
mi^t flitfter muscIhs 
abuses woaU lead toUfear 
further: If die court ci dizttljx^ had 
fennly oondeBHied evcnr act vricb tn^ basse 
aoy of its comndttBes md cocd^xzssJ ; m 'Ha 
goage in winch thcj expressed tiseir dEsaf^pnohn- 
tion agnnst eoonmties and tbar xsixxs h»i not 
been mwA niore t da a ii e u t and iB^^nact tiaaa asj 
ever used in dds lioose^ I slxnl J edst^ KRoe 
hopes. IftheyhadDOtaotfaeodi»-faaod,asc2a- 
foraily eomniended all dKir servuits mho had 
done dieir doty and obeyed tfaeir cHders^ as ^aej 
had heavily censored diose who nbeilei ; I wi^bt 
savy These people have bera in an enrour, and irhen 
tb^ are sensible of ic they ir31 mend Bat vfaen 
I reflect on the qnifimnily ci thdr sopport to the 
objects of thevantfMrm censore; and the state of 
insignificimoe and di^;race to wUdi all of those 
bave been reduced whom tti^ approved ; and that 
eren ntler ruin and pranatore death have been 
among the fruits of their fiivoor ; I must be con- 
vinced, that in this case, as in all odiers, hjrpocrisy 
is the only vice that never can be cored. 

Attend, I pray yoo, to the situation and pros 
perity of Benfield, Hastings, and others of that 
sort. The last of these has been treated by the 
company with an asperity crf'reprehension that has 
no^ ponllel* . They lament ** that the power of 

H 2 *' dispose 




100 SPEECH ON MR, FOX S 

" disposing of their property for perpetuity, should 
" fall into such hands." Yet for fourteen years, 
with little interruption, he has governed all their 
affairs, of every description, with an absolute sway. 
He has had himself the means of heaping up ini« 
mouse wealth ; and, during that whole period, the 
fortunes of hundreds have depended on his smiles 
and frowns. He himself tells you he is incumbered 
with two hundred and fifty young gentlemen; 
some of tliem oi the best families in England, all 
of whom aim at returning with vast fortunes to 
Europe in the prime of life. He has then two 
hundred and fifty of your children as bis hostages 
for your good behaviour; and loaded for years,* 
as he has been, with the execrations of the natives, 
with the censures of the court of directors, and 
struck and blasted with the resolutions of this 
house, he still maintains the most despotick power 
ever known in India. He domineers with an over* 
bearing sway in the assemblies of his pretended 
masters ; and it is thought in a degree rash to ven* 
ture to name his offences in this house, even as 
grounds of a legislative remedy. 

On the other hand, consider the fate of those 
who have met with the applauses of the directors. 
Colonel Monson, one of the best of men, bad bis 
days shortened by the applauses, destitute of the 
support, of the company. General Clavering, 
w hose pancgyrick was made in every dispatch 

from 



from EQ^and, whose hearse was bedeired mj^ 
the tears, and hung rousd mith the euio^pes of the 
court of directors, barst an bor»est and iniiimaist 
heart at the treacherv oi those utbo mi^jei Lin; i v 
their praises. UDComiacn patieooe and te^-pcr, 
supported Mr. Francis a n h2e loi^c-fr iHiier lijc 
baneful infloence of the cofEmendatka of ihe 
court of directors. His health bo«erer ra^^e w»v 
at length ; and in utter despair, be ^^:::^^fd to 
Europe. At his return the doi>rs of tlie Isdia 
House were shut to this man, who bad been vx 
object of their constant admiiatioa. He has id- 
deed escai^ed with lite, but be has foritrited all ex- 
pectation of credit, consequence, party, acd fcl- 
lowing. He may well say, Jfe nctno mu.ht^o fur 
eritj atque idea nutti comes cjreo. This man, whote 
deep reach of thought, whose large legisiati%'e coa- 
ceptions, and whose grand plans of policy u.ake 
the most shining part of our reports, from whence 
we have all learned our lessons, if we have learned 
any good ones ; this man, from whose materials 
those irentlemen who have least ackuowled^d it 
have yet spoken as from a brief; this man, drivea 
from his employment, discountenanced by the di- 
rectors, has had no other reward, and no other 
distinction, but that inward " sunshine of the souP 
which a good conscience can always bestow upon 
itself. He h^s not yet had so much as a good 
word, but from a person too insigniticant to make 

any 
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Itny other return, for the oieans mth which he haft 
been furnished for performing his share of a duty 
which is equally urgent on us alL 

Add to this, that from the highest in place to 
the lowest, every British subject, who, in obe- 
dience to the company's orders, has been actiYe 
jn the discovery of peculations, has been ruined* 
They have been driven from India* When they 
made their appeal at home they were not heard ; 
when they attempted to return they were stopped* 
No artifice of fraud, no violence of power, has 
been omitted to destroy then) in character as w^ 
as in fortune. , 

Worse, far worse, has been the fate of the poor 
creature^, the np,tiyes of India, whom the hypo- 
frisy of the company has betrayed into complaint 
of oppression, and discovery of peculation. The 
first women in Bengal, the ranny of {lajeshahi, 
the ranny of Bordwan, the ranny of Amboa, by 
their weak and thoughtless trust in the company's 
honour and protection, are utterly ruined ; the 
first of these women, a person of princely rank, 
tnd once of correspondent fortune, who paid 
above two hundred thousand a year quit-rept to 
the state, is, according to very credible infbrmor 
tion, so completely beggared as to stand in need of 
tl)e relief of alms, Mahomed Re;ea Kh4n, the se* 
cond Mussulman in Bengal, for having been distin* 
guished by (he illromened honour <tf the counter 

f fiance 



nanco aod protection of the court of directors, 
was, without tbe pretence of anj- inquiry what- 
soever into his conduct, stripped of all his employ* 
mentS) and reduced to the lowest condition. His 
ancient rival for power, tbe rajah Nundoomar,, 
w«5^ by an insult on every thing which India holds 
respectable and sacred, hanged in the fiace of all 
his nation, by the judges who sent to protect that 
people ; hanged for a pretended crime, upon an 
Mpost facto British act of parliament, in the mid9t 
of his evidence against Mr. Hastings. The accuser 
they saw hanged. The culprit, without acquittal 
or inquiry, triumphs on the ground of that 
murder: a murder not of Nundcomar only, but 
of all living testimony, and even of evidence yet 
unicorn. From that time not a complaint has 
been heard from tbe natives against their gover* 
xiours. All the grievances of India have found a 
complete remedy* 

liden will not look to acts of parliament, to re« 
gulations, to declarations, to votes, and resolu^ 
tioos. No, they are not such fools. They will 
ask, what is the road to power, credit, wealth, and 
honours? They will ask, what conduct ends in 
neglect, disgrace, poverty, exile, prison and gibbet? 
These will teach them the course which they are 
to follow. It is your distribution of these that 
will gjve the character and tone of your govern- 

ment. All the rest is miserable grimace. 

Whea 
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, When I accuse the court of directors of this ha-' 
bitual treachery, in the use of reward and punish;- 
ment, I do not mean to include all the individuals 
ih that court. There have been, Sir, very fre- 
quently, men of the greatest integrity and virtue 
amongst them ; and the contrariety in the decla* 
vations and conduct of that court has arisen, I take 
it, from this : — That the honest directors have, by 
the force of matter of fact on the records, carried 
the reprobation of the evil measures of the servants 
in India. This could not be prevented, whilst 
these records stared them in the face ; nor were the 
delinquents, either here or there, very solici- 
tous about their reputation, as long as they were 
able to secure their power. • The agreement of 
their, partisans to censure them, blunted for a 
while the edge of a severe proceeding. It obtain- 
ed for them a character of impartiality, which 
enabled them to recommend, with some sort of 
grace, what will always carry a plausible appear- 
ance, those treacherous expedients, called mode- 
rate measures. Whilst these were under discus- 
sion, new matter of complaint came over, which 
seemed to antiquate the first. The same circle was 
here trod round once more; and thus through 
years they proceeded in a compromise of censure 
for punishment; until, by shame and despair, one 
nfter another, almost every man, who prefeiTed 
Ills duty to the company to the interest of their 
^gvvaqts, has been driven from that court 

Tbis 
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ill!;, iss- VS3S3L Uter nniTutr- scu: i' .aa? 
been C3e rssnt *i£ He iitEmii.^r v.ihji t;:^' ir^rr- 

sbhr MBi^ 31- Her rtfTHimTTfTiT, Hic ria'^ vzs 

and a:i^ pisiiiiat SHE necuflnrrx. ix^ x :£^ izcx fif^^'i^iL 
all power ef ptil^L iHTrr . iT> Si iiac itier-i ^ 
who !Kan g?^- r.vstf s mc £» \:^ ^lh £& I im. 
ifae cooiosnT. ki ric ierii^e ax tiucu. x was oir- 

is noL wnat t''::rr -^ix ziaT ic oi lie 7r;r:ren;r^ 
of India stock : ficr t^pr^ xj^ zi:- «i«::i hgt ii le 
iDJiircdL If tbe acti-ie niicT pat ii ruf .irrmcfflpr 
who jbnn tne gecerml C2fir:i -k :x» il i:e ciScgs^ 
and direct trie mea^ore^ 't£e r^sc t:^. i.r rrr .Vr^ 
vcfe persoQs whjo LclJ treir stoci a^^ * xeaiis (df 
their subsbtcace, mho Li Lie rart tiex v*:*! -rer* 
oaly concerned in tije sc^errtneit ct Lurit. 5:r 
the rise or fell of their dW^iez^i. k w ;*.l.i ce s^ 
deed a defective p'an of pt--^iCT. TLe LirererC of 
the people nho are soTeixed bj tL*fai wG*^Ii ecc 
be their primary object : perr^p^ a %ery Kr-iZ psrt 
of their consideratioo at aiL E-t then tbev 
might well be depended on, and p^rtLipts more 
than persons in otlier resfects pre;eriL;e, tor pre- 
senting the pecuJalion of their servants to their 
own prejudice. Such a boi!v wouM not ec^!v 
have left their trade as a sp<jil to the avarice of 
those who received their wa<^es. But now thin^ 
are totally reversed. The stock is of no value, 

ivhethcr 



106 SFSECn ON MR. fox's 

.whether it be the qualtficatiOQ of a dii'ector or 
proprietor ; aod it is impossible that it should. A 
director's qualification may be worth about two 
thouaand &re hundred pounds-^and the interestp 
at eight per cent, is about one hundred and $ixty 
pounds a year. Of what value is that^ whether 
it rise to ten» or &U to six, or to nothing, to him 
whose son, before he is in Bengal two inoi)tb% 
and before he descends the steps of the couQCfl 
chamb^^ sells the grant of a single contract for 
forty thousand pounds ? Accordingly the stock is 
bought up in qualifications. The vote is not to 
protect the stock, but the stock is boi^b^ to ac^ 
quire the vote ; and the end of the vote is to cover 
and suppcM't, against justice, some man of power 
who has made an obno^iious fortune in India;, or 
to maintain in power those who are actually etsi^ 
ploying it in the acquisition of such a fortune ; 
and to avail, tliemselves in return of his patronage, 
that be may shower the spoils of the east, ^^ bar* 
^ barick pearl and gold," on them, their families, 
and dependents. So that all the relations of the 
company are not only changed, but inverted* The 
servants in India are not appointed by the direc« 
tors, but tlie directors are chosen by them. The 
trade is carried on with their capiUUs. To them 
the c?vepues of the country are mortgaged. The 
seat of the supreme ppwer is in Calcutta. ThQ 
bouse in LeadenhaU Street is nothing more thaq 
a change for Uieir agents^ factors, and deputies to 

DPeet 
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to^kke care of their affkirj, and support 
; and this bo avowedly^ that wo tea 
&e kmwB agents of the delinquMt sarvanti mar' 
dttdUi^ and dieciplining their forcei^ aiul tim ^Inm 
apokesmea in all their aseembKai. 

Every diiog has followed in Mn mAnsf^ mA nf> 
cording to the natural train (A ev^it^^ 1 f^/U 
€Jose what I have to i ay on tl»e mwtriptM mindi^ 
tion of the companyi by itatin/^ to yvM a i^y'^ ts^M 
thi^ wiU leave no doubt of ti«e oUUtt^ y ^ tiitit 
corporation^ and of tf*f;ir ttr':?r^jrtJ4 ty>, m# r^^itt^u^ 
tlie refiormation of their ibertaa^U, V/j ii^<!¥c I^A^ 
you will be enabled to <liv//v^:f t?4*: v/-^. jgf /m-^ 
upon which they are term;i*MM^ U t^;^ ^;»f^i^; 
It is now more thaa %nv y^:MS4 tiM; 4^^k^ «^ 
count of the poh§ ubayi^ luMi $ uiti^,^^ w^v^>/m ^ 
the oompan/s affatr^ (^Lmm i^^-j^^^A -^^ ^.fy 
of the whole world \(ju% \t^ii/^K 4 «^ U^t^:^ ¥y 
here) that we ini^uM t>Ki ^,^mu?^;i*.Va« t^/ i^^^j -m^* 
into the mmoiumi^ffw^uU i/y wu¥x U^, ^//\^$^i^f% 
a&jn had biien brou;^ t^^ tM i^^i/ ^ fsjou. 
HiCBe bqujrks baid bew y\xf^n^A «itii vij^>^>4^ 
ting diligpppf ; and i^ i^tat U/ay id U^^i^ y^^xt i/j^l- 
lected and \}r\v\tA lor ^^:?i^^ iuiv^uiaV^. iu 
llie result of ttii^M; tnK^uiri^ ^tu^/v^l^ tut ^v«i^* 
■uttcea eoi»sfe;d id ift$y ^i^ni^A ^^k;i^A'i\Ai^ti>, 
lixj vere anaxauioyt. 7 in^ /ym^^ hi <>i;€«hu<Ai>jj 
#ie cooduct <if tU; Indian ^auihii^u i^ikni^ ^«d ^^u- 
^Rtang the iBc^pQitt>ii;iitty ujioii i«vv iiM?i4> wuoui 
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this house, in consequence of these reports, de- 
clared it to be the duty of the directors to remove 
from their stations, and recal to Great Britain, 
" because they had acied'in a manner repugnant to 
" the honour and policy of this nation^ and thereby 
" brought great calamities on India^ andenomnous 
^^ expences on the East-India company'^ ' 

Here was no attempt on the charter. Here 
>ras no question of their privileges. To vindicate 
their own honour, to support their own interests, 
to enforce obedience to their own orders ; these 
were the sole object of the monitory resolution of 
this house. But as soon as the general court could 
assemble, they assembled to demonstrate who they 
really w ere. Regardless of the proceedings of this 
house, they ordered the directors not to carry into 
effect any resolution they might come to for the 
removal of Mr. Hastings and Mr. Hornby. The 
directors, still retaining some shadow of respect to 
this house, instituted an inquiry themselves, which 
continued from June to October ; and after an at- 
tentive perusal and full consideration of papers, re- 
solved to take steps for removing the persons who 
had been the objects of our resolution ; but not 
without a violent struggle against evidence. Seven 
directors went so far as to enter a protest against 
tbe vote of their court Upon this the general 
court takes the alarm ; it re-assembles ; it orders; 
tlie directors to rescind their i^esplution, that is^ 

not 
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not to recfcl ^Jr. Hasnni^ Bud Ztlr. HiiTnDT, snc ii 
despise liie j^esD^aaan a: lae imisE ti: r4.iiunon> 
TTituoX Su muZL a=^ inf urEaenrrc a: jiJu>xa::c ii^^ 
asiifgle pspETy vhiiou: raf iarmajcj it iT>rriTT.i:j^ 
anv comminst a: iitauirT, :iiey sniersejiLi: iJ. iiit 
labours of tiieir own ilr^scixs, fini af riis^ im jse. 

sible that tbev sbo Jd ojit anszurt sase 

aininatiai into i^cts^ 2s a coikiizr far 

anoe to a publki astiiorirT, proceecir::: s^ t* 

deliberald J ; and exerted, ap^are^ilj ai jets^i, ia 

favour of their own? The aas^rer, joi rbe o-i> 

answer which caa be given, is» that tLcj w^:ie 

afraid that their true rdatioa should b^ mt^ts.ken. 

Tbey were afraid that their patrons and utasters 

in India should attribute their support of tbcm to 

an opinion of their cause, and not to an attach* 

ment to their power. They were afraid it should 

be suspected, that they did not mean blind iy to 

support them in the use tbey made of that power. 

Tliey determined to shew that they at least were 

set against reformation ; that they were fiitnly re- 

solvol to bring the territories, tiie trade, and the 

stock of the company, to ruin, rather tlian be 

wanting in fidelity to their nominal servants and 

real masters, in the ways tliey took to their private 

fortunes. 

Even since the beginning of tliis session, the 
same act of audacity was repeated, .with the snmg 

circum- 
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circumstances of contempt of all the decorum of 
inquiry on their part, and of all the proceedings 
of this bouse. They again made it a request to 
their fevourite, and your culprit, to keep his post ; 
and thanked and applauded him, without calling 
for a paper which could afford light into the merit 
or demerit of the transaction, and without giving 
themselves a moment's time to consider, or even to 
understand the articles of the Maratta peace. The 
&ct is, that for 'a long time there was a struggle, 
a faint one indeed, between the company and their 
aervants. But it is a struggle no longer. For 
some time the superiority has been decided. Ttie 
interests abroad are becoihe the settled piepon- 
derating weight both in the court of proprietors, 
and the court of directors. Even the attempt 
you have made to inquire into their practices and 
to reform abuses, has raised and piqued Aem to a 
far more regular and steady support. The com«- 
peny has made a common cause, and identified 
themselves, with the destroyers of India. They 
have taken pn themselves all that mass of enor^ 
mity ; they are supporting what you have repro* 
bated ; those you condemn they applaud ; those 
IKMS order home to answer for tbeir conduct, they 
wquest tx> stay, and thereby encourage to proceed 
in tlieir practices. Thus the servants of the £ast* 
India company triumph, and the representatives of 
tiauB people of Gceat JBritahi ar^ defeated^ 

I tbepe^ 
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I therelbre ooDdade^ wbat jou all coodudey 
tiiat this body being totally perverted from the 
piii|Mises of its kistitutioD, is utterly inoon%ibie ; 
and because they are iecorrigible, both in conduct 
and constitution, power ought to be taken out of 
tiieir hands; just on the sune princ^Jes on wludi 
iiave been ouMle all the just chaises and revolu- 
tions of government Uiat have taken place anoo 
the be^nning of the world. 

I will now say a few words to the gen»ri prin- 
ciple of the plan which is set up against that of ray 
right honourable friend. It is to re-commit the 
goyemment of India to the court of directors. 
Tliose who would commit the refonnation of 
India to the destroyers of it, are the enemies to 
that reformation. They would make a <KgK«ytKm 
between directors and pn^rietQis, which, in the 
present state of things, does not^ cannot exist 
But a right honouraUe gentleman says^ he would 
keep the jH^esent goyermnent of India in the court 
of directors ; and would, to curb them, provide 
salutary regulations; — ^wonderful! That is, he 
would appoint the <M ofifenders to correct the old 
offences ; and he would render the vidous and 
the foolish wise and inrtuous, by salutary r^la*- 
ti<Mis« He would fippomt the wdf as guardian of 
tiie sheep ; but he has invented a curious muzzle, 
by winch this protecting wolf shall not be able to 
open bis jaws aboye an inch or two at the utmost 

Thus 




112 SPEECH OM MR. F^X*S 

Thus his work is finished. But I tell the right 
honourable gentleman, that controuled depravity is 
cot innocence ; and that it is not the labour of de* 
linquency in chains, that will correct abuses. Will 
these gentlemen of the direction animadvert on 
the partners of their own guilt ? Never did a se^ 
rious plan of amending of any old tyrannical esta« 
btishment propose the authors and abettors of the 
abuses as the reformers of theii|. If the undone 
people of India see their old oppressors in con- 
firmed power, even by the reformation, they will 
expect nothing but what they will certainly feel, a 
continuance, or rather an aggravation, of all their 
former sufferings. They look to the seat of power, 
and to the persons who fill it ; and they despise 
those gentlemen's regulations as much as the gen- 
. tlemen do who talk of them. 

But there is a cure for every thing. Take away, 
say they, the court of proprietors, and the court 
of directors will do their duty. Yes ; as they have 
done it hitherto. That the evils in India have 
solely arisen from the court of proprietors* is 
grossly false. In many of them, the directors were 
heartily concurring ; in most of them, they were 
encouraging, and sometimes commanding ; in all, 
they were conniving. 

But who arc to choose this well-regulated and 
reforming court of directors ?— Why, the very 
proprietors who are excluded from all man^e^ 

iY)ent, 



meat, for the wi^zss: « icar ps^v^z. ZTusj 
choose, imdoclteclj, oX vE tusnse^^ss. eel ;Wr* 
themselves; «ad trjcae ^:3& are nest ix^^L ir r»- 
sistin^ voor aotbarirr, tnsc ▼iiD «rc sn^ eizs^^^i 
in fiictioo or iderest wi± tbc d^ J2:::i^il' y-i— **^^ 
objects 



men say, that when thk choice b made, tbe pro- 
prietors are not to interfere io the zneastzres of the 
directors, whilst those directors are b^sj in the 
control of their commoo patrons and masters in 
India. No^ Indeed, I believe thej will ixA desire 
to interfere. They will choose those whom they 
know may be trusted, safely trusted, to act in strict 
conformity to their common principles, manners, 
measnres, interests, and connections. They will 
want neither monitor nor control. It is not easy 
to choose men to act in conformity to a publick 
interest a^inst thdr private : but a sure dependanoe 
may be had on those who are chosen to forward 
their private interest, at the expence of the pub- 
lick. But if the directors should slip, and deviate 
into rectitude, the punbhment is in the hands of 
the general court, and it will surely be remembered 
to Aem at tiieir next election* 

If the government of India wants no reforma* 
tion ; but gentlemen are amusing themselves with 
a theory, conceiving a more democratick or aris- 
tocratick mode of government for these depen^ 
danciesy or if they are in a dispute only about pa^- 

Voi.1V. I tronage; 
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tifonage; the dispute is with me g( so little eon^ 
cevtiy that I should not take the paios to utter c^n 
affirmative or negative to any proposition in it. 
If it be only for a theoretical amusement that they 
are to prqpose a bill; the thing is at best frivolous 
and unnecessary. But if the company's govern* 
ment is not only full of abuse, but is one of the 
most corrupt and destructive tyrannieS| that pro- 
bably ever existed in the world, (as I am sure it 
h) what a cruel mockery would it be in me, and 
in those who think like me, to propose this kind 
of remedy iov this kind of evil ! 

I now come to the third objection. That thia 
bill will increase the influence of the crown. Ax\ 
honourable gentleman has demanded of me, whe- 
ther I was in earnest when I proposed to tbi& house 
a plan for the reduction of that influence. Inde^dj 
Sir, i was much^ very much, in earnest My heart 
waa deeply concerned in it j and I hope tlie pubUck 
has not lost the effect of it. How £ar my judgment 
wfts rights for what concerned personal favour 
and consequetice to o^yseli^ I shall not presum&to 
determine ; nor ia its ei&ct upon me of aAy mo* 
ment But as to thb bilL whether it increases 
the inflnenee of the crpiWH^ pr not, is a question I 
ahonld bQ. atsl^med to 9sk. If I am not able to cqt^ 
cect ^system of oppression and tyranny, that goea 
to the utter rum of thirty millions of my fellow*^ 
CfifatuFea and« fciUowr&vligectt, but by som^ increase 

ta 
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to the itifiuence erf* the crowi^ I am ready here to 
declare that I, who have been active to reduce it^ 
Bhall be at least as active and strenuous to restore 
it again. I am no lover of names ; I contend for 
the substance of good and protecting government^ 
let it come from what quarter it will. 

But I am not obliged to have recourse to this 
e^edient. Much, very much the contrary. I 
am sure that the influence of the crown will by 
no means aid a reformation of this kind ; which 
can neither be originated nor supported, but by 
the uncorrupt publick virtue of the representatives 
of the people of England. Let it otice get into 
the ordinary course of administration, and to me 
all hopes of reforotiation are gone. I am far from 
knowing or believing^ that this bill will increase 
tiie influence of the crown. We all knoW^ thi^ 
the crown has ever had some influence in ti)^ 
court of directors ; and that it has been extreniely 
increased by the acts of 1773 and 1780. Tte 
geotlemen who, as a part of their reformation, pro- 
pose " a more active control on the part of the 
*' crown," which is to put the directors mider a 
secretary of state^ specially named for that put^* 
pose, must know, that their project wiU increase 
it further. But that old influence has had, and 
the new will have, incurable inconveniences which 
cannot happen under the parliamentary establish- 
toest proposed in this bill. An bonouraUeg^Qtlet 

I i man^ 
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man *, not oomt in hb place, but who is well ac^ 
quainted with the India company, and by no means 
a friend to this bill, has told you, that a ministerial 
influence has always been predominant in that 
body ; and thajt to make the directors pliant to 
their purposes, ministers generally caused persons 
meanly qualified to be chosen directors. According 
to his idea, to secure subserviency, they Submitted 
the company's affairs to the direction of incapa- 
city. This was to ruin the company, in order to 
govern it. This was certainly influence in the 
'very worst form in which it could appear. At best 
it was clandestine and irresponsible. Whether this 
ivas done so much upon system as that gentleman 
supposes, I greatly doubt But such in effect &e 
operation of government on that court unques- 
tionably was ; and such, under a similar constitu- 
tion, it will be for ever. Ministers must be wholly 
removed from the management of the affairs of 
India, or they will have an influence in its patron* 
age. The thing is inevitable. Their scheme of a 
liew secretary of state^ with a more vigorous 
^ control," is not much better than a repetition of 
tlie measure which we know by experience will 
not do. Since the year 1773 and the year 1780» 
the company has been under the control of the 
secretary of state's oflice, and we had then three 
secretaries of state. If more than this is done, then 
they i^hnihilate the direction which they pretend 

* Goveraour Johastont. . 
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to sopport; and liiCT auuiueot tK mfissnct nftne 



«-««iH ^nii 



faonmir. Bat in xruix ^ob fgiMTg- of 
a diredioo iolCt aoi tmrr deiibczHDv^ ^witL mc 
officse icaB J sod «itiii«TTri^7'r caarroliiiu:. ^ a sort 
of ottchiziesy ihat can ht k^n in order nut m -vsrr 
short tiooe. Firhfr tie dinerians ^iL dvnulfi jmi; 
derks, or the v o unUis d ^Uic, as iikaer 
been theoourae^ wiUlcaic cvgtj tmng id 



both should affisct acthitr, dLisi^tRj pracrsadziA- 
tioiiy dday, and m tisc exkd, ollBr €SC2fi:si:ja ixiist 



Bo^ Sir, tiiere is ooe kod of ^-^ "^"^ ier 
greater than that crf'tbe oomisatia ta ofix. Tis 
gentlemeQ in oppositiaQ have ioCaC j ov«rjcoBed^ 
altfaoagb It now exists ia its toJ Ti^oar; acd it 
will do so, npoo their scheme, io at kasl as grrca 
force as it does now. TbaticSjeDGe tiis bH 
cuts up by the roots: I meui the ue^jcoc? &//r.;i^fr- 
rioiK. I shall explain mjsdf >— The ofice pren to 
a young man goii^ to India is of tn^Ung ooo- 
sequenoe. But be that goes oot an iasigni^cant 
boy, in a few years returns a great nabob. 3^1 r. 
Hastings says he has two bundred and fifty of thai 
kind of raw materials, who expect to be speedily 
xnanufoctured into the merdiantable quality I men« 
lion« Ooe of these gentlemen, suppose, returns, 
bitbeTi loaded with odium and with riches. Wheq 
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be comes to England, he comes as to a prison, or 
as' to a sanctuary ; and either is ready for htm^ 
according to his demeanour. What is the influence 
in the grant of any place in India, to that which 
is acquired by the protection or compromise with 
such guilt, and with the command of such riches^ 
under the dominion of the hopes and fears which 
power is able to hold out to every man in that 
condition? That man's whole fortune, half a mil- 
lion perhaps, becomes an instrument of influence, 
without a shilling of charge to the civil list ; and 
the influx of fortunes which stand in need of this 
protection is continual. It works both ways ; it 
influences the delinquent, and it may corrupt the 
minister. Compare the influence acquired by ap* 
pointing for instance even a governour general^ 
and that obtdned by protecting him. I shall *push 
this no further. But I wish gentlemen to roll it a 
little in their own minds. 

The bill before you cuts oflT this source of in- 
fllienee. It deisign and m^in scope is to regulate 
the administration of India upon the principles of 
a court of judicature; and to exclude, as far as 
human prudence can exclude, all possibility of a 
corrupt partiality, in appointing to office, or sup^ 
porting in office, or covering from inquiry and 
punish meint, any person who 1ms abused or shall 
abuse his authority. At the board, as appointed 
and regulated by tiiis bill, reward aiid pnaishiQent 

cannot 



oaniMit be stSAed and reversed by a wfaispen That 
commiflsion becomes fiitai to cabal, to intrieoe^ 
and to secret representatioa, those mstruwents oi 
the min of India. He that cats off the meana of 
premature fortooe, and the powo^ of protecting ^ 
when aci|oired, strikes a deadly blow ae tne zr<!ac 
6md, the bank, Ae capital stock of Izasa ieSu^- 
eoce, which caooot be rest^ any irhere. ^r jx firr 
hands, without oiOBt dangerocs «aiec*iisag?g ^ 
the puUicb* 

The third and conrradirtrirr ^jrJtnxxL k, Tiae 
tiiia bill does not k.: ease tse k^jtBEuoe ^ ^:iie 
erown. On the coatrarr, Tidii tue yjsf, y>ver ^jf 
the erown will be lessened, toA trt-rirfer^ %v/ !:::ie 
itfe of a party, by ^ric; the jatros^^ of Ixidia 
tp a eooimisson nonucated by parlkLmesit ai/t: i&^ 
dependent of the cronro* Tiie txintrii>icuw k 
faring, and it has been too wt^Il erposec tt tif&ke 
it necessary for ine to xosbt vpctfi it. But pahdirig 
tile eoDtradictioo, and takii^ it v huout aur re^ck- 
lioD, of all objectioQE that is toe icrost trxtraoidU 
aary. Do not geatlemeo kaov, tliat tue croHo 
has not at prebeat the grant of a siugie office under 
the company, ciifl or ualituiy, at hoaje or auroud ? 
So fu* as the crown is coocemed, it i^ certaiuly 
rather a gainer ; for the vacant offices io tfie new 
commission are to be filled up by the king. 

It is argued as a part of the bill^ derogatory tu 
die prerc^atives of the crown, tbiit the commis- 
sioners 
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9ioners named in the bill are to continue for a short 
term of years, too short in n\y opinion ; and b&r 
cause, during that time, they are not at the mercy 
of every predominant faction of the c^urt Does 
pot this objection lie against the present directors; 
pone of whom f^re pamed by the crown, and a 
proportion of whom hold for thi^ very terip of 
four years ? Pid it not lie against the governour 
general and council named in th^ act of 177S — 
who were invested by name, as the present com^ 
^lissioners are to be appointed in the body of the 
act of parliament, who were to hold their plaees 
for a term of terms, and were not removable at 
the discretion of th^ crowq ? Did it not lie against 
the re-appointiqent, ip the year Ijf&O, upon the 
very s^me terms? Yet at none of these times, 
whatever other objections the scl^enie might be 
liable tp, was it suppQse4 to be a derogation to the 
just prerogative qf tb^ crown, that a commissiOQ 
<^reated l^y act of parliament should have its mem- 
bers m^fA by the authority which called it intp 
»i$tencp? ']|rh|s is not the the disposal |>y parli{^« 
Uiept of any office derive^ from the authority of the 
4:rown, pv now disposable by that authority. It is 
so far from being any thing uew, violeqt, or alarm* 
ing, that I do not recoUept, in any parliamentary 
pommiss}on, down tp the commissipners of the 
|apd tax, that it has ever been otherwise. 

The objection of the tenure for four years in aq 

objectiqi) 
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objection to all places that are not held during 
pleasure; but in that objection I pronounce the 
gaitlemen, Arom my knowledge of their complexion 
and of their principles^ to be perfectly in earnesL 
The party (say these geatlemen) of the minister 
who proposes this scheme will be rendered power- 
£21 by it ; for he will name his party fi*iends to the 
commission. This objection against par^ is a party 
objecition ; imd in this too these gentlemen are 
perfectly steriousl They see that if, by any intrigue 
they should succeed to office, they will lose the 
clandestine patronage, the true instrument of clan* 
(|esttne influence, enjoyed in the name of subser* 
vient directors, and of wealthy trembling Indian- 
delinquents. But as oft^n as they are beaten off 
this ground, they return to it again. The minister 
will name Ins friends, and persons of his own party. 
— *Whom should he name ? Should he name his 
adveMaries? Should be name those whom he 
camiot trust i Should be name those to execute 
bis plans, whom f^re the declared enemies to (he 
principles of 1^ reform ? His character is here at 
Intake. If he proposes fqr his own ends (but he 
nev(3r will propose) such napes as, from their w(int 
of rank, fortune, charac^r, ability, or knowledge, 
are likely to betray or to fall short c^ their trust, 
he is in an independent house of commons ; in a 
boif se Qf commons which has, by it$ own virtue^ 

destroyed 

t 
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destroyed the infitrumente of parlmmentarf sub* 
servience. This bouse of comrnous would not en«- 
dure tbe sound of sucb names. He would perish 
by the means which be is supposed to pursue for 
the security of his power. The first pledge he 
must give of his sincerity in this great reform^ will 
be in the confidence which ought to be reposed in 
those names. 

For my part. Sir, in this business I put all iivli* 
rect considerations wholly out of my mind* My 
sole question, on each clause of the biH, amounts 
to this : — Is the measure proposed required by the* 
necessities of India ? I cannot consent totally to 
lose sight of the real wants of the people who are 
the ofa^cte of it; and to hunt after every matjter of 
party squabble that may be started od "the several 
provisions. On the question of the duration of 
the conmiission I am clear and decided. Can I, 
can any one who has taken the smallest trouble to 
be informed concerning the affairs of India, amuse 
himself with so strange an imagination, as that the 
habitual despotism and oppression, that the mono- 
polies, the peculations, the universal destruction 
of all the legal authority of this kingdom, whicfaf 
have been for twenty years maturing to their pre-' 
sent enormity, combined with the distance c^ the 
seene, the boldness and artifice. of delinquents, 
tbeif combination^ their excessive wealth; and the 

faction 



feetion dbey have maide in Eogbrnd^ can be fiilly 
corrected in a shorter term than foar 3^ears? Nona 
ha» faasarded such aa assertioQ — None^ who has % 
regard for has reputatkni, will hazard it 

Sir, the geotlenieii, whoever they are^ who 
1^11 be appointed to this couuDissioii, have an vn- 
deitakiog of magnitnde on their hands^ and their 
stability most not only be, bat it must be tboug^t^ 
real ; — ^and who is it will believe, that toy thing 
shott o# aa establishment made, supported, and 
fixed m its duration, with all the authority of par- 
liament, can be thoi^t secure of a reaaoaaUa 
stability ? The plan of my honourable firicBd is 
the reverse of that of refbrmii^ by the antbovs of 
the abuse, l^e best we ooold expect fhMi them 
is, ^at they should not condnue their andept per- 
ineious activity* To those we eoohl think of no- 
thing but applying eontrol; as we are sore that 
even a regard to their reputation (if any audi 
thing exists in them) would oblige them to oover^ 
to conceal, to suppress, and consequently to pre- 
vent, all cure of the grievances oi India. For what 
can be discovered; which is not to their disgrace?. 
Every attempt to correct an abuse would be a 
satire on their former administration. Every man 
they should pretend to call to an account, would 
be found tbeic instrument or their accomplice. 
They can never see a beneficial regulation, but 
with a view to defeat it The shorter the tenure 

of 
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of such persons^ the better would be the chance of 
some amendmrat. 

But the system of the bill is different It calls 
in persons in no wise concerned with any act cen* 
sured by parliament ; persons generated with, and 
for, the reform, of wliich they are themselves the 
most essential part To these the chief regulations 
in the bill are helps, not fetters; they are autho- 
rities to support, not regulations to restrain them. 
From these we look for much nx)re than inno* 
cence. From these we expect zeal, firmness, and 
unremitted activity. Their duty, their character^ 
binds them to proceedings of vigour; and they 
ought to have a tenure in their office which pre- 
cludes all fear, whilst they are acting up to the 
purposes of their trust ; a tenure without which^ 
Bone will undertake plans that require a series and 
^stem of acts. When they know that they can- 
not be whispered out of their duty, that their pub- 
lick conduct cannot be censured without a publick 
discussion ; that the schemes which they have be- 
gun will not be committed to those who will have 
an interest and credit in defeating and disgracing 
tiiem ? tl^n we may entertain hopes. The tenure 
is for four years, or during their good behaviour. 
That good behaviour is as long as they are true to 
the principles of the bill ; and the judgment is in 
either house of parliament. This is the tenure of 
your judges ; and ttie valuable principle of tbo 

bUl 
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blU is to make a jufficbl admniialFiilioQ fat India. 
It is to give confidenoe in the ezecolioa of a da^^ 
which requires as much pecsevcnnoe and fixti- 
tude as can fail to the lot of any that b bora of 
womaiL ' 

As to the gain by party, firom the lig^ faoDOOF- 
able geatlemaD's bfll, let it be shewiiy that tiaas 
supposed party advantage is pernicioos to its ob- 
ject, and the objection is of wei^; but untl this 
is done, and this has not been attempted, I sbaH 
consider the sole objectioo, from its tendency to 
promote the interest of a partf, as altogether con* 
temptible. The kingdom is divided into parties, 
and it ever has been so divided, and it ever will 
be' so divided; and if no system for relieving the 
subjects of this kingdom from oppresaoo, and 
snatching its aflUrs from rain, can be adopted 
until it is demonstrated that no party can derive 
an advantage from it, no good can ever be done 
in this country. If party is to derive an advan*- 
tage from the reform of India, (which is more 
than I know, or believe) it ought to be that party 
which alone, in this kingdom, has its reputatK>n, 
nay its very being, pledged to the protection and 
preservation of that part of the empire. Great 
fear is expressed, that the commissioners named i|i 
this bill will shew some regard to a mioister out of 
place. To men made like the objectors, this must 
appear criminal. Let it however be remembered 

by 




l6S SPEECH osr MR. fosl's 

by others^ that if the commUsioncrs should be hb 
friehds, they cannot be fais slaves. But depend-* 
ants are not in a condition to adhere to friends, 
nor to principles^ nor to any oniform iine of con. 
duct They may begin censors, and be oUigsd to 
end accomplices. They may be even pat under 
the direction c^ those \thora they were appointed 
to punish. 

The fourth and last objection is. That the bill 
will hurt publick credit I do not know whether 
this requires an answer. But if it does, look to 
your foundations. The sinking fund is the pillar 
of credit in this country ; and let it not be fof^o^ 
that the distresses, owing to the mismanagement of 
the East India company, have ialready taken a mfl- 
lion from that fund by the non-payment of dsties. 
The bills drawn upon the company, which are 
about four millions, camiM be accepted without 
the consent of the treasury. The treasury, actmg 
'under a parliamentary trust and authority, pliedges 
the publick for these millions. If they pledge the 
publick, the publick must have a security in its 
hands for the management of this interest, or the 
national credit is gone. For otherwise it is not 
only the East India company, which is a great in* 
terest, that is undone^ but, clinging to the security 
of all your funds, it drags down the rest, and tbe 
whole fabrick perish^ in one ruin. If this bill does 
Hot provide a direotion of iittegrity and of ability 

competent 

7 
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f^ooqiavl to tiHttne^ the object!^ If 

jl ifefft, pUkk credk aost (kpead qq the rapport 
aftheUL 

A iM bett sttd, if jpoQ vkdale this charter, wbel 

sBcantjbn Ibe charter of the bank, io wfaidi pub* 

Jick credit is ao deepfy ooucemed, and even the 

charter of LDodoD, in which tiie rights <rf ao many 

sabjeds are inrolved r I ana ver. In the like caae 

thqf hare no secnritj at all — No— no secority at 

alL If the bank sboald, bj every species oi nua* 

BiaiiageBient, &I1 into a state similar to thai of the 

£asl India company; if it should be oppressed with 

denumds it could not answer, asgagemeots which 

it could not perform, and with bills for which it 

could not procure ' payment ; no charter should 

protect the mismanagement from correction, and 

aucb poblick grievances from redress. If the city 

of London had the means and will of destroying 

an empire, and of cruelly oppressing and tyranniz* 

ing over millions of men as good as themselves^ 

the charter of the city of London should prove no 

sanction to such tyranny and such oppression* 

Charters are kept, when their purposes are maii^ 

taioed : they are violated, when the privilege is 

supported against its end and its object 

Now, Sir, I have finished all I proposed to say^ 
as my reasons for ^viog my vote to this bill If 
I am wrong, it is not for waot of pains to know 
wrhat is right This pledge, at least, of my rec^ 
titude I have given to my country. . . 

And 
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And now, having done my duty to the bjil, 
let me say a word to the author. I should leave 
him to his own noble sentimentSi if the unworthy 
and illiberal language with whi<:h he has been 
treated, beyond all example of parliamentary li- 
berty, did not make a few words neeessary ; not 
so much in justice to him, as to my own feelings. 
I must say then, that it will be a distinction ho- 
nourable to the age^ that the rescue of the greatest 
number of the human race that ever were so griev- 
ously oppressed, from the greatest tyranny that 
was ever exercised, has fallen to the lot of abilitiea 
and dispositions equal to the task; that it has fallen 
to one who has the enlargement to comprehend, 
the spirit to undertake, and the eloquence to sup- 
port, so great a measure of hazardous benevolence. 
His spirit is not owing to his ignorance of the state 
of men and things ; he well knows what snares 
are spread about bis path, from personal animosity, 
from court intrigues, and possibly from popular 
delusion. But he has put to hazard his ease, his 
security, his interest, his power, even his darling 
popularity, for the benefit of a people whom he 
lias never seen. This is the road that all heroes 
fcave trod before him. He is traduced and abused 
|br bis supposed motives. He will remember, riiat 
obloquy is a necessary mgredient in the composi- 
tion of all true glory: be will remember, that it 
%as not only in the Roman customs, but it is in 
the nature and constitution of things, that cahimny 

and 



and abuse urp esaeotial parts of triumphs These 
thoughts will support a mind^ vt'hich only exists 
for honour, under the burthen of temporary re- 
pfx>acb» He is doing indeed a great good ; such as 
rarely &lls to the lot, and almost as rarely coin- 
cides with the desires, of any 4nan. Let him i|sa 
Ills time. Let him give the whole length of the 
ireins to his benevolence. He is now on a great 
eminence, where the eyes of mankind are turned 
to him. He may live long, he may do much. 
But here is the summit. He never can exceed 
what he does this day; 

He has faults ; but they are faults that, though 
they may in a small degree tarhish tbb lustre, and 
sometimes impede the march of his abilities, have 
nothing in thekn to extinguish the fire of great vir« 
tMes. In those faults, there is no mixture of de- 
ceit, of hypocrisy, of pride, of ferocity, of com- 
pli^onal despotism, or want of feeling for the dis- 
tresses of mankind. His are faults which mtsrbt 
exist in a descendant of Henry the Fourth of 
France, as they did exist in that father of his 
country. Henry the Fourth wished that he might 
live to see a fowl in the pot of every peasant in his 
Jsingdom. That sentiment of homely benevolence 
was worth all the splendid sayings that are re« 
corded of kings.. But he wished perhaps for more 
than could be obtained, and tiie goodness of the 
man exceeded the poWer of the king. But this 
. Vol* IV* JC jentlemaa. 
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gentleman^ a subject^ may this day say this at leas%. 
with truth, that he secures the rice 4n his pot to 
every- man in India. A poet of antiquky tbou^ 
it one of the first dbtioctiom to a prkice whom he 
meant to celebratCi that through » long »u«ce8sioi» 
i»f generations, he bad been^-the progenitor of aa> 
able and virtuous citizen^ who by force of fcbe ar<ls 
of i^eaee, hadcorvected governnientS'of oppression^ 
and suppressed wara of rapine. 

' Ifidolb }m)h qfuanta jiivctiis, quantui»c|4i« dalunis 
Ausoniae pcipulis, ventum hd saecnlft civem. 
I4le super Gangem, super cx«iudituft*et hido^, 
Implebit terras voce ; et fivrialia bella 
Fulmiue conipeseei lingua.- ' 

it 

Tliis was^ what was said of the predeceseor ef tke 
only person to whose eloquence it does not wisong 
tliat of the mover of this bill to be eompared. Buf 
the Ganges and tlie Induti are the patrimony of 
the fame of my honoupable friend^ and not of 
Cicero. I confess^ I anticipate M'itb joy the reward 
of those, whose Mhole consequdnee, power, and 
authority, exist only for the benefit of mankind): 
and I carry my minchto ail the people, and aU the 
names and descriptionsy tbat> relieved by this bill^ 
will bl^ss the labours of this parliament, and Ae 
confidence which the best house of commons baS' 
given to him who the best deserves iu Tbe little 
cavils of party wiU not be heard, whene freedom 
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ind happidess w^l be felt There i$ not a toogu^ 
a natiooy or religion in India, which will not bleis 
the piesiding care and manly beneficence of thif 
bouse^ and of him who proposes to you this great 
work. Year names will never be separated before 
the throne of the Divine Goodness^ in iHiiatevef 
language^ or with whatever rights, pardon is asked 
for sin, and reward ibr those 'Who imitate the Qod- 
head in his universal bounty to his creatures* 
These honours you deserve, and they will surely 
be paid, when all the jargon of influence, and 
party, and patronage^ are swept into oblivion. 

I have spoken what I think, and what I feel, of 
the mover of tHis bill An honourable friend of 
mine, speaking of his merits, was charged witb 
having made a studied panegyrick. I don*t knoi^ 
what his was. IV^ine, I am sure, is a studied pa* 
begyrick ; the fruit of much meditation ; the re- 
sult of the observation of near twenty years. For 
my own part, I am happy that I have lived to see 
this day ; I feel myself overpaid fortfae labours of 
eighteen years, when, at this late period, I am able 
to take my share, |)y one humble vote, in destroy** 
ing a tyranny that exists to the disgrace of this 
nation, and the destcuction of so large a part of 
the human specief* 



K8 




i. 



* » 



HEPRESEXTJTIOy 



TO 



HIS MAJESTY, 



MOV£D isr 



THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 



BT THm 



fiJGHT HON. EDMUNP BURKi; 

WILLIAM windha:^!, Esa 

On Monday, Jm&e 14, 1784, and segatlved. 



WITH 



J PREFACE JND NOTES. 




PREFACE. 

jLHE representation now ^ven to the 
rdates to some of the most essentud prvnlegss of 
the house of cooiaions. It would appear of little 
importance^ if it were to be judged by its recep- 
tion in the place w here it was proposed. Theift 
it was rejected without debate. The subject mat- 
ter may, perhaps, hereafter appear to merit a more 
serious consideration. Thinking men will scarcely 
regard the penal dbsolution of a parliament as a 
very trifling concern. Such a dissolution must 
operate forcibly as an example ; and it much im* 
ports the people of this kingdom to consider vrhat 
lesson that example is to teach. 

The late bouse of commons was not accused of 
•n interested compliance to the will of a court 
The charge against them was of a difiereot nature. 
They were charged with being actuated by an ex- 
travagant spirit of independency. This spdcies of 
oflfenQe is so closely connected with merit; thia 
vice bears so near a resemblance to virtue ; that 
the flight of a house of commons above the ex* 
Upt temperate medium of independence, ought to 

be 
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be cqrrectly ascertained, lest we give encourage^ 
tneqt to dispositions of a less generous nature, and 
less safe for the people ; we ought to call for very 
jsolid and convincing proofs of the existence, and 
of the magnitude too of the evils, which are charge 
cd to an independent spirit, before we give sane* 
tion to any measure, that by checking a spirit so 
easily damped, and so hard to be excited, may af- 
fect the liberty of a part of our constitution, which, 
if not free, is worse than usejpss. 

The ^Editor does npt deny, that by possibility 
such an abuse o^ay exist: but primA fronte^ tber^ 
is no reason to presume it. The house of comr 
mons is npt, by its complexion, peculiarly subject 
to the disteiiipers of an independent habit. Very 
little compulsion is necessary on the part of the 
people, to render it abundantly complaisant to mi- 
nisters and favourites of all descriptions. It re- 
quired a great length of time, very considerably 
industry and perseverance, no vulgar policy, tlie 
union of many men and many tempers, and the 
concurrence of events which do not happen every 
day, to build up an independent house of com- 
mons. Its demolition was accomplished in a mo« 
nient ; and it wa^ the . work of ordinary hands. 
But to construct i$ a matter of 3kill \ to demolbh| 
force and fury are sufficient. 

The late l^ouse of commons has been punished 
fas it5 independence. That example i^ made^ 

JJaye 



Have we an example on record, of a hoMe of oooi* 
tnons punished for its servility ? The rewards of 
ja- senate so disposied, are iioaoifest to the warldL 
Several gentlemen are yigry desirous of altering tii^ 
constitution of the house«,of cooipaons : but they 
^Hlst alter th^ frame and constitution of iuimso) 
nature itself, before they can so fashion it by asj 
mode of election, that its conduct will not be ia* 
iluenced by reward and punishment; by fame, and 
by disgrace. If these examples take root in &e 
minds of men, what members hereafter will b^ 
bold enough not to be corrupt ? Especially as tbe 
icing's high-w^y of obsequiousness is so very broad 
and easy. To make a passive member of parliar 
xnent, no dignity of mind, no principles, of bo- 
nour, no resolution, no ability, no industry^ no 
learning, no experience are in the least degree ncr 
cessary. To defend a post of importapce against ^ 
powerful enemy, requires an Elliot; a drunken 
jinvalid is quajifiejd to hoist a white flag, or to dcr 
iiypr up the keys of the fortress on his knees. 

The gentlemen chosen into this parliament, for 
the purpose of this surrender, were bred to bettar 
things ; and are no doubt qualiQed for other ser- 
vice. But for this strenuous exertion of inacti- 
vity, for the vigorous task of submission and pas* 
$ive obedience, all their learning and ability are ra*' 
^her a fi;attcr of perspn^ or|3amei)t to themselves^ 

than 
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tiian of the least u«e {n the performance of their 
jiuty. 

The present aonrender, therefore, of rights and 
privileges, without examination, and the resolu* 
tjon to support any minister given by the secret 
advisers of the crown, deterqaines not cmly on all 
the power and antbority of the house, but it settles 
^he character and description of the men who are 
to compos it ; and perpetuates that character as 
)ong as it may be thought expedient to tceep up a 
phantom of popular representation* 

It is for the chance of some amendment before 
this new settlement takes a permanent form, and 
while the matter is yet soft and ductile, that the 
Editor has republished ^bis piepe, and added some 
tiotes and explanations to it. H^s intentions, he 
bopes, wil) expuse him to the original mover, and 
to the world. He acts from a strong sense of the 
incurable ill effects of holding out the conduct of 
the late house of commons, as an example to be 
shuqped by future representatiyes of the people* 
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6PEECH FROM THE THRONE. 



ZuntB, W Die Juni;, 1784 

A MOTION was made, That a representatipii 
be presented to bis majesty, most humbly to offer 
to his royal consideration, that the address of this 
house, ypon his majesty's speech from the throne^ 
was dictated solely by our conviction of his ma- 
jesty's owa most gracious intentions towards his 
people, which, as we feel with gratitude, so we are 
^ver ready to acknowledge with, chearfulness and 
satisfaction. 

Impressed with these sieiitiments, we w6re will- 
ing to separate from our general expressions of 
4uty, respect, and veneration to his majesty's royd 
person and his princely virtues, all dlHcussioD what- 
iever, with relation to several of the matters sug- 
gested, and several of t^e expressjpns employ ed ia 
^atspeecbf 

That 
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That it was not fit or becomings that any de- 
cided opinion should be formed by his faithful 
iCommons, on that speech, without a degree of de- 
liberation adequate to the importance of the ob« 
ject. Having afforded ourselves due time for that 
deliberation, we do now most humbly beg leave 
to represent to his majesty, that, in the speech from 
jlhe throne, his ministers have thought proper to 
use a language of a very alarming impoft, uiiau- 
tborized by the practice of good times, and irre- 
concileable to the principles of this government. 

Humbly to express to his majesty, that it is the 
privilege and duty of this house to guard the con-^- 
stitution from all infringement on the part of nai* 
nisters; and whenever the occasion requires i!, 
to warn them against any abuse of the authorities 
committed to them : but it is very lately *, that 
in a manner not more unseemly than irregular 
and preposterous, ministers have thought proper^ 
by admonition from the throne, implying distrust 
and reproach, to convey the expectations of the 
people to us, their sole representatives f; and have 

*Sei: King'5 Speech, Dec. 5, 1782» aii<} May 19» 1784. 

-f ^ I will never submit to the doctrines I have heard this 
day from the woolsack, that the other house [house of com* 
ipons] are the only representatives and guardians of the peo- 
ple's rights ; I boldly maintain the contrary — I say this house 
[house of lords] is equally the representatives of the peopfeJ* 
Lord Shellfumt^s speech, April 8, 1778. Vide Farliamtntan^ 
fiegisterf vol. 10, page 3^Q» 

presuaie4 
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presumed to caution us, tbe natural guard&ms of 
the constittttioOy against any infriugement of it oa 
our parts. 

This d wgerous iiuiovaUon we, his faithfiil €om^ 
inoQS, think it our duty to mark; and as these 
admonitions from the throne, by th^ fipequenC 
repetition, seem intended to lead gradually to tbe 
establishment of an usage, we hold ourselves bound 
thus solemnly to piotest against thenu 

This house will be, as it ever ought to be, aoxt* 
ously attentive to tbe inclinations and interests of 
its constituents : nor do we desire to straiten any 
of the avenues to the throne, or to either houae 
of parliament. But tbe ancient mtler, in wliichi 
the rights of the people have been exercised, is 
oot a restriction o( these rights. Ifr is a niethod 
proviclently framed io favour of those privileges^ 
which it preserves and enforces by keeping in that 
course which has been found the most effectual for 
answering their ends^ His majesty may receive 
the opinions and wishes of individuals under their 
signatures, and of bodies corporate under their 
seais^ as expressing their own particular sense: aiut 
he may grant such redress as the legal powers ef 
the crown enable the crown to afibrd. This, and 
, Ibe other house of parliament, may also receive the 
.wishes of such corporations and individuals by 
petition. The collective sense of his people his 
majesty is to receive from hh commons in pariia- 

meal 




oient Assembled. It would destroy the whole spirit 
of the coRstttotion, if hid commons urere to receite 
that sense from the ministers of the crow», or t^ 
admit them to be a proper w a regular channel 
^ conmying it 

That the ministers in the said speedi declare 
^ His majesty has it just and confident rdiaace^ 
^ that we (his £»itbful commons) are animated 
*' with the same sentiments of loyalty^ and the 
^ same attachment to our excellent constitution^ 
^ which we had the happiness to see so fully mani^ 
*^ fested in every part ctf the kingdom.'^ 

To represent^ that his faitliful commons hani 
never failed ih loyalty to his majesty^, It is new 
to them to be reminded of it* It is unnecessary 
and. invidious to press it upon them by any ex^ 
amplcv This recommendatbn o( loyalty, after his 
majesty has ^at for so many years, with the full 
support of all descriptions of his subjects, on the 
throne of this kingdom, at a time of profound 
peace, and without any pretence of the existence! 
or apprehenfflon of war or conspiracy, becomes 
in itself a source of no small jealousy to his faithfel 
Commons; as many circumstances lead us to ap- 
prehend that therein the ministers have reference 
to some other measures and principles of loyalty, 
and to some other ideas of the constitution, thaa 
the laws require, or the practice of parliament will 

- admit. 

. . « No 
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Ko ic^Bixr CGnunqniniriop ox" the praofe of 
loyaltv aiid latacbinem to the cocsUoiian, luluAed 
to in the speeck frosii toe toroDe, iiftve been kid 
before this hopsey in onKr to eoabte ds to fud^e 
of the nature, tendency, or occ&sion of taoB ; or 
IB what pankaicr acts tbey were dBpiayod ; but 
if we are to scroose the manrKrataiians at iovahy 
(which are iiei;:; out to us as an exampie iar imita- 
tion) coosist in cen^a addrKses delivered to his 
majesty^ proniiin^ support to his maTestv in the 
exercise of his pziETDgaiive, and thanking his ma- 
jesty fcH" iie£rc*viQg isrt&iii of his ministers, on ac- 
count of the votes tiiej have given npon bilk de» 
pending in pariiament, — if this be the example of 
loyaltj alhided to in the speech from ibe throne, 
tlien we must beg leave to express our seiions con^ 
ecm for the impression which has been made oi» 
any of our feUow-siibjects by misrepresentattonSy 
whidi have seduced them mto a seeming approbft* 
tion of proceedings subverave of ^ir ou-n &ee« 
ftgsL We cooceive, taut the opinion^ delivered 
IQ these papera were not well coasid^red; no? 
^vore the panies duly inf(?rmed of the ontore of tbe^ 
jnattei^ on which tbey were called ^ determine^ 
Hor <^ thoaei pFOceediogs of parliameot which tbey 
were kd to ceostire. 

Wo filiali act mpre advisedly. — ^The loyalty ivtt 
iball manifest will not be tiie same with tbeira ; 
btt^ we tras^ it will be equally sincerei ^Xtd moro 

inUubteiMd. 
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Mltghtened. Tt is no slight authority which sEiall 
persuade us (by receiving 4s proofs of loyalty th€f 
mistaken principles lightly taken up in these ad« 
dresses) obliquely to crimimttey with the heavy and 
lingrounded charge of disloyalty and disaffection^ 
an uncorrupt, independent, and reforming parlia^ 
ment^. Above all^ we shall take care that none 

of 

• In tHat parliament tKe house of cbmmohs ty two several 
resolutions put an end to the American war. Immediately 
on the change of ministry, which ensued, in order to secure 
their own independence, and to prevent the accumulation of 
new burthens on the people by the growth of a civil list debt^ 
they passed the establishment bill. By that bill thirty-six 
offices tenable by members of parliament were suppressed ; 
and an order of payment was framed, by which the growth of 
any fresh debt was rendered impracticable. Thcf debt on tlie 
tivil list front the beginhing of the present reigii htid amount-^ 
ed to one millioR three hundred thousand pounds and up* 
wards. Another act was passed for regulating the ofificeof the 
paymaster-genenll,and the offices subordinate to it. A million 
of publick money had sometimes been in the hands of the pay 
masters: this act prevented the possibility of ftny money wh a t^ 
soever being accumtilated in- that ofiice in future. The offices 
of the exchequer^ whute/emoluments in time of war were ex^ 
ccssive, and grew in exact proportion to the publick burthens^ 
were rcgijllated ; some of them suppressed, and the rest reduced 
to fixed sfklaries. To secure thfe freedom of election against the 
crown, a bill was passed to disqualify all officers concerned iti 
the collection of the revenue in any of its branches from 
Totiiig in eleclioDs; a most important act, not only with regard 
to its primary objeo^ the freedom of election, but as materially 
fcrwarding the due collection of revenue. For the same end, 
(the priocrvin^ the freedom of election) the house rescinded 

the 






cooslAotij aoowd bj tfais faooae ^siii vUch «€ 
hold and excrdfie hi trast lor die oouudobs of 
Gnat Biitun, and far dicir bcoeit) shall be con* 
atraclifeljf surrendered, or eren areakeoed and iai« 
paired under amiMgooos phrases, and implications 
of censure on the late parliamentary proceedings* 
If these claims are not weU-founded, they ought to 
be honestly abandoned ; if they are just, they ought 
to be steadily and resolutely maiatained. 

Of his majesty's own gracious disposition to* 
wards the true principles of our free constitution^ 
his faithful commons never did, or could enter- 
tain a doubt : but we humbly b^ leave to express 

the lanioos judgment relative to the Middlesex election, and 
expunged it from the journals. On the principle of refonaa-^ 
don of their ovn house, connected with a principle of publick 
ceconomy, an act passed for rendering contractors with go* 
vemment incapable of a seat in parliament. The India Bill* 
(aofortnnately lost in the house of lords) pursued the same 
ides to its completion ; and disabled all servants of the East 
India company from a seat in that house for a certain time* 
and until their conduct was examined into and cleared. The 
remedy of infinite corruptions and of infinite disorders and 
oppressions, as well as the secuiity of the most important ob* 
jects of publick oeconomy, perished with that bill and that 
parliament. That parliament also instituted a committee to 
inquire into the collection of the revenue in all its branches, 
which prosecuted its duty with great vigour; and suggested 
several material improvements* . 4 

Vot.IV. L to 
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to his majesty our uneasiness eonc^rtiing ofhef 
new and unusual expressions of his ministers, de- 
claratory of a resolution ** to support in their jiui 
•' balance^ the rights and pririlegesof etery branch 
" of the l^islature.'' 

It were desirable that a)l hazardous tiieories con* 
cerning a balance of rights and privileges (a modfc 
of expression wholly foreign to parliamentary 
nsage) might have been forborne. His liiajestyTi 
faithful commons are well instructed in their owti 
rights and privileges, which they are determined 
to maintain on the footing upon which they were 
handed down from their ancestors : they are not 
unacquamted with the rights and privileges of tlie 
house of peers ; and they know and respect the 
lawful prerogatives of the crown : but they do not 
think it safe to admit any thing concerning the ex- 
istence of a balance of those rights, privileges, and 
prerogatives ; nor are they able to discern to what 
objects mhinsters would apply their fictioa of ba- 
lance ; nor what they would consiider as a just one. 
* These unauthorized doctrines have a tendencv to 
Stir improper discussions ; and to lead to mis- 
chievous innovalions in the constitutioa *• 

That 

* If thes* srpcenhitions are let loose, tile bouse of lofds roaj 
' quarrel with thefr share of thelegislatiire, as being fimited witli 
*• Regard to the effgiiiation of grants to the crown and the origi- 
nation of moaey bills* The advbets of the erown may think 
*^ - WW . ^ . . . proper 
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> I3iat bis iiutbful cDmmooa most humblj re« 
QQiniDeiid, instead of the inconsideratd spocula*^ 
tioiui of unexperienced men, that on all occasions^ 

resort 

{>roper to bridg its negative idto ordinary Use; and even to dis- 
pote^ whether a mere negative, compared with ihe deliberative 
]K>wer, exercised in the other houses, be such a share in the 
kgislature^ as to produce a due balance in favour of that 
branchy and thus justify the previous interference of the 
crown^ in the manner lately used^ The following will serve 
to shew how inuch foundation there is for great caution, con<* 
cerniilg these novel speculations* X.ord Shelburne, in his ce- 
}eb rated speech, April 8th ^ 1778, expresses himself as foU 
lows : Vide ParUammiary liegistisr^ vol. x» 

^ The noble and learned lord on the woolsack^ ib the de* 
^ bate which opened th^ business of this day^ asserted that 
** your lordship* were laeompeteDt to make any alteratioa in 
** a money bill^ or a bill of supply* I should be glad to see 
f* the BMtter fully and fairly discussed, and thesubject brought 
f* forward and argued upon precedent, as well as all its col^ 
*' lateral relations^ I should be pleased to see the question 
^* fairly cerainiltedf were it for qd other reason, but io hear 
H the sieek smooth contractors from the other house, cpme te 
** this bar and declare, that they^ and they only, could frame 
^ a mamy bill; and they^ and they mtfy^ could di^ose of the 
^ property tf tht petr$ ofQuat Britain. PeHiaps some argi»- 
^ meats more plausible than those I heard this day from xhh 
** woplsack) to shew that the commons have an uncontrplable^ 
'* unqualiied right, to bind your Ibrd&hips' property, may bfe 
** urged by them. At present, I beg leave to differ from the 
*' noble and learned lord ; for until the claim, after a solemn 
^ dtseussion of thehouae, is openly and directly relinquished^ 
** I shall continue to be of opinion, that your lordships have 
** a right to eZ/rr, amend, or reject a money bill/' 

L 2 " The 
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resort should be had to the happy practioe Of par« 
liamenty and to those solid maxims of government 
which have prevailed since the accession of his ma-^ 
jesty's illustrious family, as furnishing the only safe 
principles on which the crown and parliament can 
proceed. 

We think it the more liecessfiry to be cautious 
on this head, as, in the last parliament, the present 
ministers had thought proper to countenance, if 
not to suggest, an attack upon the most cleat and 
undoubted rights and privileges of this house *. 

Fearing 

The duke of Richmond also, in his letter to the volnnteers 
of Ireland, speaks of several of the powers exercised by the 
house of commons, in the light of usurpations : and his grace 
ifl of opinion, thfit when the people ar^ restored to what he 
conceives to be their rights, in electing the house of commons^ 
the other branches of the legislature ought to be restored to 
theirs. Vide Remembraneerf toK xvi, 

* By an act of parliament, the directors of the East India 

company ave restrained from acceptance of bilh drawn from 

India, beyond a Certain amount, without the consent of the 

commissioners of the treasury. The late house of commons 

finding bills to an inimense amount, drawn upon that body by 

their servants abroad, and knowing their circumstances to be 

exceedingly doubtful, came to a resolution providently cau* 

tioning the lords of the treasury against the acceptance of 

these bills, until the house should otherwise direct. The court 

lords then took occasion to declare against the resolution as 

illegal, by the commons undertaking to direct in the execn* 

tion of a trust created by act of parliament. The house 

justly alarmed at this resolution, which went to the destruo* 

tioo 
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Fearing^ from these extraordinary admonitionSi 
and from the new doctrines, which seem to have 
dictated several iinusual expressionsi that his ma- 
jesty has been abused by false representations of . 
the Ute proceedings in parliament, we think it our 
doty respectfully to inform hb majesty, that no 
attempt whatever has been made against his law« 
ful prerogatives, or against the rights and privi^ 
leges of the peers, by the late house of commons, 
in any of their addresses, votes, or resolutions : 
neither do we know of any proceeding by bill, in 
wbicfa it was proposed to abridge the extent of his 
royal prerogative : but, if such provision had ex* 
isted in any biU^ we protest, and we declare, against 
all speeches,' acts or addresses, from any persons 
whatsoever, which have a tendency to consider 
such bills, or the persons concerned in them, as 
just objects of any kind of censure and punishment 
from the throne. Necessary reformations may 
hereafter require, as they have frequently done in 

former times, limitations and abridgments, and 

» > 

lion of the whole of Us /superintending capacity, and parti* 
Gularly in matters relative to its own province of money, di^ 
rected a committee to search the journals, and they found a 
regular series of precedents, commencing from the remotest 
of those records, and carried on to that day, by which it ap« 
pieared, that the house interfered by an authoritative advice 
a&d admonitioD^ upon every act of executive government with- 
out exception ; and in many much stronger cases than that 
which the lords thought proper to quarrel wi(h« 

in 
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ip son^e caBes an entire extinction.of some branch 
of prerogative* If bills sbot^ld be improper ip the- 
form in which kbey appear in the bou$e wb&rt 
they originatei they are liable> by the Dri«jdom of 
this cohstitcition, to be corrected, and eveQ lo be 
totally det aside, elsewhere* This is the known, 
the legal, and the safe remedy : but whatever, by 
the manifestation of the royal displeasure^ tends to 
intknidale individual members from proposing, or 
this house from receivings debating, and passing 
bills, tends to prevent even the beginning of every 
reformation in the state ; and utterly destroys tbe 
deliberative capacity of parliament.-*— We thene«- 
fore claim, demand, and insist npoh it, as our imi* 
doubte^l right, that no persons shall be deemed 
prefer objects of animadversion 1^ ,the crowi^, 
in any mode whatever, for the votes which fbey 
^ve, or the propositions which they make^ ib* par^ 
iiament . 

. We humbly conceive, that besides its share of 
the Ij^slative power, aiKl its right of impeachr 
ment, that by the law and usage of parliament, 
this house has other powers and capacities, which 
it is bound to maintain. This house is assured, 
that our humblp advice pn the exercise of prero- 
^gative will he h^rd with th^ same attention with 
-which it has e¥€r been regarded ; and thtft it witt 
be followed by the same' effects whirfi il has ever 
produced, during the happy and glOriQus r^igna 
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of bis.iMJCBlys wofal prageailBB; mbt Aiahting 
Ibiil thirty 01 aU those poiol^ «c ftiaU be coDudci^ 
ft$ % ooimcil 9f wisdaBi and wdi^ lo wAnat^ mad 
O0t merdy w «n accuaer of tampdiKmet to 
mte* This hooae daiBs both cmoc itha 
«e truflt Ihot we shall be left to oar free (fisctetkm 
ivbidi of them ve shaU emplojr as besi cakolatBd 
for his najeetyX and the oatirmal scnrice, — ^Whea*^ 
cvertve shall see il ezpedhent to ofer <iar adYioa 
coDcenuag hb Boajesty s servants^ who are tiioae 
oCthe puWickf we canfidendy hope^ that the per* 
soaai ft?our of ai^ Minister, or any set oiuaoas^ 
terSy. will not be more dear to his majesty, diaii 
the credit and character of a house of oommonsw 
It is. an experimcDt foU of peril to pi^ the repre^ 
fieotative wisdom md jusdoe of his wagesty's people 
IP the wrong; it is a crooked aod desparate de- 
fiigPf kf^4i^£ to foiacbie^ the extent of which no 
JVi^paAP Fi^Q) wn foresee, to. attempt to form a 
prarpgaffv^ p%rty io the nation, to be resorted la 
^s.ocqa^ion sbal^ teqmr^ in derogation rfram the 
aut}^ority of tb^ con^inons of Great Britain in part- 
liaoieot asseiobled : it ijs a contriiranca&U of danp 
ger, for ministers to set up the represealative and 

f ■ 

^ /^ I observe at tH^ .^aioe time^ tbat there is mo chmrge or 

complaint su^gesied agi^inst my present miiiisters/'-^TAtf itnif ^ 

answer, ^oth February 1784/ to the address of the house of com* 

inons. Tide Resolutions^ of the House of Commons^ printed for 

rBttttity^^Zl. • . ; • 

constituent 
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constituent bodies of the commons of this king- 
dom as two separate and distinct powers, formed 
to counterpoise eacli otheri leaving the preference 
in the bands of secret advisers of the crown. lu 
such a situation of things, these advisers, takii^ 
advantage of the differences which may acciden- 
tally arise, or may purposely be fomented between 
them, will have it in their choice to resort to the 
one or the other, as may best suit the purposes of 
their smister ambition. By exciting an emulation 
and contest between the representative and the 
constituent bodies, as parties contending for credit 
and influence at the throne, sacrifices will be made 
by both ; and the whole ean end in nothing else 
than the detf ruction of the dearest rights and liber- 
ties of the nation* If there must be another mode 
of conveying the collective sense of the people to 
the throne than that by the house of commons^ it 
ought to be fixed and defined, and its authority 
ought to be settled : it ought not to exist in so pre- 
carious and dependent a state as that ministers 
should have it in their power, at their own mere 
pleasure, to acknowledge it with respect^ or to re« 
ject it with scorn. 

It is the undoubted prerogative of the erown 
to dissolve parliament ; but we beg leave to lay 
before his majesty, that it is, of all the trusts vest- 
ed in his iptyesty, the most critical and delicate, 
and th^t in which this house has the mosit reason 

to 
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Id requirei not only the good faift, but die fanrour 
of the crown. His commons are not always upon 
u par with his ministers in an appiieation to po* 
polar jud^ent : it is .iK>t in the power of the mem* 
hm of this house to go to their elec^on at the mo* 
ment the most favourable of them. It is in the 
power of the crown to choose a time for their dis* 
solution whilst great and arduous matters of state 
and le^lation are depending, whidi may be oasHy 
misunderstood, and which cannot be folly explained 
-before that misunderstanding may prove fatal to 
the honour that belongs, and to the comideniCion 
that is due, to members of parliament. ^ 

With his majesty is the gift of all the rewards^ 
the honours, distinctions, feivour, and graces of 
Ihe state ; witli his majesty is the mitigation of afl 
r^ r^urs of the law ; and we rejoice to see the 
crown posq^ssed of trusts .calculated to obtain 
good-will, and charged with duties which are po* 
pular and pleasing. Our trusts are of a different 
kind. Our duties are harsh and invidious in tbcnr 
nature ; and justice and safety is all we^ can ^peet 
in the exercise of them. We are to offer salutary, 
which is not always pleasing counsel ; we are to 
inquire. and to accuse: and the objects of our tn« 
quiry and charge will be for ^ most part pers<ms 
of wealth, power, and extensive connections : we 
are to niake rigid laws for the preservation of 
revenqei which of neqessity mpre or les3^ confine 

some 
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BomeactiDQ, or restrain some function, nrhioh be* 
fore was iree: what is the most eritieal and in?i- 
<Hou6 vi all^ the wfaote body of the publick impQsip 
tkom- originate from us, and tbe band of the bonse 
4>f commons is seen and fblt in every burthen that 
presses da the people. Whilst, ultimately, we are 
4^r.vtng them, and in the first instance whilst we 
jms reiving bis majesty, it will be hard^ indeed, if 
vre'shodld.'fioe a house of commons tbe victim of 

m 

its zeal ^dnd fklelity^ sacrificed by his minbters to 
^osetrery popular discontents which shall be ex- 
jeitedbyi our dutiful endeavours for tbe security and 
greatness of bis throne^ No other consequence 
.enn resuh from such an example, but that, in 
'iiiture, tbe house of commons, consulting its safelj^ 
'M the^expeoce of its duties, and suffering the whole 
isiieqgy <tf the sta^e to be relaxed, will shrink 'from 
^vei!y service, which, however necessary^ is of a 
gr^attand arduous nature; or that, willing to pro- 
ivide^ for the publick necessities, and, at tbe same 
^iitt^,r.ta8Qcure tlie means of performing that task, 
>t^y^ ^U ' ^changp independence for protection, 
9»d j^m court a sii.bs^tvient existence through the 
^voy 9f- those ministecs of state, or those secret 
.{i^v^^s, I w^o ought; themselves to stand in awe of 

^the fcommoips of tbia realm. 
«^^ A^hquse. of €omtiM>ns, respected by his minis** 
' t^r§j,. i%^^sential to his. majeity's service : it b fit 
.tbfift jtjji^ should yiel^ to. j^diament^ and wA that 
f../,i parliament 
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parliaipent. should be new ipodjelled.untU !( U fitrt 

ted tx) tbeir purposes. If our authoritv is only to 

}ie held up when wa coincide in opinion with his) 

piajesty's advisers, but is to be set at nought thQ 

moment it differs from them, the house of com? 

mons will sink into a mere appendage of ^mini* 

^tration ; and will lose that indepaident character 

which, inseparably connecting the honour and re* 

putation with the acts of this house, enables us to 

afford a real, effective, and substantial support ta 

bis government. It is the deference shewn tp our 

opinion, when we dissent from the servants of tb^ 

crown, which alone can give authority to the pror 

ceedings of this house, when it concurs with their 

xneasures. • » . ? 

That autI;M)rity once lost, the credit q{ his ma» 

jesty's crown will be impaired in the eyes of , all na^ 

lions. Foreign powers,- who may yet. wi^h to. re? 

vive a friendly intercourse with this natipq, wiljl 

iook in vain for that hold which gave a couaec^ 

tion with Gi^at Britain thp prefeieace to ao Mr 

ance with any other state. A house of cQmmoQ% 

of which minis^ters were known to stand in awe, 

where every thing was necessarily cUsoussed, 09 

principles fit to be openly ^nd publiqkly'pivowedi 

.and which cou^d not be retrt^qted or varied witbf 

put danger, furbished a.^jCNupd of confidenoa- ia 

the publick faith^ which, the engagemer^t of up 

^^at^ dejpiCAdeA!; on th^ ^[^ ctuation of perJ^pnaL. f^r 

Your^ 



M 
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vour, and private advice, can ever pretend to. It 
fcith with the house of commons, the grand se- 
curity for the national faith itself, can be broken 
wifb impunity, a wound is given to the political . 
importance of Great Britain, which will not easily 
be healed. 

That there was a great variance between the late 
house of commons and certain persons, whom his 
majesty has been advised to make and continue as 
ministers, in defiance of the advice of that house, 
is notorious to the world. That house did not 
confide in those ministers; and they withheld 
&eir confidence from them for reasons for which 
posterity will honour and respect the names of 
those who composed that house of commons, dis« 
tinguished for its independence. They could not 
confide in persons who have shewn a disposition 
to dark and dangerous intrigues. By these in- 
trigues they have weakened, if not destroyed, the 
clear assurance which his majesty's people, and 
which all nations ought to have, of what are, and 
what are not, the real acts of his government 

]f it should be seen that his ministers may con- 
tinue in their offices, without any signification to 
them of his majesty's displeasure at any of their 
Pleasures, whilst persons considerable for their 
rank, and known to have had access to his ma- 
jesty's sacred person, can with impunity abuse that 
advantage, and employ his majesty's name to dis- 
avow 
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avow and counteract the proceedioiM of his offi« 
dal servants^ nothing but dbtrust, discord, debility^ 
dMitempt of all authority, and general coofusiony 
can prevail in bis government 

This we lay, before bis majesty, with humilitjr 
and concern, as the inevitable effect of a spirit of 
intrigue in his executive government ; an evil 
which we have but too much reason to be per* 
suaded exists and increases. During the course of 
the last session it broke out in a manner the most 
alarming. This evil was infinitely aggravated by 
the unauthorized, but not disavowed use which 
has been made of his majesty's name, for the pur*** 
pose of the most unconstitutional, corrupt, and dis* 
honourable influence on the minds of the mem- 
bers of parliament, that ever was practised in this 
kingdom. No attention, even to the exterior 
decorum, in the practice of corruption, and inti<- 
midation em ployed on peers, was observed : several 
peers were obliged under menaces to retract their 
4eclarations, and to recall their proxies. 

The commons have the deepest interest in the 
purity and integrity of the peerage. The peers 
dispose of all the property in the kingdom, in the 
last resort ; and they dispose of it on their honour 
and not on their oaths, as all the meoibers of 
every other tribunal in the kingdom must do; 
though in them the proceeding is not conclusive* 
yVe have, therefore, a right to demand that no 

application 
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application ^11 be mw^eto peers df such anatim 

08 may give room to call in question, much less to 

attaiuty oar scde security for all that vve possess^ 

This corrupt proceeding appeared to the house ol 

tommons, who ^re.the natural guardians of the 

purity of parliament^ and of the purity of everf 

blanch of judicature^ a most reprehensible and 

dEingeroifs practice, tending to shake the vei^ 

foundation of the autlK)rity of the house of peers; 

and they branded it as such by their resolution. : 

; 'The house had not sufficient evidence to enable 

them lergally to punish this practice, but they had 

etiobgh to caution them against all confidence in 

the authors and abettors of it They performed 

their- duty in humbly advising his majesty agaiBst 

^he employnient of such ministers ; hut his ma*- 

jesty was- advisj^d' to keep those ministers, and to 

dissolve that parliament. The boose, aware of the 

importance and urgeiKy ci its duty with regard 

to the Britbh interests in India, which were and 

are in the utmost disorder, and in the utmost peri^ 

Tfiost humbly requested his majesty not to dissolve 

the parliament during the course of their very 

critical proceedings on that subjects His majesty's 

'gracious condescension to that request was coo* 

vcyed in the royal faith, pledged to a hQUS^ 

lof parliament, and solemnly delivered from the 

•throne; it -was but a very £pw days after a coh»- 

tnittee- liad beeii^ with the ^nseut and concur* 
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ffoce of uie cxuaioraor of the ax hcqucr, sp^iXMilm 
for an inqairy into oertmin accounts dcikered to 
the house by tiie coort of directory and then ao» 
tually engaged in that inqninr, that the aiiuslers^ 
Regardless of the assurance gnren trom the craarn 
to a boose of commons, did dissohe that parlia* 
Bient. We most humbly sabmit to his majesty s 
consideration the conseqoeoces of this their bnaA 
of publick faith. 

Whilst the members of the boose of rommoosy 
tinder that security, were engaged in hfe m jjcsty's 
and the national business, enJeavours were indus- 
triously used to calumniate those whom it was 
found impracticable to corrupt. The reputation 
of the members, and the reputation of the hous6 
itself^ was undermined in .every part of the king« 
dom. 

In the speech from the throne relative to India, 
we are cautioned by the ministers, " hot to lose 
*' sight of the effect any measure may Have on the 
^* constitution of our coudtry.'* We are appre- 
hensive that a calumnious report spread abroad of 
an attack upon his majesty's prerogative by the 
late house of commons, may have made an impres-* 
sion on his. royal mind, and have given occasion 
.to this unusual admonition- to the present. Thfo 
attack is charged to have been made in the late 
parliament, by a bill which passed the ' house (Jf 
^ommona in tlie late session of that parliament, 

s for 
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for the regulation of the affairs, for die preservai* 
tion of the cominerce, and for the amendment of 
the government of this nation, in the East Indies^ 

1%at his majesty and bis people may have an 
opportuoity of entering into the ground of this 
injurious charge, we beg leave humbly to acquaint 
bis majesty, that, far from having made any in* 
fringement whatsoever on any part of hb royal 
prerogative, that bill did, for a limited time, give 
to his majesty certain powers never before pos- 
sessed by the crown ; and for this his present mi« 
nisters (who, rather than fall short in the number 
of their calumnies, Employ some that are contradic- 
tory) have slaadered this house, as aiming at the 
extension of an unconstitutional influence in his 
majesty's crown. This pretenjded attempt to in- 
crease the influence of the crow^, they were weak 
, enough to endeavour to persuade his majesty's 
people was amongst the causes which excited his 
majesty's resentment against his late ministers. 

Further, to remove 4be impressions of this ca- 
lumny concerning an attempt in the bouse of com- 
mons against his prerogative, it is proper to in- 
form his majesty, that the territorial possessions in 
the East Indies never have been declared, by any 
pubiick judgment, act, or instrument, or any re- 
solution of parliament whatsoever, to be the subject 
matter of his majesty's prerogative ; nor have they 
ever been understood as belonging to his ordinary 

^ administration! 



a4lftmistratioB9 or tn be annexed or anilsd to hit 
crownj butttmttfa^aieacqiiisitioiisof anewaiMl 
peeoliar deacriplioQ*, ankdovn to the endeol exr 
ecutive oMstitotioD of this tountrf . 

From time to time^ ttietefor^ paiUament pro- 
vided for thdr govemmeiit according to its dis- 
cretioDy and to its opinion of what was required 

*T1ie territorial possessioiis in the £ast hidies wereacquired 
totiiecomp«tiy« IHTUtueof granltfinoiii ^ Great Mog^lt io 
the nature of oflSces and jarisdictiooiy to be held voder Umf 
and dependent open kii crown ; with the cspien condition of 

being obedient to orders from kis conrt^ and of paying an an- 
nual tribute to hu treasury. It is true that no obedience h 
yielded to these brders ; and for sone time ^ast there had 
been no paymidnt made of this tribute* But is ilndlfir it grants 
so conditioned^ that they still hold. To subject the king of 
Great Britain as tributary to a foreign power, by the acta of 
his subjects-«-to suppose the grant valid, and yet the condi« 
tion void — to suppose it good for the king, and insufficient for 

• ... 

the company — ^to suppose it an inteitet divisible between the 
parties }-*these are some few of the many legal difficulties ta 
be surmounted, before the common law of England can ac^ 
knowledge the. East India company's Asiatic affairs to bem 
subject matter of prerogatixfey so as to bring it within the verge 
of English jurisprudence, tt is a very anOlnalous species of 
power and property which is Jield by the East India coa»* 
pany» Our English prerogative laW do^ not furnish piia» 
ciples, much less precedents^ by which it can be defined or 
.lldjusted. Nothing but the eminent dominion of parliament 
over every British subject in every concern, and in every dr* 
camstance in which he is placed, can adjust this new intii* 
cate matter* Parliament nay act wisely or anwisdy, jasiljf 
or onjustiy ; but parliament alone is compet^t to it* 

Vol.. IV, M hf 
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b^ thte ^i^Hck nic^^UtoB. We do IMI iSAiem ififtt 
iife majtesty ^-as fentitted, by preragatiV*, W ««er- 
else anjr act of authority trbatad^'ref ill th^ «»»* 
pany's affairs^ of thift in btkbtj duob iuft^iity hu 
efef bee«[ exercised. Hh majesty^ patr6ni^ was 
not taken awny by that bill ; because ft k ttotorima 
that hii inige6ty never originally had the appoint* 
xawt of a single officer, civil or military, in the 
company's efitaUiahment in India; nor has the least 
degree of pktfotiage ever been acquired to ^ 
fcrown in any other manneir or measure, than as th^ 
power was thought expedient to be granted by act 
of parliament ; that b, by the very same authority 
by which the offices were disposed of and regain 
laied in the bill, which bis Da^e^ty's senratits hav6 
talsely and injuriously represented as infdnging 
upon the prerogative of the crown* 

Before the year 1773 the whole edmioiatntios 
of India, and tiie whote fMrtfonage to offce tber«^ 
was i A the hands of the East tndia coth^aitiy. Tbto 
^ast India company is not a branch of his migeS^^s 
prerogative administration^ nor does that body ex* 
4ffcise any species of authority under it, nor indeed 
"from amy British title, that docfs not derive all itb 
fegal validity from acts of parliament. 

When a claim was asserted to the tn^ia terrfto- 
jrial possessions in the occupation of die cooipaQy, 
4be;e pofiMSsions were not claiined as parci^ of his 
majesty^ {latf iiAo^ikil estate^ t^r -as % fcwit of thfe 
\ "ancient 



a££CB FHOtr TRX THEOITS. I&S 

itodent mhedtance of Im trovvn. They \v«re 
idakned fi>r the publick. And wiiea agreefiients 
pf en made »jtb the £a3t India cowipmj concern- 
ing my compoMion for the holding, or mj paiti* 
^Jippitioo of tbe profits d[ Iboee territories, liia 
agjtt^eiQi^t IVM fluttde with tiie puhiick, and tfat 
pr^)9)^3 -of th@ lerarftl af ts have UDiin*oDiiy so 
fto^ ^ Th^S(9 9^ffei9mb6t» wett notiaade (ema 
OPPEiumUy) iFith his majesty, but with pariiament; 
aiKl ih$ hiUs laakiog and estaUishiog such agrees 
m^f^ always originated iu this iiouse, whkh apr 
pr^priati^ tbe money to await the daspoflkkm of 
fmrtiament, witboRit the ceremoay of previous 
cnwieot £n(Hia tbe crown eren so much as su^eated 
by any of his ministers; which previous consent ia 
isb observance of deconmii not indeed of strict 
jrjg^t, birt geoerafiy paid when a new appropriar 
iion takes place in aay part of taia miyesty's praro- 
gatiw rev«niieB» 

In puiauasioe of a right tims uniformly recog* 
^nised, and uniformly acted od, when pariiamest 
-undertook tbe reformation of tbe £ast India corn* 
pany in 1775, a commission was appointed a$ ^ 
commission in die late bill was appointed ; and it 
was made to continue for a terms of yeans, as the 
.conttnisskm in the la|e biU was to continue; all 
the commissioners were named in parliament, as 
m tbe late ImII tliey were named. As they re- 
ceived, so they held their ofSces, wholly iodepen- 

M 2 d^nt 
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dent of the crown ; they held them for a fixed 
term ; they were not removeable by an address of 
either bouse, or even of both houses of parlia« 
ment» a precaution observed in the late bill, rela* 
tive to the commissioners proposed therein; nor 
were they bound by the strict rules of proceeding 
which regulated and restrained the late commis* 
sioners agamst all possible abuse of a power which 
could not fail of being diligently and zealously 
watched by the ministers of the crown, and the 
proprietory of the stock, as well as by parliament 
Their proceedings were, in that bill, directed to be 
of such a nature as easily to subject them to the 
strictest revision of both, in case of any malver- 
sation. 

In the year 1780, an act of parliament again ^ 
made provision for the government of those ten* 
ritories for another four years, ^thout any sort 
of reference to prerogative ; nor was the least obf 
jection taken at the second, more than at the first 
oC those periods, as if an infringement had been 
made upon the rights of the crown ; yet his ma- 
jesty's ministers have thought fit to represent lim^ 
:late commission as an entire innovation on the 
constitution, and the setting up a new order and 
estate in die nation, tending to the subversion of 
the sionarchy itself. 

If the government of the East Indies^ other 
than by his majesty's prerogative be, in effect^ a 

fourth 
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fourth order in the common-wealth, this order has 
long existed ; because the East India company has 
for many years enjoyed it in the foliest extent, and 
does at this day enjoy the whole administration of 
those 'provinces, and the patronage to oiQces 
throughout that great empire, except as it is con* 
troled by act of parliament. 

It was the ill-condition, and ill administration of 
tfie company's affairs, which indaced this house 
(merely as a temporary establishment) to Test the' 
same powers which the company did before pos« 
sess^ (and no other) for a limited time, and under 
very strict directions, in proper hands, until they 
could be restored, or further provision made con« 
^rniog thenK It was therefore no creation what- 
ever of a new power, but the removal of an old 
power, long since created^ and then existing, from 
the management of those persons who had ma- 
nifestly and dangerously abused their tfust. This 
house, which well knows the parliamentary origin 
of all the company's powers and privileges, and is 
not ignorant or negligent of the authority which 
may vest those powers and privileges in others, if 
justice and the publick safety so require, is con^ 
scious to itself, that it no more creates a new order 
in the state, by making occasional trustees for the 
direction of the company, than it originally did in 
giving a much more permanent trust to the direc* 
torS| or to the general court of that body. The mo« 

ndpoly 
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isopoly of the Cast India pompaqy was a Aeicge^ 
tion from tba gsnf^ral freedom of tr4d0 belongiiig 
tD bis majesty's people. Th^ powers of govern* 
ment^ and qf peape and war, are parts of preroga^* 
live of the highest order. Of our competence tA 
restrain the rights of all hb subjects by act of par** 
liament, and to vest those high and eminent pr&9 
logatives ^veq in a particular company of mer- 
ebants, there has been no question. We beg leaver 
iliost humbly to claim as our right, and as a ri^^ 
which this bouse has always used^ to frame such 
bills, for the regulation of that commerce, and of 
the territorioa held by the ^ast India companyi 
and every tf^ing relating to them, as to our discre* 
tion shall seem fit : apd we assert and maintain^ 
that therein we follow, and do not innovs^te on* 
the constitutioHt 

That his inajcsty's ministers, mi^^led by their 
jimbition, have endeavoured, if possible, to fori^i 
a faction in tiie country a^inst the popular part 
of ti>e constitution ; and bfive therefore though^ 
proper to add to their slanderous accusation 
against a boMse of parliament, rpli^tive to h|s pia^ 
jesty's prerogative, ana&er of a different natUfc^ 
calculated fur ^e purpose of raising fears fttid jca^ 
krteiea among the corporate (»odie« of the i^tig-* 
itoil)) and of pertuadidg uninfopmed perspiiiS' b^ 
longing Ut those (lorporationa to lopli to, ^^ td 
inikkip ^ddretaed |o them as protectprB pf ^ei|^ 



nii^% Qodor tfatir scverd charters, fron tbe de* 
iigM wfakh tbqr* wi(diQut my groan^ dbnrgp^ 
the thw house of cooimons to have formed 
against cAariers in general. For this purpose they 
bMve not t»erupled to assert, that the exertion of 
bis Jiiajesty's prerogative in tlie late pfecipiiate 
change in his administration^ and the dissoliltioil 
of the late parliament, were measures adopted in 
order to resque the people an4 their rights out of 
Ibe hands of the h^use of commons, their r^proi^ 
fientatives. 

We trust that his majesty^s subjects are not y^ 
so far deluded as to believe that the charters, or 
thvA any o#ier of their local or. general privileges 
can have a solid security in may place •bat inhere 
that security has always been looked for, and al« 
ways found, in the house of commons. Miserable 
>and precarious indeed would be the state of their 
irancbises, if tl^y w^i^ p> find no defence but 
irom that quantor from whenoe they have aliwajis 

been attacked *. But the late house of i.'ommoiiB 

* 

in 

*The attempt upon cliartei^aml the privitegei of the corpo* 
fftte bQilieB4)€ the kingdam in the i^eign* of Charles the Seeend, 
4tud JiMiaes ihe Beeood, was made ^y the cromu It was cat^ 
nei oQ^y theofdiaaiyqoujseof UwyiaAourtsiostitatedforthe 
«Bcanly of ;die prsfierty and fraochisas of ibe pec^^Ie. This at* 
•Sempt mada by Iho crQw» w^ atteaded with ^coipplete auccesst 
Tbe ^rpoialo iigbte Qf (be city of Xopdi^, sud of all the 

conipaniei 
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in passing that bill| made no attack upon any 
powers or privUeges, except such as a house of 

commons 

companles^ it contains, were by solemn judgment of law de^ 
dared forfeited, and all their franchises, privilegesy properties 
^nd estates, were of course seized into the hp^nds of the ^ownt 
The injury was from the crown ; the redress was by pi^rliaroent, 
A bill was brought into the haute of comnunu, by which tho 
jndgmenf against the city of London, and against the com«> 
panies, was reversed : and this bill passed the honae of lords 
without any complaint of trespass on their jurisdiction^ 
^though the bill was for i^ reversal of a judgment in law. By 
this act, which is in the second of William and Afaiy, 
chap, 9f the quisst^on of forfeiture of that charter is for ever 
taken out of the power of any court of law. No cognisance 
can be taken of it except in parliament, 

AUhoiigh the actabovesmentiQpH has declared thfi judgmeift 
against the corppratioiii of London |ob^ i/lfe^a/;yet ^lackstonp 
makes no scruple of asserting, th^it ** perhaps in strictness of 
^' law, the proceedings in most of them [the Quo Warranto 
^* causes] were sufficiently regular,'' lofivingit in doubt, w]ie« 
t|ier this regularity did not apply to the corporation of LopdoQ, 
m well as to any of the rest; and he seems to bl^mc th^ prc^ 
ceeding (as most blame^ble'it wa$:) not so much on account 
4>f illegality, as for the crown's haying einployed a legal pnw 
ceeding for political purpose. He calls it ^* aq exertion of 
** an act rf law for the purposes of the state.'^ 

The same secuiity which was givefi to the city of London^ 
would have been extended to alt the corporations, if the house 
of commons could have prevailed* But the bill forlbat pur- 
pose pf^ssed but by a majority of one in the lords: and it waa 
entirely lost by a prorogation, which is the act of the cifown^ 
gmall, indeed, was th^ security which the CQrporatiop of Lon- 

4p« 
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ipooiiBOM hn frequMtly* attacked) and will attack 
(pad t^ tni9t, io tb^ eft^ n^ their waitfted wc^ 

cess) 

4ojieoJoy«J, before the act of William and Mary^ an4 whicH 
|tU the other poq>orattoi|s secured by 110 statute, enjoy at tbi^^ 
hour, if strict law was employed against them. Tbe use of 
strict law has always been rendered very delicatq by the s^me 
SMaoBy by winch the almost unmeasured legal powers residing 
(and in ^lany insl^nces dangprou^y residing) in the crown^ ar^ 
)wpt within due bounds ; I mean, that strong superintending^ 
power in the bouse of commons, which inconsiderate peoplp 
bare been prevailed oq to condemn as trenchingou prerogative. 
Strict law is by no means spch a friend to the rights of the subt 
|ect,a»they h<^ve been taught to believe, Tbey who have been 
luoat couyersiint in this kind of learningiwill be most sensible 
of the danger of submitting corporate rights of high political 
importance to these subordinate tribunals. Thegeneral heads of 
)aw PU that sul^ect are rulgar and trivial. On them there is not 
much question. But it is far from easy to determine what spe* 
flal acts, or wh^t special neglect of action* shall subject corpo* 
xations to a furleiture. There is so much laitity in this doctrine, 
that great room, is left in favour or prejudice, which might give 
to the crpwn an entire dominion over those qorporatioi>s«. Ot\ 
the other hand» it is undoubtedly true, that every subordinate, 
corporate right .ought to be subject to control ; to superiour 
ilire^tion; and ev^ tofgrfi^iture upon just cause* In thisreasoq 
and law agree. In every judgment given on a corporate right 
of great political importance, tbe policy and prudence make no 
small part of the question, To these considerations a court of 
law is not competent ; and indeed an attempt at the least inter* 
mixture of such ideas with tbe mf^tter of law, could have no 
other effeet,than wholly to corrupt tbe judicial character of the 
CQprty in whiph siicj) s^.causo should come to be tried. It is be* 

sides 
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ttsft) that is^ upon AMe wlieb itfe comipdjf ti4 
opf^reBiriTety adroiiiirterdd ; and (hia lioaeeLdo failli* 

fuHy 

* 

rides (o be rtmarke^, iXatt H Sn tirttKe of alegnf process of fer« 
feihitis should be adjudged^ the court of law has no power to 
modify or mitigate. The whole franchise is atmifailated, and 
the corporate property goes into the hands of the crextn. They 
who hold the new doctrines concerning the power of theiioiise 
of commons, ought weH to cousi^^ in strch a case hj aiiat 
means the corporate rights could be retWed, or thefrepert^ 
could be recovered oat of ibe hahds of the crown. But psr^ 
liament can do, what the cowrts neither can do nor ought to 
attempt. Parliament is competent to gi^e due weight fo all 
political cofisidemtions, ft maj modify ; it may midgat»; nni, 
it nay render perfectly secuie^ all that ft does not thltfk'itl^ 
take away. It is not likely that pariiamfent will ever dtaw td 
itself the cognisance df questions concerning ordinary cot^pe^ 
TtitionSy farther than to protect them in case attnoj^ aitt 
made to induce a ibrfeitOTe of their franchises. 

The caseof the East Indmicompsny is different eren from tha^, 
of the greatest of these corporations. No monopoly of trades 
beyond their own limits^ is vested in the corporate body of any 
town or city ia thekingdom. Even within these lindts the mo- 
nopoly k not general* The company has the monopoly of the 
trade df half Ibo world* The first eorporatvon of the Mngd6re, 
has foMhe «ib}oci of its jomditctiou only a hw mafteva of b«^ 
ordinavy police. The Eaat ladia company fovems wo eaopne 
tfirougb all its conceras^and all ludepartmentsi from the lowest 
office of ftconumy to thehighestcouncilsofatate—aaempiretQ 
which GreatBritain is in comparison b«t a respectable province. 
To leave these conrems withtyutsuperioarcognisaace would bo 
madness ; to leave thekn to bejudged in the conrte betow on the 
f riatiplesof a confined JQrispTudetoee,wt>wM be fctly. It is well 

if 
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ifmccMlrjrfarthis {mrtxiif, to fitr as in tisUe8,iritt 
wbblly deHtoy «vcry specks of ^wer and author 
tity exBvoBed by British sC^jeeta to th0 oppuMnon^ 
wroi^, apd defriment of i^ pdofriie, aad to the 
HnpoverUhmeoi and desolattoa of (lie eoumriea 
aubject to jt 

The prAiJagators of the calnmiues agaioat that 
House of fiarliatiMiM have been iiMlefiitigabie in c%^ 
aggerating the supposed injury done to the East 
!Mla ^oo^iaoy by ^e ^ospeiisioii of the authori^ 
tie* wbieh tb^ have) in every ia^fance^, abused j 

V 

itih^ whole leglslatlyft poWf is pd^pctent (o th^ corfecfifth of 
Itbliies, vbkli Are eoifom«iiftUhife to tbe imtneMity of tlitf b¥ject 
f(H«y effect. The id^B of 9^ vbaohite potlicr hsi indef A its ter% 
roi|n } bat that ejection ^ies to every parUamenUry proceed* 
ing; iin4 as noother can regulate tbe abuses of such acbarter^ 
ft is fittest that^veileign authority should be exercised^ where 
ft is ftkQ^t likely to be attended with the niost elTectual Cor-i 
lecf ir^. llesc^ €ofi1M^tiret ar^ fortthh^d by the nat^fe ami 
^ufse of pavKattUeataiy pf^eeddhi^, an4 by the iafijiltoly 
iiVc|«iaef| f|)2|r§cteff9 who compose t\it %^o houses* In effect 
and yiftiially they forqi a vast number, variety, and suceessio^ 
pf judges an^ jurors, f he fulness, the freedom, and public 
<$ity of discn^sidti, lekvcs It easy t6 distin^ish whatar^ tttXi 
•r {^owei*! ati4 what the d^terhiinations of equity and reasom 
T&eite prqadicecoiteittsprejudtcoiand theditiferentaspelitiei 
of p^Tty ^al t^itigatq a^d neutralise each other* So far froAi 
violence be^ng the genenti charaqteristick of the proceedings 
pf parliaments whatever the beginnings of any parliamentary 
process may be, its general fault in the end is, that it is found 
factanplete )^n4 ine£fbctual« 

as 
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W if power had been wrie$ted» by wrong and vh>>* 
lence, from just and prudent banda; bat thay 
^vc^ MTitb equal care^ ocmoealed ibe weighty 
grounds and reasons on which that house had 
adopted the most moderate of all possiUe expe* 
dients for rescuing the natives of India from op- 
pression, and for saving the interest of .the real and 
honest proprietors of their stocky as well as that 
great national, comrnercial concern, from iauni*^ 
pent rujp^ 

The pinipters aforesaid bavQ also<*au8ed it to be 
reported, that the hous^ of commons have oonfis* 
cated the property of the East India company. It 
is the reverse of truth. The whole managem^dt 
was a trust for the proprietors, under their own^ 
inspection (and it was so provided for in. the bill) 
and under the inspection of parliament That bfll, 
$0 far from confiscating the company *s property, 
was the only qne which, for several years past» did 
pot, in some shape or other, affect their property., 
or restrain them in. the disposition of iL 

It is proper that his majesty and all his people 
should be informed, that the house of cbmmoDS 
have proceeded, with regard to the East India 
company^ with a degree of care, circumspection,, 
and deliberation, which has not been equalled in 
the history of parliamentary proceedings. For 
sixteen years the state and condition of that body 
has never been wholly out of their view ; in the 

year 
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y6ar 1767 the house took those objects into con-' 
sidenftioii, in a committee of the whole bous^ 
the busidess was pdrsued in the following yiearf 
ki the year 1772, two committees were appointed 
for the sdme purpose, whidbf examined into their^ 
affairs with much diligence, and made very ample 
Mfpbrts : in the year 1773, the proceedings were 
terried to ati act of parliament, which proved in« 
effectual toits purpose; the oppressions and abusei^ 
ia India have since rather increased than diminish- 
6d| <Ri accouht of the greatness of the temptations 
imd convenience of the opportunities, which got 
lAie better of the legislative provisions calculated 
a^inst ill practices, then in their beginnings : inso^ 
iBt^ueh thatin ]781j two committees were agaiil 
lastituled, -who have made seventeen reports. It 
Meas 'upon tlie most minute, exact, and laborious 
collection and discussion of facts, that the late 
toffte of . comknons proceeded in the reform whicli 
they attempted in the administration of India, but 
which has been frustrated by ways and means the 
ittost dishonourable to his majesty's government, 
and the most pernicious to the constitution of this 
kingdom. His majesty was so sensible of the dis- 
orders in the company's administration, that the 
consideration of that subject was no less than six 
times recommended to this house in speeches from 
the throne. 

Th^ result oi the parliamentary inquiries has 

been. 
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been, tb«t the £a3t Ixidi^ conapaay wf^ fiW9d lia«> 
tally corrupti^y And totally pArv#r^vl .fr<Hn tfa^ 
purpos(ea of its institption, wbetbc^r political or 
comoiercial ; tliot tb^ pow^srs of ^^f^r ^od p^MP 
givra by the cbart^ Iw^ been «bup6d^ by kiadliQg 
boMiUtifis JQ every qaarter for the purpoM^ of q^ 
piae ; that aloipst all the treaties i^ pe»Qe thej faiMw 
laade, have only giviep paoae tp sp ppiy l>cef^]ii(|# 
of p^blick £Mth ; that eoqntrie« fm^ thfifpo^X^ifff^ 
rifihuig are reduced to a ^tat^ of im^imft (dp* 
eay, find depopi|]iatiop» to the fdiiptpDlipp of p^f 
^eqgtUy and to the iofipite 4ifkboooiir <)f OWT iHPr 
tjooal dwracter ; that tto l^firfi of t^3 JjJWgdgtn 
afe iiotoFi<M46ly, faod almo&t to ef^ry wptwijso, 4c^ 
^pised ; that the servants of. tlf*. f pn)pa^y« by tte 
purchase of qualifications to vote j^i /tbo gnmil 
courts and, at length, by gpttif^ilie ODmpaDy it- 
self deeply in their deJbt, b^^v^ pbtaiiim) Ite fintin 
jlQd j^bsolute mastery in |h§ body, ky wUA 4tef 
OMght to h^ve been rulpd s^ P9(^r^. Tbui 
thf ir ipalversations in of^ ar^ AU|N[>Qrt«d mifiad 
of being checked by the Gai»pf(iiy. Jj;^ whole 9i 
the affairs of thi^t body aro r^si^ed lo • niOft f^ 
rilou? situation ; and many miUioeip of imOQent 
and deaerviug men, who ar« yfider the prjptootioii 
of this nation, and who ought \9 be prottefctd by 
}t, .ar9 oppressed by a m§Pt d^potick and iBpacioos 
tyranny. The company and their seriFaota have 

»Krengti)f¥(u?d tb«m^v«0 by this (ronfederacy, have 

set 
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stt at ddfiaooe die tiatliority aad admotiiticms of 
tfaift Jbooie eaqf»k>y6d to re&Mrm tbem ; and when 
jttii» hoQse had sdected certaia priuci|Mil delin* 
qaentSi VfbotA they declared it Itae duty of the 
'eompany to recaH, the company heid out its legal 
privileges agaiast all refomation; positively re- 
fused tt> recall them ; and supported those who 
liad fallen iioder the just ee^stifre of this^ hoase^ 
i»yith new aad lArooger marks of cauuteoanee aad 
mpprobatioii. 

The late house discovering the rev^fMd situa- 
lSen ef th(» compaay, l^ whidi the nomiDal aer^ 
VttDts ar^ redly the ttiasieffi/ «Lnd the offenders are 
"becMie their o^K«i judges, th^u^ tilt to 'examine 
Itttd ^Si6 BMte t>f their eomik^oe ; atid they have 
^lsodi£icovet>ed that their eommerdal^aS^rs are in 
the grifatdSI dis(^ar, thai their debts haw acoa^ 
mulaied beyond aay pMsent <6^ obvious future 
means of paymi^ti at leaift mder the actoat admi- 
tifistfadoB <tf their afidrs ; that this condition of 
*th^ £^ India company has hegan to aflfect ^ 
^Sfftking' fund itself, on which the p«ihlick credit of 
tfafe kingdom rests^ m million aad upwards being 
«)lue to the 'ciitiloms, ^ioh Uiat hoasa of ootmnoiiSi 
wheae intentbfis towards Ihe icompaay have been 
'/^ grossly nusrepresmled; ware indujgsnt^aouj^ 
to respite. Avid thus, Insteadof^anfiecatiQ^ their 
property, -l!fae company received without Mterest 
' (which in such a ^ase -had bees 4)dft>re ^SiTgad) 

the 
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the use of a vfsry large sum of thd pubHck'noD^y* 
The revenues are under the peculiar care, of tlui 
housei not only as the revenues origiilate frota U% 
but eSf on every failure of the funds set apcirt for 
support of the national credit or to provide for 
the national streogth and safety, the task of sup- 
plying every deficiency falls upon his majesty's 
feithful conunonsi this bouse musti in effect, tax 
the people. The house therefore, at every nio^ 
ment, incura the hazard of becoming obnoxioiy 
to its! constituents* 

The enemies of the late house of coininwis K^ 
solved, if po»»ible, to bring on that event. They 
therefore endeavoured to misrepresent tbo provi- 
dent means adopted j|y the house of <;ommons for 
keeping pff this invidious necessity, as an attack 
on the lights of the East India company ; for they 
well knew that on the one hand i^ for want of 
proper regulation and relief, the company should 
become insolvent, or even stop payment, the na- 
tional credit and commerce would sustain an heavy 
blow: and that calamity would be justly imputed 
to parliament, which after such long inquiries, 
and such frequent admonitions from his majesty, 
had neglected so essential and so urgent an article 
of their duty ; on the other hand they knew, that, 
whoUy corrupted as the company is, nothing ef- 
fectual could be done ta preserve that interest from 
ruin, without taking fyr a time the national ob« 

jects 
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jects of their trusts out of their hands ; and then a 
cry would be industriously raised against the houss 
of commons^ as depriving British subjects of their 
l^gal privileges. The restraint, being plain and 
simple, must be easily understood by those who 
would be brought with great difficulty, to com- 
prehend the intricate detail of matters of fact, 
which render this suspension of the administration 
of India absolutely necessary on motives of justice, 
of policy, of publick honour, and publick safety. 

The house of commons had not been able to de* 
vise a method, by which the redress of grievances 
could be effected through the authors of those 
grievances ; nor could they imagine how corrup- 
tions could be purified by the corruptors and the 
corrupted ; nor do we conceive, how any refor- 
mation can proceed from the known abettors and 
.supporters of the persons who have been guilty of 
the misdemeanors which parliament has repro- 
bated, and who for their own ill purposes have 
given countenance to a false and delusive state of 
the company's affairs, fabricated to mislead parlia* 
tnent, and to impose upon the nation ^. 

* The purpose of the misrepresentation being now completely 
answered, there is no doubt but the committee in this parlia- 
ment, appointed by the ministers themselves^ will justify die 
grounds upon which the last parliament proceeded ; and willlay 
open to the world, the dreadful state of the compan>'i affairs, 

Vol. IV, , N aryi 
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Your comnions feel, with a justresentmenty the 
inadequate estimate which your tnioisters have 
formed of the importance of this great concern. 
They call on us to act upon the principles of Ibose 
who have not inquired into the subject ; and to 
condemn those who^ with the most laudable dili* 
geuce, have examined and scrutinized every part 
of it The deliberations of parliament have been 
broken ; the season of the year is unfavourable ; 
many of us are new members, who must be wholly 
unacquainted with the subject, which lies remote 
from the ordinary course of general informa- 
tion. 

We are cautioned against an infringement of 
the constitution ; and it is impossible to know, 
what the secret advisers of the crown, who have 
driven out the late ministers for their conduct in 
parliament, and have dissolved the late parliament 
for a (Nretcnded attack upon prerogative, will con^ 
sider as such an infringement We are not fur^ 

« 

nisbed with a rule, the observance of which can 
make us safe from the resentment of the crowa, 
even by an implicit obedience to the dictates of 
the ministers who have advised that speech : we 

and die grotsness of their own calumnies upon this head. By 
delay the new assembly is come to this disgraceful situation of 
allowing a dividend of eight per cent, by act of parliament, 
' vithout the least matter before them to justify the granting of 
any dividend at all. 

know 



I 
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know not how soon those ministers may be dis- 
avoinred ; and how soon the members of this house, 
Ibr our very agreement with them, may be cpn-^ 
sidered as objects of his majesty's displeasure. 
Until by his majesty's goodness and wisdom the 
late example is completely done away, we are not 

free. 

We are well aware, in providing for the affiiirs.. 
of the east, with what an adult strength of abuse, 
and of wealth and influence growing out of that 
abuse, his majesty's commons had, in the last par* 
liament, and we still have, to struggle. We are 
sensible that the influence of that wealth, in a 
much larger degree and measure than at any for* 
mer period, may have penetrated into the very 
quarter from whence alone any real reformatioti 
can be expected *. 

in 

* This will be evident to those who consider the pumber and 
description of di rectors and servants of the East India company, 
chosen into the present parliament. The light in which the pre* 
lent ministers hold the labours of the house of commons, in 
searching into the disorders in the Indian administration, and all 
its endeavours for the reformation of the government thece,with* 
out any distinction of times, or of the persons ooncetlied, wilf 
appear from the following extract from a speech of th^'^^r^sent 
lord chancellro. After malcing a high-flown paiiegyHck on 
those whom the house of commons had condemned by their re« 
solutions, he said—** Let us not be misled by reports from coift> 
mittees of oitoMer bouse, to which', I again repeat, /jnoya^i^a/c/^ 
utttntiont Oi I vjuld do to the history of' Robing m Crusfi9, let x\i(£: 

M 2 condttct 
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If, therefore, in tlie arduous affairs recomtnettd* 
ed to us, our proceedings should be ill adapted^ 
feeble and ineffectual ; if no delinquency should 
be prevented, and no delmquent should he called 
to account } if every person should be catessed, 
promoted^ and raised in power, in propoi^on to 
the enormity of his offences ; if no relief should 
be given to any of the natives unjustly dispossessed 
of their rights, jurisdictions, and properties ; if no 
cruel and unjust exactions shall be forborne; if the 
source of no peculation, or oppressive gain should 
be cut off; if, by the omission of the opportuni- 
ties that were in our bands, our Indian empire 
should fall into ruin irretrievable, and in its fell 
crush the credit, and overwhelm the revenues of 
this country, we stand acquitted to our honour 
and to our conscience, who have reluctantly seen 
the weightiest interests of our country, at times 
the most critical to its dignity and safety, rendered 

the sport of the inconsiderate and unmeasured am- 

/ 

conduct of the East India coxmpany be fairly and fully inquired 
into ? let it be accjuitted or condemned by evidence brought to 
the bar of the house. Without entering very deep into the sub- 
ject, let mQ reply in a few words to an obsenration which fell 
from a Qoble and learned lord, that the company's finances 
are distressed, and that they owe at this moment, a million 
sterling, to the nation. . When such a charge is brought, will 
parliament in its justice forget, that the company is restricted 
from employing that credit^ which its great and Jiouriihing 
ritlMtion gives to it }" 

bitioQ 
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bitkm of individual, and by that means the wis* 
dom of his majesty*s government degraded in the 
publiek estimation, and the policy and diaracter of 
this renowned nation rendered contemptible in 
the eyes of all Europe. 

It pa^iad 10 the oeg^tite. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

X HAT the least mformed reader of this speech 
toay be enabled to enter fully into the spirit of 
the transaction on occasion of which it was de^ 
livered, it may be proper to acquaint him, that 
among the princes dependent on this nation in the 
southern parts of India, the roost aonsiderable at 
present is commonly known by the title of the 
Nabob of Arcot 

Thb prince owed the establishment of his go* 
v|&rnment, against the claims of his elder brother, 
as well as those of other competitors, to the arms 
and influence of the British East India company. 
Being thus established in a considerable part of the 
donoinions be now possesses, he begajD, about the 
year 1765, to form, at the instigation (as he asserts) 
of the servants of the £ast India company, a va- 
riety of designs for the further extension of his 
territories. Some years after, he carried his views 
to certain objects of interiour arrangement, of a 
very pernicious nature. None of .these designa 
could be compassed without the.aid of the com- 
pany's arms ; jior could tlioSQ arn^s be employed 
consistently with an obedience to the company's 
prders. He was therefore advised to form a more 

secreti 
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secret, bat an equally powerful interest among the 
servants of that company, and among others both 
at home and abroad. By engaging them in his 
interests, the use of the company's power might 
be obtained without their ostensible authority; 
the power might even be employed in defiance of 
the authority; if the case should require, as m 
troth it often did require, a proceeding of that 
degree of boldness. 

' The company had put him into possession of se- 
veral great cities and magnificent castles. The 
good order of bis affairs, his sense of personal d%- 
nity, his ideas of oriental splendour, and the habits- 
of an Asiatick life (to which, being a native of 
India, and a Mahometan, he had from hia iniiemGy 
been inured) would naturally hai^e led him to fix 
the seat of his government within his own domi* 
nions. Instead of this, he totally sequestered him- 
self fircHn his country ; and, abandoning all appear* 
ance of state, he took up his residence in an ordi- 
nary house, which he purchased in the suburbs of 
Itie company's fiictory at Madras. In that place he 
has lived, without removing one day from thence, 
fbv several years past. He has there continued a 
constant cabal with the company's servants, finora 
the highest to the lowest ; creating, out of the ruins 
of the country, brilliant fortunes fpr those who 
will, and entirely destroying those who will not, 

be subservient to his purposes. 

An 
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An opbion prevail^ stroo^j ooafinnod by 
several passages in his own letters, as well as bj% 
Gombioatioo of circomstances fonning a body of 
evidence wbidi cannot be resisted, that very great 
sums have been by him distributed, tiirou^ a kmg 
course (^ years, to some of the company's servants* 
Besides these presumed payments in ready money 
(of which, from the nature of the thin^ the direct 
proof is very difficult) debts have at several pe^ 
riods bem acknowledged to those gei^men, to 
mi tmmeaae amount; that is, to some millions of 
sterling money. There is strcmg reason to suspect 
that the body of these debts is wholly 6ctitiou^ 
and was never created by money bona^de lent 
But even on a supposition that this vast sum was 
really advanced^ it was impossible that the very 
reality of such an astonishing transaction should 
not cause some degree of alarm, and incite to some 
eprt of inquiry. 

It was not at all seemly, at a moment when the 
Qompany ftself was so distressed, as to require a sus^ 
^ pension by act of parldament, of the payment of 
bills drawf) on them from India — and also a direct 
tex upoa every house in Eogland, in order to bn 
qilitate the vent of ^ their goods, and to avoid in- 
stant lASolvoncy — ^at that very moment tliat their 
oervaiiM should appear in so flourbhing a ccmdi^ 
tion» as, besiiks. tea miUima of other dt^rnands on 
tbQir maslitfr^tio be:eEitJtkdtoclaima4ebtoftbrea 

or 
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or four millions more from the territorial revenue 
of one of their dependent princes. 

The ostensible pecuniary transactions of the na-* 
bob of Arcot, with very private persons, are so 
enormous, that they evidently set aside every pre* 
tence of policy, which might induce a prudent 
government in some instances to wink at ordinary 
loose practice in ill-managed departments. No 
caution could be too great in handling this mat-' 
ter ; no scrutiny too exact. It was evidently the 
interest, and as evidently at least in the power, of 
the' creditors, by admitting secret participation in 
this dark and undefined concern, to spread cor- 
ruption to the greatest and the most alarming 
extent. 

These facts relative to the debts were so noto- 
rious^ the opinion of their being a principal source 
of the disorders of the British government in India 
was so undisputed and universal, that there was 
no party, no description of men in parliament 
who did not think themselves bound, if not in 
honour and conscience, at least in common de- 
cency, to institute a vigorous inquiry into the 
very bottom of the business, before they admitted 
any part of that vast and suspicious charge to be 
laid upon an exhausted country. Every plan con- 
curred in directing such an inquiry ; in order that 
whatever was discovered to be corrupt, fraudu- 
lent, or oppressivei should lead to a due animad- 

version 
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version on tfie offenders ; and if any thing fair and 
equitable in its origin should be found (nobody 
suspected that much, comparatively speaking 
would be so found) it might be provided for ; in 
due subordination, however, to the ease of the 
subject, and the service of the state. 

These were the alledged grounds for an inquiry, 
settled in all the bills brought into parliament re* 
lative to India, and there were I think no less than 
four of them. By the bill, commonly called Mr. 
Pitt's bill, the inquiry was specially, and by express 
words, committed to the court of directors, with* 
out ai^ reserve for the interference of any other 
person or persons whatsoever. It was ordered that 
they should make the inquiry into the origin and 
justice of these debts, as far as the materials in their 
possession enabled them to proceed; and where 
they found those materials deficient, they should 
order the presidency of Fort St George [Madras] 
to complete the inquiiy.. 

The court of directors applied themselves to the 
execution of the trust reposed in them. They first 
examined into the amount of the debt, which they 
computed, at compound interest, to be ^,945,600/. 
sterling. Whether their mode of computation, 
either of the original sums, or the amount on 
compound interest, was exact ; th^t is, whether 
they took the interest too high, or the several ca* 
pitals too low, . is not material. On whatever 

. principle 
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principle any of the calcolations were made opi 
none of them found Ibe debt to differ from tbe 
recital of tbe act, which asserted, that tbe sams 
claimed were ^* very large." Tbe last bead of these 
dkbts the directors compote at 2,465,680/. ster- 
ling. Of tbe existence of this debt the direetonr 
heard nothing until 1776, and they say, that, 
^' although they had repeatedly written to tbe na- 
^ bob of Arcot^ and to their servants, respecting 
" the debt, yet they had never been able to trace the 
** origin thereof^ or to obtain any satisfactory in* 
" formation on the subject.*^ 

Tbe court of directors, after stating the circum* 
stances under which tbe debts appeared to them 
to have been contracted, add as follows : *' For 
*^ these reasons we should have thought it our 
" duty to inquire very mitiutely into those debts, 
*' even if tbe act of parliament had been silent on 
" tbe subject, before we concurred in any measure 
** for their payment. But with the positive in- 
** junctions of the act before us, to examine into 
'' their nature and origin, we are indispensably 
" bound to direct such an inquiry to be insti* 
'* tuted." They then order the president and 
council of Madras to enter into a full examination, 
&c. &c. 

The directors having drawn up their order to 
the presidency on these principles, communicated 
tbe draught of the general letter in which those 

. . 5 orders 
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lOffders werfe contaitied, to the board o^ his nmr 
jesty's ministers, and other servants lately consti* 
tutod by Mn Pitt's East India act These mmis- 
tars, who had just carried through parliameat the 
hill ordertog a specifick mquirv) immediately dcev 
up another letter, on a principle directly opposte 
to that, which was prescribed by the act pf . par-^ 
liament, and followed by the directors. In these 
second orders, all idea of an inquiry into iixe jusr 
tice and origin of the pretended debts, particularly 
of the last, the greatest, and the most obnoxious 
to susptcicm, is abandoned. They are all adiukted 
and established without any investigation whatso* 
evec; except some private conference wkh the 
agents of the claimants is to pass for an investig^ 
tion ; and a fund for their discharge is assigned and 
jiet apart out of the revenues of the Carnatick.'--* 
To this arrajng^ment in favour of their servants^ 
servants suspected of corruption, and convicted of 
disobedience, the directors of the East India com- 
pany wene ordered to set their bands, asserting it 
to arise from their own conviction and opinion, in 
flat contradiction to their recorded sentimeotSi 
theiir strong remonstrance, and their declared sense 
of their duty, as well under their geqeral trust and 
their oath as directors, as under the express injuno- 
tions of an act of parliament. 

The ' pi^nciples upon which this summary pro- 
treeding was adopted by tba minii^terial bQJU*d, ar^ 

stated 
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Stated by Aemselves in a number in the appendix 
to this speech. 

By another section of the same act, the saiAe 
court of directors were ordered to take into con- 
sideration and to decide on the indeterminate 
rights of the rajah of Tanjore and the nabob of 
Arcot ; and in this, as in the former case, no power 
of appeal, revision, or alteration was reserved to 
any other. It was a jurisdiction, in a cause be-- 
tween party and party, given to the court of di- 
rectors specifically. It was known that the terri- 
tories of thfe former of these princes had been 
twice invaded and pillaged, and the prinpe deposed 
and imprisoned, by the company's servants, influ- 
enced by the intrigues of the latter, and for the 
purpose of paying his pretended debts. The com- 
pany had, in the year 1775, ordered a restoration 
of the rajah to his government, tinder ccirtain con- 
ditions. The rajah complained that his territories 
had not been completely restored to hkn ; and that 
no part of his goods, money, revenues, or records, 
unjustly taken and withheld from him, were ever 
returned. The nabob, on the other hand, never 
ceased to claim the country itself, and carried on 
a continued train of negotiation, that it should 
again be given up to him, in violation of the com- 
pany's publick faith. 

The directors, in obedience to this part of the 
acty ordered an inquiry, ^nd came to a determi- 
nation 
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aattoa to restore certain of bis territones to the 
rajah. The ministers proceeding as in the formef 
case, without hearing any party, rescinded the de- 
cision of the directors, refused the restitution of 
the territory, and without regard to the condition 
of the country of Tanjore, which had been within 
a few years four times plundered (twice by the 
nabob of Arcot, and twice by enemies brought 
upon it solely by the politicks of the same nabob, 
the declared enemy of that people) and without 
discounting a shilling for their sufferings, they ac- 
cumulate an arrear of about 400,000 pounds of 
pretended tribute to this enemy ; and then they 
order the directors to put their hands to a new 
adjudication, directly contrary to a judgment in a 
judicial character and trust, solemnly given by 
them, and entered on their records. 

These proceedings naturally called for some in« 
quiry. On the 28th of February, 1785, Mr. Fox 
made the following motion in the bouse of com- 
mons, after moving that the clauses of the act 
should be read — ^* That the proper officer do lay 
^* before this house copies and extracts of all let- 
" ters and orders of the court of directors of the 
^^ united East India company, in pursuance of the 
^* injunctions contained in the 37th and 38th 
** clauses of the said act;" and the question being 
put, it passed in the negative by a very great ma^ 
jority* 
. Vox.IV. O The 




The last speech ia the debate was the following; 
which is ^ven to the publiek» not as being more 
worthy of iu attention th^n others (some of which 
were of consummate ability) but as entering more 
)nto the detail of the subject. 
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X HE times we live in, Mr. Speaker, have been 
distinguished by extraordinary events* Habi* 
tuated, however, as we are, to uncomnion com* 
binations of men and of affairs, I believe nobody 
recollects any thing more surprising than the spec* 
tacle of this day. The right honourable gentle* 
man *, whose conduct is now in question, formerly 
stood forth in tliis house, the prosecutor of the 
worthy baronet f who spoke after him. He 
charged him with several grievous acts of malver* 
sation in office ; with abuses of a publick trust of 
a great and heinous nature. In less than two 
years we see the situation of the parties reversed ; 
and a singular revolution puts the worthy baronet 
in a fair way of returning the prosecution in a re- 
criminatory bill of pains and penalties, grounded 
on a breach of public trust, relative to the go- 
vernment of the very same part of India* If he 
should undertake a bill of that kind, he will find 
no difficulty in conducting it with a degree of skill 

* Right honourable Henry Dundas. 

t Sir Thomas Rumbold, late goTemour of Madras. 

o 2 and 
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and vigour fully equal to all that have been exerted 
against him. 

But the change of relation between these two 
gentlemen is not so striking as the total difference 
of their deportment under the same unhappy cir- 
cumstances. Whatever the merits of the worthy 
baronet's defence might have been, he did not 
shrink from the charga He met it with manli- 
ness of spirit, and decency of behaviour. What 
would have been thought of him, if he bad held 
the present language of his old accuser ? When ar- 
ticles were exhibited against him by that right ho- 
nourable gentleman, he did not think proper to 
tell the house that we ought to institute no in- 
quiry, to inspect no paper, to examine no witness. 
He did not tell us (what at that time he might 
have told us with some shew of reason) that our 
concerns in India were matters of delicacy; that 
to divulge any thing relative to them would be 
mischievous to the state. He did not tell us, that 
those who would inquire into his proceedings 
were disposed to dismember the enipire. He bad 
not the presumption to say, that for his part, hav» 
ing obtained in his Indian presidency, the ultimate 
object of his ambition, his honour was concerned 
in executing with integrity the trust which bad 
been legally committed to his charge : That others^ 
not having been so fortunate, could not be so dis- 
interested J and therefore their accusations could 

spring 
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Spring from do other source tliao fiKtioo, andcciy 

to his fortune. 

Had be been ftontless enou^ to hold such Taiiiy 
vapouring language in the face of a grave, a de- 
tailed, a specified matter of accusation, whilst he 
violently resisted every thing which could bring 
the merits of bis cause to the test ; had he been 
wild enough to anticipate the absurdities of this 
day ; that is, had he inferred, as his late accuser 
had thought proper to do, that he could not have 
been guilty of malversation in office, for this sole 
and curious reason, that he had been in office ; 
had he argued the impossibility of his abusing bis 
power on this sole principle, that he had power to 
abuse, he would have left but one impression on 
the mind of every man who heard him, and who 
believed him in his senses — that in the utmost ex- 
tent he was guilty of the charge. 

But, Sir, leaving these two gentlemen to alter- 
nate, as criminal ^nd accuser, upon what principles 
they think expedient ; it is tor us to consider, 
M'hether the chancellor of the exchequer, and the 
treasurer of the navy, acting as a board of control, 
are justified by law or policy, in suspending the 
legal arrangements made by the court of directors, 
in order to transfer the publick revenues to the pri* 
vate emolument of certain servants of the East- 
India company, without the inquiry into the ori- 
gin and justice of their claims, prescribed by an 
act of parliament ? . . 

Jt 
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Iti$ not contended^ that the act of parlianiieiit 
did ]K)t expressly ordain an inquiry. It is not ast- 
$erted that this inquiry was not, with equal pre- 
cision of terms, specially committed under par*- 
ticular regulations to the court of directors. J 
conceive, tlierefore, the board of control had x\9 
right whatsoever to intermeddle in that business. 
There is nothing certain in the principles of jurist 
prudence, if this be not undeniably true, that 
when a special authority is given to any persons 
by name, to do some particular act, that no others^ 
by virtue of general powers, can pbtain a. 1^^ 
title to intrude themselves intp that trust, add t^ 
exercise those special functions in their place. I 
therefore consider the intermeddli^ of ministers 
in this afiair as a downright usurpation. But if 
the strained construction, by which they have 
forced themselves into a suspicious office (which 
every man, delicate with regard to character, 
would rather have sought constructions to avoid) 
were perfectly sound and perfectly legal, of this 
I am certain, that they cannot be justified i« de- 
clining the inquiry which had been prescribed t# 
the court of directors. If the board of control 
did la^vfully possess the right of executing the spe- 
cial trust given to that court, they must take it 9» 
they found it, subject to the very same regulations 
which bound the court of directors. It will be 
allotred that the qourt of directors bad PQ attlho- 
rity to dispense with either the si^tance qt the 
5 mod« 
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iBode of iaquiiy i^wcribed by the act of fiariift- 
loent If tiiey had not, wba^^ id the act, did the 
board of control acquire that capacity ? Indeed, it 
was impoissible they should acquire it — ^What must 
we think of the fabrick and textore of an act of 
parliament which should find it necessary to pre- 
scribe a strict inquisition; that should^^^^cend into 
minute regulations for thp c5onductof that inqnisi- 
tion ; that should commit this trust to a particular 
description of men, and in the very same breath 
should enable another body, at their own pleasure^ 
to supersede all the provisions the legblature had 
made, and to defeat the whole purpose^ end, and 
object of the law ? This cannot be supposed even 
of an act of parliament conceived by the ministers 
themselves, and brought forth during the delirium 
of the last session. 

My honourable friend has told you in the speech 
which introduced his motion, that fortunately this 
question is not a great deal involved in the laby* 
rinths of Indian detail. Certainly not. But if it 
were^ I beg leave to assure you, that there is no- 
thing in the Indian detail which is more difficult 
than in the detail of any other business. I admits 
because I have some experience of the fact, that for 
the interiour regulation of India, a minute know-- 
ledge of India is requisite* But on any speeifick 
matter of delinquency in its govei^ment, you aro 
as capable of judging, as if the same thing were 

done 
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done at your doon Fraud, injustice, oppression^ 
peculation, engendered in India, are crimes of the 
same blood, family, and cast, with those that are 
born and bred in England. Jo go no farther than 
the case before us : you are just as competent to 
judge whether the sum of four millions sterling 
ought, or ought not, to be passed from the publick 
treasury into a private pocket, without any title 
except the claim of the parties, when the issue of 
fact is laid in Madras, as when it is laid in West* 
minster. Terms of art, indeed, are different in 
different places ; but they are generally understood 
in none. The technical style of an Indian treasury 
is not one jot more remote than the jargon of our 
own exchequer, from the train of our ordinary 
ideas, or the idiom of our common language. 
The difference therefore in the two cases is not in 
the comparative difficulty or facility of the two 
subjects, but in our, attention to the one, and our 
total neglect of the other. Had this attention and 
neglect been regulated by the value of the several 
objects, there would be nothing to complain .o£ 
But the reverse of that supposition is true. The 
scene of the Indian abuse is distant indeed^ but 
we must not infer, that the value of our interest 
in it is decreased in proportion as it recedes from 
our view. In our politicks, as in our common 
conduct, we shall be worse than infants, if we do 
not put our. senses under the tuition of our jadg- 
: . ment, 
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Kient) and efibctuaRy cure ourselves of that opticid 
illusion which makes a briar at our nose of greater 
magnitude, than an oak at five hundred yards 
distance. 

• I think I can trace all the calamities of this coun* 
try to the single source of our not hating had 
steadily before our eyes a general, comprehensive, 
well-connected, and well-proportioned view of the 
whole of our dominions, and a just sense of their 
true bearings and relations. After all its reduc- 
tions, the British empire is still vast and various. 
After all the reductions of the house of commons, 
(stripped as we are of our brightest ornaments, 
and of our most important privileges) enough are 
yet left to furnish us, if we please, with means of 
shewing to the world, that we deserve the super* 
intendance of as large an empire as this kingdom 
ever held, and the continuance of as ample privi- 
leges as the house of commons, ia the plenitude of 
its power, had been habituated to assert But if 
we make ourselves too little for thd sphere of our 
duty ; if, on the contrary, we do not stretch and 
expand our minds to to compass of their object, 
be well assured, that every thing about us will 
dwindle by degrees, until at length our concerns 
are shrunk to the dimensions of our minds. It is 
not a predilection to mean, sordid, home-bred 
cares, that will avert the consequences of a false 
estimation of our interest, or prevent the shameful 

S dilapidation 
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dilapidation^ into which a great empire toost fidt^ 
by mean reparations upon mighty niin^^ 

I confess I feel a degree of disgust,, almost lead- 
ing to despair, at the manner in which we aro 
acting in the great exigiencies of out country. 
There is now a bill in this bouse, appointing n 
Ttgid inquisition into the minutest detail of our 
offices at home. The collection of sixteen million» 
anonally ; a collection on which the publick greait* 
ness, safety, and credit have tliiedr reliance ; the 
whole order of criminal jurisprudence, which 
holds together society itself, have at no time 
obliged us to call forth such powers ; no, nor aay 
thing like them. There is not a principle of the 
law and constitution of this country that is nek 
subv^ted to favour the execution of th^t project *• 
And for what is all this apparatus of bustle and 
terrour ? Is it because any thing substantial is ex* 
pected from it ? No. The stir and bustle itself is 
the end proposed. The eye-servants of a short* 
sighted master will employ themselves, not oo 
what is most essential to his affairs, but on what is 
nearest to his ken. Great difficulties have given 
a just value tp oeconomy ; and our minister of tlie 
day must be an ceconomist, whatever it may cost 
us. But where is he to exert his talents? At 
home to be sure ; for where else can be obtain a 
profitable credit for their exertion ? It is nothing 

* Appendix, No. K 
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to him, whether the object on which he worki 
under our eye be promising or not. If he does 
not obtain any publick benefit, he may make re* 
gulations without ^d. Those are sure to pay in 
present expectation, whilst the effect is at a distance^ 
mnd may be the concern of other times, and other 
fneh. On these principles lie chooses to suppose 
(for be does not pretend more than to suppose) a 
Aaked possibility, that he^hall draw some resource 
out of crumbs dropped from the trenchers of po- 
Bury; that something shall be laid in store from 
the short allowance of revenue officers, overloadeti 
with duty, and famished for want of bread; by« 
reduction from officers who are at this very hour 
ready to batter the treasury with what breaks 
through stone- walls, for an incrmse of their ap- 
pointments. From the marrowless .bones of thes0 
skeleton establishments, by the use of every aor% 
of cutting, and of every sort of fretting tool, he 
flatters himself that he may chip and rasp an en>- 
piincal alimentary powder, to diet into some simi- 
litude of health and substance the languishing chi^ 
meras of fraudulent reformation. 

Whilst he is thus employed according to his por- 
licy and to his taste,, he has not leisure to inquire 
into those abuses in India that are drawing off mo- 
ney by millions from the treasures of this country, 
whiqh are exhausting the vital juices from mem* 
ba;rs of the state^ where the public inanition is far 

mor^ 
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more sorely felt than in the local exchequer of 
England Not content with winking at these 
abuses, whilst he attempts to squeeze the laborious 
ill-^aid drudges of English revenue, he lavishes in 
one act of corrupt prodigality, upon those who 
never served the publick in any honest occupation 
at all, an annual income equal to two thirds of the 
whole collection of the revenues of this kingdom. 
, Actuated by the same principle of choice, he 
has now on the anvil another scheme, full of dif- 
ficulty and desperate hazard, which totally alters 
the commercial relation of two kingdoms ; and 
what end soever it shall have, may bequeath a le- 
gacy of heart burning and discontent to one of the 
countries, perhaps to both, to be perpetuated to 
the latest posterity. This project is also undertaken 
on the hope of profit. It is provided, that out 
of some (I know not what) remains of the Irish 
hereditary revenue, a fund at some time, and of 
some sort, should be applied to the protection of 
the Irish trade. Here we are commanded again 
to task our faith, and to persuade ourselves, that 
out of the surplus of deficiency, out of the savings 
of habitual and systeuiatick prodigality, the mi- 
nister of wonders will provide support for this na- 
tion, sinking under the mountainous load of two 
hundred and thirty millions of debt. But whilst 
we look with pain at his desperate and laborious 
trifling ; whilst we are apprehensive that he will 

break 
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break his back in stooping to pick up chaff and 
straws,* he recovers himself at an elastick bound, 
and with a broad-cast swing of his arm, he squan- 
ders over his Indian field a sum far greater than 
the clear produce of the whole hereditary revenue 
of the kingdom of Ireland *. 

Strange as this scheme of conduct in ministry is, 
and inconsistent with all just policy, it is still true 
to itself, and faithful to its own perverted order. 
Those who are bountiful to crimes, will be rigid to 
merit, and penurious to service. Their penury is 
even held out as a blind and cover to their prodi- 
gality. The oeconoray of injustice is, to furnish 
resources for the fund of corruption. Then they 
pay off their protection to great crimes and great 
criminals, by being inexorable to the paltry frail- 
ties of little men; and these modem flagellant 
are sure, with a rigid fidelity, to whip their own 
enormities on the vicarious back of every small 
offender. 

It is to draw your attention to oeconomy of 
quite another order; it is to animadvert on of- 
fences of a far different description, that my ho- 

* The whole of the net Irish hereditary revenue is, on a 
medium of the last seven years, about 330,000/. yearly* 
The revenues of all denorainalions fall short more than 
150,000/. yearly of the charges. On ihe present produce, if 
Mr. Pitt's scheme was to take place, he might gain from 
seven to ten thousand pounds a year. 

nourable 
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nourable friend has brought before you the motion 
of this day. It is to perpetuate the abuses which 
are subverting the fabrick of your empire, that 
the motion is opposed. It is therefore with reason 
(and if he has power to carry himself through, I 
t:ommend his prudence) that the right honourable 
gentleman makes his stand at the very outset ; and 
boldly refuses all parliamentary information. Let 
him admit but one step towards inquiry, and he 
is undone. You must be ignorant, or he cannot 
be safe. But before his curtain is let down, and 
the siiades of eternal night shall veil our eastern 
dominions from our view, permit me. Sir, to avail 
myself of the means which were furnished in anx- 
ious and inquisitive times, to demonstrate out of 
this single act of the present minister, what advan- 
tages you are to derive from permitting the greatest 
concern of this nation to be separated from the 
cognizance, and exempted even out of the com- 
petence, of parliament. The greatest body of your 
revenue, your most numerous armies, your most 
important commerce, the richest sources of your 
publick credit, (contrary to every idea of the 
loiown settled policy of England) are on the point 
of being converted into a mystery of state. You 
are going to have one half of the globe hid even 
from tlie common liberal curiosity of an Englisli 
gentleman. Here a grand revolution commences. 
Mark the period> and mark the circumstances. In 

most 



NABOB OF argot's DEBTS. 207 

most of the capital changes that are recorded in 
the principles and system of any government, a 
publick benefit of some kind or other has been 
pretended. The revolution commenced in some- 
thing plausible; in something which carried the 
appearance at least of punishment of delinquency, 
or correction of abuse. But here, in the very mo- 
ihent of the conversion of a department of British 
government into an Indian myste/y, and in the 
very ^ct in which the change commences, a cor- 
rupt, private interest is set up in direct opposition 
to the necessities of tbe nation. A diversion is 
made of millions of the publick money from the 
publick treasury to a private purse. It is not into 
secret negotiations for war, peace, or alliance, that 
the hoyse of commons is forbidden to inquire. It 
is a matter of account; it is a pecuniary transact* 
tion ; it is tlie demand of a suspected steward upon 
ruined tenants and an embarrassed master, that 
the commons of Great Britain are commanded 
not to inspect The whole tenour of the right 
honourable gentleman's argument is consonant to 
the nature of his policy. The system of conceal- 
ment is fostered by a system of falsehood. False 
facts, false colours, false names of persons and 
things, are its whole support. 

Sir, I mean to follow the right honourable gen-* 
tleman over that field of deception, clearing w hat 

he has purposely obscured, and fairly stating what 

• • • • 
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it was necessary for hioi to misrepresent. For this 
purpose^ it is necessary you should know with 
soine degree of distinctness^ a little of the locality, 
the nature, the circumstances, the magnitude of 
the pretended debts on which this marvellous do- 
nation is founded, as well as of the persons from 
whom and by whom it is claimed. 

Madras, with its dependencies, is the second 
(but with a long interrai, the second) member of 
the British empire in the east. The trade of that 
city, and of the adjacent territory, was, not very 
long ago, among the most flourishing in Asia. But 
since the establishment of the British power, it has 
wasted away under an uniform gradual decline ; 
insomuch that in the year 1 779 not one merchant 
of eminence \vas to be found in the wholQ coun- 
try *. During this period of decay, about six hun- 
dred thousand sterling pounds a year have been 
drawn off by English gentlemen on their pri%'ate 
account, by the way of China alone f . If we add 
four hundred thousand, as probably remitted 
through other channels, and in other mediums, 
that is, in jewels^ gold, and silver directly brought 
to Europe, and in bills upon the British and fo* 
reign companies, you will scarcely think the matter 
over-rated. If we fix the commencement of this 

* Mr. Smith's examination before the select committeci 
Appendix^ No. 2. 
+ Appendix, No. 2. 
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^traction of money from the Carnatick at a period 
Ho earlier than the year 1760, and close it in the 
year 1 780, it probably will not amount to a great 
deal less than twenty of millions of money. 

During the deep silent flow of this steady stream 
of wealth, which set from India into Europe, it 
generally passed On with no adequate observation i 
but happening at some periods to meet rifts of i 
rocks that checked its course, it grew more noisy 
land attracted mote notice. The pecuniary discus* 
sion3 caused by an acdumitlatioxl of part of the for* 
tunes of their servants iil a debt from the nabob of 
Arcot, was the first thing which very particularly 
called for, and long engaged, the attention of the 
touTt of directors. This debt adiounted to eight 
hundred and eighty thousand pounds sterling, and 
was claimed, for the greate)" part, by English gen* 
tlemen, Ye&idlrig at Madras. This gt*aild capital, 
settled at length by order at ten per bent, afforded 
an annuity of eighty*eight thotisdnd pounds *• 

Whilst the directors were digesting their astO'^ 
nishment at this information, a memorial was pre* 
sented to them from three gentlemen, informing 
them that their friends had lent likewise, to mer- 
chants of Canton in China, a sum of not more 
than one million sterling. In this memorial they 

called upon the company for their assistance and 

« 

* Fourth report, Mr. Dundas'i committee, p. 4. 
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liilBrfio0itioi» witb the Chmew |Bbwrii«eiit for tb» 
teQoverf of the debt. Tfab sum lent to Chinese 
merchaotei was nl: £4 jevr cent, whibh would 7id4i^ 
if paid, an aaaoity of fewo HHiadted wd forty thovK 
saxid 'poiinds *. 

Per{]j£!!Be(jt as the directors -were with these cler 
xnands, you may conceive^ Sir, that they did: wt 
^d themselves very snuch disenAaaraascJ, by be«^ 
ix^ made jscquainted that they must ^^n exert 
tiheir ioflueace for » new leserve of the happy par- 
simony of their servants, x^ollected into a secondf 
4eb£ from the xud^ob of Arcot, amounting to two» 
miUioB^ four hundred thousand pounds^ settled at 
an interest of 12 per eent^ This is kwmn by ti)» 
aame of the Consolidation of 1777» as the former 
pf th^ nabob's (kbts was by tiie tkle ef the <Iop-» 
soUdation of 1 7^7* To this was ^dded, » a sqpi^ 
rate paroel) a little reserve called the Cavalry deb^ 
ft one hundred and iHxty thouscuid ^potuMia, at tfae 
same inleresb The whak ^ tibecie four capitaiay 
lOBOun^ to four millions four bandied aad forty 
thpusaod pouodsi piH)daeed at thcsr sewral rates, 
annuities ameuntkig to tit hmidred and twenty-* 
three thousand pounds a year; a geiod deal more 
than ofie^tiwd of the elear land^tea of £ngPaa<^ 

^ A witness examined before Ae. cuiimntt(ie of aecrec|r 
saySt that eighteen per cent^ was the usual interest ; but he 
had heard that more had been given* The above » tbe ac- 
coaut whidtMr. B. received. 
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it finir shillings in the pound ; a good deal mom 
than doubly the whole annual dividend of the £«st 
India company, the nonunal masters to the pro* 
prietoti in these funds. Of this interest, three 
hundred and eighty*three thousand two hundre4 
ponnds a year stood chargeable on the publick re* 
venues of the Carnatick. 

Sir, at this moment, it will not be necessary to 
consider the various operations which the capital 
•od interest of this debt have successively under^ 
geoe* J shall speak to these (^erations when I 
eome ps^ticularly to answer tlie right honourable 
gentleman on each of the heads, as he has thought 
proper to divide them. But this was the exact 
view in which these debts first appeared to the 
court of directory, and to the world. It varied 
afierwards. But it never appeared In any othw 
than a most questionable adbape* When this g^gan^ 
tiek phantom of debt first appeiqred before a young 
iiiiel(iter> it natureUy would have justified some do* 
fpree ctf doubt and apprehousjon* $uch a prodigy 
vcaild have filled eny eommon man with s\ip«rstl* 
lious ftars. He would exorciso that shapeless, name^ 
less £9rm, and by every thing SMi^d wpuld hav^^ 
adjured it to tell by what mwm ft m»V W(ab«r 
of alight indinduaki of no con6«qu«nw or «tivi» 
tion, possessed of no lucrative^ officeiii without tb«. 
command of nrmi«s» or th9 known fMimwustration; 
of feveoois, without pjEofisatioQ of My kwdAWkthpuV 

PS any 
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any sort of trade sufficient to employ a petflan 
coald have, in a few years (as to some; cveii 
in a few months) amassed treiisares equal to the 
revenues of a respectable kingdom? .Wa* it not 
Enough to put these gentlemen, in the noviciate 
of their administration, on their guard, and to call 
upon them for a strict inquiry (if not to justii^ 
fhem in a reprobation of those demands without 
any inquiry at all) that when all England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland had for years been witness to 
the immense sums laid out by the servants of Ac 
company in stocks of all denominations, in the 
purchase of lands, in the buying and building of 
houses, ill the securing quiet seats in parliamenti 
or in tJie tumultuous riot of contested electioosj in 
wandering throughout the whole range of those 
variegated modes of inventive prodigality, which 
'sometimes have excited our wonder, sometimes 
roused our indignation; that after all India was 
four millions still in debt to fhem ? India in debt 
iotkem} For what? Every debt for which an equi- 
valent of some kind or other is not given, is on ^ 
face of it a fraud. What is the equivalent tbey 
have* given? What equivalent had they to give? 
What are the articles of commerce, or th<e branches 
of mahu&cture whidi those 'geantlemen have C9S* 
ried hence to enrich India? What are the scietiees 
they beamed out to enlijghten it? What are the 
a^ts they introduced tu chear atod to adoiti it ? 

- ^ Whtit 
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What are die reHgious^ what the moral institntions 
they have taa^t atoong that people as a gaide to 
life, or as a ooosolation irbeo life is to be no morc^ 
that theve is an denial debt, a debt " still paying 
** still to owe,^ which must be bound on the pre- 
sent generation in India, and entailed on their, 
mortgaged posterity for ever? A debt of millions,, 
in &vour of a set of men, whose names, with lew 
axoepdons, a#e ^ther . buried in the obscurity of 
then* origin and talents, or draped into light by 
the enormity of their crimes ? 

In my opinion the courage of the minister was 
die most wonderful part of the transaction, espe- 
cially as he must have read, or rather the right 
honourable gentleman says, he has read for him, 
trhole volumes upon the sohjeet The volumes, by 
the way, are not by one tenth part- so numerous as 
the right honoumble gentleman has thought pro-^ 
per to pretend, in order to frighten you from in- 
quiry ; but in these volumes, such as they are, the 
ministar must have found a full authority for a sus-^ 
picion (at the very least) of every thing relative to 
the great fortunes made at Madras. What is that 
authority? Why no (rther than the standing au- 
Ibority for all the claims which the ministry lu^ 
dioug^t fit to provide for-<-tbe grand debtor— the 
nabob of Arcot himself. Hear that prince, in the 
letter written to the court of directoirsi at the pr^ 
dse periodi whilst the maiu body of these debts 

were 
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w^« contf ftcting. In his letter he states himself 
t^ bOi what undoubtedly he is^ a most competent 
witness to this point. After speaking of the war 
with Hyder Ali in 1768 and I769j and of other 
measures which he censures f whether right or 
Wrong it signifies nothing) and into which be says 
he had been led by the company's sertants ; h« 
proceeds in this manner-^--*^^ If all these thifigs 
^* were against the real interests of the company^ 
^ they are ten thousand times diore agaitist mine^ 
*' and against the prosperity of toy coubtryi and 
^* the happiness of my people ; for your interests 
^ and mine are the same. What were they awing 
** t0 then? to the private views of a few irMvi* 
^^ duabf who have enriched themselves at the es> 
^ pmce of your if^ence^ and of my country ; for 
« your servants HAVE NO TRADE IN 
« THIS COUNTRY; neither do you pay them 
^ high wages^ yet m a few years they return to 
^ England with nmny lacks of pagodas. Haw can 
^ you or I account for such immense forttsnes iu> 
^ quired in so short a time, without any vuiMs 
^ means of getting them ?" 

When he asRed this question, which inivolteg its 
i^swer, it ib entraordmary that curiosity did oqC 
prompt the chancellor of tiie exchequer to that 
inquiry^ which might come in yaio fecommended 
to him by his own act of parliament Does JioC 
^e nabob ef Arcot teU us in so many words^ tiiat 
it^ere was no £pur way of making the enormous 

suma 



sent by the company's servaBts to En^and r 
#c»d do you imi^oe that ihere was or could he 
CBore honesty and good hkh^ in the deBBaodft for 
what lemained behind ia ladia? Of what natum . 
vvere the transactiaas whh hioiself? Ifyou £6Uoi^ 
the trwi ai his information yoa oauat aee> that tf 
4he9e §reat aama wese at aU lent, it was i^ot proK 
peit^, bat apoil that was lent; if not lenl^ the 
transaction w«s nqt a^Kmtrad^ but a fraud. Either 
vrayi if light enough ^ould not be fimushed t4 
.authorize a full coodeowatioa of these demandsi 
^y ought to have been left to the parties, wba 
liestJcnew and understood each other's proceecU 
ingi. It was not necessary that the authority of 
garemment should interpose ia £fivQur of daimt^ 
whose very feuadatioa was a defiance of that 
|urtbority» and whose object and end was its en« 
tm subversioau 

It may be said that this ktter vas written b;y 
4he nabob of Arcot in a moody humouri under ^ 
influence of sone chagrin. Certainly it was ; bitf 
k is in such humaurs that truth comes ^ut Aa4 
when he tells you £rom bis own knowle^gi^ wJiat 
itrery one nnist presume, from the extreme pro- 
babitity of the tbin^ whether he told it or natt 
4foe such testimony is worth a ihousaad that con- 
tnMtict that pipl^bili^y when tbe partiea hav^ ft 
better underataading with each PtheTi and wbeo 
they have a pomt tacany^ tbatmay unite them » 
A common deceit 

If 
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, If this body of private claims of debt, real or 
devised, were a question, as it is falsely pretended, 
between the nabob of Arcot as debtor, and Paul 
Benfield and his associates as creditors, I am sure, 
) should give myself but little trouble about it» If 
the hords of oppression were the fund for satis- 
fying the claims of bribery and peculation, who 
would wish to interfere between such litigants? 
If the demands were confined to what mi^t be 
drawn from the treasures, which the company's 
records uniformly assert that the nabob is in pos- 
session of; or if he had mines of gold or silver, or 
^diamonds (as we know that he has none) these 
gentlemen might break open his hoards, or dig in 
his mines, yvithout any disturbance from me. Bat 
^he gentlemen on the other side of the house know 
as well as I do, and they dare not contradict me^ 
that the nabob of Arcot and his creditors are not 
adversaries, but (collusive parties, and that the 
whole transaction is under a felse colour and false 
names. The litigation is not, nor ever has been, 
i)etween their rapacity and his boarded riches. 
No ; it is between him and them combining and 
confederating on oiie side, and the publick reve- 
nues; and the miserable inhabitants of a ruined 
country, on the other. These are the rea| plains 
tiffs and the real defendants in (he suit Refusing 
a shilling from his hoards for tlie satisfaction of 
finy demand, the nabob of Ar<^ot is always ready, 
p^y, |xe earnestly, and with eagerness and passion, 

(:onten^ 
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eontends for delivering up to these pretended cre- 
ditors bis t^tory and his subjectiB. It is thare^ 
fore not from treasuries abd mines, but from tte 
^bod of your unpaid armies, from the blood tvilfeH 
beid from the veins, and whipt out <tf the backs of 
the most miserable of men, that we are to JMunper 
extortioni usury, .and peculation; undier the felse 
aames of debtors a:nd creditors of state. 

The great patron of tbiese creditors (to whose 
honour they ought to erect statues) the right hb-* 
nourable gentleman ^, in stating the i^rits whicb 
recommended them to his favour, has ranked them 
under three grand divisions. The first, the credi« 
• tors of 1767 ; then the creditors of the cavalry 
loan ; and lastly, the creditors of the loan in 1777* 
-JjBt us examine them, one by one^ as they pass ia 
review before U9. 

The first of these loans, that of 1767> he insists^ 
has an indisputable claim upon the publick justice: 
The creditors, be affirms, lent their money pub- 
liekly; they advanced it with the express knoir^ 
ledge and approbation of the company ; and it wad 
•ontracted at the nuxlerate interest oit&a per cent. 
In this loan the demand is, according to him^ not 
tmly just, but meritorious in a very high degree'^ 
jand one would be inclined to believe he thought 
iio, because he has put it last in the provision .he 
)ias ndiade for thdse claims. 

f Mr* Po&dsi. 

I readily 
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I IM^ idmit thiB debt to stand the fidrest 
o€tbewliole; for wJ^lever laay be my siiq^icioiis 
MiicenHfig a partof it| I can convict it of ooUung 
worse than the most enormous usury. But I cao 
eonvict upcm tiie spot the r%bt honourable gentle^ 
Qian» of the most darmg mi8i'e|H*e$entation in every 
one fact, without any exception, that he hkis al* 
leged in defence of this loan^ and of hb own 
condiict with cegard to it I wiH shew you that 
tidg debt was never contracted with the knowledge 
of the coo^gany ; that it had not their approbar 
tion ; that they received the first intelligence of it 
with the utmost possibjie surprise, indignation^ and 
i^rm. 

So fiur from bang previously appri^ oi the 
transaetioQ from its origin^ it was two ywn before 
the court of directors obtained any official intellir 
genoe of it. ^ The dealings of the servants nith 
1' the nabob were concealed from the firsti until 
^^ they were fonnd out^" (says Mr. Say^ the 
cvmpany't counsel) '* by the report of the eoim- 
^' try/ The pi^sidettcy, however, at laslt tho^;!^ 
IMoper to aend an ofteial account. On tUs tb« 
directors toll them, ^^ to your great reproach it bac 
^V been omctahd fwm m. We oannot but sus* 
^' peet this debt to have had its weight in yawr 
^y prepmd aggraniiizcment ff Mahmmd Ah [th# 
'^ nabob of Arcot] ; but wbe&er it h^ or baa no^ 

'< certaia 
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^ cerUttD it is, you ve guilty of an lug^ -brMck 
^ of doty in concealing it from us.'* 

These expression, concerning the ground of tto 
^transaction, its effect, and its dandestind nature^ 
are in the letters, bearing date March 17» 1769» 
jMter receiving a more full account <m the SSd 
March, 1 770, they state, that '' Messrs. John Py^ 
^ bus, John Call, and James Bourchier, as trus- 
'^ tees for themselves and others of the nabob'a 
^' private creditors, had proved a deed of aasigii- 
'^ flient upon the nabob and his son of FIFTEEN 
'^ districts of the nabob's country, the revenues of 
^' which yielded, in time of peace, eight lacks of 
'' pagodas [320,000/. sterling] annually ; and like* 
^ wise an assignment of the yearly tribute paid 
^^ the nabob from the rajah of Tanjore, amounting 
'' to four lacks of rupees [40,000^]/' The terri* 
tonal revenue, at tliat time possessed by these genr 
tiemen, without the knowledge or consent of their 
masterS) amounted to three hundred and sixty 
thousand pounds sterling annually. They were 
making rapid strides to the entire possession of the 
country, when the directors, whom the right ho* 
Bourable gentleman staites as having authorized 
these proceedings^ were kept in such profound 
igDorao^ of this royal acquisition of territorial 
revmae by their servants, that in the same letter 
they say^ ^^ this assignment was obtained by threa 

*^ of the members f^ymr boards in January 17^» 
* ** yet 
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** yet tire do not find the ieast trace of it upon your* 
consakations, - until August 1768, nor do any* 
of your letters to us afford any information re- 
lative to such transactbns, till the 1st of No-^ 
vember 1 768* By your last letters of the 8th of 
•* May, 1769, you bring the whole proceedings ta 
•* light in one view." 

As to tfie previous knowledge of the company, 
isid its sanction to the debts, you see that this 
assertion of that knowledge is utterly unfounded*' 
But did the directors approve of it, and ratify the 
transaction when it was known ? The very reverse. 
On tiie same Sd of March, the directors declare/ 
^ upon an impartial examinatim of the whole con- 
•* duct of our late govemour and council of ForC 
•* George (Madras) and on the fullest consideration, 
^ that the said governour^and council have, in no- 
* torious violation of the trust reposed in them, 
•* manifestly preferred the intenst of private indi^ 
^ viduals to that of the company^ in permitting the 
assignment of the revenues of certain valuable 
districts, to a very large amount, from the na- 
•* bob to individuals,*'— and then highly aggravate 
ing their crimes, they add ** we order and direct 
'^ that yon do examine, in the most impartial 
^ manner, all the above-mentioned transactions ; 
^' and that you pumsh by suspension, degradation, 
>*' dismission, or otherwise, as to you shall seem 
^ meet, all and every such servant or servants of 

" tb« 
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** the cOQipilny, who may by you be found foiitj 



it 

4i 



of any <^ the above offences." " We had (say 
the directors) the mortification to find that die 
** servants of the company, who had been raised, 
** support edj and owed their present opulence to the 
'' advantages gained in such service, have in this 
'' instance most unfaithfully betrayed their trusty 
** aiandonedthe company's interest, and prostituted 
" its influence to accomplish the purposes qfindivi*' 
*' diuds^ whilst the interest of the company is almost 
'^ wholly neglected^ and payment to us rendered ez« 
^^ tremely precarious/' Here then is the rock of 
approbation of the court of directors, on whidi 
the right honourable gentleman says this debt 
was founded. Any member, Mr. Speaker, who 
should come into the house, on my reading this 
senteoce of condemnation of the court of direc* 
tors against their unfaithful servants, might well 
imagine that he bad heard an harsh, severe, un* 
qualified invective against the present ministerial 
board of contrcrf. So exactly do the proceedings 
of the patrons of this abuse tally with those of 
tbe actors in it, that the expressions used in the 
condemnation of the one, may serve for the re- 
probation of the other, without the change of a 
word. 

To read you all the expressions of wra^ mid 
indignation fulminated in this dispatch a^^nst the 
meritorious creditors of the r^ht hoa^urable ^a* 

tlemaiv 
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tlemaii) who according to him have been so fblly 
approved by the company, would be to read the 
H'hole. 

The fight honourable gentleman, with an ad- 
dress peculiar to himself, every now and then slides 
in the presidency of Madras, as synonimous to the 
company. That the presidency did approve the 
debt, is certain. But the right honourable gsn^- 
tieman, as prudent in suppressing, as skiifiil in 
bringing forward his matter, has not chosm to 
tell you that the presidency, were the very persons 
guilty of contracting this loan ; creditors them* 
selves, and agents and trustees for all the other 
lireditors. For this the court of directors accuse 
them of breach of trust ; and for this the r^ht 
honourable gentleman considers them as parfeetljr 
good authority for those claims. It is pleasant to 
hear a gentleman of the law quote the approbatioQ 
<tf creditors as an authority for their own debt 

How they came to contract the debt to them* 
eelves, how they canie to act as agems for those 
whom they ought to have controlled, is for your 
inquiry. The policy of this debt was aimonnced 
to the court of directors, by the very persons 
concerned in creating it " Till very lately,'' (say 
the presidency) '' the nabob placed his dependence 
''on the coihpany. Now he has been taught 
^ by ill-advisersi that an interest out of doors may 
^0tmi fafdd in good stead. He has been made to 

" believe 
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^ Mieve ikat his pri'oate creditors haivc power and 
" i»tev^e$tioaoer-rule the court of Erectors*."* The 
nabob was not misinforixKed. The private credi- 
tors instantly qualified a vast number of YOtes ; 
tod having ovule themselves masters of the court 
•f proprietors, as well as extending a powerful 
cabal ux other places as important, they so com- 
pletely overturned the anthority of the court of 
directors ^at hoqnte and abroad, that this poor baf* 
fled ^v-ernoieBt was soon obliged to lower its 
tma* It ytm ^ad to be admitted into partnership 
with bis Own fiertants. The court of directors es-» 
lifblishgng the debt which they had reprobated aa 
a breach of trast, and which was plaooed for the 
subvensioo of their aiptbority, settled its payments 
«a a psr with those of the puUick; aod aveo aa 
iMm mA able to obdmoi peace or even ecpiality in 
tbatr demaiids. ' AU ti^ coosectaeooes lay in a re* 
griar and irraws^le train* By eoo^c^g tiieir 
ioftoenoafQar the reoovery of tfaa debt, their orders^ 
iBsued JQ the aame bre^i tgainst creating new 
debts, only animated the strgog desires of theur 

* For the threats of the crecRtors, «nd total subversion of 
ilhe authority of the eotnpany iti flavour of Ae ti»boh^s power, 
and the rncrease thereby of fats evil dispositions, and the 
great dcr^ngemenit of is3l\ pnbKdc coneeitts, aee select com* 
mittee Fort St. <xeorgQi*8 letters, ^Ist November, \f99> and 
January Slst 1?70; September 11, 1772. And govemouf 
fiourchier's letters to the nabob of Arcot, Slst Kovembefi. 
I769i and December 9tb, 17^.. 

% sedrants 
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servants to thiis prohibited prolifick spo^ and \i 
soon produced a swarm of sons and t}au|hter8; 
hot in the least degenerated from the^rtue of thctf 
parents. ' 

From that moment, the authority of the court 
of directors expired in the Carnattck, and every 
where else. " Every man," says the presidencyj 
** who opposes the government and its measures^ 
^^ finds an immediate countenance from the nabob ; 
** even our discarded officers, however unwwAyj 
*^ are received into the nabob's service*.** ^ It was 
indeed a matter of no wonderful sagacity to de- 
termine whether the court of directors, with their 
miserable salaries to their servants, of four or five 
hundred pounds a year, or the distributor of mil- 
lions, was most likely to be obeyed. It was an in* 
vention beyond the imagination of all the specula- 
tists of our speculating age, to see • a government 
quietly settled in one and the same town, com- 
posed of two distinct members ; one to pay scan- 
tily for obedience, and the other to bribe high for 
rebellion and revolt 

* ** JHe [the nabob] is in a great degree the cause of oof 
** present inability ; by diverting the revenues of the Car- 
** natick through private cianneU." — *^ Even this Peshcush 
*^ [the Tanjore tribute] circumstanced as he and we are, he 
^^ has assigned over to others, who now set themselves in opposi^ 
^ turn to the company" Consultations, October 11, I769f 
** 6n the ISth conununicated to the nabob* 

I ' The 
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The next tbitig Which recb^mends thi^ parti^* 
cular debt to the right honourable gentleman is, 
it seems, the moderate interest of teii pei^ cent. It 

would be lost labour to observe oh this assertion. 

• 

The nabob, in a long apolbgetick letter* for the 
transaction betweeii him and the body bf thb cre- 
ditorsy states the fact, ds I shall state it to you. In 
the accumulation of this debt^ the first interest paid 
was from thirty to thirty-sik per cent, it was then 
brought down to twenty -five per cent, at leriigth it 
was reduced to twenty; and there it found its 
rest. Diiring the whole process, as often as any 

of these monstrous intet*esls fell into ao arrear. 
' . * ' ■ '. ' 

(into iVhich they were continually falling) the ar- 
rear, formed into a new capital f , was add^d to 
the old, aad the same interest of twenty per tent^ 
accrued upon both. The company, having got 
isome ddeiit of the enoritious uSiiry which prevailed 

♦ Nabob's Idler to goVcrhour Palk. Papers published by 
the directors in mi ; and papers pHnted by the satnc au* 
tbority, 17Sl. 

+ See papers J>rinh?d by ordei* of a ^enferial court in 1780> 
p. 222, )ind p. 224, as also nabob's letter to governour Dupr^;, 
19tb Joiy, 1771« *' I have taken up loans by which I have 
" suffered a Io-js of ujnod'rds of a^core qfpagodds [four million* 
'sterling] by interest on an heavy JM^erc^f.'*— Letter 15th Ja- 
nuary, 1772, " Notwithstanding I haVc taken much troubld^ 
*' and have made many payments to my creditors, yet the load 
** of my debt, viluck becatnt s9 grtat^ hy interest and Qi^w^umid 
^ interest^ is hot clear." 

,. yoL IV. ' Q at 
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ftt Madrasj thought it necessary to interfere, and 
to order all interests to be lowered to ten per cent. 
This order, which contained no exception, though 
it by no nf>eans pointed particularly to this class of 
debts, came like a thunder-clap on the nabob. He 
considered his political credit as ruined ; but to 
find a remedy to this unexpected evil, he again 
added to the old principal twenty per cent, interest 
accruing for the last year. Thus a new fund was 
fbi*med ; and it was on that accumulation of va- 
rious principals, and interests heaped upon inte- 
rests^ not on the sum originally lent, as the right 
honourable gentleman would make you believe^ 
that ten per cent, was settled on the whole. 

When you consider the enormity of the iitt^resl 
at which these debts were contracted, and the se- 
veral interests added to the principal, I believe you 
will not think me so sceptical, if I should doubt, 
whether for this. debt of 880,000/. the nabob ever 
saw 1 00,000/. in real money. The right honour- 
able gentleman suspiecting, with all his absolute do- 
minion over feet) that he never will be able to de- 
fend even this venerable patriarchal job, though 
sanctified by its numerous issul^, and hoary with 
prescriptive years, has recourse to recrimination^ 
the last ri^^isourise of guilt. He says that this loan 
bf 1767 was provided for in Mr. Foxs India bill; 
and judging of otliers by his own nature and prks- 
cipldSi he more than insinuat^s^ that this provisioil 
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ifpas madei not from aoy sense oi merit in titm 
elaiuiy but from partiality to general Smitb, a pro* 
prietor, and an agent for Uiat debt If partiality 
^uM have bad any weight against justice and po^ 
* licj, with the then minister^ and their friend^ 
general Smith bad titles to it But the r^t ho- 
nourable gentleman knows as well as I do, thai 
general Smith was very fieur from looking on him« 
«elf as partially treated in the arrangements of 
that time; indeed what man dare lo hope for 
private partiality in that sacred plan for relief to 
nations ? 

It is not necessary that the right honourabU 
gentleman should sarcastically call that time to our 
recollection. Well do I remember every circum^* 
stance of that memorable period. God forbid I 
should forget it. O illustrious disgrace ! O victot 
rious defeat ! may your memorial be fresh and 
new to the latest generations ! May the day of that 
generous conflict be stamped in characters nevec 
to be cancelled or worn but from the records of 
time ! Let no man hear, of us^ who shall not hear 
that in a struggle against the intrigues of courts,; 
and the perfidious levity of the multitude^ we feU 
in the cause of honour, in the cause of our coun« 
try^ in the cause of human nature itself ! But if 
fortune should be as powerful over fame, as shd 
has. been prevalent over virtue, at lea»t our con? 
scieiace is beyond ^^r jurisjj|kll9n^ My PSKV share 

as io 
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in the support of that great measure, ivo nd^tf 
shall ravish trotn me^ It shall be safely lodged m 
tiie sanctuary of my heart ; never, never to be 
torn.from thence, but with those holds that grapple 
il to life. 

I say, I wcU rdtnember that bill, and every one 
of its honest and its wise provisions. It is not 
true that this d^bt was ever protected or inforced^ 
or any revenue whatsoever scl apart for it. It was 
left in that bill just where it stood ; Co be paid o( 
not to be paid out of the nabob's private treasures, 
according to his own discretion. The company 
had aetually given it their sanctien'; though al- 
ways relying for its validity on the sole security of 
the faith of him,* who without their knowledge 
or consent entered into the original ob%atioQ. It 
had no other sanction ; it ought to have had no 
other. So far was Mr. Fox s bill from providing 
funds for it, as this ministry have wickedly done 
for this, and for ten times worse transactions, out 
of the publick estate, that an express clause imme« 
difttely preceded, positively forbidding any British 
subject from receiving assignments upon any part 
of the territorial . revenue, on aoy pretence what- 

fiocv^erf- 

..'•You recollect, Mr. Speaker, that the diaticellor 
ofihe exchequer strongly^professed to retain every 
part of Mr. Fox's !?ill, .\Yhicb .was intended topre^ 

vent 
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went abuse ; but in his India bill, which (let mc 
^o justice) is as able and skilful a pertbrmance tor 
its own purposes, as ever issued from .the wit of 
man, premeditating this iniquity— Aoc ipsum ttt 
^trueret Tryamqw aperiret Achivisj expunged this 
essential clause, 4>roke down the fence which was 
•raised to cover the pubHck prx)per:ty against the 
capacity of his partisans, and thfis levellingaevery 
obstruction, he made a firm, broad, highway for 
fiin and death, for usury and oppression, to renew 
their ravages throughout the devoted revenues of 
the Carnatick. 

The tenour, the policy, and the cooisequcnces of 
•this debt of J 767, are, in the eyes of ministry, so 
-excellent, that its merits are irresistible ; and H 
takes the lead to give credit and countenance to 
ell the rest. Along with this chosen body of 
faeavy-armed infantry, and to support it, in the 
line, the right honourable gentleman has stotiooed 
tiis coips of black cavalry. If there be any ad« 
vantage between this debt And that of i 7^9, ac^ 
4:ordiiig to him ih& cavalry 4ebt has it.. • It is not 
a subject of defence ; it is a theme of panegyrick. 
Listen to the right honourable gentleman, and you 
will £nd it was contracted to save the country^ 
^o prevent mutiny in armies; to introduce ceco- 
nomy in revenues ; and iox all. these honourable 
purposes, it originated at the express desire, and 

by tba repx/esentajUve authority of the company 
Jtself. 

•Firsfc 
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First, let me 6ay a word to the authority. This 
Tl6bt was contracted not by the authority of the 
cotiipany, not by its representatives, (as the right 
"honourable gentleipan has the unparalleled confi- 
'dence to assert) but in the ever-memorable period 
of 1777, by the usurped power of those who re^ 
^bcUbusly, in conjunction vvith the nabob of Arcpt, 
'Jiad overturned the lawful government of Madras* 
•por that rebellion, this house unanimously direct- 
ed a purblick* prosecution, The delinquent aftey 
''they had subverted government, in order to maJce 
to themselves a party to support them in their 
IpQwer, are universally knoT^n to have dealt jobs 
about to the right and to the left, and to any who 
*W'ere willing to receive them. This usurpation, 
ivhich the right honourable gentleman well Jcnows, 
'was brought about by and for the great mass of 
ihtse pretended debts, is the authority which i$ 
*$ct ap by him to represent the company ; to repre- 
sent ths^t company which from the first moment 
•of their bearing of this corrupt and fraudulent 
transaction, to this houri h&vo uniformly disowned 
and disavowed it. 

So much for the i^uthonty. As to the facts, 
partly tr-ue, and partly colourable, as they stand 
Tccorded, they are in substance tbes9.-^Tbe nabob 
of Arcot, asc $oon as he had throwh off thq superi- 
ority of this cQiintry by means of thes^ creditors, 
^ept up a. great army which he never paid. Of 
cquFse, his soldiers were generally in a state of 

fltttitiny, 
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motiny *• The usurping coundl saj that they la- 
boured hard with their Bfiaster the naboh, to per* 
suade him to reduce these mutkuius and useless 
troops. He conseoted ; but as usual, {Reacted ixh 
ability to pay them their arrears. Here was a 
difficulty. The nabob had no money ; the com* 
pany had no money ; every pubiick supply was 
empty. But there was one resource which no sea* 
son has ever yet dried up in that climate. The 
soucars were at hand; that is» private English 
money-jobbers offered their assistance. Messieurs 
Taylor, Majendie and Call, proposed to advance 
the small sum of 160,000/. to pay off the nabob s 
black cavalry, provided the company's authority 
was given for their loan. This was the great pcint 
of policy always aimed at, and pursued through a 
hundred devices by the servants at Madras. The 
presidency, who themselves had no authority tor 
the functions they {M*esumed to exercise, very rea* 
dily gave tlxe sanction of the cooipany to those 
servants who knew that the company, whose sanc- 
tion was demanded, had positively prohibited all 
such transactions. 

However, so far as the reality of the dealing 
goes, all is hitlierto fair and plausible ; and here 
the right honourable gentleman concludes, with 
commendable prudence, his account of the busi- 
ness. But here it is I shall beg leave to commence 

* See Mr. Dundas's Istf 2dy and 3d reports: 

my 
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luy supplement : for the gentleman's discreet mor 
dcBty has led him to cut the thread of the story 
soaiewhat abruptly. One of Xhe most essential 
parties is quite forgotten. Why should the episode 
pf the poor nabob be omitted ? Whep that prince 
chuseg it, nobody can tell his story better. Excuse 
me, if I apply again to my book, and give it you 
^rom the first hand ; froip the nabob himself. 

" Mr. StrattOQ became acquainted with this, 
" and got Mr. Taylor g^nd qtherg to lepd me four 
" lacks of pagodas towards discharging the ar: 
** rears of p^y of my troops. Upon this^ I wrote 
** a letter pf thanks to Mr, Stratton ; and upon 
** the faith of this money being paid immediately, 
*' I ordered many of my troops to be discharged 
'' by a certain day, and lessened the numl^er of my 
'* servants. Mr, Taylor, &c. tome time after ac* 
*^ quainted me, that they had no ready money, 
f* but they would grant teeps payable in four 
" months. This astonished me ; for X did not 
" know what might happen, when the sepoys 
'* were dismissed froni my service. I begged of 
* Mr. Taylor and the others to pay thi^ 9um tq 
"the officers pf my regiments at the time they 
" mentioned ; and desired the officers, fit the same 
'* time, to pacify and persuade the men belonging 
^' to them, that their pay would be given to tbeoi 
" at tlie endof four months ; and that till those ar- 
** rears were discharged, their pay should be con- 

\^ tinued 
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^^ tinue*! to them. Tico years are nearly expired 
^* since that time, but &lf. Taylor iias not yet eo- 
** tirely discharged the arrears of those troops, and 
^* I ao) obliged tQ continue their pay from that 
^* time till this. I hoped to have been able, by 
f * this expedient, to have lessened the number of 
^- my troops, and discharged the arrears due to 
^^ them, considerii^g the trifle of interest to Mr. 
** Taylor, ^nd the others, as no j^eat matter ; but 
instead of this, / am Qppressed with the burihen 
of pay due to those trwp^ ; and the intfirest^ which 
is goifig on to Mr. Taylor from the day the teeps 
zvere granted to /fi/?i." What 1 have read to you 
is ah extract of a letter from the nabph of the Car* 
natick to governpur Rumbold^ dated thp 2gd, an4 
received the fi4th of March, 1779 *. 

Suppose his highness not tq be well broken in 
to things of this kind, it must indeed ^^urprise so 
known and established '^ bond vender, as the na- 
bob of Arcot, one who keeps himself the largest 
bond warehouse in the world, to find that he was 
pow to receive iii kind ; not to take mphey for 
his obligations, but to giye his bond in exchange 
for the bond of Messieurs Taylor, M^endle and 
Call, and to pay besides, a good smart interest, 
legally 1 12 per cent, (in reality perhaps twenty, or 
twen^yrfour per cent.) for this exchange of paper. 
|Jut his trocps were not to be so paid, or so di^r 

• Sec furtber ConsuUafious, 3d February, 1778. 

banded. 
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tmndcd. They wanted bread, and could not Iiv« 
by cutting and shuffling of bonds. The nabob 
^till kept tlie troops in service, and vtas obliged to 
Cuiitifiue, as you have seen, the whole expence, to 
Cixanerate himself from which he became indebted 
to tlie soucars. 

Had it stood here, the transactipti. would have 
been of the most audacious strain of fraud and 
usury^ perhaps ever before discovered, whatever 
might have been practised and concealed. But 
the same authority (I mean the nabob's) brings 
before you something if possible more striking. 
jUe states, that for this their paper, he immediately 
batided over to these gentlemen something very 
different from paper ; that is, the receipt of a ter- 
ritorial revenue, of which it seems they continued 
as lang in possession as the nabob himself continued 
in possession of any thing. Their payments there* 
fore not being to commence before the end of four 
months, and not being completed in two years,^ it 
must be presumed (unless they proved the con- 
trary) that their payments to the nabob were made 
out of the revenues they had received from his 
assignment. Thus they condescended to accumu* 
late a debt of 160,000/. with an interest of 12 per 
tent, in compensation for a lingering payment to 
the nabob of 160,000/. of his own money. 

Still M^e have not the whole : about two years 
after the assignment of those territorial revenues 

to 
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to these f^entlemeD, the nabpb receive$ a remoo- 
'(trance from bb chief manager, in a principal pro* 
vince, of which this is the tcnour— " The entire 
*' revenue of those districts is by your highness^ 
'' order set apart to discharge the tuncaws [as- 
'^* 3ignnBents] granted to the Europeans. The go* 
'^ mastahs [agents] of Mr. Taylor, to Mr. De 
^^ Fdes, are there in order to collect those tun- 
'* caves ; aod as they receive (til the revenue tbdt 
V is cx)Uectedy your highsess's troops have seven 
>'< or eight nwnihs pay »dutj which they cannot re» 
^' ceive, and are thereby reduced to the greatest 
^^ distress. In such ti^nesy it is highly necessary 
*^ to provide for the sustenance of the troops that 
^t they may be ready to exert themselves in tbo 
•♦^ service of your highness.'' 

Here, Sir, you see how tb«$e causes und efieetl 

4ict upon one another One body of troops mu* 

tioies for want of pay ; a debt is contracted to pay 

ihem ; and they still remain unpaid. A territory 

idestined to pay other troops, is assigned for this 

debt ; and these other troops fall into the same 

«tate of indigence and mutiny with the first. Bond 

is paid by bond ; arrear is turned into new arrear ; 

usury engenders new usury ; mutiny suspended 'm 

one quarter, starts up in another; until all the 

revenues, and all the establishments are entangled 

into one inextricable knot of confusion, from 

tijiiph they ar^ only disengaged by being entirely 

destroyedf 
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destroyed. In tlmt state of confusion, in a very 
4bw months ^fter the date of the memorial I have 

• 

Just read to you, things were found, when the 
nabob's troops, famished to feed English soucars. 
Instead of defending the countiy, joined the in- 
vaders, and diverted in entire bodies to Hyder 

Ali*. 

The mannet' in nrhith this transaction was car* 

.iried on, shews that good examples are not easily 

ibrgot^ especially by tliose who are bred in a great 

Mhool. One .of those splendid examples give me 

leave to mention, at a somewhat more early pe* 

riody because one fraud furnishes light to the dis« 

covery of another, and so oq, until the whole secret 

of mysterious iniquity bursts upon you iq a blaje 

of detection. The paper I shall read you, is not 

.on Ti^cord.. If ypq please you may t^ke i|t on my 

word. It is a letter written from one of undoubted 

iuformaUon in Madras, to Sir John Clavering, de^ 

scribing the practice that prevailed there, whilst the 

company's allies werq und^r sal^, during thp time 

of govejrpQlur Wiqcb's administration. 

" — — One mode," says Clavering's corresponi- 

4ent, '^ of amassing money at the nabob's cost is 

y curious. IJe is generally in arrears to the com- 

♦ Mr. Dundas'? 1st report, p. 26, 89, and Appendi:^* 
>^o. 2, 10, 18, for the mutinous state and desertjou of thp 
i)abob's troops for ^ant of pay. See also report 4, of t^^ 
^ame committee^ 
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'' pany. Here the governour, being cash-keeper, 
'* is generally on good terms with the banker, 
'• who manages matters thus: The governour 

presses the nabob for the balance dae from him ; 

the nabob flies to his banker for relief;. the 
*' banker engages to pay the money, and grants 
'' his notes accordingly, which he puts in the cash- 
" book as ready money ; the nabob pays him an 
" interest for it at two and three per cent, per 
^^ menseniy till the tunkaws he grant3 on the parti- 
" cular districts for it are paid. Matters in the 

mean time are so managed, that there is no call 

for this money for the company's service^ till the 
** tunkaws become due. By this means not a cash 
** is advanced by the banker, though he receives 
** a heavy initerest from the nabob, which is di- 
** vided as lawful spoil.** 

Here^ Mr. Speaker, you have the whole art andi 
mystery, the true free-mason secret of the profes- 
sion of boucaring ; by v/hieh a few innocent, inex^ 
perienced young Englishmen, such as Mr. Paul 
Benfield, for instance, without property upon whicli 
any one would lend to themselves a single shilling, 
are epabied at once to take provinces in mortgage, 
to ma)(e princes their debtors, and to become cre-^ 
ditors.for millions. 

Beit it seems the right honoufablc gentleman''^ 
favourite soucar cavalry, have proved the payment 
before the mayor's court at Madras ! Have they 

so-? 
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io ? Why then defraud our an^ety and their fcha- 
facters of that proof? Is it not enough that the 
charges which I have laid before you, have stood 
on record against these poor injured gentlemen 
for eight years ? Is h not enough that they are in 
print by the orders of the East-India company for 

• 

five years ? After these gentlemwi have borne all 
the odium of this publication, and all the indigna* 

• 

tion of the directors, with such unexampled eqoa* 
'liimity, now that they are at length stimulated 
into feeling, are you to deny them their just re- 
lief? But will the right honourable gentleman be 
pleased to tell us, how they came not to give this 
satisfaction to the court of directors, their lawful 
toasters, during all the eight years of this litigated 
claim ? Were they not bound, by every tie that 
can bind man, to gi v« them this satisfaction ? This 
day, for the first time, we hear of the proofs. But 
when were these proofs offered ? In what cause ? 
Who were the parties? Who inspected? Who 
contested this belated account ? Let us see some- 
thing to oppose to the body of record which ap* 
pears against them. The mayor's court! the 
mayor's court ! Pleasant ! Does not the honour- 
able gentleman know, that the first corps of cre- 
ditors (the creditors of 1 767) stated it as a sort 
of hardship to tliem, that they could not have 
justice at Madras, from the impossibility of their 
Supporting their claims in the mayor's court? 

6 Whv ? 
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Why? because, say they, the members of that 
court were themselves creditors, and therefore 
could not sit as judges*. Are we ripe to say that 
no creditor under similar circumstances was mem- 
ber of the court, when the payment which is tlia 
ground of this cavahy debt was put in proof f' 
Nay, are we not in a manner compelled to con- 
dude, that the court was so constituted, when w^ 
know there is scarcely a man in Madras, who ba» 
not some participation in these transactions ? It if 
a shame to hear such proofs mentioned, instead of 
the honest vigorous scrutiny which the circuiB- 
stances of such an affair so indispensably calljs for» 
But his majesty's ministers, indulgent enough 
to otlier scrutinies, have not been satisfied with 
authorizing the payment of this demand without 
such inquiry as the act has prescribed ; but they- 

^ McmorM frojn tb« creditofs to tbe gg«eroour m^ 
council* 22d Jaauary, 1770» 

t In tiie year 1778> Mn James Call, one of the propri^ioft^ 
of this specifick debt, was actuiilly mayor. Appeadix jto f^ 
teport of Mr. Dundas's jcommittec, No, SS.^^Ths oiily j^naoS 
which appeared on the inquiry instituted in th« gri>er3»J 
couftof 1781, was an affidavit of tlic lenders tliemsclvfis^ d^. 
posing (what nobody eve? denied) that they Iwid engaged HLfii 
ngreed to pay— not that they itad [md tlynmm of IbOyi-CCl. 
I'his was two years after the transaction ; and the aifid^il 
is made before George Pro.ctor, mayor,, an attoruey fur c,of» 
tain of the old creditors. Proceedings of the presidi?;*^ '^hi 
'Council of Fort. Saint George, 22d Tefcruary, #779* 



have added the arfear of twelve per cent, interest 
from the year 1777 to the year 1784, to make ^ 
new capital^ raising thereby 160 to 294,000/. Theii 
they charge a new twelve per cent* on the whole 
from that period, fdr a transaction, in which it 
Tvili be a miracle if a single penny will be evet 
found really advanced from the private stock ci 
the pretended creditorsi 

In this manner, arid at such ah interest, the mi- 
nislers have thought proper to dispose of 294,000/. 
of the publick revenues, for what is called the cd' 
valrt/ ioam After dispatching this, the right ho-; 
nourable gentleman leads to battle his last grand 
division^ the consolidated debt of 1777. But hav- 
ing exhausted all his panegyriek on the two firsts 
he has notliing at all to say in favour of the last 
On the contrary; he admits that it was contracted 
in defiance of the company's orders, without evert 
the pretended sanction of miy pretended repi'esfen- 
tatives. Nobody, indeed, has yet been, found 
hardy enough to stand foFth avowedly in its de- 
fence. But it is little to the credit of the age', 
that what has not plausibility enough to find an 
advocate, has influence enough to obtain a pro- 
tcctoi\ Could any man expect to find that proM 
tector any where? But what must every mafir 
'thinkj w^hen he finds that protector in the chair- 
Inan of the committee of secrecy,* who had pub- 

♦. Right fjohourabl^ H^rTry Diindji'?. 

lisiied 
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Hshed to the house, and to the world, the (acts 
that condemn these debts — the orders that forbid* 
the incurring of them — the dreadful consequences 
which attended them. Even in his official letter, 
when he tramples on his parliamentary report* 
yet his general language is the same., Read the 
preface to this part of the ministerial arrangement, 
and you would imagine that this debt was to be 
crushed, with all the weight of indignation which 
could fall from a vigilant guardian of the publick 
treasury, upon those who atteihpted to Vob it* 
What must be felt by every man who has feeling 
when, after such a thundering preamble of con- 
demnation, this debt is ordered to be paid with* 
out apy sort of inquiry into its authenticity? with- 
out a single step taken to settle even the amount 
of the demand ? without an attempt so much as to 
ascertain the real persons claiming a sum, which 
rises in the accounts from one million three bun- 
ijred thousand pound sterling to two million four 
hundred thousand pound principal money * ? with- 
out an attempt made to ascmtdn the proprietors, 
of whom no list has ever yet been laid before the 
court of directors ; of proprietors who are known 
to be in a collusive shuffle, by which they never 
appear to be the same in any two lists, handed 
about for their own particular purposes ? 

* Appendix to the 4tb report of Mr« Dandu'f Ci^mnAiit^, 
No. 15. 

Vol- IV. B My 
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My honourable friend who made you the mo- 
tion» has sufficiently exposed, the nature of this 
debt He has stated to you that its own agents in 
the year 178 1, in the arrangement they proposed 
to.malce at Caleutta, were satisfied, to have twen^- 
five per cent, at once struck off from the capital of 
a' great part of tbb debt ; and prayed to have a 
provision made for this reduced principal, without 
any interest at all. This was an arrangement of 
their own, an arrangement made by those who 
best knew the true constitution of their own debt ; 
who knew how little favour it merited,* and hotr 
UEtle hopes-they had to find any persons in autbo* 
rity abandoned enough to support it as it stood. 

But what corrupt men, in the fond imaginations 
of a sanguine avarice, had not the confidence to 
propose, they have found a chancellor of the ex- 

.♦ " No sense of the common danger, in case of a war, can 
** prevail on him [the nabob of Arcot] to furnish the com- 
** pftny with what is absolutely necessary to assemble an army, 
«< though it is beyond a doubt, that money to a large amount 
f is now hoarded up in his coffers at Chepauk ', and tankaws 
/' are granted to individuah, upon some of his most valuable 
** countries^ for payment of part of those debts which he has 
*' contracted, and which certainlif will not bear ituprction^ a$ 
" neither debtor nor creditors have ever had the confidence to 
V submit the accounts to our examination^ though they expressed 
** a wish ta consolidate the debts under the auspices of this 
*• government, agreeably to a plan they had formed." Ma- 
dras Consultations, 20th July, 1778. Mr. Dundas's Appen- 
clix to 2d Report, 143. See also last Appendix to ditto Re- 
port, No, Z76, B. 

7' chequer 
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chequer in England hardy enough to undertake 
for them. He has cheered their drooping spirits. 
He has thanked the peculators for not despairing 
of their commonwealth. He has told them they 
were too modest. He has replaced the twenty- 
five per cent, which, in order to lighten themsdves 
they had abandoned in their conscious terrour. In-- 
stead of cutting off the interest, as. they had them- 
selves consented to do, with the fourth qf the cOp 
pital, he has added the whole growth of four 
years usury of twelve per cent, to the first over- 
grown principal; and has again grafted onthjs 
meliorated stock a perpetual annuity of six per 
cent, to take place from the year 17&1* Let no 
man hereafter talk of the decaying energies of nar 
ture. All the acts and monuments in the records 
of peculation ; the consolidated corruption .. of 
ages; the patterns of exemplary plunder in the 
heroick times of Roman iniquity, never equalled 
the gigantick corruption of this single act Never 
did Nero, in all the insolent prodigality of despo* 
tism, deal out to his praetorian guards a donation 
fit to be named with the largess showered dowh 
by the bounty of our chancellor of the exctequer 
on the faithful band of his Indian sepoya. 

The right honourable gehtleman ^ lets you 
freely and voluntarily into the whole transactiod. 
§o perfectly has his conduct confounded his ut^ 

• Mf. DUtidas« 

R 2 derstanding, 



S44 SPEECH ON THE 

derstanding, that he fairly tells you, that through 
the course of the whole business be has never con- 
ferred with any but the agents of the pretended 
erckiitors. Afker this, do you want more to esta- 
blish a secret understanding with the parties? to 
fix, beyond a doubt, their collusion and participa* 
tion in a comoion fraud ? 

• If this were not enough, he has famished you 
with othQr presumptions that are not to be shaken. 
It is one of the known indications of guilt to stag-^ 
ger and prevaricate in a story j and to vary in the 
motives that arc assigned to conduct Try these 
ministers by this rule. In their official dispatch, 
they tell the presidency of Madras, that they have 
established the debt for two reasons ; first, because 
the nabob (the party indebted) does not dispute 
it ; secondly, because it is mischievous to keep it 
longer afloat ; and that the payment of the Eu- 
ropean creditors will promote circulation in the 
country. These two motives (for the plainest rea- 
sons in the world) the right honourable gentle- 
man has this day thought fit totally to abandon. 
In the first place, he rejects the authority of the 
na^ob of Arcot It would indeed be pleasant to 
see him adhere to this exploded testimony. He 
nextf upon grounds equally solid, abandons the 
benefits of that circulation, which was to be pro- 
duced' % drawing out all the juices of the body. 
Laying aside^ or forgetting these pretences of his 

dispatch. 
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dispatch, be has ju&t now assumed a principle to- 
tally different, but to the full as extraordinary. 
He proceeds tipon a supposition, that many of the 
' claims may be fictitious. He then finds, that in 
a case where many valid and many fraudulent 
claims are blended toc^ether, the best course for 
^ihcir discrimination is indiscriminately to est^b«^ 
lish them all. He trusts (I suppose) as there may 
not be a fund sufficient for every description of 
creditors, that the best warranted claimants will 
exert themselves in bringing to light those debts 
which will not bear an inquiry. What he will 
not do himself, he is persuaded will be done by 
others j and for thia purpose he leaves to any per*- 
son a general power of excepting to the debt. . 
This total change c^ language and prevarication 
in principle, is enough, if it stood alone, to fix the 
presumption of unfair dealing. His dispatch as* 
signs motives of policy, concord, trade, and cir*- 
culation. His speech proclaims discord ^nd liti** 
gations ; and proposes, as the ultimate end, d^t 
tection. 

But he may shift his reasons, and wind, and 
turn as he will, confusion waits him at all his 
doubles. Who will undertake this detection? 
Will the nabob ? But the right honourable geq*; 
daman has himself this moment told us, that 
no prince of the country can by any motive be 
prevailed upon to discover any fraud that is prac- 
tised upon him by tha company's servants. He 

says 
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says what (with the exception of the complaint 
against the cavalry loan) all the world knows to 
be true : and without that prince's concurrence, 
what evidence can be had of the fraud of any the 
smallest of these demands ? The ministers never 
authorized any person to enter into his exchequer^ 
and to search his records. Why then this shame** 
ful and insulting mockery of a pretended contest? 
Already contests for a preference have arisen among 
these rival bond creditors. Has not the company 
itself strutted for a preference for years, without 
any attempt at detection of the nature of those 
debts with which they contended? Well is the 
nabob of Arcot attended to in the only spec^k 
complaint he has ever made, lie complained of 
unfair dealing in the^ cavalry loan. It is fixed 
upon him with interest oq interest ; and this loan 
is excepted from all power of litigation. 

This day, and not before, the right honourable 
gentleman thinks that the general establishment 
of all claims is the surest way of laying open the 
fraud of some of them. In India this is a reach 
of deep policy. But what would be thought of 
this mode of acting on a demand upon the trea^ 
sury in England ? Instead of all this cunning is 
there not one plain way open, that is, to put the 
burthen of the proqf on those who make the de- 
mand? Ought not ministry to have said to the 
creditors^ '^ The person ^ho admits your debt 
*^ stands excepted to as evidence; he stands 

" charged 



<c 
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" charged as a collusive party, to hand. w«r the 
publick revenues to you for sinister purposes^ : 
You say, you have a dehiemd of some t«iilUoQ$^ 
" on the Indian treasury ; prove that you have 
acted by lawful authority; prove at least that 
your money has been bond fide advanced; entitle 
** youi^elf to my protection, by the fairness and 
^^ fulness of the communications you make." Did 
an honest creditor ever refuse that reasonable and 
honest test ? 

There is little doubt, that several individuals 
have been seduced by the purveyors to the nabob 
of Arcot, to put their money (perhaps the whole 
of honest and -laborious earnings) into their hands, 
and that at such high interfe^ as, being condemned 
at law, leaves then^ at the mercy of the great ma- 
nagers whom they trusted. • These seduced credi- 
tors are probably persons of no power or. interest 
eitiier in England or India, and may be just ob<» 
jects of compassion. By taking, in this an*ange« 
ment, no measures for discrimination and disco<>> 
very, tti% fraudulent and the fair are in the first 
instance confounded in oiie mass. The subsequent 
selection and distribution is left to the nabobs 
With him the agents and instruments of his .cor* 
rnption, whom he sees to be omnipotentin Engf 
land, and who may 'serve hiton in future, as they 
have done in times past, will hdve precedence, . if 

not an exclusive preferenpe. These leading inte* 

rests 
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rests domineer, and have always domineered, over 
the whole. By this arrangement, the persons se- 
duced are made dependant on their seducers ; ho* 
nesty (eomparative honesty at least) must become 
of the party of fraud, and must quit its proper 
character, and its just claims, to entitle itself to 
the alms of bribery and peculation. 

But be these English creditors what they may, 
the creditors, most certainly not fraudulent, are 
the natives, who are numerous and wretched ia* 
deed : by exhausting the whole revenues of the 
Carnatick, nothing is left for them. They lent 
bofidjide ; in all probability they were even forced 
to lend, or to give goods and service to the na- 
bob s obligations* They had no trusts to carry to 
his market They had no faith of alliances to sell. 
They had no nations Iq betray to rubbery and 
ruin. They had no lawful government seditiously 
to overturn ; nor bad they a governoqr, to whom 
it is owing that you exist ip India, to deliver over 
to captivity, and to death, in a shameful prison *« 

These were the merits of the principal part of 
the debt of 1777, and the universally conceived 
causes of its growth ; and thus the unhappy na« 
tives are deprived of ^very hope of payment for 
their real debts, to make provision for the arrears 
of unsatisfied bribery and treason. You see in 
this instance; tb^t the presu^nption o( guilt is no( 

♦ Lord Pigot. 

'^^ only 
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only no exception to the demands on the poblick 
treasury ; but with these mbbters it is a necessary 
condition to their support. But that you may 
not think this preference solely owing to their 
known contempt of the natives, who ought n^ith 
every generous mind to claim their first charities ; 
yon will find the same rule religiously observed 
with Europeans too. Attend, Sir, to this decisive 
case. — Since the beginnbg of tlie war, besides ar- 
rears of every kind, a bond debt has been con- 
tracted at Madras, uncertain in its amount, but 
represented from four hundred thousand pound 
to a million sterling. It stands only at the low 
interest of eight per cent. Of the legal authority 
on which this debt was contracted, of its purposes 
for the very being of the state, of its publicity and 
fairness, no doubt has been entertained for a mo- 
ment. For this debt, no sort of provision what* 
ever has been made. It is rejected as an outcast, 
whilst the whole undissipated attentton of the mi- 
nbter has been employed for the discharge of 
claims entitled to his &vour by the merits we have 



I have endeavoured to find out, if possible, the 
M(K>unt pf the whole of those demands, in order 
to see how much| supposing the country in a conir 
dition U> fiirnish the fund^ mi^ remain to satisfy 
the publifijc 4ebt and the necessary establisbmentSf 

Put 
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But I have been foiled- in my attempt About 
one fourth, that is abbut 220,00(5/. of the loan of 
1767, reraatins unpaid. How much interest is in 
arrear, I could never discover; seven or eight 
years at least, which would make the whole of 
that debt about 396,000/. This stock, which the 
ministers in their iastructions to the govemour of 
Madras state as the least exceptionable, they have 
thought proper to distinguish by a marked seve- 
rity, leaving it the only one, on which the interest 
is not added to the principal, to beget a new in- 
terest 

The cavalry loan, by the operation of the same 
authority, is made up to 294,000/. and this 
294;000/. made up of principal and interest, is 
crowned with a new interest of twelve per cent. 

What tl^ grand loan, the bribery loan of 1777, 
may be, is amongst the deepest mysteries of state. 
It is probably the first debt ever assuming the titie 
of consolidation, that did not express what the 
amount of the sum conselidated was. It is little 
less than a contradiction in terms. In the debt 
of the year 1767, the sum was stated in the aet of 
consolidation, atrd made id ati^oimt to 880j000/. 
capital Whern t^is cohsblidai^ 6f 1777 ^iU 
first annbiinced at the I)i#bfilt; it v^as rgjM^scitted 
atrthcnticfelly tit il,4m,0&&L Iti t»«t, or xMlMH k 
a higher stAf^, Siir ThOttittd J^StfUhloM foaod dud 

condemned 
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condemned it* It Bfienraotis fieS kto sndi b ter- 
rour, as to sweat away a million of ks w^ht A 
ODce; and it sunk to ],4O0,000£ t* However it 
never was witboat a monrce for recroitiD^; it to 
its old plumpness. There was a sort of Hoating 

• In Sir Thomas Rumbold's letter to the court of dbtrtciia, 
March 15th, 1778, be represents it as Ligher, in ihe icIIc;t)p- 
ing manner : — ^** How shall I paint to jon my astpmshracnt 
*' on my arrival here, when I «ras informed lliat ituk'pendeztt 
^ of this foar lacks of pagodas [the carahy ioan] ; inde- 
'* pendent of the oabob's deht to his -old cn^aitors^ and the 
" mojiey due to the company ; he had contracted a debt to 
^ the enormous amount of sixty-tliree lacks of pagodas 
" [2,520,000/.] I mention this circum«^tanre to yon witl 
** horrour; for the crediton being in general PtrTontB ff tie 
'* conpattify renders my task on the part of the company, 
'^ difficult and invidious^"^-^* I have freed the sanction of ihis 
" government from so cornrpt a trao^action* It is in my mind 
'' the most venal of all proceedings, to give the company's 
*^ protection to debts that cannot bear the light ; and though 
it appears exceedingly alarauiig» that a conntiy, on vhidk 
you.ar<? to depend lor resouices, should be so isvolvBdy as 
to be nearly three yean revenue in debt: in a country too, 
where one year's revenue can never be called secure^ by 
** men who know any thing of the politicks of this part of 
** India/' — ^^ I think it proper to mention to you, that al- 
** though the nabob reports Us praaU debt to anuMoU to wp" 
'^ xoards ofsvfty lacks f yet I understand that it is not %uite so 
'^ fnucb/^ Afterwards Sir Thomas Rumbold recommended 
this debt to the favourable attention of the company, but 
without any sufficient reason for his change of disposition. 
However he went no further. 

t Nabob's proposals, November 25d]> 1778 \ and memo<- 
siftlof the creditors, March Ist, 1799- 

debt 







L»52 SPEKCH ON THE 

iiebt of about 4 or 500,000/. more ready to be 
added, as occasion should require. 

In short, when you pressed this sensitive plant, 
it always contracted its dimensions. When the 
rude band of inquiry was wiUidrawn, it expanded 
in all the luxuriant vigour of its original vege- 
tation. In the treaty of 178], the whole of the 
nabob's debt to private Europeans is by Mr. Sul* 
livan, agent to the nabob and his creditors, stated 
at 2,800,000/. which (if the cavalry loan, and the 
remains of the debt of 1767, be subtracted) leaves 
It nearly at the amount originally declared at the 
Durbar, in 1777. But then there is a private in- 
fitruction to Mr. Sullivanj which it seems will re* 
duce it again to the lower standard of 1,400,000/. 
Failing in all my attempts by a direct account, 
to ascertain the extent of the capital claimed, ' 
(where in all probability no capital was ever ad* 
vanced) I endeavoured, if possible, to discover it 
by the interest which was to be paid. For that 
purpose, I looked to the several agreements for 
assigning the tenitories of the Carnatick to se- 
cure the principal and interest of this debt In 
one of them * 1 found in a sort of postscript, by 
way of an additional remark, (not in the body of 
the obligation) the debt represented at 1,400,000/* 
But when I computed the sums to be paid for in* 

* Nabob'« proposals to his new coDtulidated creditore, 
November 26th^ 1778. 

terest 
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terest by instalments in another paper, I found 
they produced an interest of two millions, at 
twelve per cent, and the assignment supposed, that 
t^ these instalments might exceed, they might also 
fall short of the real provision for that interest *. 

Another instalment bond was afterwards grant- 
ed. In that bond the interest exactly tallies with 
a capital of 1,400,000 /f. But pursuing this capi« 
tal through the correspondence, I lost sight of it 
again, and it was asserted that this instalment 
bond was considerably short of the interest tfiat 
ought to be computed to the time mentioned ^. 
Here are, therefore, two statements of equal au-^ 
thority, differing at least a million from each 
other ; and as neither persons claiming, nor any 
special sum as belonging to each particular claim- 
ant, is ascertained in the instruments of consoli* 
dation, or in the instalment bonds, a large scope 
was left to throw in any sums for any persons, as 
their merits in advancing the interest of that loan 
might require ; a power was also left for reduc- 
tion, in case a harder hand, or more scanty funds, 
might be found to require it. Stronger grounds 
for a presumption of fraud never appeared in any 
transaction. But the ministers, faithful to the 
plan of the interested persons, whom alone they 

* Paper signed by the nabob, £th January, 1780. 

t Kistbundi to July 31, 1780. 

J GoYernour's lerter to the nabob, ^5th July, 1779* 

* thought 
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thought fit to confer with on tbia occasion, have 
ordered the payment of the whole mass of these 
unknown unliquidated sums, without an attempt 
to ascertain them. On this conduct, Sir, 1 leave 
you to make your own reflections. 

It is impossible (at least I have found it impos- 
sible) to fix on the real amount of the pretended 
debts with which your ministers have thought pro- 
per to load the Carnatick. They are obscure ; they 
shun inquiry; they are enormous. That is aU 
you know of them. 

That you may judge what chance any honour* 
able and useful end of government has for a pro* 
vision that comes in for the leavings of these 
gluttonous demands, I must take it on myself to 
bring before you the real condition of thatabused, 
insulted, racked, and ruined country ; though in 
truth my mind revolts from it; for though you will 
hear it with horrour ; and I confess I tremble when 
I think on these awful and confounding dispensa* 
tions of Providence. I shall first trouble you with 
a few words as to the cause. 

The great fortunes made in India in the begin* 
jiings of conquest, naturally excited an emulation 
in all the parts, and through the whole succession 
of the company's service. But in the compaity 
it gave rise to other sentiments. They did not 
find the new channels of acquisition flow with 
equal riches to them« On the contrary^ the high 

flood- 
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flood-tide lOf. private emolomeat was' geaerftUy m 

« * 

liie lowest ebb of their affairs. Tiiey began al^o 
to fear, that the fortune of war might take away 
what the fortune of war had given. Wars w.ere 
accordingly discouraged by repeated iojuocttona 
and menaces ; and that the servants might not.be 
bribed into them by the native princes, they were 
strictly forbidden to take any money whatsoever: 
from their bands. But vehement passion is inge*; 
Qious in resources. The company's servants yvere. 
not only stimxilated, but better instructed by the 
p):obibitioo. They soon fell upon a contrivance 
which answ^ered their.purposes far better than the 
methods which were forbidden ; though in thia 
abo they violated an ancient, but they tbou^^t, 
an abrogated order. They te versed their proceed* 
inga. Instead, of receivdng presents, they made 
ioans. Instead.of carrying on wars in their o^vn 
same, they contrived an authority, at- once irre-* 
Bistible and irresponsible, in whose name they 
might ravage at pleasure; and being .thus freed 
from all restraint^ they indulged themselves m the 
most extravagant ; speculations of plunder^ Th^ 
cabal of creditors who have been the object of 
the late bountiful grant from his majesty's minis- 
ters, in order to possess themselves, under the 
name of creditors and assignees^ of every coun^try 
in India, as fiaist as it should be conquered, inspired 
into the mind of the nabob of Arcot (then a de- 
pendant 




Q56 SPEECH 6N Tlt£ 

pendant on the company of the humblest order) 
a scheme of the most wild and desperate ambition 
that I believe ever was admitted into the thoughts 
of a man so situated *. First, they persuaded him 
to consider himself as a principal member in the po- 
litical system of Europe. In the next place they held 
out to him, and he readily imbibed, the idea of the 
general empire of Indostah. As a preliminary to 
this undertaking, they prevailed on him to propose 
^ tripartite division of that vast country. One part 
to the company ; another to the Marattas ; and 
the third to himself. To himself he reserved all 
the southern part of the great peninsula, compre- 
hended under the general name of the Decan. 

On this scheme of their servants, the company 
was to appear in the Carnatick in no other light 
than as a contractor for the provision of armies, 
and the hire of mercenaries for his use, and under 
his direction. This disposition was to be secured 
by the nabob's putting himself under the gua« 
rantee of France ; and by the means of that rival 
nation, preventing the English for ever from as- 
suming an equality, much less a superiority in the 

* Report of the select committee, Madms Consultations^ 
January 7y 1771. Sec also papers published by the order of 
the court of directors in ]77€f ftnd lord Macartney's cor- 
respondence with Mr. Hastings and the nabob of Arcot* See 
also Mr. Dundas's Appendix, No. 376, B. Nabob's propo- 
sitions through Mr. Sullivan and Assam Kh&n, Art. 6. aud 
indeed the whole. 

Carnatick. 



Oartiatick. In pursuance of this treasonable pro^ 
ject (treasonable on the part of the English) they 
extinguished the company as a sovereign power in 
that part of Itidia; they withdi'dw the company's 
garrisons out of ail the forts and strong holds of 
the Caraatick ; they declined - to receive the am«« 
bass^dors from foreign courts, and remitted theth 
to the nabob of Arcot ; they fell upon, and totally 
destroyed the oldest ally of the company, the king 
of Tanjore, and plundered the country to the 
amount of near five millions sterling ; one after 
another, in the nabob's name, but with English 
force, they brought into a miserable servitude all 
the princes, and great independent nobility of a 
rast country *. In proportion to these treasons 
and violences, which ruined the people, the fund 
of the nabob's debt grew and flourished. 
' Among the victims to this magnificent plan of 
universal plunder, worthy of the heroick avarice 
of the projectors, you have all heard (and he has^ 

* ** The principal object of the expedition is to get money 
*< from Tanjore to pay the nabob's debt : if a surplus^ to b^ 
** applied iti discharge of ther nabob's debts to his private credit 
•« tors." Consultations, March 20, 1771 ; and for further 
lights. Consultations, 12th June, 1771. *' We arealarmed lest 
'' this debt to t;fdifviiiui/l should have been the real motive (of 
*' the aggrandisement of Mahomed Ali [the nabob of Arcot] 
*' and that toe ixtt plunged into a war to put him in possession 
** of the Mysore revenues for the discharge <^ tk€ ddiJ* 
Letter from the Dircctorsj March 17t 17^9* 
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ihade biiQself to be well remembered) of an lodhot 
chief called Hyder Ali Kbaa. This man possessed 
the western^ as the company under the name of 
the nabob of Arcot does the eastern, division of 
the Carnatick. It was among the leading m^w^ 
sures in the design of this cabal (according to their 
own empbatiok language) to extirpate this Hyder 
Ali *. They fleclared the nabob of Arcot to be 
his sovereign, and himself to be a rebel, aod pub* 
lickly invested their instrument with the sove- 
reignty of the kingdom of Mysore. But tbeir 
victim was not of the passive kind. I^ey wero 
soon obliged to conclude a treaty of peace and 
dose alliance with this rebel, at the gates of Ma^* 
dras. Both before and since this treaty, eVeiy 
principle of policy pointed out this power as % 
natural alliance ; and on his ^ part, it was courted 
by every sort of amicable office. But the cabi« 
net council of English creditors would not sui&r 
their nabob of Arcot to sign the treaty, nor eveo 
to give to a prince, at least his equal, the ordinary 
titles of respect and courtesy f . From that time 
forward, a continued plot was carried on within 
the divan, black and white, of the nabob of Arco^ 

* Letter from the nabob, May 1st, ir£S; And ditto, Uth 
April, 1770> Ist October ; ditto, iStb September, 1772, l^tb 
March, 1773. 

t L^ter from the presidency at Madras to tIiiB4X>ttrt of D^ 
rectors, $7tH June, 1769. 

for 



feiF the d^truc^ipn of Hyder AIL As to the 
^t^ard meoibers of the double, or rather trebly 
gDveromeot of Madras, which had signed the 
tl^ttty, they were always prevented by some over- 
ruling influence (which they do i)ot describe, but 
which cannot be misunderstood) from performing 
vfaat juadoe and interest combined sq evidently to 
enforce ^. 

When at length Hyder Ali found that he had tO 
do with men who either would sign no conven- 
tipB, or whom no treaty, and no signature coul4 
bind, and who were the determined enemies of 
human intercourse itself, he decreed to make th^ 
country possessed by these iocorrjgible apd predes- 
tinated a*iminals a meiporable example to maa- 
Icind; He resolved> in tlie gloomy recesses of 9 
mind capacious of such tliiogs, to leave the whole 
Carnatick an everlasting monument of venge^ge^ 
and to put perpetual desolation as a barrier be- 
tween him and thQse, against whom the faitl^i^ 
which holds the moral elements of the world to- 
gether was no protection. He became at length so 
confident of his force, so collected in hi3 mighty 
that he made no secret whatsoever of his dreadful 
resolution. Having terminated his disputes with 
-every enemy, and every rival, who buried their 
mutual fiuimosities in their comqnion detestatioa 
against the creditors of the nabob of Arcot, hfi 
f Mr. DuDdas'i conmitt^, Report 1« iVppendix No. Si9» 
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drew from every quarter whatever a savage fero- 
city could add to bis new rudiments in the arts of 
destruction ; and compounding all the materials 
of fury, havock, and desolation, into one black 
cloud, he hung for a while on the declivities of the 
mountains. Whilst the authors of all these evils 
Xvere idly and stupidly gazing on this menacing 
meteor, which blackened all their horizon, it sud- 
denly burst, and poured down the whole of its 
contents upon the plains of the Carnatic — ^Then 
ensued a scene of woe, the like of which no eye 
had seen, no heart conceived, and which no 
tongue can adequately tell. All the horrours of 
war before known or heard of, were mercy to that 
new havock. A storm of universal fire blasted 
every field, consumed every house, destroyed every 
temple. The miserable inhabitants flying from 
their flaming villages, in part were slaughtered ; 
others, without regard to sex, to age, to the respect 
of rank, or sacredness of function, fathers torn 
from children, husbands from wives, enveloped 
in a whirlwind of cavalry, and amidst the goading 
spears of drivers, and the trampling of pursuing 
horses, were swept into captivity, in an unknown 
and hostile land. Those who were able to evade 
this tempest, fled to the \yalled cities. But escap* 
ing from fire, sword, and exile, they fell into the 
jaws of famine. 

The alms of the settlement, in this dreadful exi- 
gency. 
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gency, were certainly liberal ; and ali was done 
by charity that private charity could do; but it 
was a people in beggary ; it was a nation whic]^ 
^stretched out its hands for food« For months 
together these creatures of sufferance, whose very 
€xcess and luxury in their most plenteous days 
had fallen short of the allowance of our austerest 
fasts, silent, patient, resigned, without sedition or 
disturbance, almost without complaint, perished 
by an hundred a day in the streets of Madras; 
every day seventy at least laid their bodies in the 
streets, or on the glacis of Tanjore, and expired 
of famine in the granary of India. I was going 
.to awake your justice towards this, unhappy part 
of our fellow citizens, by 'bringing before you 
some of the circumstances of this plague of hunger. 
. Of all the calamities which beset and waylay the 
life of man, this comes the nearest to our heart, 
and is that wherein the proudest of us all feels 
• himself to be nothing more than h0 is : but I find 
. myself unable to manage it with decorum; these 
details are of a species of horror so nauseous and 
disgusting ; they are so degrading to the suflferers 
and to the hearers ; they are so humiliating to hu- 
man nature itself, that, on better thoughts^ I find 
it more adviseable to throw a pall over this hid§- 
ous object, and to leave it to your general concep- 
tions. 

For 
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• F6r dfhtcen months, without interrnfesion, 
this defttructbn raged from the gates of Kladras to 
tiie gates of Tanjor6 ; and so completely did these 
masters in their art, Hyder AH, and his more fe- 
rocious son, absolve themselves of their impious 
vow, thai wtien the British armies traversed, as 
they di(J, the Carnatick for hundreds of miles in 
all directions, through the whole line of their 
march they did not see one man, not one woman, 
not one child, not one four-footed beast of any 
description whatever. One dead uniform silence 
reigned over the whole region. With the incon- 
siderable exceptions of the narrow vicinage cf 
fome few forts, X wish to be understood as speak- 
ing literally ; — I mean to produce to you more 
than three witnesses, above all exception, who will 
support this assertion in its full extent That huf-r 
rieane of *rar passed through every part of the 
central provinces of the Carnatick. Six or seven 
districts to the north and to the south (and the^ 
not wholly untouched) escaped the genefral ra* 
vage. 

The Carnatick is a couhtry not nmch inferioar 
4n extent to England. Figur<3 to yourself, Mr. 
Speaker, the land in whose representative chair 
you sit; figure to yourself the forni and fashioa 

* Appendix No, 4, Report of the Cummittiie of amsned 
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nf your sweet and jchearftil country from Thanie3 
to Trent, north and south, and from the Irish to 
tlie German sea east and west, emptied and em* 
bowelled (may God avert the omen of our crimes!) 
by so acGomph'shed a desolation. Extend your 
imagination a little further, and then suppose your 
ministers taking a survey of this scene of waste 
and desolation ; what would be your thoughts i£ 
you should be informed, tiiat they were compute 
ing how much had been the amount of the ex« 
cises, how much the customs, how much the land 
and malt tax, in order that they should chargf 
(take it in the most favourable light) for publick 
service, upon the relicks of the satiated vengeance 
of relentless enemies, the whole of what England 
jhad yielded in the most exuberant seasons of peacQ 
and abundance? What would you call it? To call 
it tyranny, sublimed into madness, would be too 
faint an image ; y^t this very madness is the prio^ 
cipie upon which the ministers at ycur right hand 
have proceeded in their estimate of the revenute 
of the Camatick, when they were providing nott 
supply for the establishments of its protection, but 
rewards for the authors of. its ruin* 

Every day you are fatiguied and disgusted with 
this cant, ** the Camatick is e^ country that will 
^' soon recover^, and become instantly as prospa^- 
^< ous as ever." They think they are talking to 
innoceuts, who will believe that by sowing of 

dragons 




lif^Mfdd of eteven hundned, frbtntbe extemt of twa 
6f three a<»ieB to five miles in circait^ From tbeso 
T^t^^OM curreixts are Occasionaily drawn over the 
Mds, and these watercourses again call for a ocm-^ 
fiidefiiMe espeMe t^ keep thein properly scoured 
tod duly levelled* Taking the district in that map 
(td a tnea^iire, there eamnot be in the Catmatick 
ktid Tanjore fewer thank ten thousand of these re-» 
ser^oii'ft of the larger and middling dimensions, to 
say nothing of thMe for dotnestick services, and 
the nded of religious porifkation. These are not 
the entferpri^es of y(Mt power, nor in a style of 
thagnifieencfe i^uited td the ta£^ of your minister. 
These are the mohuments of real kbga> who wer6 
the fathers of theii" people ; testators to a posterity 
which they embraced as their own. These are 
the jgr<^nd sepulchres built by ambition; but by 
the ambition of tm insatiable benevolence, whicb, 
tidt contented with reigbtng in the dispensatiOKi of 
happiness during the contracted term of human 
life, had strained, with all the reachings and gra^ 
ings of a vivacious mind, to extend the dominion 
of their bounty beyond the limits of nature, and to 
perpetuate themselves through generations of ge- 
nerations, the guardians, the protectors, the noif- 
rishers of mankind. 

Lohg before the late invasion, the persons who 
are objects of the grant of publick money now be- 
fore }0u, had so diverted the supply of the pious 

funds 
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fmlck of culture and po[^ulBtion, timt every where 
th^ r^ertoirs were fallen into a miserable decay*. 
But after those domestick enemies hlid provoked 
the entry of a cruel foreign foe into the country, 
be did not leave it, until his revenge had cotnj^eted 
the destruction begun by their avarice. Few, very 
few indeelli of the^e magazines of water that are 
not either totally destroyed, or cut through with 
tocb gaps, as to require a serious attention and 
much cost to re-^tablish tben^, as the means of 
present subsistence to the people, and of futuft 
revenue to the state. 

What, Sir, would a virtuous and enlightened 
ftiinistry do on the view of tlie ruins of such works 
befoi*e them? On the view of ^ucb a chasqi of de« 
dotation as that which yawned in the midst of those 
countries to the north and south, which Still bote 
iotne testJgfes of cultivation ? They would have 
reduced all their most necessary establishments; 
they would haVe suspended the justest pfayments ; 
they would have employed eVery shilling derived 
frobi the producing, to reanimate the powers of 
the un|>roductive parts. While they ^ere perform- 
ing this fundamental duty, whilst they were cele- 
brating these mysteries of justice and hunianity, 
they would have told the corps of fictitious credi- 
tors, whose crimes were their claims, that they 
must keep an awful distance; that they must 
tilence their inatispidous tongues ; that they must 

* Sed:IU>pott IV. Mt Dundas's Committee^ p. 46. 
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hold off their profane unhallowed paws from this 
holy work ; they would have proclaimed with a 
voice that should make itself heard, that on every 
country the first creditor is the plough ; that this 
origioali indefeasible claim supersedes every other 
demand. 

This is what a wise and virtuous ministry would 
have done and said. This, therefore, is what our 
minister could never think of saying or doing. A 
ministry of another kind would have first improved 
the country, and have thus laid a solid foundation 
for future opulence and future force. But on this 
; grand point of the restoration of the country^ 
there is not one syllable to be found in the cor- 
respondence of our ministers, from the first to the 
• last : they felt nothing for u land desolated by fire, 
sword, and famine ; their sympathies took anotiier 
direction ; they were touched with pity, for bribery, 
so long tormented with a fruitless itching of its 
palms; their bowels yearned for usury, that had 
long missed the harvest of its returning months *; 
they felt for peculation which had been for so 
many years raking in the dust of an empty trea* 
sury ; they were melted into compassion for rapine 
,and oppression, licking their dry, parched, un- 
bloody jaws. These were the objects of their so- 
licitude. These were the necessities for which 
they were studious to provide. 

Jo state the country and its revenues in their 

* ^ntcreit is rated in India by the month. 

real 



ml condftioD^ and to provide for those fictitba$ 
daioB^ consisleDtly with the support of an army 
and a dvfl estabUshment, would have been itnpos« 
flUe; tfaei^^Dre ^ mbisters are silent on that 
head, and rest themselves on the authority of lord 
Macartney, who in a letter to the court of direo* 
tors, written in the year 178 1| speculating on 
what might be the result of a ^vise management 
of the countries assigned by the nabob of Arcoty 
rates the revenue as in time of peace, at twelve 
hundred thousand pounds a year, as he does tlK^no 
of the king of Tanjore (which had not been af^ 
signed) at four hundred and fifty* On this lord 
Macartney grounds his calculations, and on tbii 
they choose to ground theirs* It was on this cal^ 
culation that the mmistry, in direct oppositi<m to 
the remonstrances of the court of directors^ hav« 
compelled that miserable enslaved body^ to put 
their hands to an order for appropriating ttie mM>r^ 
mous sum of 480,000/. aimually, 9^$ a faod (of 
paying to their rebelli<ms i^^rvants a debt contract^ 
•ed in defiance of their ck^^M ai>d 0io^t po^iUvi^ Ui' 
junctions* 

The authority and Uxfonxi^ii^w id lord Ma^aiV 
ney is held high on tla^ iMX^hion, tbougb it h totally 
rejected in erery oUier particular id this business* 
1 believe I have the honour of being alaK>st as oki 
an acquaintance as any lord JMacartney has* A 
and ttobrokci) friendi>ijip has su Insisted be- 

tweeu 



w I , I «.^ ^; • I 



tween us from a very early period ; %9dt I tru^ 
be thinks, that as I respect his cti^racter, ^d io 
general admire bis conduct, I am one of those 
who feel no common interest in his reput^ioBtf 
¥et I do not hesitate wholly to disallow the calciit 
lation of 1781» without any apprehension tb»t I 
afaali appear to distrust his veracity or his judg^^ 
menu This peace estimate of revenue H^as not 
grounded on the state of d)e Carnatick as it thepi 
or as it had recently, stood. It was a statement 
of former and better times. There is no doubt 
that a period did exist, when the large portion of 
the Carnatick held by the nabob of Areot might 
be fairly reputed to produce a revenue to that, or 
to a greater amount But the whole had so 
melted away by the slow and sileat hostilities of 
oppression and mismanagement, that the revenues, 
sinking with the prospeiity of the country, had 
fallen to about 800,000/. a year, even before ao 
enemy's horse had imprinted hi^ hpof on the wi 
of the Carnatick. From that view, and in^epM* 
dently of the decisive effects of the war which toi 
sued. Sir Eyre Coote conceived that years iiius$ 
pass before the country could be restored to its 
former prosperity and production* It ivas that 
state of revenue, (namely, the actual state before 
the war) which the directors have opposed t6 lord 
Macartney> speculation. Thfcy refused to take 
the revenues for more tht^n 600|060/« Is tbiB 

they 
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tkey are justified by lord MAcartpey bim^elf, wIkv 
io 9. sqWqufDt letter, informs the qo\ii% that hi» 
slcetcb is a matter of spex^uUtion ; it 3uppp9e9 tb9 
country restored to iu aodeat property, aqd the 
reveoue to be io a course of e^^ctive ^q4 boneat 
collection* If tberefore tbe miiwters bave gon^ 
wrong, they were not deceived by lord Mwftrt- 
ney : they ivere deceived by no man. The e3ti* 
Qmte of the directors is nearly the very e^mate 
furnished by tbe right honourable gentleman hm* 
self; and published to thi9 world in one of thp- 
printed reports of his Q\m committee * ; but 4a 
aoon as he obtained his power, be cbpse to aban- 
don bis wcount* . No part of this oAciid oondac( 
«^n be defended on tbe ground 9( im ^}mxmi»x]f 

i;iformation. 

, In tbi^ cla^bwg of aceoumt^ mA e«l^mate9» Pvgbl 
not the TOwiatry, if they virl^bed to prwerve eym 
appearwces^ to bave waited for information of 
^ actaal result of tbe^ ^xecuJAtion^i bpfpre they 
laid a charge, and wch ^ ebargej not copdi|:ion- 
iUy and evei^aUy, but positively and aptboriUi'^ 
liviely, upon a country whieh they aU kmw, nod 
which one of them bad reig^tened tm the records 
(^ this house, to be wmM beyond 41 e;c{^mple, by 

*Mr. Duhdas's Committee, tlep. I. p. 9* &nd ditte, Rep. 
9V. 69. wbere the revenue of 1777 stated only at ^t lack«— 
Jdr lacks staled 9^ tbe X99«^^e, ^ Mffgring iJub C^nuttijck to be 

evetj 
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every oppression of an abusive government, and 
every ravage of a desolating war. But that you 
may discern in what manner they use the corres- 
pondence of office, and that thereby you may enter 
into tlie true spirit of the ministerial board of con^ 
troly I desire you Mr. Speaker, to remark, that 
through their whole controversy with the court 
of directors, they do not so much as hint at then: 
ever having seen any other paper from lord Ma- 
cartney, or any other estimate of revenue, thaa 
this of 1 78 1 . To this they hold. Here they take 
post ; here they entrench themselves. 

When I first read this curious controversy be- 
tween the ministerial board and the court of di-' 
rectors, common candour obliged me to attribute 
their tenacious adherence to the estimate of 1781, 
to a total ignorance of what had appeared upon 
the records. But the right honourable gentle- 
man has chosen to come forward with an uncalled- 
for declaration ; he boastingly tells you, that he 
has seen, read, digested, compared every thing ; 
and that if he has sinned, he has sinned with hia 
eyes broad open. Since then the ministers will 
obstinately shut the gates of mercy on themselves^ 
let them add to their crimes what aggravations 
they please. They have then (since it must be so^ 
wilfully and corruptly suppressed the information 
which they ought to have produced ; and ibr the 
support of peculation^ have made themsdves guilty 

of 
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of spolfetion'-and suppression of evidence*. The 
paper I hold in my hand, which totally overturns 
(fot the present at least) the estimate of 1781, they 
have no more taken notice of in their controversy 
with the court of directors, than if it had no exist- 
ence. It is the report made by a committee ap- 
pointed at Madras, to manage the whole of the 
six countries assigned to the company by the nabob 
of Arcot This committee was wisely instituted 
by lord Macartney, to remove from himself the 
suspicion of all improper management in so invi- 
dious a trust; and it seems to have been well 
chosen. This committee has made a comparative 
estimate of the only six districts which were in a 
condition to be let to farm. In one set of columns 
they state the gross and net produce of the dis- 
tricts as let by the nabob. To that statement they 
oppose the terms on which the same districts were 
rented for five years, under their authority. Under 
the nabob, the gross farm was so high as 570,000/. 
sterling. What was the clear produce? Why, no 
more than about 250,000/. and this was the 
whole profit of the nabob's treasury, under his 
own management, of all the districts which were 
in a condition to be let to farm on the S7th of 
May, 17iiS. Lord Macartney's leases stipulated a 
gross produce of no more than about 530,000/. 

* See Appendix, No. 4, Statement in the Beport of the 
Committee of assigned Revenue. 
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but then the estimated net atnouitf wtts nearly 
double the nabob's. It however did nets then ex* 
ceed .480,000/ ; and lord Macartney's conamis* 
sioners take credit for an annual revenue amount- 
ing to this clear sum« Here is no speculation ; 
here is no inaccurate account clandestinely obtain-' 
ed from those who might wish, and were enabled 
jto deceive. It is the authorized recorded state, of 
a real recent transaction. Here is not twelve 
hundred thousand pounds not eight hundred. 
The whole revenue of the Camatick yielded no 
more in May ] 782 than four hundred and eighty 
thousand pounds ;' nearly the very precise sum 
which yoqr mbister^ who is so careful of the pub-* 
lick security, has carried from all descriptions of 
establishment to form a fund for the private emo 
lument of his creatures. 

In this estimate, we see, as I have just observed, 
the nabob's farms rated so high as 570,000/. Hi* 
tberto all is well ; but follow on to the effective 
net revenue : there the illusion vanishes ; and yoa 
will not find nearly so much as half the producei 
It is with reason therefore lord Macartney inva- 
riably throughout the whole correspondent^ i{aa^ 
Ufies-all his views %n^ expectations of revenue 
and all his plans for itsk application, wilk this in* 
dispensable^ condition, that thi( mioagement is not 
in the hands of the nabob of Arqot. Should that 
iutal measure take place, he has over and. ovef 
5 ^«g*^in 
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Again told yoU| that he has ho prospect of realise 
fng any tiling whatsoever for any publick pur^^ 
^Me. With these weighty declarations, confirm* 
Isd by such as&te of indisputable &cts before them ; 
what has been done by the chancellor of the ex«> 
chequer and his accomplices ? Shall I be believed } 
They have delivered over those very tefritoric»> 
on the keeping of which in the hatids of the com^ 
mittee, the defence of our dominions, ^nd what 
was more dear to them, possibly, their own job 
depended ; tliey have delivered back again with^ 
out condition, without arrangement, without sti* 
^ulation of any sort for the natives of any rant, 
the whole of those vast countries, to many of 
which he had no just claim, into the ruinous mis- 
management of the nabob of Arcot. To crown 
all, according to their miserable practice whenever 
they do any thing transcendentiy absurd, they pre^ 
face thiis their abdication of their trust, by a so- 
lemn dedamtion that they were not obiig^d to it 
by any principle of policy, or any demand of jus- 
tice whatsovcr. 

I have stated to you the estimated produce of 
the territories of the Carhatick, in a condition tb 
be farmed in 178S, according to the different ma* 
tiagements into which they might fall ; and thi» 
estimate the ministers have thought proper to sup*^ 
press. Since that, two other accounts have beeii 
received. The first informs us^ that there has 

» « beto 
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been a recovery of what is called arredrs, a|S wcfl as 
of au improvement of tbe revenue of one of the 
8ix provinces which were let in 1782*. It was 
brougtit about by making a new wan After some 
sharp actions, by the Resolution and skill of co- 
lonel Fullartoui several of the petty princes of the 
most southerly of the unwasted provinces were 
compelled to pay very heavy rents and tributes, 
who for a long time before bad not paid any ac- 
knowledgmenL After this reduction, by the care 
of Mr. Irwin, one of the committee^ that province 
was divided into twelve farms. This operatioo 
raised the income of that particular province ; the 
others remain as they were first farmed. So that 
instead of producing only their original rent of 
480,000^ they netted in about two years and a 
quarter, 1,320,000/. sterling, which would be 
about 660,000/. a year, if the recovered arrear was 
not included. What deduction is to be made on 
account of that arrear I cannot determine, but 
certainly what would reduce the annual income 
considerably below the rate I have allowed. 

The second account received, is the letting of 
the wasted proviiKCS of the Carnatick. This I 
understand is at a growing rent, which may or 
may. not realise what it prombes; but if it should 
answer, it will raise the whole, at some future 
time, to 1,200,000/. 



. • 



* The province of Unnevellj. 
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' You must here remark, Mr. Speaker, that this 
revenue is the produce of all the nabob's domi- 
nions. During the assignment, the nabob paid 
nothing, because the company had all. Supposing 
the whole of the lately assigned territory to yield 
up to the most sanguine expectations of the right 
honourable gentleman ; and suppose 1,200,000/. to 
be annually realised (of which we actually know 
of no more than the realising of six hundred tliou- 
sand) out of this you must deduct the subsidy and 
Tent which the nabob paid before the assignment, 
namely 340,000/. a year. This reduces b^ck the 
revenue applicable to the new distribution mc^de 
by his majesty's ministers, to about 800,000/. Of 
that sum five eighths are by them surrendered to 
the debts. TTie remaining three are the only fund 
left for all the purposes so magnificently displayed 
in t|ie letter of the board of control ; that is for 
1^ newrpast peace establishment ; a new fund for 
ordnance and fortifications; and a large allow-r 
ance for what they call ** the splendour of the 
^' Durbar.'* 

You have heard the account of these territories 
us they stood in 1782. You have seen the actual 
receipt since the assignment in 178), of which I 
reckon about two years and a quarter productive; 
T have stated to you the expectation from the wasted 
part. For realising all this you may value your- 
selves on the vigour and diligence of a governour 

and 
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^d comcnittee that ha?e done so much. If these 
hopes from the committee are rational<«->reraember 
that the committee is no more. Your ministers^ 
who have formed their fund for these debts on ti» 
presumed effect of the committee's oi^agement,^ 
have puta complete end to that committee. Their 
acts are rescinded ; their leases are broken; their 
renters are dispersed. Your ministers knew when 
they signed the death-warrant of the Camatick, 
that the nabob would not oxiiy turn all these un* 
fortunate farmers of revenue out of employment 
but that be has denounced his severest vengeance 
against them, for acting under British authority. 
With the knowledge of this disiiosition^ a British 
chancellor of the exchequer, and treasurer of the 
liavy, incited by no publick advantage, impelled 
^y no publick necessity, in a strain of the most 
wi^ntpn perfidy which has ever stained the annals 
q{ niankind, have delivered ov^r to plunder, im- 
prisonment, exile, and death itself, according to 
the iqercy of such execrable grants as .^ir ul 
Omra and Paul Benfield, the unhappy and deluded 
souls, who, untaught by uniform example, were 
stilL weak enough to put their trust in English 
faith *. They have gone farther ; they have thought I 
proper to pnock and outrage their misery by or« 
Bering them protection and compensation. From 
ivbat power is this protection to be derive^ ? And 

^ AppenAx^ No. 5. 

from 
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ftom wfas^tfitnd 13 this cottipensation'to arise? The 
revenues are delivered over to their oppressor; the 
territorial jurisdictioD, from vt^^hence that revenue 
19 to arise, and under which they live, is surren*) 
dered to the sfiime iron hands : and tliat they shall,* 
be deprived of all refuge, and all hope, the n)inis«*) 
ter .ha&niade a solemn, voluntary declshration^ that 
he never will interfere with the nabob's intern^, 
government^. 

•The<laat thing considered by the board of coo^. 
trol among th^ debts of the Carnatick, was that 
arising to. the £ast*India company, which after the> 
provision }for the cavalry, and the consolidation 
of 477.7>' was to divide the residue of the fund ot 
430,000/. a year with the lenders of 1767. This 
debt the worthy chairman, who sits opposite tO 
me, contends to be three millions sterling. Lord 
Macartney's account of 1781, states it to be at. 
that period, 1 ,200,000/. The first account of the. 
court of directors makes it 900,000/« This, like, 
the private debt, being without any solid exist-, 
ence, ^ incapable of any distinct limits. What*, 
ever its amount or its validity amy be, one thing; 
is clear; it is of the nature and quality of a pub* 
lick debt. In that light nothing is provided for 
it, but an eventual surplus to be divided viitb one. 
class of the private demands, after satisfyin(]r the 
two first classes* Never was a inore shameful post* 
poking a publick depiand, ^hich by the reason 

« * See extract of their letter in the Appendix, Mo. 9. 
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of the thing, and the uniforoi practice of all na* 
tions, dui^ersedes every private claim. 

Those who gave this preference to private claims, 
consider the company's as a lawful demand ; else, 
why did they pretend to provide for it ? On their 
own principles they are condemned. 

But I, Sir, who profess to speak to your under- 
standing and to your conscience, and to brush 
away from this business all false colours, all false 
appellations, as well as false facts, do positively 
deny that the Carnatick owes a shilling to tlie 
company ; whatever the company may be indebt* 
ed to that undone country. It owes Nothing to 
the company for this plain and simple reason--' 
The terriiory charged with the debt is their own. 
To say that their revenues fall short, and owe 
them money, is to say they are in debt to them- 
selves, which is only talking nonsense. The tact 
is, that by the invasion of an enemy, and the ruin 
of the country, the company, either in its own 
name, or in the nauies of the nabob of Arcot and 
rajah of Tanjore, has lost for several years what 
it might have looked to receive from its own 
estate. If men were allowed to credit themselves 
upon such principles, any one might soon grow 
rich by this mode of accounting. A flood comes 
down upon a man^s estate in the Bedford Level 
of a thousand pounds a year, and drowns his rents 
for ten years. The chancellor would put that 
man into the bands of a trustee, who would 

gravely 
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gravely make tip his books, and for this loss cre- 
dit himself in his account for a debt due to him 
of 10,000/. It is, however, on this principle the 
company makes up its demands on the Carnatick. 
In peace they go the full length, aod indeed more 
than the full length, of what the people can bear 
for current establishments ; then tliey are absurd 
enough to consolidate all the calamities of war into 
debts ; to metamorphose the devastations of the 
country into demands upon its future production. 
What is this but to avow aresolution utterly to de- 
stroy tfieir own country, and to force the people 
to pay for their sufferings,- to a government which 
has proved unable to protect either the share of 
the husbandman or their own ? .In every lease of a 
farm, the invssion of an enemy> instead of forming 
a demand for arrear, is a release of rent ; nor for 
that release is it at all necessary to show, that the 
invasion has left nothing to the occupier of the 
aoil ; tliough in the present case it would be too 
easy to prove that melancholy fact *• I therefore 
applauded my right honourable friend, who, when' 
he canvassed the company's accounts, as a pteli- 
minary to a bill that ought not to stand on false* 
hood of any kind, fixed his diseerning' eye,''and' 
his deciding hand, on these debtsK)f the company; 
from the nabob of Arcot and r$(fah of Tanjore, 

^ ** It is tferlain that tb^ incursion of SLfiw of Hyder's hone 
** into the Jaghii«« in 176? ^ cost the company upwards of 
* ^ pagodas 27fiO0t in ailowances far damages/' Coasulta* 
Uoos, February llth, 1771* 

and 



and at one stroke expunged ; them alli as utteiljfk 
irr^oyerabl^ ; he OHgbt ^ve adde4 as utterly, 
unfounded. 

On thefte grounds I do not blame the arrange-, 
ment this day in questiod, as a preference given to. 
the deA^ of individuals over the company's debt 
In my.eye.it is no more than the preference of a: 
fiction, over a chimera; but I blame the preference* 
given, to those fictitious private debt^ over the. 
standing defence and the standing government 
It is there the publick is robbed. It is robbed in 
its army: it is. robbed iu its civil administration: 
it is rpbb^ in its credijb ; it is robbed in its invest- 
mentiiihich forms the commercial connection be- 
tw'cen. that country and Europe. There is the 
roWtjery/. . .< 

But . my principal objection lies a good deal 
deepen That debt to the company is the pretext 
under, vphich all the otiier debts lurk and cover 
themselves^ That debt forms th^ foul putrid 
mucus, in ^hidi are engendered the whole brood 
of creeping ascaride^ all the endless involutions^ 
the eternal knot added to a knot of those inex- 
pugnable tape-worms which devour the nutri- 
ment, and eat up the . bowels of India *. It is 
necessary, Sir^ you should recollect two tilings ; 

c 

• Pwceedings at Madras, llth February, l7S9,and through-- 
oai the correspondence on this sobjieict ; flarticuUtfly Consvl- 
tationsy October 4ih, 17^9^ and the Creilitoss' Mcnoiial, 
l^Oth Jao;uary, 1770* 

first; 
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first, that the nabob's debt to the coasffaiiy wri^ r 
no interest. In the next pliice yoo will obeerf^ 
that wbeneyer the company has occasion to bor- 
row, she has always coiiiinanded whatetfet she 

* thought fit at ^ht f^r c^nL Carrying iA your 
mind these two facts, atlen4 to tht process witli 
regard to the publiek and private debt, i^ with 
what little appearance of decency they play into 
each other's hands a game of utter perdition to the. 

' unhappy, aajtives of India. The nabob falls Mo ^U: 
arrear to the company. The presidency pr^es fbr* 
payment. The nabob's answer is, I h«ve na 
money. Good. But there are soucars who wSl. 
supply you on the mortgage of your territorieaw 
Then steps forward spme Paul Benfieldi. and from, 
his grateful compassion to the nabobi and bis filial 
v^rd to the company, he unlocks the treasures 
of his virttioas industry ; and iw a consideration 
of twentyfour or thirty-six per cent, on a mort*: 
g^ge of the territorial revenue, be come9 security 
to the company for the nabob's arnear« :. 

All this intermediate nsury thus becomes ^^M^ 
tified by the ultimate view to the company's pay*, 
ment. In this case, would not a plain man ask tfaii: 
plab question of the company ; if you know that 
the nabob miist annually mortgage bis territories, 
to yoiur servants to pay his annual arrear to you»: 
why is not the assignment or mortgage made, di^ 
rectly to the company itself? B> this simple ob* 

vk)us 
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vfous operation, the company would be relieved 
and the debt paid, without the charge of a shiU 
liQg intefrest to that prince. But if that course 
should be thought too indulgent, why do they 
not take that assignment with such interest to 
themsdves as they pay to others, that is eight 
per cent f Or if it were thought more adviseable 
(why it should I know not) that he must borrow, 
why do not the company lend their own credit to 
the nabob for their own payment? That credit 
would not be weakened by the* collateral security 
of bis ' t^ritorial mortgage. The money might 
still be had at eight per cent. Instead of any of 
these honest and obvious methods, the ' company 
has for years kept up a shew of disinterestedness 
and moderation, by suffering a debt to accumu- 
late to them from the country powers without any 
interest at all ; and at the same time have seen be- 
fore their eyes, on a pretext of borrowing to pay 
tbat debt, the revenues of the country charged 
with an usury of twenty, twenty-four, thirty-six, 
and even etght-and-forty per cent, with compound 
interest ^, for the benefit of their servants. All 
ttiis time they know that by having a debt sub- 
sisUng without any interest, which is to be paid 
by contracting a debt on the highest interest, they 
manifestly render it necessary to the nabob of Ar- 
cot to give the private demand a preference to the 

* Appendix, No. 7. 

publick ; 
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pttbliekj'aiid by bindiug him and their servante 
together io a common caose, they enable him to 
form a party to the utter ruin of their own au- 
thority, and their own affairs. Thus their false 
.moderationi and their affected purity^ by the na- 
tural operation of every thing Cedse, and every 
thing affected, becomes pander and bawd to the 
unbridled debauchery and licentious lewdness of 
usury and extortion. 

In consequence of this double game, all the ter- 
ritorial revenues have, at one time or other, been 
covered p^ those locusts, the English soucars. Not 
one single foot of the Camatick has escaped them ; 
a territory as large as England. During these 
operations what a scene has that country present- 
ed * ! The usurious European assignee supersedes 
the nabob's native farmer of the revenue; the 
farmer flies to the nabob's presence to claim his 

* For some part of these usurious transactions, see Consulta- 
tion 2Sth January 1781 ; and for the nabob's excusing his op- 
pressions on account of these debts, Consultation S6th Novem- 
ber 1770. " Still I undertook first, the payment of the money 
^* belonging to the company, who are my kind friends, and by 
** borrowing, and mortgagmg my jewtU^ 6cc. hy taking from 
** every one cf my servantiy in proportion to their circum* 
** stances, by /rrtA«cvmhe< also on my couniryfnottDithstandmg 
** iti dutreued itate^asyou know." — ^The Board's remark is as 
follows; after controverting some of the facts, they s^y, 
'* Thathis countries are oppressed is most certain, but not from 

real necessity ; hs debts have indeed afforded him a constant 
pretence for using severities and cruel oppressions/' 

» bargain; 
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bargain ; whilst his servants murmur for wages, 
and bis soldiers mutiny for pay. The mortgage 
to the European assignee is then resumed^ and the 
native farmer replaced ; replaced, again to be re- 
moved on the new clamour of the European as^ 
ftignee *. Every man of rank and landed fortune 
being long since extinguished, the remaining mi* 
«erable last cultivator, who grows to the soil, after 
having his back scored by the farmer, has it again 
flayed by the whip of the assignee, and is thus by 
a ravenous, because a short-lived succession of 
claimants, lashed from oppressor to oppressor, 
whilst a single drop of blood is left as the means 
of extorting a single grain of corn. Do not think 
I paint. Far, very far from it ; I do not reach 
the fia-ct, nor approach to it. Men of respectable 
'condition, men equal to your substantial JBngtish 
yeomen, are daily tied up and scourged lo answer 
the multiplied demands of various contending and 
contradictory titles, all issuing from one and the 
same source. Tyrannous exaction brings on ser- 
vile concealment ; and that again calls forth ty- 
rannous coercion. They move in a circle, mutu* 
ally producing and produced ; till at length no^ 
thing of humanity is left in the government, no 

* See Consul ration iZSth January 1781 » wbene it is as- 
serted and not denied, that the nabob's farmers of rerenue 
seUiom continue for throe months together. From <fai8 the 
state of the country may be easily judged oL - 

trace 
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tfaoe of iate^ty, spirit, or manliness in the people, 
tvho drag out a precarious and degraded existence 
under this system of outrage upon human nature. 
Such is the efiEect of the establishment of a debt to 
the company, as it has hitherto been manag^, 
and as it ever will remain, until ideas are adopted 
totally different from those which prevail at this 
time. 

Your worthy ministersi supporting what they 
are obliged to condemn, have thought fit to re^ 
new the company's old order against contracting 
private debts in future. They begin by rewarding 
the violatioa of the ancient law ; and then they 
gravely re-enact provisions, of which they have 
given bounties for the breach* This inconsistency 
has been well exposed *. But what will you say to 
their having ^one the length of giving positive 
directions for contracting the debt which they po« 
sitively forbid ? 

. I wiU explain myself. The order of the nabob, 
out of the revenues of the Carnatick, to allot 
four hundred and eighty thousand pounds a year, 
9S a fuqd for the debts before us. For the punCf 
tu^l payment of this annuity, they order hkn :tO 
give fioucar security f . When a soucar^ that is a 
poooey dealer, becomes security for any natk4 
prince, the course, is, for the native prince to codn* 

• In Mr. JFox's speech. 

t The amended Letter^ Appendix, No. J. 

tersecure 




288 , i?££CB ON THS 

tersecure the money dealer, by making over txl 
him in mortgage a portion of his territory, equal 
to the sum annually to be paid, with an interest 
of at least twenty-^four per cent* The point fit for 
the bouse to know is, who are these soucars, to 
whom this security on the revenues in favour of 
the nabob's creditors is to be given ? The majo* 
rity of the house, unaccustomed to these transact 
tions, will hear with astonishment that these sou- 
cars are no other than the creditors themselves* 
The minister, not content with authorizing these 
transactions in a manner and to an extent unhoped 
for by the rapacious expectations of usury itself, 
loads the broken back of the Indian revenues, in 
favour of his worthy friends the soucars, with an 
additional twenty-four per cent, for being security 
to themselves for their own claims; for conde- 
scending to take the country in mortgage, to pay 
to themselves the fruits of their own extortions. 

. The interest to be paid for this {security, accord- 
ing to the most moderate strain of soucar demand, 
comes to one hundred and eighteen thousand 
pounds a year, which added to the 480,000 /. on 
which it is to accrue, will make the whole charge 
on account of these debts on the Carnatick reve- 
niies amount to 598,000 /. a year, as much as even 
a Iqng peace will enable those revenues to produce. 
Can any one reflect for a moment on all those 
claims of debt, which the minister ' exhausts him- 
self 
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a^lf id contrivances ta augment with new ti3ori»/ 
without lifting up bis hands and eyes in astonish'* 
ment of the impadence, both of the claim and of 
the adjudication ? Servioes' of some kind or other 
these servants of the company must have done, so 
great and eminent^ that the chanoellor of the ex- 
chequer cahnofc think tliat all they have brought 
borne is half enough. He halloos after themi 
'' Gentlemen, you have forgot a large packet be^ 
'' hind you, in your hurry ; you have not suffix 
^^ ciently recovered yourselves ; you ou^ to have^ 
** and you shall have^ interest upon interest, upon 
'^ a prohibited debt that is made up of interest 
*^ upon interest. Even this is too little. I have 
'^ thought of another character for you, by Tvhich 
you may add something to your gains ; you shall 
be security t0 3*ourselves ; add hence will arise a 
new usury, which shall efface the memory of ail 
" the usuries suggested to you by your own dull 
^' inventionSi" 

I. have done with the arrangement relative to the 
Camatick* After this it is to little purpose to ob- • 
serve on what the ministers have done to Tanjore. 
Your ministers have not observed even form, and. 
ceremony in their outrageous and insulting rob^ 
bery of that country, whose only crime has been, 
its early and constant adherence to the power of 
this, and the suffering of an uniform pillage incon- 
sequence of it« The debt of the comps^y from 
Vol. IV. U the 



ii 
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tbe rajah of Taojore^ ia just of ^.satnd stuff with 
that of the nabob of Areot 

The subsidy from Tanjore^ on the arrear of 
mrhich this pretended debt (if any ttiefe be) has 
accrued to the company, is not, like that paid by 
the nabob of Arcot, a compensatioQ ftir vast coun- 
tries obtained, augmented, and preserved for him ; 
not the price of pillaged treasuries, #arisacked 
houses, and plundered territories.-*»^It ia a large 
grant, from a small kingdom not obtained by oar 
arms ; robbed, not protected* by our power ; a 
grant for which no equivalent was ever given, or 
pretended to be given. The right hcmourable gen- 
tleman, however, bears witness in hb reports to 
the punctuality of the payments of this grant of 
bounty, or, if you please, of fear. It amounts to 
one hundred and sixty thousand pounds sterling 
net annual subsidy. He bears witness to a further 
grant of a town and port, with an annexed dich 
trict of thirty thousand pound a year, surrendered 
to the company since the first donation. He has 
not borne witness, but the fact is, (be will not 
deny it) that in the midst of war, and during the 
ruin and desolation of a considerable part of his 
territories, this prince made many very large pay- 
ments. Notwithstanding these merits and services, 
the first regulation of ministry is to force from him 
a territory of an extent which they have not yet 
thought proper to ascertain *, for a military peace 

♦ Appendix, No* 8. 

estar 
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^tablishment^ the particulars of which they have 
not yet been pleased to settle. 

The next part of their arrangement is with re- 
gard to war. As confessedly this prince bad no 
share in stirring up any of the former wars^ so all 
future wars are completely out of his power ; for 
he has no troops whatever, and is under a stipula- 
tion not so much as to correspond with any foreign 
state, except through the company. Yet, in case 
the company's servants should be again involved 
in war, or should think proper again to provoke 
any enemy, as in times past they have wantonly 
provoked all India, he is to be subjected to a new 
penalty. To what penalty ?— Why, to no less than 
the confiscation of all his revenues. But this is 
to end with the war, and they are to be faithfully 
returned? — Oh! no, nothing like it. The coun- 
try is to remain under confiscation until all the 
debt which the company shall think fit to incur in 
such war shall be discharged ; that is to say, for 
ever. His sole comfort is to find his old enemy^ 
the nabob of Arcot, placed in the very same con- 
dition. 

The revenues of that miserable country were, 
before the invasion of Hyder, reduced to a gross 
annual receipt of three hundred and sixty thou- 
sand pound*. Fixnn this receipt the subsidy I have 

* Air, Petrie's evidence before the select cominittee,App.No.7. 

U 2 just 
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just Stated is taken. This again, by payments in 
advance, by extorting deposits of additional sums 
to a vast amount for the benefit of their soucars, 
and by an endless variety of other extortions, pub- 
lick and private, is loaded with a debt, the amount 
of which I never could ascertain, but whicli is 
large undoubtedly, generating an usury the most 
completely ruinous that probably was ever heard 
of; that is^ forti/^ight per cent, payable monthly^ 
xvith compound interest *. 

Such is the state to which the company's ser- 
vants have reduced that country. Now come the 
reformers, restorers, and comforters of India. 
What have they done? In addition to all these 
tyrannous exactions with all these ruinous debts 
in their train, looking to one side of an agreement 
whilst they wilfully shut their eyes to the other, 
they withdraw from Tanjore all the benefits of 
the treaty of 1762, and they subject that nation 
to a perpetual tribute of forty thousand a year to 
the nabob of Arcot ; a tribute never due, or. pre- 
tended to be due to khn^ even when he appeared 
to be something ; a tribute, as things now stand, 
not to a real potentate, but to a shadow, a dream, 
an incubus of oppression. After the company has 
accepted in subsidy, in grant of territory, in re- 
hiissioa of rent, as a compensation for tlieir own 

♦ ApprndiXj No- 7. 

protec- 
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protectioo, at least two hcuKtred thousand pound 
a year, without discounting a shilling for that re- 
ceipt, the ministers condemn tins harassed nation 
to be tributary to a person who is liimsclf, by ihcir 
own arrangement, deprived of the right of war 
or peace ; deprived of the pow er of tlie sword ; 
forbid to keep up a single regiment of soldiers ; 
and is tlierefore wholly disabled from all protec- 
tion of the country which is the object of the pre- 
tended tribute. Tribute hangs on the sword. It 
is an incident inseparable from real sovereign 
power. In the present case to suppose Its existence, 
is as absurd as it is cruel and oppressive. And tiere, 
Mr. Speaker, you have a clear exemplification of 
the use of those false names, and false colouDi, 
which the gentlemen who have lately taken pos- 
session of India choose to lay on for the purpo/^^^ 
of disguising their plan of opprci^sion. The nabob 
of Arcot, and rajah of Tanjore, have, hi truth 
and substance, no more ttian a merely civil autho- 
rity, held in the most entire de{>etidence on the 
company. The nabob, without inilitary, withoijt 
federal capacity, b extingui^licd m a potentate ; 
but then b carefully kept alive a« an iiidepeii' 
dent and sovereign power, (uv tJ^e pur(K/.sc of ra- 
pine and extortion ; 6>r the purjwse of jm^* jM^at- 
ing tlie old intrigues, aaiuK^itac«, Ubutics, a(i<i 
corruptions* 

It was not c!H>u;rli tJjiat tjiii^ ujovfcer v of tiibute 




294f SPEECH ON T«E 

was to be continued without the correspondent 
protection, or any of the stipulated equivalents, 
but t€n yei^rs of arrear, to the amount of 400,000/. 
sterling, is added to all the debts to the company, 
and to individut^ls, in order to create a new debt, 
to be paid (if at all possible to be paid in whole 
or in part) only by new usuries; and all this for 
the nabob of Arcot, or rather for Mr. Benfield, 
and the corps of the nabob's creditors and their 
soucars. Thus tliese miserable Indiaq princes are 
continued in their seats, for no other purpose thaji 
to render them in the first instance objects of every 
species of extortion ; and in the second, to force 
them to become, for the sake of a momentary 
shadow of reduced authority, a sort of subordinate 
tyrants, the rujn and calamity, not the fathers and 
cherisher§ of their people. 

But take this tribute only as a mere charge 
(without title, cause, or equivalent) on this people; 
w hat one step has been takeq to furnish ground^ 
for a just calculation and estimate of the propor- 
tion of the burthen and the ability ? None ; not 
an attempt at it. They do not adapt tlie burthen 
to the strength ; but they estimate the strength of 
the bearers by the burthen they impose. Then 
what care i$ taken to leave a fund 3ufBcieDt to the 
future reproduction of the revenues that are to 
bear all these loads? Every one, but tolerably 

conversant in Indian affairs, must know that the 

existence 
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existence' of this little kingiatn depends on ib»* 
control over the river Cavery. The benefits of 
heaven to any cowinunity^ ought n^ever to be con-, 
^nected with, political arrangements^ or made to 
depend on the personal conduct of princes; in. 
^vhich .ti)e mistake, or errourt or neglect, or dis* 
tress, or passion of a moment on either side, may 
bring famine on millionsi and ruin an innocent 
na^on perhaps for ag^^ The mean$ of the &ub- 
sjjstence of mankind should be as immutable as the* 
laws of nature^ let power and dominion take what 
course they may. — ^Observe what has been done 
with regard to this important poncern* The use 
of this river is indeed at length given to the rajah, 
and a power provided for its enjoyment at his awn. 
charge ; but the means of furnishing that charge 
(and a mighty one it is) are wholly cut o0l This 
use of the water, which ought to have no more 
connexion than clouds and rains, and sunshine, 
with the politicks of the rajah, the nabob, or the. 
company, is expressly conbived as a ipeans qf en- 
forcing demands and arrears of tribute* This hor- 
rid and unnatural instrument of extortion had- 
been a distinguishing fe^tture in the enormities of 
the Carnatick politicks that loudly called for refor*^ 
QiatKH). ]3ut the food of a whole people is by the 
reformers of India conditioned on payments from 
its prince, at a moment that he is overpowered. 

with a $warm of their demand, without regard 
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to the ability of either pnnce or people. In fine, 
by opening an avenue to the irruptioil of the na- 
bob of Arcot's creditors and soucars, whom every 
man wtio did not iail in love with oppression and ' 
corruption on an experience of the calamities they 
produced, would have raised wall before wall, 
and mound before mound, to keep from a possi* 
bility of ei^trance, a more destructive enemy than 
(lyder Aii is introduced into that kingdom. By 
this part of their arrangement in which they esta* 
blish a debt to the nabob of Arcot, in effect and 
substance, they deliver over Tanjore, bound haiid 
lind foot, to Paul Benfield, the old betrayer, in- 
sulted oppressor, and scourge of a country, which 
has for yeai*s been an object of an unremitted, but 
unhappily an unequal struggle, between the boun- 
ties of Providence to renovate,' and the wicked- 
ness of mankind to destroy. 
. The right honourable gentleman* talks of his 
fairness in determining the territorial dispute be- 
tween the nabob of Arcot and the prince of that 
country, when he superseded the determination of 
the directors, in whom the law had vested the de- 
cision of that controversy. He is in this just as 
feeble as he is in every other part. But it is not 
necessary to say a word in refutation of any part 
of his argument The mode of the proceeding 
sufficiently speaks the spirit of it. It is enough to 

^ Mr. Duud^. 

fix 
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Ax'Iiis* character as a jod^ that he nether hea^^tie 
directors hi defence of' their a^fKcatian^ nor ekket 
of the parties insuppor^t ^ their respective ckfhm. 
It is sufficient for me, that he takes from the rajah 
of Tanjore by this pretended adjadicatioOi or rather 
from his unhappy subjects, 40,00(M. a year of his 
and tlieir revenue, and leaves upon his and tiieir 
shoulders all the charges diat can be made on the 
part of the nabob, on the part of his creditors, and 
on the part of the company, nithont so much as 
hearing him as to right or to ability. But what 
principally induces me to leave the affair of the 
territorial dispute between the nabob and the rajah 
to another day, is this, that both the parties being 
stripped of their all, it little signifies under which 
of their names the unhappy undone people are de« 
livered over to the merciless soucars, the allies of 
that right honourable gentleman, and the cfaan^ 
eellor of the exchequer. In them ends the ac« 
count of tliis long dispute of the nabob of Arcot; 
and the rajah of Tanjore. 

The right honourable gentleman is of opinion, 
tliat his judgment in this case can be censured by 
none, but those who seem to act as if they were 
paid agents to one of the parties* What does he 
think of hb court of directors ? If tliey are paid 
by either of the parties, by which of them doe$ he 
tmnk they are paid ? He knows that their dcct^ 
^ipn has been directly contrary to bis. Sliall I be* 

licve 
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lieve that it does not enter mto bis heart to coti^^ 
ceiye, that any person can steadily and actively 
interest himself in the protection of the injured 
and oppressed, without being well paid for his ser^ 
vice? 1 have taken notice of this sort of discourse 
some days ago, so far as it may be supposed to 
relate to me. I th^n contented myself, as I shall 
ntm do, with ^vmg it a cold, though a very di- 
rect contradiction. Thus much I do from respect 
to truth. If I did more, it might be supposed, by 
ipy anxiety to clear myself, that I had imbibed 
t|ie ideas, which, for obvious reasons, the right 
honourable gentlemen wishes to have received 
conc^ning all attempts to plead the cause gf the 
natives of India, as if it were a disreputable em^ 
ployment. If he had not forgot in his present oc- 
CMps^tion, every principle which ought to have 
guided him, and I hope did guide him, in his 
late profession, he would have known, that he 
who takes a fee for pleading the cause of distress 
against power, and manfully performs the duty 
he has assumed, receives an honourable recom* 
pence for a virtuous service. But jf the right ho^ 
nourahle gentlemen will have no regard to fact in 
his insinuations, or to reason in bis opinions, I 
wish hiui at least to consider, that if taking an 
earnest part with regard to the oppressions exer* 
cised in India, and with regard to this most op- 
pressive case of Tanjore in particular, can ground ^ 

pre-i 
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presumption of iot^rested motives, he is himself 
the mo^ Qierceoary mw I know. His conduct 
indeed is such that he is on all occasions the stand- 
ing testimony ogsunst himself. He it was that 
first called to that case the attention .of the houses 
the reports of his own committee are ample and 
affecting upon that subject*; and as many of 03 
as have escaped bis massacre^ must remffember the 
very patheUCk picture he made of the sufferings of 
the Tanjore country , on the day when he moved 
the unwieldy code of' his ladian resolutions. Has 
he not stated over and ov^ afi^in in his reports, 
the ill treatment of the rajah of Taujore, (a branch 
of the royal house of the Marattas, every injury to 
whom the Marattas felt as oflered to themselves) 
(Es a main cause of ti^e alienation of that people 
from the British power ? And does he now think, 
that to betray his principles, to contradict his de** 
clarations, and to become himself an active instru* 
ment in those oppressions which he had so trag^ 
catty lamented, is the way to clear himself of hav- 
ing been actuated by a pecuniary interest, at the 
time when he chose to appear full of tenderness to 
that ruined nation ? 

The right honourable gentleman is fond of pa^ 
rading on the motives of others, and on his own. 



f Sec Report IV. Committee of Secrecy, p. 73, and 7Ai( 
and Append 13^ in sundry places, 

2 As 




500 SPEKCH dN tHE 

As to himself, be des^ses the imputations of tiiose 
who suppose that any thing corrupt could influ- 
ence him in this his unexampled liberality of the 
public treasure. I do not know that I am obliged 
to speak to the motives of ministry, in the arrange- 
ments they have made of the pretended debts of 
Arcot and Tanjore. : If I prove fraud and collu- 
sion with re^rd to publick money on those riglit 
honourable gentlemen, I am not obliged to assign 
tbdr motives ; because . no good motives can be 
pleaded in favour of their conduct Upon thi^ 
case I stand ; we are at issue; and I desire to go 
to trial. This, I am sure, is not loose railing, or 
mean insinuation, according to their low and de- 
generate fashion, when they make attacks on the 
measures of their adversaries. It is a regular and 
juridical course; and,' unless I choose it, nothing 
can compel me to go further, 
' But since these unhappy gentlemen have dared 
to hold a lofty tone about their motives, and affect 
to despise suspicion, instead of being careful not to 
give cause for it, I shall beg leave to lay before 
you some general observations on what, I con- 
ceive, was their duty in so delicate a business. 

If I were worthy to suggest any line of pru- 
dence to that right honourable gentleman, I would 
tell him, that the way to avoid suspicion in the 
settlement of pecuniai-y transactions, in wl^ch 
great frauds have been very strongly presumed, 

IS. 
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Ss) to tltand to these few pluii pridciples : — First, 
to b^r all parties equally, and not the managiBrs 
fDf the suspected daiinf^its only. — Not to proceed 
ifi the ilark ; but to act with as much publicity as 
possible, — Not to precipijt^ decision — To be reli- 
gious ill following the rules prescribed in the com* 
minion under which we act. And, lastly, and 
nbove all, not to be fond of sitraining constructions^ 
to force a jurisdiction, and to draw to ourselves 
the rasanageiiieat of a trust in its nature invidious 
«ind. obnoxious to suspicion, where the plainest 
letter of the law does not compel it If these feiv 
plain rules are' observed, no corruption ought to 
be suspected; if any of them are violated, suspi- 
cion will attach in proportion. If all of them are 
violated, a corrupt motive of some kind or other 
will not only be suspected, but must be violently 
presumed. 

. The persons in whose favour all these rules 
have been violated, and the conduct of ministers 
towards them, will naturally call for your consi- 
deration, and will serve to lead you through a 
series and combination of facts and characters, if 
I do not mistake, into the very inmost recesses of 
tlus mysterious business* You will then be in 
possession of all the materials on which tl)e prin- 
ciples of soond jurisprudence will found, or will 
reject tlie presumption of corrupt motives ; or if 
such motives are indicated, will point out to you 
of what particular nature the corruption is. 

Our 
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Our wonderful mmister, as you all knc^, fotmed 
a new plan, a plan insigne recens indictmn ore alio^ 
a plan for supporting the frecnlom of our constitU'- 
tion by court intrigues, and for removing its cor«- 
ruptions by Indian delinquency. To carry that 
bold paradoxical design into execution^ ^sufficient 
funds and apt instruments became necessary. You 
are perfectly sensible that a parliamentary refems 
occupies bis thoughts day and night, as an essen-^ 
Ital member in this extraordinary project* In his 
anxious researchs upon this subject, natural iur 
stinct, as well as sound policy, would direct bis 
eyes, 'and settle his choice on Paul Benfield. Paul 
Benfield is the grand parliamentary reformer, Xht 
reformer to whom the whole choir of reformers 
bow,, and to whom even the right bonoorable 
gentlemaa himself must yield the palm : For what 
region in the empire, what city, what borough^ 
what county, what tribunal, in this kingdom, is 
not full of his labours ? Others have been only 
speculators ; he is the grand practical reformer i 
and whilst the chancellor of the exchequer pledges 
in vain the man and the minister, to increase the 
provincial members, Mr. Benfield has auspiciously 
and practically begun it. Leaving far behmd him 
even lord Camelford's generous design of bestow-* 
ing Old Sarum on the bank of England, Mr. Ben^ 
field has thrown in the borough of Cricklade to 
reinforce the county representation. Not content 
with this, in order to station a steady phalanx for 

all 
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ail future retbnss, tins pubiick-^iri^^i u<>ui\n\ 
aondst bia cbaritajDie tou& tut' tiie reiu^^t i,>i lvKti;.\, 
dU not tor^ tne poor roGdeot coo^cuvkliuit) olf bU 
asdve ccmntrv; For her, he dkt iK>t vU^^vUin tu 
stBBp to the trade at a wholesale upl\alstcvor tuv 
this hoBSflv ^ tnmibQ it; aot wuh the l^vtcU tu|>u- 
d(rv figorea: of antiquated m^v'iX^ suvh ^ UucoriUi^, 
itfld may re{miach sooie i>tber houses, but Mitll 
reai^ solid, lining paliteros^ Oif trtie nmdciu viitiiu. 
Paul Benfiedd aiade (reckouiug himsalt) m tuucr 
tfam djght members iq lite last parliament. Wluil* 
copicma stxBsms of |Kire blooil must b(3 wui Imvu 
fraiwfijBrd> into the Yeius of the prt^smU I 

But what B even more striking i\m\ thu li^al 
aenicet o£ this new-iaiported p^Uiuti U UU uui- 
de^. As soon as he bad confcrridd thiii tii^iiutit 
im the cQostitutioQ, he withdrew hhh»pU i\u\H 
oat applaose. He conceived that thu (Uuit^« ui i^ 
raemlier of pariiamait (which with the ^\mi iullli* 
fill, tlietrae believers, the J^tatfl ui |mi|mifii^filMiy 
reform, arc of little or no nierll, |iMrhif|i» m^H 
much better than speciouii ahin) iiu^ltt h^ f««i M/i;ll 
attended to in India as in KngtdUili mu\ U^u Mii^fiM4 
of reformation to parliuinent iliifclfi b<i f^r btlli^r 
provided Mr. Benfield wun tUtfttum m ^tuiULf 
elected, than he set oft' for Mtt/lr<i8, Hud dt httU(it.*d 
the longing eyes of parllttuieut We Imvo never 
enjoyed in this house the luxury of heholdiuij; that 
minion of the human lace^ anU coutatnplating tbat^ 

visage, 
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visage, which ha& so long reflected the happineSd 
of notions. 

It was ther^ore not possible for the minister 
to consult personally with this great man. What 
dien was he to do? Through a sagacity that never 
£uled him in these pursuits^ he found out in Mn 
Benfield s representative, his j&xact resemblance. 
A specifick attraction by which lie gravitates to^ 
wards all such characters, soon brought our minis* 
ter into a close connection with Mr. Benfield's 
agent and attorney ; that is, with the grand con* 
tractor (whom I name to honour) Mr. Richard 
Atkinson ; a name that will be well remembered 
as long as the records of this house^ as long as the 
records of the British treasury, as long as the mo- 
numental debt of England shall endure. 

Tins gentleman, Sir, acts as attorney for Mn 
Paul Benfield. Every one who hears me, is well 
acquainted with the sacred friendship, and the 
steady mutual attachment that subsists between 
him and the present minbter. As many mem- 
bers as chose to attend in the first session of this 
parliament, can best tell their own feelings at the 
scenes which were then acted. How much that ' 
honourable gentleman was consulted in the origi* 
nal frame and fabrick of the bill, commonly called 
Mr. Pitts India bill, is matter only of conjecture; 
though by no means difficult to divine. But the 
public was an indignant witness qi the ostenta* 

tion 
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tion with which the measure was made his own^ 
and the authority with which he brought up 
clause after clause, to stuff and fatten the rankness 
of that corrupt act. As fast as the clauses were 
brought up to the table they were accepted. No 
hesitation ; no discussion. They were received by 
the new minister, not with approbation, but with 
implicit submission. The reformation may be es^ 
timated by seeing who was the reformer. Paul 
Benfield's associate and agent was held up to the 
world as legislator of lodos tan. But it was neces- - 
sary to authenticate the coalition between the men 
of intrigue in India, and the minister of intrigue 
in England, by a studied display of the power of 
this their connecting link. Every trusty every 
honour, every distinction, was to be heaped upon 
him. He was at once made a dkector of the India 
company; made an alderman of London ; and to 
be made, if ministry could prevail (and I am sorry 
to say how near, ho^ very near they were pre- 
railing), representative of tlie capital of this king* 
dom. But to secure his services against all risk, 
he was brought in for a ministerial borough* On 
bis part, he was not wanting in zeial tor the com- 
mon cause. His advertisements j^hew U» motives, 
and the mei'its upon which he stood. For your 
minister, this worn«out veteran submitted to enter 
into the dusty field of the London contest ; and 
you all remember, that in the same virtuous cause 
Vol. IV. X hf 
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he submitted to keep a sort of publick office or 
counting-house, where the whole business of the 
last general election was managed. It wa'S openly 
managed by the direct agent and attorney of Ben- 
field. It was snaxiaged upon India priociplesy 
a:nd for an Indian interest This was the golden 
cup of abominations : this the chalice of the for- 
nications of rapine, usury, and oppres»ou, which 
was held out by tiie gorgeous eastern harlot ; whacfa 
so many of the people, so' many of the noUea of 
• this land had drained to the very dtegi^ Do 
you ttiink that no reckonif)^ was to follow this 
lewd debauch? that no payment was to be de* 
manded for this riot of publick drunkenness and 
national prostitution? Heret you have it here 
before you. The principal of the grand election 
manager must be indemnified; accordingly the 
claims of Benfield and his crew omst be put above 
all inquiry. 

For several years, Benfield appeared as the chief 
proprietor, as well as the chief agent, director, and 
controller, of tiiis system of debt The worthy 
chairman of the company has staled the claiois of 
this single gentleman on the nabob q£ Aroot, as 
amounting to five hundred thousand pound*. 
Possibly at the time of &e cbainnan*s rtate they 
might have been as high. Eight hundred thou- 
sand pound had been mentioned sppse time be- 

• Mr. Smith's protest. 

fore; 
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fore*; And according to tbe practice of shifting 
the naiaes q( cfeditors in these tnuisactions, and 
reduciog or fbising the ddbt itself at pleasure, I 
think it not iiDpoBsible, that at one period, the 
name of Benfieid might have stood before those 
inghtfiil &guteB. But taj best information gm& 
to jBx bis share no higher than four hundred 
thousand pounds. By the- seheme of the preseat 
tniobtry for adding to the principal twelve per 
cent, from tbe year 1777 to the year 1781, 
four hundred fbotlstod pounds^ that sttiallest of 
the aiinls ever maitioned for Mr. Beiifield, will 
form a capital of 59^,0001. at six per cent. Thm^ 
besides the arrears of three years^ amouBtidg to 
I06i600h (wbieb, as fast a^ received^ may be io» 
gs% lent out at twelve per cent) BcnAeld bos 
roeeit^d by tbe miilisterial grant before, a& «&• 
Bttiky of 35|52&iL a year^ charg^ oa Ibe pubbck 
Fev^nues. 

Oar Bdirror of ministers of finance, did not 
tbiak tiiis enough for the seirvices of Such a friend 
as^B^i^UL He found tiiat lord Macartney, in 
order to fr^bteo the court of directors froin the 
prefect of- ofaiigiiig the nabob to gf V9 soucar se- 
eori^' for bia debt, assured them, that if they 
fkmdd take that step^ Benfieid f would infallibly 
be tiae soncasr; «id would thereby become tbe 

* Madras correspondence on this subject. 
t AppendU, No. 6. 

X 2 entira 




308 SPEECH OV THE 

entire master of the Carnatick. What lord Macart- 
ney thought sufficient to deter the very agents and 
partakers with fienfield in his iniquities^ was the 
inducement to the two right honourable gentle- 
men to order tins very soucar security to be giveo^ 
and to recal fienfield to the city of Madras, from 
the sort of decent. exile, into which he had been 
relegated by lord Macartney. You must therefore 
consider Benfield, as soucar security for 480,000/. 
a year, which at twenty*four per cent, (supposing, 
him contented with that profit) will, with the in- 
terest of his old debt, produce an annual income 
of 149,520/. a year. 

Here is a specimen of the new and pure aristo- 
cracy created by the right honourable gentleman *, 
as the support of the crown and constitution, 
against the old, corrupt, refractory, natural inte- 
rests of this kingdom ; and this is the grand coun- 
terpoise against all odious coalitions of these inte^ 
rests. A single Benfield outweighs them all; a 
criminal, who long since ought to have fattened 
the region kites with his offal, is, by his majesty's 
ministers, enthroned in the government of a great 
kingdom,' and enfeoffed with an estate, which in 
the comparison effaces the splendour of all the no- 
bility of Europe. To bring a little more distinctly 
into view the true secret of this dark transaction, 

* Right honourable William Pitt. 

Ibeg 
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I beg you particularly to advert to the circum* 
stances which I am going to place before you. 

The general corps of creditorsi as well as Mr. 
Benfield himself, not looking well into futurity, 
nor presaging the minister of this day, thought it 
not expedient for their common interest, that such 
a name as his should stand at the head of their list. 
It was therefore agreed amongst them, that Mr. 
Benfield should disappear by making over his debt 
to Messrs. Taylor, Majendie, and Call, and should 
in return be secured bv their bond. 

The debt thus exmierated of so great a weight 
of its odium, and otherwise reduced from its 
alarming bulk, .the agents thought they might 
venture to print a list of the creditors. This was 
done for the first time in the year 1783| during 
the duke of Portland's administration. In this 
list the name of Benfield was not to be seen. To 
this strong negative testimony was added the 
further testimony of the nabob of Arcot The 
prince * (or rattier Mr. Benfield for him) writes 
to the court of directors a Letter f full of com* 
plaints and accusations against lord Macartney, 

^ Appendix, No. 10. 

t Dated 13th October. For further iJlustratipn of die style 
in whicU these letters were written, and the principles 
fvfaich they proceed, see letters from the nabob to the court 
of directors, dated August l6*lh, and September 7th, 17S3, 
delivered by Mr. James Macpherson, minister to the nabob, 
January 14lh, 1784. Appendix, No. 10. 
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conveyed in such terms as were natural for one of 
Air. Benfield's habits and education to employ. 
Amongst the rest he is made to complain of his 
lordship's endeavouring to prevent an intercourse 
of politeness and sentiment between him and Mr. 
Benfield ; and to aggravate the affront, he ex- 
pressly declares Mr. Bcnfield's visits to be only 
on account of respect and of gratitude, as no pe* 
cuniary transaction subsisted between them. 

Such, for a considerable space of time, was the 
outward form of the loan of 1777, in which Mr. 
Benfield had no sort of concern. At length in- 
telligence arrived at Madcas, that this debt, which 
had always been renounced by the court of direc- 
tors, was ratiier like to become the subject of some- 
thing more like a criminal inquiry, than of any 
patronage or sanction from parliament. Every ship 
brought accounts, one stronger than the other, 
of the prevalence of the determined enemies of 
the Indian system. The public k revenues became 
an object desperate to the hopes of Mr. Benfield ; 
he therefore resolved to fall upon his associates, 
and, in viofation of that faith which subsists among 
those who have abandoned all other, cominet^ces 
a suit in the mayor*s court against Taylor, Majen- 
die, and Call, for the bond given to him, when he 
agreed to disappear for hia own benefit as well as 
that of the common concern. The assignees of his 
debt, who little exp^ted the springing of this mine^ 

even 
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evea firom sodi an w i gi i i e Bi as Mr. Beofidd after 
rBoavering their first ahnn, Ihoi^^t it best Id take 
graund OQ the real state of the transai^OQ. They 
divulged the whole mjstery, aod irere prepareti 
t0 plead that they had never received from Mr. 
Benfield any other consideration for the bond, 
than a transfer, in trust for himself of bis demand 
on the nabob of Arcot Au universal iudignatioa 
arose against the perfidy of Mr. Benfield's proceed- 
ing : the event of the suit was looked* upon as so 
certain, that fienfield was compelled to retreat as 
predpkately as he had advanced boldly ; he gave 
np his bond, and was reinstated in his original 
demand, lo wait the fortune of other claimants^ 
At that time, and ai Madras, this hope was dull 
indeed ; but at home another scene was prepariug. 
It was long before any publick account of this 
discovery at Madras liad arrived in England, that 
the present minister and his board of control, 
thought fit to determine oa the debt of 1777. 
The recorded ^oceedings at this time knew no* 
Aing of any debt to Benfield. There was his 
own testimony; there was the testimony of tba 
list ; there was the testimony of the nabob of Ar« 
cot against it Yet such was {he ministers' feeling 
<^f \be true secret of this transaction, that they 
thought proper, in the teeth of all these testiaio^ 
dies, to give him licence to return to Mtdraa. 
"flere the minisljers were under some embarrass*- 

ment 
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ment Confounded between their resolution of 
rewarding the good services of Benfield's friends, 
and associates in England, and the shame of send- 
ing that notorious incendiary to the court of the 
nabob of Arcot, to renew his intrigues against the 
British government, at the time they authorize 
his return, they forbid him under the severest 
penalties, from any conversation with the nabob 
or bis ministers ; that, is, they forbid his commu- 
nication with the very person on account of his 
dealings with whom they permit his return to 
that city. To overtop this contradiction, there 
is not a word restraining him from tlie freest in- 
tercourse with the nabob's second son, the reul 
author of all that is done in the nabob s name ; 
who, in conjunction with this v^ry Benfield, has 
acquired an absolute dominion over that unhappy 
man, is able to persuade him to put his signature 
to whatever paper they please, and often without 
any communication of the contents. This ma- 
nagement was detailed to them at full length by 
lord Macartney, and they cannot pretend igno* 
ranee of it*. 

I believe, after this exposure of facts, no man 
can entertain a doubt of the collusion of ministers 
•with the corrupt interest of the delinquents in Inr 
dia. Whenever those in authority provide for the 
interest of any person, on the real but concealed 

* Appendix, No. 6. 

state 
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^tate of his affairs, without regard to bis avowed, 
publick, and ostensible pretences, it must be pre- 
sumed that they are in confederacy with him, be- 
cause they act for him on the same fraudulent 
principles on which he acts for himself. It is plain, 
that the ministers were fully apprised of Benfield's 
real situation, which he had used means to con- 
ceal, whilst concealment answered his purposes. 
They were, or the person on whom they relied 
was, of the cabinet council of Benfield, in the very 
depth of all his mysteries. An honest magistrate 
€;pmpels men to abide by one stoi^. An equi- 
table judge would not hear of the claim of a man 
i\'bo had himself thought proper to renounce it. 
With such a judge his shuffling and prevarication 
would have damned his claims; such a judga 
never would have known, but in order to animad- 
vert upon proceedings of that character. 

I have thus laid before you, Mr. Speaker, I 
think with sufficient clearness, the connexion of 
the ministers with Mr. Atkinson at the general 
election ; I have laid open to you the connexion 
of Atkinson with Benfield ; I have shewn Benfield's 
employment of his wealth, in creating a parlia- 
mentary interest, to procure a ministerial protec- 
tion ; I have set before your eyes his large con- 
C^n in the debt, his practices to hide that con* 
cern from the publick eye, and the liberal protec- 
tion which he has received from the minister. If 

this 




316 . SPEECH OK THE , 

East. ludia delinquents, but that they have only 
formed an alliance with them for screening each 
other from justice, according to the exigence of 
their several necessities. That they have done so 
is evident ; and the junction of the power of office 
in England^ with the abuse of authority in the 
cast, has not only prevented even the appeiirance 
of redress to the grievances of India, but I wish it 
may not be found to have dulledi if not extin* 
guished, the honour, the candour, the generosity 
the good nature, which used formerly to charac- 
terize the people of England. I confess, I wish that 
some more feeling than I have yet observed for 
tlie suffering's of our fellow-creatures and fellow^ 
subjects in that oppressed part of the world, had 
manifested itself in any one quarter of the king- 
dom, or in any one large description of men. 

That these oppressions exist, is a fact no more 
denied, than it is resented as it ought to be. 
Much evil has been dpnein India under the British 
authority. What has been done to redress it? 
We are no longer surprised at any thing. We 
are above the unlearned and vulgar passion of ad- 
miration. But it will astonish posterity, when they 
read our opinions in our actions, that after years 
of inquiry we have found out that the sole grie- 
vance of India consisted in this, that the servants 
of the company there bad not profited enough of 
their opportunities nor drained it su^cien^y of 

Its 
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Us treasures; when they shall hear that the very 
first and only important act of a commission spe- 
cially named by act of parliament, is to charge 
upon an undone country, in favour of a handful 
of men in the humblest ranks of th^ publick ser- 
vice, the enormous sum of perhaps four millions 
of sterling money. 

It is difficult for the most wise and upright go- 
vernment to correct the abuses of remote delegated 
power, productive of unmeasured wealth, and pro- 
tected by the boldness and strength of the same 
ill-sot riches. These abuses, full of their own v^ild 
native vigour, will grow and flourish under mere 
neglect But where the supreme authority, not 
content with winking at the rapacity of its infe- 
riour instruments, is so shameless and corrupt as- 
bpenly to give bounties and premiums for disobe- 
dience to its laws ; when it will hot trust to' the 
activity of avarice in the pursuit of its own gains ; 
when it secures publick robbery by all the careful 
jealousy and attention with which it ought to pro- 
tect property from such violence ; the common- 
wealth then is become totally perverted from its 
purposes ; neither God nor man will long endure 
k ; nor will it long endure itself* In that case, 
there is an tihnaturiil infection, a pestilential taint * 
fermenting in the constitution of society, which 
fever and convulsions of some kind or other must 
throw off; or in which the vital powers, worsted 

in 
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ia an unequal struggle, are pushed back upon, 
themselves, and by a reversal <d theirwbole func- 
tions, fester to gangrene, to death ; and instead of 
what was but just now the delight and boast of 
the creation, there will be cast out in the face of 
the sun, a bloated, putrid, noisome carcass, full of 
stench and poison, an offence, a horrour, a lesson 
to the world. 

In my opinion, we ought not to wait for the 
fruitless instruction of calamity to inquire into the 
abuses which bring upon us ruin in the worst of 
its forms, in the loss of our fame and virtue^ But 
the right honourably gentleman "* says, ia answer 
to all the powerful arguments of my honourable 
friend — ^^ that this inquiry is of a delicate nature, 
*^ and that the state will su6fer detriment, by the 
'^ exposure of this transaction." But it is exposed; 
it is perfectly known in every u^ember^ in eveiy 
particle, and in every way, ei^cept that which, may 
lead to a remedy. He knows that the papers of 
correspondence are printed, and that they an^ ia 
every hand- 

He and delicacy are 9. rare and a singular coafi* 
tion. He thinks that to divulge our. Indian poU* 
ticks, may be highly dangerous. He ! the mover ! 
tbe . chairman ! the reporter of the committee of 
secrecy! be that brought forth ia the utmost de- 
tail^ ia several vast^ printed folios^ the xnost recoo* 

* Mr. Dttodas, 

dite 
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dite- parts of the politicks, the military, the i^- 
venues erf the British empire in India ! With six 
gi-eat chopping bastards,* each as lusty as an in- 
fant Hercules, this delicate creature blushes at the 
sight of his new bridegi*oom, assumes a virgin de* 
licacy ; or, to use a more fit, as well as a more 
poetick comparison, the person so squeamish, s0 
timid, so trembling lest the winds of heaven i^bouM 
visit too roughly, is expanded to broad sunsbine> 
exposed like the sow of imperial augury, iyiog ia 
the mud with all the prodigies of her fertij,kjr 
about her, as evidence of her delicate amours—^ 
Triginta capilum fast us enixa jacebat, alba sob 
recubans albi circum ubera naiL 

WTiilst discovei^ of the misgovernment of otliens 
led to his own power, it was wise to inquire ; it 
was safe to publish : there was tbea no delicacy ; 
there was then no danger. But when his object 
is obtained, and in his imitation he has outdone the 
crimes that he bad reprobated in volumes of i^e- 
ports, and in sheets of bills of pains and penalties; 
then concealment becomes prudence ; and it con- 
cerns the safety of the state, that we should nqt 
know, io a mode of parliamentary cognizance, 
what all the world knows but too well, that is, in 
wliat manner he chooses to dispose of the publick 
revenues to the creaturea of his politicks. 

4 

• Six Reports of the Committ^ of Secrecy*. 

The 
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The debate has been long, and as much so on 
my part^ at least, as on the part of those who have 
spoken before me. But long as it is, the OKH'e ma* 
terial half of the subject has hardly been touched 
on ; that is, the corrupt and destructive system to 
which this debt has been rendered subservient, and 
which seems tb be pursued with at least as much 
vigour and regularity as ever. If I considered 
your ease or my own, rather than the weight and 
importance of this question, I ought to make some 
apology to you, perhaps some apology to>.mysel^ 
for having detained your attention so long. I 
know on what ground I tread. This subject, at 
one time taken up with so much fervour and zeal^ 
is no longer a favourite in this house. The bouse 
itself has undergone a great and signal revolution. 
To some the subject is strange and uncouth; to ae- 
veral harsh and distasteful ; to the reliques of the 
last parliament it is a matter of fear and appreheo^ 
sion. It is natural for those who have seen their 
friends sink in the tornado which raged during 
the late shift of the monsoon, and have hardly es- 
caped on the planks of the general wreck, it is but 
too natural for them, as soon as they make the 
rocks and quicksands of their former disasters, to 
put about their new-built barks, and, as much as 
possible, to keep aloof from this perilous lee shore. 

But let us do what we please to put India from 
our tfaoug|hts> we can do nothing to separate it 

fioim 
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from our publick interest and our national fepq* 
tatiori. Our attelnpts to banish this importufiate^ 
duty, will only make it return upon us again and 
again, and every time in a shape more unpleasant 
than the former. A government has been fabri- 
cated for that great province ; the right honour- 
able gentleman says, that therefore you ought not 
to examine into its conduct. Heavens ! what an 
argument is this ! We are not to examine into l3ie 
conduct of the direction, because it is an old go- 
vernment : we are not to examine into this board 
of controul, because it is a new one. Then we are 
only to examine into the Qonduct of those who 
have no conduct to account for. Unfortunately 
the basis of this new government has; been laid on 
old condemned delinquents, and its superstructure 
is raised out of persecutors turned into protectors. 
The event has been such as might be expected. 
But if it had been otherwise constituted ; had it 
been constituted even as I wished, and as the mover 
cf this question had planned, the better part of the 
proposed establishment was in the publicity of its 
proceedings : in its perpetualres ponsibility to par- 
liament. Without this check, what is our govern- 
ment at home, even aiwed, as every European go- 
vernment is, by an- audience formed of the other 
states of Europe, by the applause or condemnation. 
of the discerning and critical company before 
which it acts ? But if the scene on the other side of 
Vol. IV. , y the 
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the globe, which tempts, invites^ almost compels 
to tynmny and rapine, be not inspected wiih the 
eye of a severe and unremitting vigilance, shame 
and destruction must ensue^ For one, the worst 
event of this day, though it may deject, shall not 
hredk or Mbdue iiie. The call upon us is authori- 
(ative« L^t who wHl shrink back, I shall be found 
at my post Baffled, discountenanced, subdued 9 
discredited, as the cause of justice and humanity is, 
it will be only the dearer to me. * Whoever there- 
fore shall at any time bring before you any thing 
towards the relief of our distressed fellow-citizens 
in India, and towards a subversion of the present 
most corrupt and oppressive system for its govern- 
ment, in me shall find, a weak, I am afraid,^ but a 
steady, earnest^ and faithful assistant. 
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No. I. 

CLAUSES OF MB. Firi's BILL. 

Referred to from p. 802. 

Appointing Commissioners to inquire into the fees, 
gratuities,^ perquisites^ emoluments, wliicii are,, 
or have been lately, received in the several pub« 
lick offices therein mentioned ; to examine into ' 
any abuses which may exist in the same, 8cc* 

J%.ND be it further enacted, that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the said comrni$sioneri| 
or aoy two of them, and they are hereby impow* 
erecl, authorized, and required, to esamine upon 
oath (which oath they, or any two of them, are 
hereby authorized to adnJnister) the several per' 
sons, of all descriptions, belonging to any of the 
offices or departments liefore mentioned^ and all 
other persons whom the said commrnkmers^ M 
any two of tbeoi, shall tbink fit t^ exmuUf^f 
toacbing the business of each othct ift dq;«rtm^f ^^ 

T 3 Ul4 
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and the fees^ gratuities^ perquisites^ and emoluments 
taken therein^ and touching all other matters and 
things necessary for the execution of the powers 
vested in the said commissioners by this act ; all 
which persons are hereby required and directed 
punctually to attend the said commissioners, at 
such time and place as they^ or any two of them^ 
shall appoint, and also to observe and execute suck 
orders and directions as the said commissioners, or 
any two of them, shall make or give for the pur- 
poses before mentioned. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that the said commissioners, or any two of them, 
shall be, and are hereby impowered to examine 
inta any corrupt and fraudulent practices, or other 
misconduct, committed by any person of persons 
concerned io the management of any of tbe offices 
or departments hereinbefore mentioned ; and, for 
the better execution of this present act, the said 
commissioners, or any two of them ate hereby au^ 
thorized to meet and sity from time to time, in sud$ 
place or places as they shall Jind most coffoenimtj 
with or without adjournment, and to send their pre^ 
cept or precepts, under their hands and seals, for 
any person or persons whatsoever, and for such 
books, papers, writings, or records, as thof shall 
judge necessary for their information, relating to 
any of the offices or departments hereinbefore men^ 
tioned; and all bailiffs, constables,, sheriffs, and 

other 
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•ther hianu^sty's <^cer», are hereby required to 
obey and execute such orders and precepts qforc 
said, as shall be sent to them or any of them by the 
send commissioners, or any two of them, touclang 
the premises. 



APPENDIX, No. 2. 
iUferred to from p. 208. 

«ABOB OF ABCOt's DEBTS. 

ME. GEORGE SMITH being asked.Whether 
the debts of the nabob of A root bave increased 
since he kaevr Madras ? he said, Yes, they have. 
He diatiDguishes his debts into two sorts ; -^ose . 
contracted before the year 1766, aad those con- 
tradied from that year to the year in which he left 
Madras. — Being asked, Wh^t he tliinks is the ori- 
ginal amount of the old debts ? he said, Between 
twenty-three , and twenty-four lacks of pagodas, as 
■well as be can recollect — B^ng asked. What was 
the amount of that debt when he left Mtulraa ? be 
said, Between four and 6ve lacks of pagodas, as 
he uoderstood.—- -Being asked, What was th^ 
amount of the new debt wben he left Madrast) 
be said, In November, 1777, that 
according to the nabob's owa ac 
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lished at Chipauk, bis place of residence, to sixty 
lacks df pagodas, independent of the old debt, 
on which debt of sixty lacks of pagodas, the na- 
bob did agree to pay an interest of twelve per cent, 
per annunii — Being asked, Whether this debt was 
approved of by the court of directors? he said. 
He does not know it was. — ^Being asked. Whether 
the old debt was recognised by the court of direc- 
tors? he said, Yes, it has been ; and the court of 
directors have sent out repeated orders to the pre- 
sident and council of M^dra$» to edforce its reco- 
very and payment. — Being asked, If the interest 
upon the new debt is punctually paid? he said, It 
was not during his residence at Madras, from 1777 
to ' 17 f9i in which period he thinks no more than 
five per cent, interest was paid,' in different divi- 
dends of two and one 'per cent. — Being askcd^ 
Whiit is the usual course taken by the nabob, con- 
cerning the arrears 6f interest ? he said; Not hav- 
ing ever lent him monifes hiindelf, he cannot fally 
«n$wer as to the mode of settling the interest 
with hibo.' ' ' 

Being dsked, Whether he has reason to believe 
the sixiTy fadks of pagodas^^as all principal naoney 
really and truly advjihced to the nabob of Arco^ 
or a fictitious capital, made up of obligations given 
by him, where no money or goods were received, 
or which was increased by the uniting into it a 
grieater interest than the 1 2 per cent, expressed to 



' '~«. 
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be due on the capital? he said, He has QO reason 
to believe that the fiuiii of sixty lacks of pagodas 
was lent in money or goods to the nabobs because 
that sum he thinks is of more value than all the 
money, goods, and chattels in the settlement; but 
he does not know in what mode or manner this 
debt of the nabob's was incurred or accumulated. 
iBeing asked, Whether it was not a general aod 
lii eli-girounded opinion at IVIadras, that a great parj 
of this sum was accumulated by obligations^ axi4 
Was for services performed or to be performeqi 
for the nabob? he said, lie has beard that a part 
of this debt was given for tbe purposes mentioned 
in the above question, but he does not know that 
it was so.»-^Being asked^ Whether it was the ge- 
heral opinion of the settlement ? be said, He can^ 
not say that it was the general opinion, but it was 
the opinion of a considerable part of the j^ttle^ 
ment Being asked. Whether it.was the declared 
opinion of those that were concerned in the debt, 
or those that were not? he said, It was the opinion 
of both parties, at least such of them as he con^ 
versed with.^^-^Being asked, Whether he has reasoa 
to believe that the interest really paid by the na-: 
tob, upon obligations given, or money lent, did 
not frequently exceed 12 per cent. ? — he said, Prior 
to the first of August .1774, he had had reason to 
believe, that a higher interest than 12 per centi, 
was paid by the nabob on naonies Iciqt.tP bioi; 

but 
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but from and after that period, when the last act 
of parliament took place in India^ he does not 
know that more than 1 2 per cent, had been pai4 
by the nabob, or received from him.TT-B^ing ask- 
ed, Whether it is not his opinion, that the nfibob 
has paid more than 1 2 per cent, for money due 
since the 1st of August 1774? h^ said, he has heard 
that he has, but he does not know it — Being 
asked. Whether he has been told so by any consi- 
derable and weighty authority, that was Uke to 
know ? he said, He has been so informed by per- 
sons who he believes had a very good opportu- 
nity of knowing it. — Being asked^ whether he w as 
ever told so by the nabob of Arcot himself? he 
said, He does not recollect that the nabob of Arcot 
directly told him so, but from what he said, he 
did infer that he paid a higher interest than I2{ 
per cent. 

Mr. Smith being asked. Whether, in the course 
of trade, he ever sold any thing to the nabob of 
Arcot? he said, In the year 1775 he did sell to the 
nabob of Arcot pearls to the amount of 32,500 
pagodas, for which the nabob gave him an order 
or tankah on the country of Tanjore, payable in 
six months, without interest-r— Being asked, Whe- 
ther, at the time he asked the nabob his price for 
the pearls, the nabob beat down that price, aa 
dealers commonly do? he said, No; so far from 
it, he onered bim more tb^ he asked by 1,000 
* ■ pagoda^ 
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pagodas, and which he rejected. Being asked* 
Whether 4n settling a transaction of discount with 
the nabob's agent, he was not offered a greats 
-tiiscountthan 1£/. percent, he said, In discounting 
a soucar'&bill for 180,000 pagodas, the nabob's 
agent did offer hioi a discount of 24 p^r cent, pqr 
annuo), saying, Ithat it was the usual rate of dis- 
count paid by the nabob ; but which he would 
not accept of, thinking himself confined by the 
act of parliament limiting the interest of monies 
to ] S per cent and aecordipgly he discounted the 
]>iU at 19 per cent per annum only. — Beipgasked^ 
Whether he does not think those offers were made' 
bim, bocause the nabob thpugbt he was a persoa 
of some consequence in the settlement? he sai4#* 
Being only a private merchant, he apprehendt 
that the offer was made to him more from itt 
being a genera] practice, than from any opimoq 
of his importaQce, 



APPENDIX. 



£ 



s 



APPENDIX, NO. 3. 



APPENDIX, No. 3. 

Referred to from p. 288. 

A BII^L for the better government of the terrjto* 
rial possessions and dependencies in India* 

4 

[One of Mr. Foxs India Bills.} 

AND be it further enacted by the authority 
tfbresaidy that the nabob of Arcot, the rajah of 
T^^njove^ or any other native protected prince in 
India, shall not assign, mortgage, or pledge any 
territory or land whatsoever, or the produce or 
levenue thereof, to any British subject whatsoever ; 
neither shall it be lawful to and for any British sub* 
ject whateoever to take or receive any such assign^* 
nient, mortgage, or pledge ; and . the same are 
hereby declared to be null and void ; and all pay-* 
nients or deliveries of produce or revenue, under 
any such assignment, shall and may be recovered 
back by such native prince paying or delivering 
the same, from the person or persons-receiving tlic 
same^ or his or their representatives. 
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Referred to from p. 262 and p, Q6S. 

(COPY.) 

&7th May, 1782. 

LETTER from the Committee of assigned Reve* 
nue, to the President and Select Xommittce, 
dated 27th May, l7j5S ; with cbniparativp state- 
ment| land minute thereon, 

Tp the Right Honourable Lord M^c artvey, IS^lS. 
Priesident, and Governour/&c. Select Committer 
of Fort St. Georgel 



'. » /. I . »' ,• ;.'»-•,; i •-;;/.. i« (.Ui 



My Lord, and Gentlemen, 

ALTIJOUGJJ we h^vc, in obedience to your 
commands of the 5tih January, regularly laid be-^ 
lore you our proceedings at large, and have oc* 
casiohally addressed ybuf upon siich points as re« 
quired ypur resolutions or orders fbr our guid- 
ance, we still thiiik it tiecessary to collect and di- 
gest in a siimnjary report/ ^hose transactions in 
the manageiiient of the assigned revenue, which 
have "pl-incipklly engaged oxxt attention, Hhd which,^ 
upon tbe proceeding, are too ittuch^ ibteirmlx^ 
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with ordinary occurrences to be readily traced 
•nd understood. 

Such a report may be formed with the greater 
propriety at this time, when your lordship, &c. 
have been pleased to conclude your arrangements 
lor the rent of several of the nabob's districts. 
Our aim in it is briefly to explain the state of the 
Curoatkk at the period of the nabob's assignment ; 
the particular causes which existed, to the preju- 
dice of that assignment, after it was made ; and 
ib? measures which your lordship, &c* have, upon 
our recommendation, adopted for removing those 
causes, and introducing a pore regular and bene- 
ficial system of management in the country, 

Hyder Ally having entered the Carnatick with 
bis whole force, about the middle of July, 1780, 
and employed fire and sword in its destruction for 
near eighteen montba before the nabob's assign- 
ment took place, it will not be difficult to oon- 
ceive the state of the country at that period. In 
those provinces which were fully exposed to the 
ravages of horse, 9Cfirce a vestijge ranained either 
of population or ngriculture : such of the miserable 
]nhabitai){s a^ escaped the fiuy of the sword were 
either carried into the Mysore country, or left to 
struggle under, th^ horrours of famine. The Ar- 
cot and TricMnppoly districts b^an early to feel 
the.efiects qf tbjs desolating war, TipneveUyjt 
]^aduFa, and Rsunnadaporum, though little infest* 

e4 
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ed with Hyder'^ trootis, became a prey to the in- 
cursions of the Polygars, who stript ttnem oi the 
greatest part of the revenues; Ongole, NeUbre^ 
and Painaud, the only remaining districts^' had 
suffered but in a small degree. 

The misfortunes of war, however, were not tlie 
only evils which the Carnatick axperienced. The 
nabob^s aumildarsi and other servants, appear to 
have taken advantage of the general confusion to 
enrich themselves. A very small part of the reve- 
nue was accounted for ; and so high were the or^ 
dmary expences of every district, that double the 
apparent produce of the whole country would not 
have satisfied them. 

In this state, which we believe is no way exag-* 
gerated, the company took charge of the assigned 
countries. Their prospect of relief from the heavy 
burthens of the war, was indeed but littte advanced 
by the nabob's concession ; and the revenues of 
the Carnatick seemed in danger of being irrecovo* 
raUy lost, unless a speedy and entire change of 
system could be adopted. 

On our minutes of the 2 1 st January, we treated 
the subject of the assignment at some length, and 
pointed out the mischiefs which, in addition to 
the efiects of the war, had ariseti from what we 
conceived to be wrong and oppressive manage^ 
iAent«-^We used the freedom to suggest an entire 
alteration in the mode of realizing the revenues^ 

We 
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We proposed a considerable and immediate re« 
ductioD of expencesy and a total change of the 
principal aumildars who had been employed 
under the nabob. 

Our ideas had the good fortune to receive your 
approbation ; but the removal of the nabob's ser^ 
vants being thought improper at that particular 
period of the coUectionSi we employed our attenr 
tion chiefly in preserving what revenue was left 
the country, and acquiring such materials as might 
lead to a more perfect knowledge of its former and 
present state. 

These pursuits, as we apprehended^ met with 
great obstructions from the conduct of the na- 
bob's servants. The orders they received were 
evaded under various pretexts.; no attention was 
paid to the strong and repeated applications made 
to them for the accounts of their management ; 
and their attachment to the company's interest 
appeared^ in every instance, so feeble, that we saw 
no prospect whatever of success, but in the ap- 
pointment of renters under the company's sole 
authority. 

Upon this principle we judged it expedient to 
recommend, that such of the nabob's districts as 
were in a state to be farmed out, might be im- 
mediately let by a publick advertisement, issued 
in the company's name^ and circulated through 
every province of the Carnatick; and with the 

view 
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Tiew of encouraging bidders^ we proposed, that 
the countries inijcht be advertised for the whole 
period of the nabob's assignment, and the security 
,<^{ the company's' protection promised^ in the 
fullest manner, to such persons as might become 
renters. 

This plan had the desired effect ; and the at-' 
tempts which were secretly made to counteract itp, 
afforded an unequivocal proof of its necessity: 
but the advantages resulting from it were more* 
pleasingly evinced, by the number of proposaUi 
that were delivered, and by the terms which were 
in general offered for the districts intended to be 
farmed out. 

Having so far attained the purposes of the assign- 
ment, our attention was next turned to the heavy 
expences entailed upon the different provinces; 
and here, we confess, our astonishment was raised 
to the highest pitch. In the Trichinopoly coun- 
try, the standing disbursements appeared, by the 
nabob's own accounts, to be one lack of rupees 
more than the receipts. In other districts, the 
charges were not in so high a proportion, but stilt 
rated on a most extravagant scale ; and we saw, by 
every account that was brought before us, the ab- 
solute necessity of retrenching considerably in all 
the articles of ex pence. 

Our own reason, aided by such inquiries as we 
were able to make, suggested the alterations we 

have 
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&ave recommended to your lordship^ &c. ixxiiet 
this heard. You will observe, that we have hot 
acted sparingly ; but we chose rather, in cases o^ 
doubt, to incur the hazard of retrenching too 
much, than too little ; because it would hb easier, 
after any stated allowance for eipences, to add 
what might be necessary, than to diminish. We 
hope, however, there will be no material increase 
ID the articles as they now stand. . 

One considerable charge n pon the nabob^s couil* 
try was for extraordinary sibbendies, sepoys, and 
horsemen, who appeared to us to be a very unne- 
cessary incumbrance on the revienue. Your lord- 
ship, &c have determined to receive such of these 
people as will inlist into the company's service, and 
discbarge the rest: This measure will not only re- 
lieve the country of a heavy burthen, but tend 
greatly to fix in the company that kind of autho* 
rity, which is requisite for the due collection of 
the revenues. 

In consequence of your determination respect- 
ing the nabob's sepoys, &c. every charge under 
that head has been strilck out of our account of 
expences. If the whole number of these people 
be enlisted by the company, there will probably 
be no more than sufficient to complete their ordi- 
nary military establishment. But should the pre- 
sent reduction of the nabob's artillery render it 
expedient, after the war, to make any addition to 

the 
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the company s establishment^ for the purposes of 
the assigoed countries ; the expence of such addi* 
UoBy whatever it be, must be deducted fiom tho 
presoat account of savings. 

In coasideriog the charges of the several districts, 
in order to establish better regulations, we were 
careful to discriminate those incurred for troops 
kept, or supposed to be kept up for the defence 
of the country, from those of the sibbendy, ser* 
vants, &c. for the cultivation of the lands, and 
the collection of the revenues, as well as to pay 
attention to such of the established customs of the 
country, ancient privileges of the inhabitants, and 
publick charities, as were necessarily allowed, and 
appeared proper to be continued; but which, 
under the nabob's government were not only 
rated much higher, but had been blended under 
one confused and almost unintelligible title of 
£xpences of the districts; so joined, perhaps, to 
afford pleas and means of secreting and appropri- 
ating great part of the revenues to other purposes 
than fairly ap|)eared ; and certainly betrayed tbo 
utmost neglect and mismanagement, as giving la* 
titude for every species of fraud and oppression* 
Such a system has, in the few latter years of the 
nabob's necessities, brought all his countries into 
tiiat situation, from which nothing but the most 
rigid cecoQomy, strict observance of the conduct 
of managers, and the most cooctUating attention, 

Vol. IV. Z t0 
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to the rights of the inhabitants, can possibly re- 
cover them. 

It now only remains for us to lay before your 
lordship, &c. the inclosedstatementof tbesums at 
ivhich the districts lately advertised have been let, 
tompared with the accounts of their produce deii« 
vered by the nabob, and entered on our proceed* 
10^ of the £ I St January. Likewise a comparative 
view of the former and present expences. 

The nabob's accounts of the produce of these 
districts state, as we have some reason to think, ttie 
Siums which former renters engaged to pay to hioi 
(fuid which were seldom, if ever, made good) and 
not the sums actually produced by the districts ; yet 
we have the satisfaction to observe, that the pre- 
sent aggregate rents, upon an average^ are equal 
to those accounts. Your lordship, &c. cannot in- 
deed expect, that, in the midst of the danger, in- 
vasion, and distress, which assail the Camatick 
on every side, the renters now appointed will be 
able at present to fulfil the terms of their leases ; 
but we truit, from the measures we have taken, 
that very little, if any, of the actual collections 
will be lost, even during the war ; and that on the 
return of peace and tranquillity, the renters will 
have it in their power fully to perform their re- 
spective agreements. 

We much regret that the situation of the Arcot 
province will not admit ci the same settlement 

which 
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which has been made for the other districts*; but 
the enemy being in possession of the capital, toge- 
ther with several other strong holds, and having 
entirely desolated the country, there is little room 
to hope for more from it than a bare subsistence 
' to the few garrisons wj5 have left there. 

We shall not fail to give our attention towards 
obtaining every information respecting this pro« 
vince ; that the present times will permit ; and to 
take the first opportunity to propose-such arrange- 
ments for the management as we may think eli« 
gible. 

We have the honour to be 
Your most obedient 
Humble servants, 

f Charles Oakley ^ 
Eyles Irwin, 
Hall P/umer, 
David Haliburton, 
^.... — .^, George Moubray, 

A true copy, 

J. Hudleston, Sec. 
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APPENDIX, No. 5. 

* 

Referred to from p. S78. 

CASE of certain Persons renting the assigned 
Lands under the authority of the East-India 
Company. 

Extract of a Letter from tiie President and Coun^ 
cil of Fort St. George, 25th May, 1783. 

•* ONE of them [the renters] Ram Chunder 
RauSy was indeed one of those unfortunate rajahs, 
whose country, by being near to the territories of 
the nabobs forfeited its title to independence ; and 
became the prey of ambition and cupidity. This 
man, though not able to resist the company's arms, 
employed in such a deed at the nabob's instigation^ 
had industry and ability. He acquired, by a series 
of services, even the confidence of the nabob ; who 
suffered him to rent apart of the country of which 
he had deprived him of the property. This man 
had afforded no motive for his rejection by the na- 
bob, but that of being ready to engage with the 
company; a motive most powerful indeed, but 
not to be avowed.** 

[This is the person whom the English instru- 
tnents of the nabob of Arcot have had the auda- 
city 
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city to charge with a corrupt transaction with lord 
Macartney ; and, in support of that charge, to 
produce a forged letter tiom his lordship's steward. 
The charge and letter the reader may see in this 
appendix, under the proper head. It is asserted, 
by the unfortunate prince above mentioned, that 
the company first settled on tlie coast of Coro- 
mandel under the protection of one of his ^an- 

* 

cestors. If this be true (and it is far from un- 
likely) the world must judge of the return the de- 
scendant has met with. The case of another of 
the victims, given up by the ministry, though not 
altogether so striking as the former, is worthy of 
attention. It is that of the renter of the province 
of Nellore.] 

" IT is with a wantonness of falsehood, and in- 
difference to detection, asserted to you, in proof 
of the validity of the nabob's objections, that this 
man's failures had already forced us to remove 
him ; though in fact he has continued invariably 
in office ; though our greatest supplies have been 
received from him ; and that, in the disappoint- 
ment of your remittances [the remittances from 
Bengal] and of other resources, the specie sent ua 
from Nello7^e alone has sometimes enabled us to 
carry on the pubiick business ; and that ih^ present 
ejppedition against the French must, without this as- 
sistance from the assignment, have been laid aside, 
or delayed until it might have become too late/' 

[This 
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{This man is by the ministry given over to th^ 
mercy of persons capable of making charges oo^ 
him, '^ with a wantonness ofjatsehoodf and indif^ 
" ference to detection^ What is likely to happen 
to him and the rest of the victims^ may appear by 
the following] 

Letter to the Governour Qeneral| andCouncili 

March ISth, 1782. 

" The speedy termination to which the people 
were taught to look, of the company's interference 
in the revenues, and the vengeance denounced 
against those who, contrary to the mandate of the 
durbar, should be connected with them, as reported 
by Mr. Sulivan, may, as much as the former ex* 
actions and oppressions of the nabob in the reve- 
nue, as reported by the commander in chief, have 
deterred some of the fittest men from offering to 
be concerned in it 

'* The timid dispostion of the Hindoo natives 
of this country was not likely to be insensibly to 
the specimen of that vengeance given by his ex» 
cellency the amur, who upon the mere rumouY 
that a Bramin, of the name of Appagee Row, had 
given proposals to the company for the rentership 
of Vellore, had the temerity to send for him, and 
to put him in confinement. 

'^ A man thus seized by the nabob's seapoys 
within the walls of Madras^ g^ve a general alarm ; 

an4 
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t 

and goveroment found it necessary to promise the 
protection of the company, in order to calm the 
apprehc^nsions of the people/* 



APPENDIX, No. 6. 
Referred to from p. 307 — 312. 

ILxtract pf a Letter from the Council and Select 
Committee at Fort 3t. George, to the Cover- 
iiour General and Council, dated 25th May, 1783, 

In the prosecution of our duty, we ];)e8eech you 
to consider as an act of strict and necessary jus- 
tice, previous to reiteration of your orders for th^ 
surrender of the assignment, hgw far it would b^ 
likely to affect third persons, who do not appear 
to have committed any breach of their engag(> 
ments. Ypq command us to compel our aumils 
to deliver over their respective charges as shall be 
appointed by the nabob, or to retain their trust 
lender his sole authority, if he shall chuse to coq- 
|irm them. These aumils are really renters, they 
were appointed in the room of tlie nabob's aunails, 
and contrary to his wishes ; they ^aye already been 
rejected by him, and are therefore not likely to be 
confirmed by him. They applied to this govern- 
ment, in consequence of publick advertisements 
|n our name, as possessing in this instance the joiqt 

$Luthority 



authority oi thb nabob and tiie corapaoy, and hnve. 
entered into mutual and strict covenunts witb U9, 
and we with them, relative to the certain districts 
not actually in tlie possessbn of the enemy ; by 
which covenants, as they are bound to the punc« 
tual payment of their rents, and due management 
of the country, so we, and our constituents, and 
the publick faith, are in like manner bound to 
maintain them in the enjoyment of their leases^ 
during the continuance of the term; that term 
was for live years agreeably to the words of the 
assignment, which declare that the time of renting 
shall be for three or five years, as the govemour 
shall settle with the renters. — ^Their leases cannot 
be legally torn from them. Notliing but tlieir 
previous breach of a part could justify our breach 
of the whole ; such a stretch and abuse of power 
would indeed not only savour of the assumption of 
sovereignty, but of arbitrary and oppressive des-^ 
potism. In the present contest, whether the na* 
bob be guilty, or we be guilty, the renters are not 
guilty. Whichever of the contending parties has' 
broken the condition of the assignment, the ren* 
ters have not broken the condition of their leases. 
These men, in conducting the business of the as^ 
signment, have acted in opposition to the designs 
of the nabob, in despite of the menaces denounced 
against all who should dare to oppose the mandates 
pf the durbar justice. Gratitude and bumanity 

require 
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require that provbioa should be made by you» be« 
fore yoii set the nabob's ministers loose oo the 
country, for the protection of the victims devoted 
to their vengeance. 

. Mr. Benfiekl, to secure the permanency of his 
power, and the perfection of hb schemes, thought it 
necessary to render the iiabob an absolute stranger 
to the state of his affairs. He assured his highness^ 
that full justice was not done to the strength of his 
sentiments, and the keenness of his attacks, in thQ 
translations that were made by the pompany s ser- 
vants from the original Persian of his letters. He 
therefore proposed to him, that they should for the 
future be transmitted in English. — Of the English 
language or writing ills highness, or the ameer, 
cannot read one word, though the latter can con- 
verse in it with sufficient fluency. The Persian 
language, as the language of. the Mahommedan 
conquerors, and of the court of Delhi, as an appen- 
dage or signal of authority, was at all times particu* 
larly affected by the nabob :-^it is the language of 
all acts of stata^ and all publick transactions, among 
the inussulman chiefs of Indostan. The nabob 
thought to have gained no inconsiderable point, 
in procuring the correspondence from our prede- 
cessors to the.riyah of Tanjore to be changed from 
^ Mara^h language, which that Hindoo princ^ 
understands, to the Persian, which he disclaims 
understanding To force the rajah to the nabob'i^ 

language^ 
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langaage, was gratifying the latter with a new spe^ 
cies of subserviency. He had formerly contended 
with considerable anxiety, and it was thought no 
inconsiderable cost, for particolar forms of address 
to be used towards him in that language. But all 
of a sadden, in fiftvour of Mr. Benfield, he quits 
his former aflfections, his habits, his knowledge^ 
his curiosity, the increasing mistrust of age, to throw 
himself upon the generous candour, the faithful 
interpretation, the grateful return and eloquent 
organ of Mr. Beufield ! — Mr. Benfield relates and 
reads what he pleases to his ej^^cellency the Ameer^ 
ul-Omrah — his excellency ammmnicates with the 
nabob his father^ in the language the latter under^ 
stands. Through two channels so pure^ the truth 
must arrrce at the nabob in perfect refinanent; 
through tlds double trusty his highness recetoes 
whatever impression it may be convenient to nmloe 
en him: he abandons his signature to whatever paper 
they tell him containSf in the English language^ the 
sentiments with which they had inspired him. He 
thus is surrounded on every side. He is totally a# 
their mercy, to believe what is not true, and to 
subscribe to what he does not mean. There is no 
system so new, so foreign to his intentiansy that they 
may not pursue in liis name, without possibility of 
detection : for they are cautious of who approach 
him, and have thought prudent to decline, for him^ 
the visits of the govemour, even upon the usual 
solemn and acceptable occasion of deliveriog to his 

highness 
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highness the company's letters. Such is the cim^ 
pkte ascendency gained by Mr. Benfield. It may 
be partly explained by the facts observed already 
some years ago by Mr. Benfield himself, in regard 
to the nabob, of the infirmities natural to his ad* 
vanced age, joined to the decays of his constitu* 
tioQ. To this ascendency, in proportion as it 
grevtr, must chiefly be ascribed, if not the origin, 
at least the continuance and increase, of the na* 
bob's disunion with this presidency; a disunion 
ivhich creates the importance, and subserves the 
resentments of Mr. Benfield ; and an ascendency 
which, if you effect the surrender of the assignment^ 
wiUintirely leave the exercise ofptmer^ and accu* 
mutation of fortune^ at his boundless discretion; to 
him, and to the Amecr-ul-Omrah, and to Syed Assam 
Cawn^ the assignment would in fact be surrendered. 
HE WILL (IF ANY) BE THE SOUCAR SE- 
CURITY; and security in this country is counter* 
secured by possession. You would not chuse to take 
the assignment from the company, to give it to indi^ 
viduals. Of the impropriety of its returning to the 
Babob, Mr. Benfield would now again argue from 
his former observations, "that under his highness's 
management, his country declined, his people emi* 
grated, his revenues decreased, and his country was 
rapidly approaching to a state of political insolvency. 
Of Syed Assam Cawn, we judge only from the ob* 
servations this letter already contains. But of the 
^ther two persons [Ameer-ul*Omrah and Mr. Bfeni- 

field] 



TO THX PRECEDlifG SPEECH. 549 

field] we undertake to declare, not as parties in a 
cause, or even as voluntary witnesses, but as Exe- 
cutive officers, reporting to you, in the discharge 
of our duty, and under the impression of the sacred 
obligation which binds us to truth, as well as to 
justice^ that, from every observation of their prin- 
ciples and dispositions, and every information of 
their character and conduct, they have prosecuted 
projects to the injury and danger of the company 
and individuals ; that it would be improper to trusty 
wd dangerous to emphy tliem^ in any publick or im- 
portant situation ; that the tranquillity of the Car* 
natick requires arestrUint to the power of the ameer; 
and that the company^ whose service and protection 
Mr. Benfield has repeatedly and recently forfeit ed^ 
would be more secure against danger and confusion^ 
if he were removedfrom their several presidencies. 
[After the above solemn declaration from so 
weighty an authority, the principal object of that 
awful and deliberate warning, instead of ^' being 
** removed from the several presidencies," is li- 
censed to return to one of the principal of those 
presidencies, and the grand theatre of the opera-^ 
tions on account of which the presidency recom- 
mends his total removal. The reason giyen is for 
the accommodation of that very debt which has 
been the chief instrument of his dangerous prac- 
tices, and the main cause of all the confusions in 
the company's government] 

, APPENDIX, 
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APPENDIX, No. 7. 

Referred to from p. 284, and p. 29 !• 

Extracts fix)tn the Evidence of Mr. Petric, late 
Kesident of the Company at Tanjore given to 
the Select Committee^ relative to the Revenues 
and State of the Country, &c. &c. 

9th May, 1782. 

WILLIAM PETRIE, Esq. attending according 
to order, was^sked, In what station he was in the 
company's service? he said, He went to India in 
the year 1765, a writer upon the Madras establish^ 
ment; he was employed, during the former war 
with Hyder-Ali, in the capacity of paymaster and 
commissary to part of the army, and was after- 
wards paymaster and commissary to the army in 
the first siege of Tanjore, and the subsequent cam* 
paigns ; then secretai-y to the secret department 
from 1772 to 1775 ; he came to England in 1775, 
and returned again to Madras the beginning df 
1778 ; he was resident at the durbar of the rajah 
of Tanjoie firom that time to the month of May; 
and from that time to January 1780 was chief 
of Nagore and Carrecal, the first of which was 
receivcMl from the rajah of Tanjore, and the se^ 

cond 
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qottd was taken from the French.— Being asked. 
Who sent him to Tanjore ? he said. Sir Thomas. 
Rumbold, and the Secret Committee.*— *Being 
then asked. Upon what errand ? he said, He went 
first up with a letter from the company to the ra-^ 
jah of Tanjore ; he was directed to give the rajah 
the strongest assurances that he should be kept in 
possession of his country, and every privilege to 
which he had been restored ; he Was likewise di* 
rected to negotiate with the rajah of Tanjore fdr 
the cession of the seaport and district of Nagor^ 
in lieu of the town and district of Devicotta^ which, 
be had promised to lord Pigot : these were the 
principal, and the best of his recollection tit pre^ 
sent the only objects in view, when he was first 
sent up to Tanjore. In the course of his stay at 
Tanjore other matters of business occurred be* 
tween the company and the rajah, which came 
under his management as resident at that durbar. 
Being asked. Whether the rajah did deliver up to 
biai the town and the annexed districts of Nagore 

m 

votuntarily, or whether he was forced to it? he 
said. When he made the first proposition to the ra-^ 
jah, agreeable to the directions he had received 
firom the secret committee at Madras, in the most 
free, open, and liberal manner, the rajah told him 
the seaport of Nagore was entirely at the service 
of his benefactors the company, and that he was 
happy in having that opportunity of testifying his 
gratitude to them ; these may be supposed to be 

7 words 
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words of course, but from every experience which 
tie had of the rajah's mind and conduct, whilst he 
was at Tanjore,. be has reason to believe that his 
declarations of gratitude to the company were 
perfectly sincere ; he speaks of the town of Na^re 
at present, and a certain district, not of the dis- 
tricts to the amount of which they afterwards re- 
qeived. The rajah asked him, To what amount 
be expected a jaghire to the company : And the 
witness further said. That he acknowledged to the 
committee that he was not instructed upon that 
head ; that he wrote for orders to Miadra^ aod 
was directed to ask the rajah for a jaghire to a cer- 
tain amount ; that this gave rise to a long negOK 
tiadon, the rajah representing to him his inability 
to make such a gift to the company as the secret 
committee at Madras seemed to expect ; while he 
(the witness) on the other hand, was directed to 
make as good a bargain as he could for the com- 
pany. From the view that he then took of the 
rfijah's finances, from the situation of his country, 
and from the load of debt which pressed hard upon 
him, he believes he at different times, in his cor- 
respondence with the government, represented the 
necessity of their being moderate in their demands, 
and it was at last agreed to accept of the town of 
Nagore, valued at a certain annual revenue, and a 
jaghire annexed to the town, the whole amount- 
ing to 250,000 rupees. — Being asked. Whether it 

did 
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did tarn out so valoable ? he said. He liad not a 
doubt but it .would turn out more, as it H^as let 
fair more than that to fiurmers at Madras, if they 
bad managed the districts properly, but they were 
strat^en to the manners and oust wis of the people ; 
wbeu they came down they oppressed the inhabitants^ 
andihrewthewh^k district into confusion ; the inhd* 
bitaf^Sf maany ofthem^ left the counttyy and deserted 
the cultivation of their lands, of course the farmers 
were disappointed of their collections, and they have 
since failed, and the company have lost a considerable 
part of what thefarmerswere to pay for thejaghire. 
Being asked, Who these formers were? be said,' 
One of them was the renter of the St Thom^ dis« 
trict, near Madras, and the other, and the most 
responsible, was a Madras dubash. Being asked, 
Wbd he was dubash to ? he said, to Mr. Cass* 
major. 

Being asked, Whether the lease was made upon 
higher terms than the district was rated to him by 
the rajah? he said. It wa^.— Being then asked. 
What reason was assigned why the district was not 
kept under the former management by amildars, 
or let to persons in the Tanjore country acquainted 
with the district ? he said. No reasons were as- 
si^ed : he was directed from Madras to advertise 
them to be let to persons of the country; but be* 
fore he received any proposal, he received accounts 
that they were let at Madras in consequence of 

Vol. IV. A a publick 
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{niblick adi^rtUements which had been niadft 
there : he IjelicTes, indeed, there wferc very feir 
nQen ia those distrktii responsible euotigh to havil 
been entrusted ^th the managemeErf; of tho^landsi' 
Being asked. Whether, at the time he was author 
ri2ed to negotiate for Nagore in die place of De** 
Vicotta, Devicotta was given up to the rajah ? he 
daid, No.-««>Be}ng asked, Whether the rajah ol 
Tiin^ore did not frequently desire that the districts 
of Arn^ and Hanymantygood£ should be reatoted 
to. him agreeable to treaty, and the company'a 
orders to lord Pigot r he said^ Many a time ; and 
he transmitted his representations regularly to Ma« 
df as.-— Being then asked, Whether those placed 
t^'ere restored to him? he said/ Not while he^Vad 
ip India* . • ' 

' : Being asked, Whether he was not authorized and 
required by the presidency at Madras to demand 
% large smn of jnoney over and above the four 
kcks of pagodas that were to be annually paid by 
a g-rant o£ the rajah> madie in the time of lord 
Pigot? be said. He was; to the amooni, he be^ 
lieves, of four lacks of pagodas, comixionly known 
by the name of deposit money. — Being asked. 
Whether the rajah' did not frequently plead his 
inabililfy to pay that money ? he said, He did every 
time he :mentioued it, and compkinedioiK% of 
the demaadt— rBeing asked^ Whether he thinks 
those eocpidaiuts !»^€. well founded? be says, R« 



%!inka the rajah ef Taojorc was not only not m 1 
Utate of ability to pay the deposit-money, but that 
4be annual payment of four lacks of pagodad w^b 
-Biore than bis revenues could afford. — Being asked, 
Whether he was not frequently obligisd to borrow 
money, in otder to pay the instalments of thc^ 
annual payments, ai\d such parts as he paid of 
the deposit? belaid, Yes, he was.-^Being askec^ 
Where hQ bcMrewed the money f he said^ He be^ 
Heves principally fram spucsLrs or native bankers^ 
luid some at Madras, as he told hiin.— Being asked, 
-Whether he told him that his credit was very 
|;ood, and that be borrowed upon moderate in- 
terest? be said, That he told him he found great 
•difficulties in raising money, and was obliged to 
iborrow at a most exorbitant interest, even some of 
it at 48 per cent and He believes not a great deal 
under it : he desired him {the witness) to speak to one 
^ihe scucars or bankers at Tof^ore^ to accommodate 
^hm with a loan of money i that man shewed htm an 
aeeuunt betwem him andthe rajah, from which it ujb* 
feared that he charged^S per cent^ be^des compound 

interest.^: Beii^g asked, Whether the sums due 

woce larg^? be said. Yes, they wdre considerable; 
.thda^ he does not recollect the amount-^Being 
ftskad, Wbellierthe banker lent the money? he 
said, He would xixA, unless the witness could pro* 
retuTQ hio| payment of bis old arrears. 

fifiiDg uke^> What notice did the govemmefit 
, ; A a a of 
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of Madras take of the king of Tanjoi^e's represent 
tations of the state of his affairs^ and his inabiH- 
ly to pay ? he said, He does not recollect that^ in 
their correspondence with him, there was any leap 
soning upon the subject; and in his correspondence 
with Sir Thomas Run>boldy upoa the amount of 
the jaghire, he seemed very de^rous of adapting 
the demand of governnaent to the rajah a circusir 
stances ; but whilst he staid at Tanjore, tlie rajah 
was not exonerated from any part of his burthena 
— Being asked. Whether they ever desired the r9f 
Jah to make up a statement of hb accounts, dis- 
bursements, debts, and payments to the compaaj^ 
in order to ascertain whether the country was able 
to pay the increasing demands upon it? he said^ 
Through him he is certain they never did — JBeing 
then asked, If he ever heard whether they did 
through any one else? He said, He never did. 

Being asked, Whether the rajah is not bound tm 
fiimish the cultivators of land with seed for their 
crops, according to the custom gS the country ? 
hesaidi The lung ofTaKJorefOsproprktor of the land, 
always makes advances qfnumeyfor seed for tkecul- 
tivation of the bmd.-^Bemg then asked, If money 
beyond his power of furnishing should be extorted 
jirom him, might it not prevent,. iH' the first ii> 
stance, the meansrof cultivating the country ? he 
said, It certainly does, he knows it for a faetf and 
:he knows that when he left the country there mensem 

verai 
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k^eral districts which were uncuitivated from thai 

cause. Being asked. Whether it is not necessary to be 

at a considerable expence in order to keep up the 

mounds and water-*courses ? he said, A very consi^ 

derabie one ^n^tia/fy.^-Being asked, What would 

be the consequence if money should fail for that? 

he said, In thefrst instance the country wouldbepar^ 

iially supplied with water^ some districts would be 

everfionyedf and others would be pa?xhed,'^Being 

asked. Whether there isnot a considerable dam caljed 

the Anient, on the keeping up of which the pros-* 

perity of the country greatly depends, and which 

lequires a great expence ? he said, Yes, there is ; 

the whole of die Tanjore country is admirably well 

supplied with water, nor can he conceive any me« 

thod could be fallen upon more happily adapted 

to the cultivation and prosperity of the country ; 

but, as the Anicut is the source of that prosperity^ 

9ny injury done to that must essentially affect all 

the other works in the country : it is a most stu- 

pendous piece of masonry ; but from the very great 

floods frequently requiring repairs, which if ne* 

glected not only the expence of repairing must be 

greatly increased, but a general injury done to 

the whole country.*— Bemg asked,. Whether that 

dam has been kept in as good preservation sinea 

the prevalence of the English government as Ite^ 

fore ? he said, From his own knowledge he can* 

not tell, but from every tbmg he has read or. beard 

of 
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of the former prosperity und opulence of the kings 
of Tanjore, he should suppose not. — Being asked. 
Whether he does not know of several attempts 
that have been made tq prevent the repair, and 
0ven to danmge the work? He said, The rajah him«- 
self frequently complained of that to him, and he 
has likewise heard it from others at Tanjore. — 't 
Being asked, Who it was that attempted those actii 
of violence ? he said, He was told k was the inha«> 
bit^nts of the nabob's country adjoining to the 
Anient. — Being asked, Whether they were not set 
on or instigated by the nabob ? he answered, Thq 
rajah said so. — And being asked, What steps the 
president and council took to punish the authors^ 
and prevent those violences? h^ said, To the best erf 
his recollection, the governqur told turn he wonld 
make inquiries into it, but he docs not know that 
any inquiries were made : that Sir Thormas Rum^ 
bold, the governqur, informed him Uiat he had 
laid bis representations with respect to the Anient 
before the nabob, who denied th^t his people bad 
giveci aiiy interruption to the repairs c!f that work; 

, 10th May- 

. Being asked. What he thinks the real clear re* 
teipl of the revenues of Tanjore were worth when 
he^left it? he said* He cannot say what was the net 
ornount, as he does not know the expence of the 
rajah's collection, b\xl while he was at Tanjore he 
'; J understood 
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uorderstood from- the rajah biioself^ aod^ffoin his 
ministera^ that the gross coileclioa did not exceed 
fioe lack of pagodas^ (360,000L)-T-Being asked^ 
Whether he thinks the country could pay tbo 
eight lack of {mgodas w^ich had heeo demanded 
tq be .paid ia the course of one year ? he said^ 
Clearly not.— Being askedr Whether thero wBi 
aot an attempt made to remove the rajah's minist 
t^r, upon some delay in paymeat of the deposit i 
he said, The governor of .Madras wrote to that 
egect, which he repre^eated to the rajah.— Being 
i^ed| Who. was mentioned to succeed io^he mir 
lister t^at then was, in case he should be regaoved^ 
^e sa|d> When Sir Hector Munro came afterward^ 
^Q. TaQJorj^ the old d^^nbiere was mentioned) an4 
i:econ)i9ended to the rajali as successor to his the^ 
dewan. — Being asked, Of what age was the dau^ 
^iere at that time ? he said. Of a very great age| 
lipw$(rds*of fourscore.*^Being asked, Whether a 
^ef^on called Kanonga Saba I^lla was^npt likewise 
i%[ped r he said, Yes, he was^. he was recom* 
pd^nded by Sir Thomas Rumbold; and one re^ 
lx>£RiQ$ndationi as m^U asi can recpliect, ;«wea]|f 
(farottgb me. — Being askedy What was the reasoi^ 
of -faiB beiag recommended? he said^ He uoder't 
took to pay off tt^ rajah's debts, and to give se^ 
CUTtty^for the regular, pay meat of the rajah's int 
stalments to the company.— f Being asked, Whetlief 
he ofieced to pre any securi^ fqr preserving th« 
f ; country 
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country f)t>tn oppression, and for sappor^g the 
dignity of the rajah and his people ? be said. He 
does not know that he did, or that it wns asked 
l>f him.— Being asked, Whether he was a persod 
agreeable to the rajah ? he said, He was noL«— 
Being asked, Whether he was not a person who 
had fled out of the country to avoid the resent- 
ment of the rajah? he said, He was. ^Being 

asked, Whether he was not charged by the rajah 
with mal-practices, and breach of trust relative to 
his effects : he said, He was ; but he told the go* 
vernour that he would account for his conduct^ 
and explain every thing to the satisfaction of the 
tajaIi.-^Being asked, Whether the rajah did not 
consider this man as in the interest of bis enenHes^ 
and particularly of the nabob of Arcot and Mr« 
Benfidd? he said, He does not recollect that he did 
inehtidn that to him; he remembers to have heard 
hirh c66bplain of a transaction betwenn Kettonga 
Skba Pilla and Mr. Bieinfield ; but he toM him he had 
liteen guilty of a variety of mal-practices in his ad* 
ihihistration, that he bad oppressed the people^ 
and defrauded him.— Being asked. In what branch 
of business the rajah had formerly employed him? 
he said. He was at one time, he believes, rentw of 
the whole country, was supposed to have great in* 
fluence with the rajah, and was in fact dewan some 
time. — Being asked, Whether the nomination of 
that man was not particularly odious to the rajah? 

he 



ke six^ He-fottttiitberi^'s miiid so exeeediiiglf 
airerte to diat man, tbat be. believeshc wrald id« 
most as toon: hare, aiibmitted to hia beiBgdeposed,^ 
as to submit to lb6 ftoo^inaticHi <d that man fobe 
faiB priaae miirister. 

19th May. 
MR. PETRIE bemg asked, Whether he was iD« 
Ibraied by the rajal^ or by others, at Tanjote Of 
Madras, that Mr. Benfield, whilst he managed the 
revenues at Tanjore, duHng the usurpation oi the 
nabobs did not treat the inhabitants with great 
rigour? he said, He did hear from the rajah, thai 
Mr. Bmfield did treat the inhabitants with rigour 
during the time he had any thing to do with the 
administration of the revenues of Tanjore. — ^Beiag 
asked, If be recollects in what pardtolars? he said^ 
^Ibe rajah particularly compUkied, that grain bad' 
been delivered out to the inhabitants, for the 
purposes of cultivation, at a higher price than the 
market price of grain in the country ; he cannot 
say the actual dHTerence of price, but it struck 
faim at the time as something very considerable. 
—'Being asked, Whether that money was all ^« 
oovered from the inhabitants ? be said^ The rajah 
of Tanjore told him, that the money was all 
recovered fiXKn the inhabitant8.^^-*-Being asked, 
Wbetber be did not hear that Ihe nabob exacte4 
from the ^pntry of Tanjorei whilst he. was in 

possession 
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|Kl8ses8ioQ.«fit? he^aid^From tfabactouhUwfaichr 
heretemd at Tai]jore,;of tiie feveimes tbr a nma-t 
Ijhtjoijean past, it appeared, tijatthe taJbob oA^ 
lactad from .tiie couatry, wiuh be was in poss^s^. 
sioD, rather more than 16 lacks, of pagodas aqnu^ 
ally ; whereas when he was at Tanjore, it did not 
yield more than 9 lacks.^~6eing asl^ed, From 
wl^oace that diffeffince arose? he isaid^ WlkertTaa* 
jpre was opnquered for the nabob, he has beert 
lold that many thousand of^ the native inhabitaiita 
fled from the cQuiatry, some into the .eouatry of 
Mysore, and others kito the ^mwiQna of tho 
|44rattas.; he ander^tood fiotn tbe 6di9e autbaiity^ 
ibat while Ihe. nabob M^as in posaessioii of the coon^ 
^y iomiy inbabitatits frote tiie Carnatick, aUured 
bylbe^anperiour fertility and opolenoe of 
and «QcOttraged by the nabobs took .up their 
itdence there, whidk enabled the nabob to calti^ 
vate the whole coi)n);ry; anc^ upon the r0storalio4 
of the rajah, he has heard that the Carnatiek m^ 
jbabitents were carded back to their qwd coantry, 
tfhkh left a considerable bknk in the popula^tion, 
ivUeh was not r^placod w,hiie he was thare, prior 
cipally owing to an. opinion which prevaied 
tibrough the counlry^ tiaat the is^ali's. government 
5iras not to be .permanent, but that anotiti^ vevxt^ 
)atiott was fa3t4ipproaching. Dui^ii^ ; the nabob s 
gtfrenDtment^. the price ol grain waisi oobMlerably 
higkeff. (osiag. to a.yery ungual acaccify in tivx 
* i Carnatick) 
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Gfttnlttick) jlimn whetif tie Am ia.Tii^^.*«44Bc9Bf 
lisked, Wbetber be was «var/iQ the Mamwrnr otMn^ 
try ? he aatd, Yeb ; he wi^ commitetry to Ih^'anny 
IQ tbit expeditiod.^-^fteing asked) ]l%ethsr^1iitt 
couhfry wad much ^vvaated by the «^ar? Im teidl^ 
Shmder 'was iBOt pehanitted to &e aOHfty^ »or diA 
tbe coantry suffisr from its opemtiosis^ ^xc6pt in 
insuisitig niany thouHaUds of th? ili&a)bitairts ; who 
had been en^ptoyed ; in the culttvatioiidf ^ 
coubiry, to ieavb it. — Betsg a^ked,; Whttther fk 
khows ^hat is doae wjtb the palace and iiifaa)>r-' 
tants of Ramnant? he said, The town was. taken 
by stof m, hot not plmndered by 4iie troops ; it wat 
tmtnediately delivered^ up to tbe nabob's ^cfl^test 
m}Tu Being asked^ Whether gF&t riches were not 
auppdsdd tor be in that pahste and temple? he ^aid; 
It w4ae-tmiversaily believed sb. — ^Bekigisked/Wbafc 
itcooi*it iras given of them ? he said^ He cannot 
teU; e?ery thing remained in the possessiM of th^ 
liabob.— iBeing asked. What became of the cbii^ 
4ren and i^omen of the family of the r pria^ kX 
tlM^ comitry? he Baid, The rajah Was a mitior^ 
the governrnent was in tbe hands of the rannj^y 
ivi$ mother ; from general i*eport be 4ias heat'i 
they wepe carried to Tricbinopoly, and ' placed fA 
cOnfinetti€fnt there.— Being asked, Whethter hi 
perceived afiy difference in the face of the Cama^ 
tick when he first knew it, and when he test kneV^ 
H? he^id; He :d)ink/^ be did, partitrularly $n itk 
^ • > population. 




pQ|yd«tioii|r^Beiiig asked, Whetbcr IC was Iwtteir 
VMotmi he Mid, It wm not lo {)opaloii8.i — ^Beitag 
ttbedy What is the condkioQ of the nabc^'s eldest 
MO? he sttd, He was in the^}ack Town of Ma* 
4raa» when he hsit the countiy.-*^Being asked^ 
Wh^her he was entertamed there in a manner 
suitable to his birth and eitj^ectations? be said^ 
No; he lived there without any of tboUe exteriar 
marks of splendour which • prinees of his rank iii 
Jn^ are particularly fond of«<**--6eing aAed, 
Whether he has liot heatd that his appdiatmentl 
were poor and nseah ? he said, He has' heard that 
Jthey were not equal to Us rank and ecpectations. 
rr-Being asked, Whether hd hiEHl asy share in the 
.gpyecnnent? he said, He believes none ; for some 
jrears past the nabob tms delegated most of the 
ppwers of government to bis second 80n.*^fieiug 
astkedy Whether the rajab did not compiain to htm 
of fhehelumour of Mr. fienfield to himself pet* 
^Ooalty; and. what were the. particulars? he said» 
He d)d M, and related to him the following partis* 
culars : Ahont fifteen days after lord Pigot's con^* 
fin^m^nt, Mr. Beniield cbmc |o Tanjore, aaod de** 
Mvered tho rajah two letters from the tbea ff)y&t^ 
nour, Mr. 3tratton, one publick, end the other 
private} he demanded an immediate account d 
the presents which had . been made to lord Pigot^ 
payment of the tunkahs, Mfhich he (Mt. fienfield) 
hli4 r^eived &<m <be nabob up<m the cooutfy < 

and 
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}»xii that the i^ajab should only write stidi leitters to 
tbe'M aiir«3 government ai'Mh fieofield should ap« 
prove, and give to hm s the rajah ieinsvrered, that he 
«Hd hot acknowledge 4lie validity of^ any demanda 
imi»^ by the nabob opon ' the counfry ; that tilose 
tlinicli^ related e$ accOuiltB which he (the rajah) 
iiad no cdtieelti with; tliat be nevfer had given 
)otd Pigot^any presents, but lord Pigot had givtn 
liim many ; and that, as to his correspondence 
wfthf the Mrifcdyas govermneiit, Ke would not trouble 
Mr. iBenfield, because he would write his letters 
ktmsetf/^That the rajsth told the witness, that by 
reason of this answer he was inuch threatened, in 
consequence of which he desired colonel Harper, 
who then commanded at Tanjore, to be |)resent at 
his next interview with Mr. Benfield ; when Mr» 
Benfield denied many parts of the preceding con- 
versataon, and threw the blame upon his inter^ 
preter Comroo. When Mr, Benfield found (as 
tte rajah informed him) that he could not carry 
time pfAttSj which had brought him to Tanjore, 
he prepared to sdt off for Madras ; that the rajah 
arat fakn a letter which he had drawn out, in an* 
awer to one which Mr. Benfield had brought him ^ 
that Mr. Benfield disapproved of the answer, and 
returned it by Comroo to the durbar^ who did 
not ddiver it into the rajah^s bands, but threw- Sd 
ujkm the groundi and expressed himself impro^ 
p^rfyto^him* *• ••• 

Being 




^9^on*s (kftii^ tkat audi pm^cma as Mr* Qtefidi 
Mi Comroo had bew brougbfc krto hia pne^ene^^ 
^ yaid, TbQ. riyah ^d hw^ that wheal k»rdi Flgcii: 
sam to Ta^j0i^» to ladtcure him to hia dommSoo^ 
^mfOQ, without b^iag amt hi\ er 4aiJ9P^ tp 
^fame to tha paUce» had found qaei^ns to ge^'fiQeo^p 
jU> his perfloo; he m%de $fx offer qf ifttr^imei 
Jiir* JSaofieid to the fajah^;which he ;49(di?ie4*-*i' 
3aiog askpd, Wbath^r tb« fi^Utary aMc» «»»* 
mandiog th^re pirote^ted the rsjah ifom tl^e.^ 
tru$ioi| oi such pec^)? ? h^t said^ Th^ rc^jah fUd 99^ 

jtellhioi that he G8^1«d.upni> ^a miUtory ^Q^r tf 

prevaot ti)pee ii»tfV3io|ii^; hut th^ hf d«^ffd «^ 
4onel Harper ^ ha pre^ient aa a w}tii$$9 Ki what 
Slight pa3s betn^D hind awd M^Banfirtd.^r^Bewl 

asked, If it is usual for pf r^c^s of th^ coDditioal 
and occ9patiops of Mvy Beafield and QmmQ to 
|ntrt)da tbamselve^ ioto thQ pt^isenoa^af tbd prtoo^ 
pf the: wvntry, and tp troat tiimk wfeh ^BOh ffafc- 
dona? he t^id, C^ftaWy i? jfi iH* J JeQi-lburotbtui 
m any other co^ntiy-— B^qg anliedi Whrtber Afc 
^)ng of Xanjore hw n^ mtolster^ ta whom apjpji- 
a^iqtk might bet fpfd^ to trapsaQt (i«eh bosoieds a* 
jMn Benfield and Qomroo bad %q 4x>\u tht cwin- 
jtrj^ he said, Undopbt^dly ; W^ miRMter » tbP 
f ejTstm whoie provioci? it ist tP Iraesact thttbnsl- 
Jjew.'^Beiog e^^f d, ^tfy^^ tb9 iB?4^(»?of: tbe 
British troops into Tanjorei what ..H^aiiU iwf 
1: ; I t beeoi 
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teen tfaec^st(|jMMe>if Mr.-£eB&ekl M w^^ 
himself into the rajah's pr^MPCf^ niiHi bf^ati^ lA 
that maDnfirr lie said, He aouid QQt say w|i^ 
would have been the eoosequexice ; iratfth<^..aAt 
tempt would have been madness, and G49ild ' tie| 
bavE happened.-^JBeiog asked^ Whetbectb^ mf^ 
had not particular exceptions to C^ianooji and 
thbu^t be had bMrayed hioi io very esseiUii^ 
pomts? he said^ Yes, hQ had.-— Bek>g asked^ Whe^ 
tfier the rajah has not been«.pprized that the com-^ 
pany have made stipulations, that their servant^ 
shouM not interfere in th^ concerns of his goverq^ 
ment? he said,. He signified it to the rajah, that it 
was the compaay's positive orders^ and that anj; 
of their servants So ioterlering would incur theii? 
highest displeasure. 
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Eeferred to from p- 290, &c. 
ommissioners amended clauses for the Fort St. 

• _ 

George .dispatch, relative to the indeterminate 
. rights and pretensions of the nabob of Arco^, 
and. rajah of Tanjore, . 

' Ilf our letter of the Sfeth January last, we stated 
tee rtlaiobafctrijitss of our expectation-that ceriam 

contributions 



I 



contributions towards the expences of the war; 
^bould be made by the rajah of Tanjore. Sbce 
writing that letter, we have received one from tlie 
n^ab^ of the 15th of October last, which contains 
at len^ his representations of his inability to 
make such further payment. We think it unne- 
cessary here to discuss whether these representa- 
tiotts are or are not exaggerated, because, from the 
explanations we have given of our wishes for A 
new arrangement in future, ' both with the nabob 
of Arcot, and the rajah of Tanjore, and the direc- 
tions we have given you to carry that arrange- 
ment into execution, we think it impolitick to in- 
sist upon any demands upon the r^ah for the ex* 
pences of ttie late war, beyond the sum of four 
lacks of pagodas annually ; such a demand might 
tend to interrupt the harmony which should pre- 
vail between the company and the rajah^ and im* 
pede the great objects of the general system we 
have already so fully explained to you* 

But although it is not our opinion that any fur* 
tber claim should be made on the rajah^ for his 
share of the extraordinary expences of the late 
war, it is by no means our intention in any man* 
ner to affect the just claim which the nabob has on 
the rajali for the arrears due to him on account of 
peshcush, for the regular payment of which we 
|)ecame guarantee by the treaty of 1762; but we 
have already expressed to you our hopes that the 

nabob 
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lmi)6b may be induced to allow these arreiLrs and 
the gromi^ payments, when due, to be received 
by tb^ company, and carried in discharge of his 
debt to us. You are at the same time to use every 
means to convince him, that when this debt shall 
be discharged, it is our intention, as we are bound 
by the above treaty, to exert ourselves to the ut- 
most of our power to insure the constant and re* 
gular payment of it into his own hands. 

We observe, by the plan sent to us by our go- 
vernour of Fort St. George, on the 30th October, 
1781, that an arrangement is there proposed, for 
the receipt of those arrears from the rajah, in three 
years. 

We are unable to decide how far this proposal 
may be consistent with the present state of the ra- 
jah's resources; but we direct you to use all pro- 
per means to bring these' arrears to account as 
isoon as possible, consistently with a due attention 
to this consideration. 

Clausj:s it. 

You will observe, that by the* 38th section of 
the late act of parliament, it is enacted, that for 
settliog upon a permanent foundation the present 
indetermmate rights of the nabob of Arcot and 
the rajah of Tanjore, with respect to each other, 
we should take into our immediate consideration 
the said indeterminate nghts and pretensions, and 

Vol. IV. B b take • 
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take and pufstie sticb measures as in our judgment 
and discretion shall be best calculated to ascertain 
and settle the same according to the jirinciples, 
and the terms and stipulations contained in the 
treaty of 1762, between tbe said nabob and the 
said rajah. 

On a retrospect of the proceedings transmitted 
to us from your presidency, on tbe subject of the 
disputes which have heretofore arisen between tbe 
nabob and the rajah, we find the following points 
remain unadjusted, viz. 

1 St. Whether the jaghire of Arnee shall be en- 
joyed by the nabob, or delivered up either to the 
rajah, or the descendants of Tremaul Row, the late 
jaghiredar. 

2d. Whether the fort and district of Hanaman- 
tagoody, which is admitted by both parties to be 
within the Marawar, ought to be possessed by the 
nabob, or to be delivered up by him to the rajah. 

Sd. To whom the government share of the crop 
of the Tanjore country, of the year 1775-6, pro- 
perly belongs. 

Lastly, Whether the rajah has a right, by usage 
and custom, or ought, from the necessity of the 
case, to be permitted to repair such part of the 
Anicut, Or dam and banks of the CaVerv, as lie 
%vithin the district of Trichinopoly, and to take 
earth and sand in the Trichinopoly territoiy, for 

« 
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the repairs of the dam ^nd banks within either or 
both of those districts. 

In order to obtain a complete knowlcdore of 
the facts and circumstances relative to the several 
points in dispute, and how far they are connected 
with the treaty of 1 762, we have with great cir- 
cumspection examined into all the materials be« 
fore us on these subjects, and will proceed to state 
to you the. result of our inquiries and delibera- 
tions. 

The objects of the treaty of 1 762 appear to be 
restricted to the arrears of tribute to be paid to 
the nabob for his past claims, and to the quantum 
of the rajah's future tribute or peshcush ; the can^ 
celling of a certain bond given by the rajah's fa* 
ther to the father of the nabob ; the confirmation 
to the rajah of the districts of Coveladdy and 
Elangaud, qind the restoration of Tremal Row 
to his jaghire of Arnee, in condescension to tlie 
irajah's request, upon certain stipulations, viz. 
That the fort of Arnee and Doby Gudy should 
be retained by the nabob ; that Tremaul Row 
should not erect any fortress, walled pagoda, Qt 
other strong hold, nor any wall round his dwel-' 
ling- house, exceeding eight feet high, or two feet 
thick; and should in all things behave himself 
with due obedience to the government ; /«r1 that 
he ishould pay yearly, in the month of July, unto 

Bbg thi 
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the nabob or his successors, the sum of ten tbocf^ 
sand rupees, the rajah thereby becomiug the secu^ 
rity for Tremaul Row, that he should in all thingsr 
demetfn and behave himself accordingly, and pay 
yearly the stipulated sum. 

Upon a review of this treaty/ the only point 
now in dispfute, which appears to us to be so im- 
mediately connected with it, as to bring it within 
(he strict line of our duty to ascertain* and settle^ 
according to the terms and stipulations of the 
treaty, is that respecting Arnee. For although tlie 
other points enumerated may in some respects 
have a reliition to that treaty, yet as^ they are fo- 
reign to the purposes expressed ip it, and cOiild 
not be in the contemplation of the contracting 
parties at the time of making it,- those disputes 
cannot in our comprehension fall within the lino 
ei description' of riglits^^ and pretensions to be now 
ascertained and settled by us, according, to any of 
the terms and stipulations of it. 

In respect to the jagliire of Arnee,. We do not 
£nd that our records afford us any satisfactory in^ 
formation by what title the rajah claims it, or what 
degree of relationship or coimection has subsisted 
between the rajah and the killidar of Amee, save 
©nly that by the treaty of 1 762 the former be- 
came the surety for Tremaul Row's performance 
of his engagements specified therein, as the condi- 
tions for his restoring to that jaghire ; on the 

death 
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death of Tremaul Row we perceiye thsit he was. 
»ycGeeded by his widow, anil after her death, by 
his graadsoQ Seneewasarow, both of whom were 
adoiitted to ithe jaghire by the nabob. 

From your minutes of ioonsultation of the 3Jst 
October, 1770, and the nabob's letter to the pre- 
sident, of the SI St March, 1771, and the two let* 
ters from rajah Beerbur, Atcheour Punt (who, we 
presuqne, w^s then the nabob's manager at Arcot) 
of the 16th and 18th March, referred to in the na«- 
bob's letter, and transmitted therewith to the pre-^ 
sident, we observe that, previous to the treaty of 
1762, Mr. Pigot concurred in the expediency of 
the nabob's taking possession of this jaghire, on 
account of the troublesome and refractory be^ 
faaviour of the Arnee braminees, by their affording 
protection to all disturbers ; who, by reason of the 
little distance between Arnee and Arcot, fled to 
the former, and were there protected, and not 
given up, though demanded. 

That though the jaghire was restored in 1762, 
it was done under such conditions and restrictions 
as it were thought best calculated to preserve the 
peace and good order pf the place, iw4 due oUct 
dtence to government. 

That nevertheless the braminees (quarrelling 
among themselves) did afterwards, in express viot 
}ation of the treaty, enlist and assemble many 
thousand sepoys, and other troops j that they 

erectedi 
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erected gaddids, and other small fbrts, provided 
themselves with wall pieces, small guns, and other 
warlike stores, and raised troubles and disturb- 
ances in the neighbourhood of the city of Arcot^ 
and the forts of Amee, and Shaw Gaddy ; and that 
finally they imprisoned the hicarrahs of the nabobs 
sent with his letters and instructions, in pursuance 
of the advice of your board, to require certain of 
the braminees to repair to the nabob at Chepauk, 
and though peremptorily required to repair thither, 
paid no regard to those^ or to any other orders 
from the circan 

By the 1 3th article contained in the instructions 
given by the nabob to Mr. Dupr^, as the basis for 
negotiating the treaty made with the rajah in 
1771, the nabob required that the Arnee district 
should be delivered up to the circar, because the 
braminees bad broken the conditions which they 
were to have observed. In the answers given by 
the rajah to these propositions, he says, ^^ I am to 
^* give up to the circar the jaghire district of Ar- 
** nee;" and on the 7th of November, 1771, the 
rajah, by letter to Seneewesarow, who appears T>y 
your consultations and country correspondence to 
have been the grandson of Tremaul Row, and to 
))ave been put in possession of the jaghire at your 
recommendation (on the death of his grandmo- 
ther) writes, acquainting him, that he had giyen 
the Arnee country then in his (Seneewasarow's) 

possessioni 
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p^sessiovij to the nabob, to whose auefiildars Se- 
neewasarow was to deliver up the possession of the 
country. And in your letter to us of the 28th 
February, 1772, you certified the district of Arnee 
to be one of the countries acquired by this treaty, 
and to be of the estimated value of two lacks of 
rupees per annum. 

In our orders, dated the 12th April, 1775, we 
declared our determinatioh to replace the rajah 
upon, the throne of his ancestors, upon certain 
terms and conditions, to be agreed upon for the 
mutual benefit of himself and the company, with- 
out infringing the rights of the nabob. We de- 
clared, that our faith stood pledged by the treaty 
of 1762, to obtaih payment of the rajah's tribute 
to the nabob ; and that for the ensuring such pay- 
nient the fort of Tanjore should be garrisoned by 
pur troops. We directed that you should pay no 
regard to the article of the treaty of 1771, which 
respected tlie alienation of part of the rajah's do- 
minions ; and we declared, that if the nabob had 
not a just title to those territories before the con- 
clusion of the treaty, we denied that he obtained 
any right thereby, except such temporary sove- 
reignty, for securing the payment of his expences, 
as is therein mentioned. 

These instructions appear to have been executed • 
in the month of April, 1776; and by your letter 
gf the 1 4th May following, you certified to us, that 

tbo 
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the rajah had been put into the possession of tb^ 
whole country bis father held in 1762, when the 
treaty was concluded with the nabob ; bat we do 
not find that you came to any resolution either 
antecedent or subsequent to this advice, either for 
questioning or impeaching the right of the nabob 
to the sovereignty of Arnee, or expressive of any 
doubt of his title to it. Nevertheless we find, that 
although the board passed no such resolution, yet 
your president, in his letter to the nabob, of the 
:30th July, and 24th August, called upon his high-* 
ness to give up the possession of Arndle to the 
rajah ; and the rajah himself, in several letters td 
us, particularly in those of 21st October, 177^t 
and the 7th of June, 1777i expressed hiaexpecta* 
tion of our orders for delivering up that fort an4 
district to him; and so recently as the 15th of Oc^ 
tober, 17^3, he reminds us of his former applica- 
tion, and states, that the country of Arnee being 
guaranteed to him by the cornpany, it of course 
IS his right ; but that it has not been given up ta 
him, and he therefore earnestly entreats our or-. 
' ders for putting him into the possession of it We 
also observe by your letter of the 1 4th of October, 
1779, that the rajah had not then accounted for 
the nabob's peshcush since his restoration, but had 
assigned as a reason for his withdrawing it, that 
the nabob had retained firom him the district of 
« A^^^^i ^'H^ ^ certain other district (Hanamanla- 

goody) 
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goody) which is made the subject of another part 
of our present dispatches* 

We have thus stated to you the result of our eti-i 
quiry into the grounds of the dispute relative to 
Amee ; and as the research has offered no evi* 
dence in support of the rajah's claim, nor even 
any lights whereby we can discover in what de- 
gree of relationship, by consanguinity, cast, or 
other circumstances, the rajah now standis, or for- 
merly stood, with the killidar of Amee, or the 
natui'e of his connexion with, or command over, 
that district, or the authority he exercised or as. 
6umed previous to the treaty of 1771, we should 
think ourselves highly reprehensible in complying 
with the rajah's request ; and the more so, as it is 
expressly stated, in the treaty of 1762, that this 
fort and district were then in the possession of the 
nabob, as well as the person of the jaghiredar, oti 
account of his disobedience, and were restored hint 
by the nabob, in condescension to the rajah s re* 
quest, upon such terms and stipulations as could 
not, in our judgment, have been imposed by the 
one, or submitted to by the other, if the sove- 
reignty of the one, or the dependency of the 
other, had been at that time a matter of doubt. 

Although these materials have not furnished us 
with evidence in support of the rajah^s claim, they 
^e fisir from satisfactory, to evince the justice of, 
pr ^he political necessity for, the nabob^s continu- 
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|ng to withhold the jaghire from the descendantc 
of Treniaul Row ; his hereditary right to that 
jaghire seems to us to have been fully recognized 
by the stipulations of the treaty of 1762, and so 
little doubted^ that on his death, his widow was 
admitted by the nabob to hold it, on account, a$ 
may be presumed, of the nonage of his grandson 
and heir, Seneewasarow, who appears to have 
been confirmed in the jaghire, on her death, by 
the nabob, as the lineal heir and successor to hi$ 
grandfather* 

With respect to Seneewasarow, it does not ap- 
pear, by any of the proceedings in our possessioi^ 
that he was concerned in the misconduct of the 
braminees, complained of by the nabob in the 
year 1770, which rendered it necessary for his 
highness to take the jaghire into bis own hands, 
or that be was privy to, or could have prevented 
tliose disturbances. 

We therefore direct, that if the heir of Tre- 
xnaul Row is not at present in possession of the 
jaghire, and has not, by any violation of the 
treaty, or act of disobedience, incurred a forfeit 
ture thereof, he be forthwith restored to the pos- 
session of it, according to the terms and stipula- 
tions of the treaty of 1 762. But if any powerful 
motive of regard to tlie peace and tranquillity of 
the Carnalick shall in your judgment render it ex- 
pedient to suspend the execution of these orders, 

in 
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!n that case you are with all convenient speed to 
transmit to us your proceedings thereupon, vith 
the full state of the facts, and of the reasons which 
have actuated your conduct. 

We have before given it as our opinion diat the 
stipulations of the treaty of 1 762 do n6t apply to 
the points remaining to be decided. But tlie late 
act of parliament having, from the nature of our 
connection with the two powers of the Camatick, 
pointed out the expediency, and even necessity, 
of settling the several matters in dispute between 
them, by a speedy and permanent arrangement, 
we now proceed to give you our instructions upon 
the several other heads of disputes before enume- 
fated. 

With respect to the fort and district of Hana- 
mantagoody, we observe that on the restoration 
of the rajah in 1776, you informed us in your let- 
ter of the 1 4th of May — ** That the rajah had 
'* been put into possession of the whole of the coun- 
^ try his father held in 176£ when the treaty was 
*^ concluded with the nabob f and on the S5th 
of June you came to the resolution of putting the 
rajah into possession of Hanamantagoody, on the 
ground of its appearing on reference to the na- 
bob's instructions to Mr. Dupr6 in June, 1762, 
to his reply, and to the rajah's representations of 
S5th March, 1771 ; that Hanamantagoody was 
BCtoally in the hands of the late rajah at the time 

of 
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pf making the treaty of 17 62. We have referrecl 
^ well to those papers as to all the other proceedr 
jings on thjs subjept, and must confess they fall 
very short of demonstrating to us the ti'uth of that 
fact And we find, by the secret consultations of 
Fort WillUn), of the 7th pf August,, 1776, that 
the same dpubt was entertained by our governour 
general an(l council. 

But whether, in point of fact, the late rajah wa9 
or was not in possession of llapamanta^goody, ip 
] 762y it is notorious that the nabob had always 
claimed the dominion of tl^e pountrifs qf wbic{i 
this fort and distrjct are a part. 

^Vp observe, that tlje pal)ot) is now in the actuc^ 
possession of this fort and district ; and we are nojt 
warranted^ by ^ny document we b^ve seen, to 
concur wjth the ^yisjies pf thp r^^h to dispossess 
him. 

\Yitl^ regard to tlie government share of the 
crop of ] 775-6, we observe by the debeer's me- 
inorandum, recited in your consultations of the 
1 3th of M^y, 1776, th^t it was the established cus- 
tom of the Tanjpre country to gather in the har- 
vest, and comjilete the collections within the month 
pf March; but th^t, for the c^usesi therein pi^ticu* 
larly staged, the harvest (and of course tiie collec- 
tion of the government share of the crpp} was de- 
cayed till the month of March wa3 over. We alsp 
pbserve, that the rajal) was not restored to tjjfi 

kingdoQQ^ 
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kingdom untiUthe 11th of April, 1776; and from 
hence we infer, that if the harvest and collection 
had been tinished at the usual time, the nabob 
(being tiien sovereign of the country) would have 
reeeived the full benefit of that year's crop. 

Although the harvest and collection were de-- 
layed beyond the usual timCj yet we find by the 
proceedings of your governnient, and particularly 
by Mr. Mackay's minute of the S^th of May, 
1 776^ and also by the dobeer's account, that the 
greatest part of the grain was cut down whilst 
the nabob remained in the government of the 
country. 

It is difficult, from the contradictory allegations 
on the subject, to ascertain what was the precise 
amount of the cdlections made after the nabob 
ceased to have the possession of the country. But 
whatever it was, it appears from general Stuait s 
letter of the Sd of April, 1777» that it had been 
asserted with good authority, that the far greater 
part of the government share of the crop was plun** 
dered by individuals, and never came to account 
in the rajah's treasury. 

Under all the circumstances of this case, we must 
be of opinion, that the government share of the 
crop of 1776 belonged to the nabob, as the then 
reigning sovereign of the kingdom of Tanjore, he 
being defacto^ in the full and absolute possession 
of the government thereof, and consequently that 

the 
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the assignments made by hira of tbe gbtertilxieilt 
share of the crop were valid. 

Nevertheless, we would by no means be mider* 
stood by this opinion to surest, that any further 
demands ought to be made upon the rajah, in re- 
spect of sueh part df the government share of the 
crop as were collected by his p<$ople. 

For, on the contrary, after So great a length of 
time as hath elapsed, we should think it highly un- 
just that tiie rajah should be now compelled, either 
to pay the supposed balances, whatever they may 
be, or be called upon to render a specifick account 
of the collection made by his people. 

The rajah has already, in his letter to governour 
Stratton, of the 2 1st of April, 1777, given his as- 
surance, that the produce of the preceding year, 
accotmted for to him, was little more than one 
kick of pagodas ; and as you have acquainted us, 
by your letter of the 14th of October, 1779, that 
the rajah has actually paid into our treasury one 
lack of pagodas, by way of deposit, on account 
ef the nabob's claims to the crop, till our senti- 
ments should be known, we direct you to surcease 
any further demands from the rajah qn that ac- 
count 

We learn by the proceedings, atnd particularly 
by the nabob's letter to lord Pigdt, of the 6tb of 
July, 1776, that the nabob previous to the resio- 
ration of the rajah, actually made assignments^ or 

granted 
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granted tuncaws of the whole of his share of the 
crop to bii^ creditors and troops ; and that your 
government (entertaining the same opinion as 
«e do upon the question of right to that share) 
by letter to the rajah of the 20th of August, 1776, 
recommended to him ^' to restore to Mr. Bentield 
*' (One of the principal assignees or tuncaw-bolders 
** of the nabob) the grain of the last year/ which 
^ was in possession of his people, and said to be 
•' forcibly taken from them; and further,* to give 
'^ Mr. Berifield all reasonable assistance in recover- 
** ing such debts as should appear to have been 
'^ justly due 'to him from the inhabitants ; and ac- 
^* quainted the rajah, that it had been judged by 
*^ a majority of the council, that it was the com- 
pany's intentbn to let the nabob have the pro- 
duce of the crop of 1776, but that you had no 
intention that the rajah should be accountable 
for more than the government share, whatever 
'•* that might be ; and that you did ndt mean to 
^* do more than recommend to him to see justice 
" done, leaving the manner and time to himself/V 
Subsequent representations appear to have been 
made to the rajah by your government on the 
same subject, in favour of the nabob's mort- 
gages. 

In answer to these applications, the rajah, in bis 
letter to Mr. Stratton, of the 12th January, 1777, 
acquainted you, " that he had given orders r^- 

" specting 
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^^ specting the grain which Mr. Benfield Imd heapc<l 
'' up in his country; and with regarcf to the 
'' nK>ney due to him by the farmers, that he had 
'' desired Mr. Benfield to bring accounts of it, tliab 
he might limit a time for the payment of it^ 
proportionably to their ability, and that the ne-* 
^[ cessary orders for stopping this money out of 
*' the inhabitants share of the crop^ had been sent 
** to the ryots and aumildars>; that Mr. Benfield's 
** gouiastah was then present tliere^ and oversaw 
'^ his affairs ; and that in every thing that was just 
'' he (the ragah) willingly c^yed our govemour 
•' and council." 

Our opinion beings that the rajah ought to be 
answerable for no more than the. amount of what 
he admits was collected by his people for the go^ 
Yemment share of the crop ; and tlie proceedings 
before tis not sufficiently explaining whether, in 
the sum which tlie rajah, by his before-mention* 
ed letter of the 2 1 st Aprils 1 777, admits to have 
collected, are ineltided those parts of the govern-^ 
ment share of the crop which were taken by his 
people from Mr. Benfieldy or from any other of 
tlie assignees, or tuncaw-holders; and uninformed 
as we also are, what compensation the rajah has or 
has not made to Mr. Benfield, or any other of the 
parties from whom the grain was taken by the ra- 
jah's people i or whether, by means of tlie rajahV 
refusal so to do, or from any other ciicumstancOy 

any 
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any of the persons dispossessed of their grain, may 
have had recourse to the nabob for satisfaction ; 
we are^ for these reasons, incompetent to form a 
proper judgment Mvhat disposition ought in justice 
to be made of the one lack of pagodas deposited 
by the rajah. But as our sentiments and inten* 
tions are so fully expressed upon the whole subject, 
we prwume you, who are upon the spot, can hare 
no ;doubt or difficulty in making such an applicar 
tion of the deposit as will be consistent with those 
principles of justice whereon our sentiments are 
founded. But 'should any such difficulty suggest 
itself, you will suspend any application of the depo^ 
sit, until you have, fully explained the same to us, 
and have received our further orders. 

With respect to the repairs of the Anient and 
banks of the Cavery, we have upon various occa? 
sioQs fully expressed to you our sentiments, and 
in particular, in our general letter of the 4th July, 
1777, we referred you to the investigation and 
correspondence on that subject of the year 1 764, 
and to the report made by Mr. James Bourchier, 
on his personal survey of the waters, and to seve- 
ral letters of the year 1765 and 1767; he also, by 
our said general letter, acqupiinted you, that it 
appeared to us perfectly reasonable that the rajah 
should be permitted to repair those banks, and the 
Anient, in the same manner as bad been practised 
in times past; and we directed you to establish 

Vol. IV- ^ C such 
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such regulations, by reference to former usage, (be 
Keepifig the said banks in repair, as Wjwld be 
effectual} and remove all cau^e of compUiut ki 
future. 

Notwithstanding auch our instructtooSy the ra-* 
jab> in Usl letter to us of the 15th October, 1783^ 
complainfi of the destruction of the Anicut ; and 
as the cultivation of the Tanjore country appearsi 
by ail the surveys aiid reports of our engineers^ em- 
ployed on that service, to depend altogether on a 
supply of water by the Cavery, which can only be 
^cured by keeping the Anient and banks in r&* 
pair, we think it necessary to repeat to yon omr 
ordeis of the 4th July 1777) on the subject of those 
repairs. 

And further, as it appears, by the: survey and 
report of Mr. Priugle, that these repairs are attend- 
ed with a much heavier e^^ence when done with 
materials taken from the Tanjore district, tbao 
with those of Trichinopoly , and that the last men- 
tioned materials are far preferabte to the e^er, it 
is oUr order, that if any occurrences should make 
it necessary or expedient, you apply to the Bab<ri> 
in our name, to desire that his highness will permit 
proper spots of ground to be set out, and bounded 
by proper marks on the Trichinopoly side, wheva 
the rajah and his people may at all times take sand 
and earth sufficient for these repairs; and thathia 
highness will grant his lease of such, spots of land 

^ ' . ^ , for 
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for a certain term of years to the company, at a 
iSeasonable annual. rent, to the intent that throng^ 
yoir die cultivation of the Tanjore country may* 
be secured, without infringing or impairing the 
rights of the nabob. 

If any attempts have been, or shall be hereafter 
made to divert the water from the Cavery into 
the Coleroon, by contracting the current of tfatf 
Upper or Lower Cavery, by planting long grass, 
as* mentioned in Mr. Pringle^s report, or by any 
other means, we have no doubt hb highness, on a 
propier representation to him in our name, witf 
prevent his people from taking any measures de^ 
trimental to the Tanjore country, in the prospe* 
rify of which his highness, as well as the company, 
is materially Interested. 

Should you succeed in reconciling the nabob to 
this measure, we think it but just, that the pro- 
posed lease shall remain no longer in force than 
whilst the rajah shall be punctual in the payment of 
the annual peshcush to the nabob, as well as the 
rent to be reserved for the spots of grounds And 
in order effectually to remove all future occasions 
of jealousy and complaint between the partiey, 
that the raj^h on the one hand may be satisfied 
that all necessary works for the cultivation of his 
country wiH be made and kept in repair; and that 
tibe nabob on the other hand may be satisfied that 
no encroachment on his ri^ts can be made, nof 
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^ly works detrimental to the fertility of his €0U»- 
try erected ; we think it proper that it should be 
recommended to the parties, as a part of the ad- 
justment of this very important point, that skilful 
engineers, appointed by the company, be employed, 
at the rajah's expence to conduct all the necessary 
-works, with the strictest attention to the . respec- 
tive rights and interests of both parties. This wilL 
remove every probability of injury or dispute ; 
but should either party unexpectedly conceive 
tiiemselves to be injured, immediate redress might 
be obtained by application to the government of 
Madras, under whose appointment the engineer 
will act, without any discussion between the parties, 
which might disturb that harmony which it is so 
much the wish of the company to establish and 
preserve, as essential to the prosperity and peace 
of the.Carnatick. 

Having now, in obedience to the directions of 
the act of parliament, upon the fullest considera- 
tion of the indeterminate rights and pretensions 
of the nabob and rajah, pointed out such measure 
and arrangements as in our judgment and discre- 
tion will be best calculated to ascertain and settle 
the same, we hope, that upon a candid considera- 
tion of the whole system, although each of the 
parties may feel disappointed in our decision on 
particular points^ they will be convinced that we 
have been guided in our investigation by principles 

of 
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^f Strict justice and impartiality, and tliat tim ittost 
anxious attention has been paid to the substantial 
interests of both parties, and such a genera! and 
comprehensive plan of arrangement proposed^ as 
will most effectually prevent all future diss^atis* 
faction. 

Approved \fy the*board. 

HENRY DUNDAS, 
Whitehall, WALS INGHAM, 

October 27, 1 784 W. W. G REN V I L LE, 

MULGRAVE. 
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Referred to from p. S7P and S87. 

Extract of a letter from the Court of Dirccton^, 
to the President and Council of Fort St G eorg^^i 
as amended and approved by tlie Board of 
CcotroL 

We have taken into our coni^idcration i\iti ^o 
veral advices and papern^ recdvcsd (torn Iiidi^, r^/* 
iative to ibe at^j^igniDent o( iiu^ rev<:Yiu^)» of iim 
CarDatkk, from iIk^ wtKluH<M of tUe lU^hf^al 
treaty to tike date ofyirjr k\i^ in OcU^Im J 7 €3, 
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together with the representations of the nabob o{ 
the Carnatick upon that subject; and altbou^ 
we might contend, that the agreement should sub- 
, sist till we are fully reimbursed his highness's pro- 
portion of the expences of the war, yet from a 
principle of moderation and personal attachmeot 
to our old ally, his highness the nabob of the Car* 
natick, for whose dignity and happiness we are 
ever solicitous, and to cement more sti^ongly, if 
possible, that mutual harmony and confidence 
which our connection makes so essentially neces- 
sary for our reciprocal safety and welfare, and Jot 
removingfrom his mind every idea of secret design 
on our part to lesson his authority over the internal 
government of the Carnatick^ and the collection and 
administration of its revenues, we have resolved 
that the assignment shall be surrendered ; and we 

do accordingly direct our president, in whose name 

• • • 

the assignment was taken, without delay ^ to surren- 
der the same to his highness. But while we have 

* • • • 

adopted this resolution, we repose entire confi* 
dence in his highness, that, actuated by the same 
motives of liberality, and feelings of old friendship 
and alliance, he will chearfuUy and instantly ac- 
cede to such arrangements as are necessary to be 
adopted for our commoi:i safety, and for preserv- 
ing the respect, rights, and interests we ^joy in 
the Carnatick. The following are the beads and 
prindples of such an arraqgement as we are deci- 
sive!/ 



sivdy bf opinion aiust be adopted for these par* 
poses, viz. 

That for makitrg a provision for dtschftrging the 
nabob^s jnst debts to tbe company and individuab' 
(for tbe payment of which his highness has so fre*- 
quently expressed the gre^itest scdicttude) the na5o6 
Jkallgive soucAr security Jor ikepunctudlpd^ment^ 
iy instaJmeniSf into tlie company's treasury, of 
^elve lacks of pagodas per annum (as voluntarily 
proposed by his bigness) until tbos<f debts, with 
mterest, shall be discharged ; and shall also con* 
. sent that the eljuitable provision lately tkiade by 
the British legislature for the liquidation of those 
debts, and such resolutions and deterthinatiffrts as 
vre shall hereafter make, under the atithority of 
that provision for the liquidation and adjustment 
of tiie said debts, bffn&Jide incmred, shall be carried 
into full force and effect. 

Should any difficohy arise between his highmrss 
and our government of Fort St. George, id respect 
to the respofisibility vf the scucar security, or the 
times and terms of the instalments, it is our plea<- 
$iire tiiat yoo pay obedience to the orders and re^ 
Mlulions of our govemour general and council of 
Bengal in respect tbereto, not doubting but th6 
jpabob will in such case consent to abide by the de- 
fermiiialion of our said supreme goi^ernment* 

Although from the great confidence we repose 
IP the honour and integrity of the nabob, and 

from 




Sd2 AmvDix, yo. 9. 

frotn an earnest desire nqt to subject him to uiy 
embarrassment on this occasion, we have not pro-- 
posed any specific assignment of territory or re- 
venue for securing tfie payments aforesaid, we 
nevertheless think it our duty, as well to the pri- 
vate creditors, whose interests in this respect have 
beea so solemnly btrusted to us by the late act of 
parliament, as from regard to the debt due to the 
company, to insist on a declaration that in the 
event of the failure of the security proposed, or in 
default of payment at the stipulated periods, we 
reserve to ourselves full right to demand of the 
nabob such additional security^ by assignmenl oa 
bis country, as shall be effectual for answering the 
purposes of the agreement 

After having conciliated the mind of the nabob 
to this measure, and adjusted the particulars, you 
are to carry the same into execution by a formal 
deed between his highness and the company, ac- 
cording to the tenour of these instructions. 
. As. the administration of the British interests 
and connections in India has in some respects a&» 
5umed a new shape by the late act of parliament, 
and a general peace in India has been happily ac- 
complished^ the present appCM^s to us to be the 
proper perioD, and which Ga.nnot without great 
imprudence be omitted, to settle and arrai^e,. bj 
ajust and equitable treaty, apian for the future 
defence and protection of the Carnatick, both in 

lime 
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iSxne ef peace and war, oo a solid and laMiug 
foundation. 

For the accomplishment of this great and oeioea^ 
Mry object) we direct you,, in the name of the comr 
pany, to use your utmost endeavours to impress 
the expediency of, and the gopd ef&qts to* be de- 
rived from, this measure, so strongly upon the 
minds of the nabob aiid. the rajati of Tanjoie, afi 
to prevail upon them, jointly or separately, to eset' 
ter into one or more treaty or treaties with the 
company, grounded on this principle of equity^ 
That all the contracting parties shall be bouQd to 
contribute joiatly tq the support pf tbfi military 
force and g8u*f isons, as well in peace as in wan 

That the ipilitary peace establishment shall bf 
forthwith settled and adjusted by the company, ia 
pursuance of the authority and directions given to 
to them by the late act of parliamtot 

As th^ paynient of the troops and gftn i^ons, oo* 
casional expencQS in the ref>air^ and improvemeiiti 
of fortifications, aad other services iocid^itai to a 
flulitary establiskmeat, must of necessity be piinc^ 
tual and accurate, no latitude of personal as^uraoffi^ 
pr reciprocal confidence, of ^ither pC (lie parties 
pa the other, must be accepted or required ; bat thei 
pabpb and rajah mu^t of necessity specify partial^ 
lar districts and revenues for securiog the due and 
regular payment of their coqtributions intp tim 
tre^suiy of the company,* *wH(!^ whom ti^ <^ge 

^' "of 




p{ tiKS defence of tte €M0t, aiMl of codfte the 
power of the sword, must be exclusively it^asted, 
iR^ tx>wer for the company, in case of failure 
w def&ult of Buch payments, at t^e stip^ilated 
lames and seasons, to enter upon and possess auc^ 
-^tiictB, «nd to let tiie same to i^nters, to be 
confirioed by the nabob and the rajah respeetiyely ; 
hat trusting that in the execution of this part of 
ibe arrangement no undite obstro<5tion will be 
•^Vett by either of those powers, we direct, that 
this part of the treaty be toupled wkh a most po- 
isitive assurance, on out part, of oar 4etermina« 
tiM to support the dignity and aMhority of the 
nabob and rajah, in the exclusive adminlstratioB 
<Bif tiieircml government, and revenues ot their re- 
Itpective countries; and further, that in case of niry 
tostility committed against the territories of either 
of the contracting parties on the coast of Coro* 
mandel, the whole revenues of their respective 
territories shall be considered as one eomoHm 
>atoek, to be appropriated in the common cause of 
iStum defence — That the company on their part 
fhaH engage to refrain> during the tvar, from ^ 
appKcaticHi of any past of their revenues to any 
commercial purposes whatsoever, but apply the 
trtiole, save only the ordinary charges of their 
tivS governmettt, to the purposes of the war- 
That the naboV and the rajah shall in like maoner 
engage on their pttts to refrain, during the war, 

froiq 
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from* the application of any f>art of their i^eveoue^^ 
save only what shall be actoally accessary for tb» 
support of themselves, and the civil goyeranent 
oi their respective countries^ to any other iMir* 
]^es thaa that of defraying tbe^xpenceg ^of such 
military operations as the company luay £nd it 
necessary to carry on for the commoa s$fety of 
their interests on the coast of Car<unaadeL . 

Aod to obviate any difficulties or misuoderstamlr 
log which might arise from leaving -indetermioafco 
the sum Qecossary to be appropidated for the civil 
est^blisbcmat of each of. the r^^^ective ^^owens, 
that the mui be now ascertained which is indis« 
pesfcsably.iiecessaryto be applied to those j>mr|im$eft^ 
and which is to be held >sacred under every emer- 
gency, and set apart prevaous to the^^ppltCAtion of 
the rest of the revanuesi as berjeby atjipulajtedy £ar 
the purposes of mutual or common defence against 
any enemy, "for clearing the incumbrance wbich 
may have become necessarily incurred in <additioi^ 
to theexjpenditpreof those revenues {'d^icA mmtMt^ 
almajfs deemed part of the eof^ establishments This 
we tl)ink absolutely necessary, as nothing can tend 
so much to the preservation of peac^ and to pre- 
vant the renewaLx^ hostilities, as the early paitting 
the finances of the several .powers .upon a «cleai: 
footing; and the shewing to all otboi* powers;^ 
that the company, the nabob, and the rajahi are 
firmly united in one comipon cause, and combined 
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in one system of permanent and vigorous defence^ 
for the preservation of their respective territories, 
und the general tranquillity. 

That the whole aggregate revenue of the con- 
tracting parties shall, during the war, be under the 
application of the company, and shall continue as 
long after the vt^x as shall be necessary y to discharge 
the burthens contracted by it ; but it must be de- 
claredi that this provision sliall in no respect ex- 
tend to deprive either the nabob or the rajah of 
the substantial authority necessary to the coilectioni 
of the revenues of their respective countries. But 
it is meant that they shall faithfully perform the 
conditions of this arrangement ; and if a division 
of any part of the revenues, to an}- other than the 
stipulated purposes, shall take place, the company 
shall be entitled to take upon thenaselves the col* 
lection of the revenue. 

The company are to engage, during the time 
tfaey shall administer the revenues, to produce to 
the other contracting parties regular aecounte of 
the application thereof to the purposes stipulated 
by the treaty, and faithfully apply them in sup* 
port of the war. 

And lastly, as the defence of the Camatick h 
tfius to rest with the company, the nabob shall be 
satis6ed of the propriety of avoiding all unneces - 
sary expence, and will therefore agree not to main- 
tain a greater number of troops than shall be ne- 
cessary 



s 

I 
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cessary for the support of bis dignity, and the 
splendour of the durbar, which number sh^ be 
specified in the treaty ; and if any military aid is 
requisite for the security and collection of his re- 
venues, other than the fixed establishment em^. 
ployed to enforce the ordinary collections, and pre*, 
serve the .police of the country, the coQipany must 
be bound to furnish him with such aid : the rajah 
of Tanjore must likewise become bound by similar 
engagements, and be entitled to similar aid. 

As, in virtue of the powers vested in lord Ma-^ 
cartney, by the agreement of December, 1781^ 
sundry leases, of various periods, have been grant- 
ed to renters, we direct, that you apply to the na-^ 
bob, in our name, for his consent, that they may. 
be permitted to hold their leases to the end of the 
stipulated term ; and we have great reliance * OQ 
the liberality and spirit of accommodation mani^ 
fested by the nabob on so many occasions, that ha 
will be disposed to acquiesce in a proposition s^ 
just and reasonable; but if, contrary to our expec- 
tationS) his highness should be impressed with- any 
particular aversion to comply with this proposi* 
tion, we do not desire you to insist upon it. as an 
essential part of the arrangement to take place be- 
tween us ; but ia that event you must take espe- 

* For the ground of this '^ great reliance/' see the papers 
in this Appendix, No, 5. ; as ako the nabob's letters to the 
xouft of directors in this Appendix, No. la - :. ' 

. . cial 
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cial caM to give suirti indeoimficatiM t& the rei»-^ 
tWB £ir any loes tiiey mfty sudtaiiii d9 you judge t<^ 
be rewonabla 

It equally coocema^ tbe bommr oP our gaverti>-* 
BKOt, that suth natives as nmy Have been put in 
any degree of authority orer the cdfectwms, in 
ceiURKjaence of tiie deei of assignment; and Hvhor 
kttve proved faitbAi! to their trast^ shalf not sufier 
noonvenjence on account of theii' fidefity. 

Having thus given otnr sentiments at large, asr 
wril for the surrender of the^ assignment, as with 
Kgard to those arrangements which wd think he- 
^ ctasary to adopt in consequence thereof; we can- 
aM (^miss tbrs subject without expressing our 
highest approbation of the abifity^ moderatibtij and 
etmmafid oftemper^ with whfch our presldepfr at 
Bfodras has conducted himself in the management 
of a very delicate and embarrassing situation; His 
conduct, and that of the select cdmintttee of Fort 
9t George^ in the execution of the trust delegated 
to lord Macartney, by the nabob Mahomed Ally, 
has been vigorous and effectual, for the purpose 
of realiaiing as great a revenue, at a crisis of ne* 
cesstty, Bs the nature of the Case admitted ; and 
the imputation of corruption, suggested in some of 
the proceeding?, appears to be totally groundless 
and unwarranted. 

Willie we find so much to applaud, it is with 
tepet we ar^ induced to adverl to: any thing 

which 



whicAtnfty appear worthy €»f Uame, «s the step of 
issuing the Torana Chits in lord Macartney's owat 
name can onfy be jastified upon the ground of ab- 
aoiute necessity "* ; and as his lordship bad every 
oeescni to bdieve that the demand, when mad^ 
would be irksome and disagreeable to the feeliogi 
of Mahomed Ally, every precantion ought to have 
been used, and more time. aHowed, for pcovio^ 
tiiat necessity, by previous acts of addmas, civility, 
and conciliation, applied for the purposes of ob*: 
taining hb authority to such a measure. It ap- 
pears to us, that more of this might have been 
ased ; and therefore we cannot consider the omasr. 
son of it as blameleBs> consbtent wit^ our wishes: 
of sanctifying no act contrasy to the spirit of the: 
i^neement, w derogatory to the authority of the 
nabob of the Camatick, in the exercise of any olE 

* For tbe full proof of this necessity, lord Macartney's 
wliole correspondence on the subject may be referred to* 
Without the act here condemned, not one of the acts cora* 
mended in the preceding paragraph could be peeformod* By 
reJerring to the nabob's letters in this Appendix it will bcr, 
seen what sort of task a govemour has. on his handBy. who is . 
to use, according to the direction of this letter, '* acts of ad* 
dress, civility, and conciliation, and to pay, upon-oi/ occa- 
sions, the highest attention to persons, who at the very time 
are falsely, and in the grossest terms, accusing him of pecu- 
lation, corruption, treason, and every species of malversation 
In office. The recommedation> under menaces of such Ife- 
.haviotti^ and under such circumstances^ convejrs a lesson^ the. 
tendency o£ which cannot be misunderstood* 

i)b 
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his just rights, in the goveromettt of the people 
under his authority. 

We likewise observe, tibe nabob has complained 
that no official comaiunicatioa was made to him 
of the peace, for near a month after the cessation 
of am» took place. This, and every other mark 
of disrespect to the nabob, will ever appear hi^iy 
reprehensible in our eyes ; and wedirect that yoii. 
do, upon all occasions, pay the highest attmtioa 
; to him and his family.* 

Lord Macartney, in his mipute of the 9th of 
September last, has been fully under our coofiddera- 
tion : we shall ever applaud the prudence and fore* 
sight of our servants, which induces them to collect* 
and communicate to us, every opinion, or even 
ground of suspicion, they may entertain, relative 
to aoy of the powers in India, with whose conduct- 
our interest, and the safety of our settlements, is 

essentially connected. At the same time we ear* 

• 

nestly recommend, that those opinions and specu- 
lations be communicated to us with prudence, dis* 
cretion, and all possible secrecy ; and the terms in 
which they are conveyed be expressed in a manner 
as little offensive as possible to thepozvers whom they 
may concern^ and into whose hands they may fall* ^ 

We 

* The delicacy here recommended in the txpresnom Con- 
cerning conduct <^ with which the safety of our settlements is 
** essantially conaected^^' is a lessoa of this same. nature with 

the 
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We nekt proceed to give you our sentiments 
respecting the private debts of the nabob ; and we 
cannot but acknowledge, that the origin and justice^ 
both of the loan of 1767, and the loan of 1777, 
colnmonly called the cavalry loan, appear to us 
clear a1id indisputable, agreeable to the true sense 
and spirit of the late act of parliament 

In speaking of the loan of 1 767, we are to be 
understood as speaking of the debt as constituted 
by the original bonds of that year, bearing interetf 
at 10/. per cent.; and therefore, if any of the na- 
bob's creditors, under a pretence that their debts 
made part of the consolidated debt of 1767, al- 
though secured by bonds of a subs^equent dat^ 
carrying an interest exceeding 10/. per cent, shall 
claim the benefit of the following orders, we direct 
that you pay no regard to such claims, without 
farther especial instructions for tltat purpose. 

With respect ta the consolidated debt of 1777, 
it certainly stands upon a less favourable footing. 

the former* Dangecdus designs, if truly such, ought to be 
expressed accordiug to their nature aud qualities; audas for 
the secrecy recommended concerning the designs. here allude4 
to, nothing can be more absurd, as they appear very fully and 
directly in the papers published by the authority of the court 
of directors in 1775, and may be easily discerned from the 
propositions for the Bengal treaty, publi^ed in the Reports: of 
the Committee of Secrecy, and in the R^fM^ts of the Select 
Committee. Tli^ keeping of such secrets too long has been 
one cause of the Carnatrck war, and of the ruin of our affairs 
in India. 

Vol. IV. D d So 
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So early as the 27th March, 17®, it v^M- or- 
dered by our tbep president and council p[ Tost 
St George^ that for the preventing all per^Qpa 
Uviog undf^r the coqsipany'a protection from hav- 
ing any dealings with any of the country powter^t 
or their ministers, without the knowledge or con- 
sent of the board, an advertisement should be pub* 
liiihed, by fixing it up at tiie sea-gate, aad sending 
iround a copy to the compaay^s sarvants and inba- 
fcitanti^ aod^to the di&rent subordinates, and owt 
furrisohs, and giving it out ia general orders; 
itating therein, that die president and couodl did 
consider . tbe irreversible order of the conrt of 
directors of the year 1714 (whereby thdr people 
were pnAibited from having any dealings with 
iba OHintQr govenmieiits b mosieLy jnatters) to be 
in fall force and v^ur; a^d &er^by expressly 
forbidding all servants of tbe company, and other 
Eurapeans under timr jurisdictim, to make loana^ 
or. have any money tranaactions with any of the 
princes or states in India,, without special licence 
and permission of the president atid council for 
tbs time being, except only in the particulai* cased 
there nientioned ; and declaring, that any wilful 
deviation therefrom should be deemed a breach of 
orders, and treated as such. And on tbe 4th of 
March 1778, it was resolved by our president and 
council of Fort St George, that tbe consolidated 
debt of 1777 was no^ on any respect whatever^ 

conducted 
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coodoeted under the awpiGes or protection of timi 
government ; and on the circifimst^nce <^.tbe eoa«r 
solidation of ttie said debt being made know^n 10 
U8} we dki, on the SSd of December^ 1778^ write 
to you Sq the following term^ : "^ Your accomtA 
^^ of the nabob's private debts is very alarming i 
'^ ba|; from whatever cause or causes tbo9e d^bt9 
'^ have b?ep qontracted or increiised, we hereby 
*' repeat our orders, th«t the stmotioh of tbe toasH 
'^ pnny. be-on no Account given to any kind of m« 
*^ curity fof tbe payment 6t liq^iidaticHi of aojf^ 
** piart thereof (ekcept by tbe express author!^ of 
'^ the eduet of directons) on any account or pre^ 
<' tcnce whatever.** 

Tlie loan of 1777) therefore, has no sanction ohr 
authority from us ; and in considering the situa^ 
tton and circumstances of this loan, we cannot 
omit to obaerve, that tbe creditors eonki nofe bd 
^norant how greatly the aiFairsI df the babob weto 
at that time deranged, and that his debt to tbe 
company was then very considerable ; the payment 
of which the parties took the most efffedual meaias 
to postpone, by procuring an asiiignment of such 
specific revenues, for tbe discfaftrge of their own 
debts, as alone could have enabled tbe nabob, to 
have discharged that of the company. . 

Under all these circumstanbes, we should be 
warranted to refuse our aid or prot^ction^ in thei 
recovery of. this loan; bpt thm we consider. the 

D d 2 inexpediency 
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inexpediency x^ keeping the subject of the nabob's 
debts longer afloat than is absolutely necessary ; 
whdn we consider how much the final conclusion of 
tills business will tend to promote tranquillity, cre- 
dit, and circulation of property in the Camatick ; 
and when we consider that the debtor concurs with 
tiie creditor in establishing the justice of those debts 
eonsdidated in 1777 into gross sums, for which 
bonds were given, liable to be transferred to per- 
sons different irom the original creditors, and bav- 
mg no share or knowledge of the transactions in 
which the debts originated, and of course how 
little ground there is to expect any substantial 
good to result from an unlimited investigation into 
them, we have resolved so far. to reco^use the 
justice of those debts, as to extend to them that 
{urdtectbn wJiich, upon more forcible grounds, ure 
have seen cause to allow to the other two classes 
of debts. ' But, although we so far adopt the ge- 
neral presumption in their' favour, as to admit 
them to a participation in .the manner hereafter 
directed, we do^not mean to debar you from re- 
ceiving any complaints against those debts of 1777, 
at the instance either of the nabob himself, or of 
other creditors injured by their being so. admitted, 
or by any other persons having a proper interest 
or stating reasonable grounds of objection ; and 
if any complain t$ are offered, we order that the 
grounds of all such be attentively examined by 

you, 
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Joa, and be transinitted to us, together wJlh the 
endenoe adduced in support of them^ for oui^ 
final decision; and as we have before directed, 
that the sum of twelve lacks of pagodas, to be re* 
ceived anQually firom the nabob, should be paid 
into our treasury, it is our order that the same 
be distributed according to the following arrange* 
ment. 

That the debt be made up in the following 
manner, viz. 

The debt consolidated in 1707 to be made up 
to the end of the year 1784> with the current in« 
terest at ten per cent 

The cavalry loan to be made up to the same pe- 
riod, with the current interest at twelve per cent 

The debt consolidated in 1 777 to be made up 
to the same period, with the current interest at 
twelve per cent to November, 1781, and from 
thence with the current interest at six per cent 

The twelve lacks annually to be received, are 
then to be applied, 

1. To the growing interest on the cavalry loan, 
at twelve per cent 

S. To the growing interest on the diebt of 1777> 
at six per eent. 

The remainder to be equally divided ; one half 
to be applied to the extinction of the oompany^s 
debt, the other half to be applied to the paymi^nt 
of growing interest at 10/« per cent and toWffdi 
the discharge of tbe principal of the debt of 17^'7« 

6 Vm 




This amngement to continoe till th« principal 
9f tb|^ debt 1767 is discharged* 

The ii,pplicatioQ of the tavelve lacks is then t9 
ba, 

1. To the iBterest of ^he debt 1777, as above. 
The remaiDdfr to \fe- theo oqualiy divided; ood 
half towards the discharge of the ciprrent iatgre^ 
and principal of the cavalry loan, and the ^ef 
Mff t;<piward^ thjs: d^chaf ge of t^e coqapaay'^ debt 

When the cavalry loan shall be thus di^charge4» 
U^ere shi^l t^qj} t^ pa)^ tqi^ard^ the disirharge of 
tb$ cpq()p^py,> d^bt, s^^yen lapl^. 

To the growing interest an4 capital qi tb^ 1777 
lo^i>i^ five, lapks. 

Wh^n tbe copfip^iay V de^t shall b^ diaqhargedi 
t^f3 M^bqle is ti^e^ tq be applied; it| disqboi^ge of the 

debt 17W. 

. I£ tt)e> nfUbfobx sMi be prevailed upoib to wp^y 
the wjt^m»,mA growing ptofinrats of dl^t.TajB^xre 
pf)Ah04»b iq. fuvth^ discharge of hts ()«^» Q^er 
and above the twelve lacks of pagodaa^ «& direct 
that thft Mybple of that pnyuient^ when^^madQ^ ^ball 
be applied towards the reduction of thiQ'CQiiipaqy'a 
deb^ 

We have laid down these general tn\t» of dia? 
IfilHitioDi, ^ appearing to u$ fpuqded qq ji^ce^ 
and the relativfi Qircomttanoea of the differeat 
debt^; endth^riilHre we give our autl^ority and 
protef^tipp tp^thep only Pi^.tbe suppositioa that 
tbey w|«) i|*|omt prqtw|tiofta«gui?gce i() the cash 
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dition upon which it is given ; and therefore ive 
€Kpres$ly order, that if any creditor of the oabob, 
a 8ervantu>f the company, or being under our pro- 
tection, shall refuse to express his acquiescence ia 
these arrangements, he shall not only be excluded 
from receiving any share of the fund under your' 
distribution, but shall be prohibited from taking 
any separate measures to recover his debt from 
the oabdb, it being one great inducement to our 
i^iopting this arrangement, that the nabob shall, 
be relieved froai all further disquietude by ths 
importunities of his individual creditors^ and be 
left at liberty to pursue tiiose measures for the 
]^rosperity of his counti^, Whi^h the embarrassi- 
Mtats of his situation bave^Jiitherto deprived him 
tt the means ^f eaerting* And W« fortlter dlreet^ 
tmt if any credit^ shall be found rofractiH'yy of 
disposed to disturb thb arrftilgemfnt we ba«i sug^ 
^ted, he^hall be dismissed the service^ and seal 
home to England. 

Hie directbns we haye given only a^Iy to Ibi 
three classes of debts wbtcb have come under ont 
i^MeiTGltion. It has been surmis^, tbattbe nabob 
has of late contracted ftirther debts ; if any of 
these are due to British sdbjeots, we ibrbld any 
countenance or protection whatbver to be giveA 
fo them, until the debt is fully ioyestSga^, th0 
nature of it reported home, and our specitd ipstrucr 
tlons upon it ceceived. 

We 
7 
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We cannot conclude this subject, without ad- 
verting in the strongest terms to the prohibitions 
which have from time to time issued under the au- 
thority of ditfereat courts of directors against any 
of our servants, or of those under our protection, 
having any money transactions with any of tbe 
country powers, without the knowledge and 
previous consent of our respective gpveromeiils 
abroad ; we are happy to find that tbe nabob, sen- 
sible. of tbe great embaiTassments both to his ova 
and the company's affairs, which tbe ernormoos 
amount of their private claims have occasioned, is 
"ii^illing to engage not to incur any new debts with 
individuals, and we thiqk little difficult will he 
found in persuading his highness into a positive 
Stipulation for that purpose; and though theler 
gislature has thus humanely interfered io behalf <>f 
such individuals as migl|t otherwise have been re^ 
fiuced to great distress by the past transactions, we 
hereby, in the most pointed and positive terms, re- 
peat our prohibition upon this subject ; and di- 
jrect that no person, being, a servant of the com- 
pany, or being under our protection, shall, on any 
pretenpe whatever, be concerned in any loan or 
Other money transaction with any of the country 
power^ unless with the knowledge and express 
.pe^rmissioo of our fjespect^ve governments. And 
if any of our servants, or others being under our 
protection, shall be discovered in auv respect coun- 

teractiug 
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t^ractiiig these, orders, we strictly enjoin you to 
take the first opportunity of sending them home~ 
to Englrtiid, to be putiished as guilty of disotw- 
dieacc of orders, and no protection or assistance 
of the company shall be given for the recovery of 
ptiy loans connected with such transattions. YoUr 
particular attention to this subject Is strictly en- 
jnned ; and any conQivance on your parts,' to 
breach Of our orders ppon it, Will iAcur our 
highest displeasure. 

In order to put an end to those intrigues, which 
have been so successfully carried on at the nabob's 
durbai", we repeat our prohibition in the strongest 
terms respecting any intercourse between British 
subjects and the nabob and his femily^ as we are 
convinced that such an intercourse has been car- 
ried on greatly to the detriment and expence of 
the nabob, andmerely to the advantage of iDdi>' 
viduals. We therefore direct, that all persons who' 
shall oSend against the Letter and spirit of this ne*' 
ceasary order, whether' in the company's service^' 
or Mnder their protection, be forthwitii seat to 
Jjigland. ' ■ ' 

Approved "by the Board, - 

. HENRY DUNDASy 

WhltchaU, 



Extract from the Representation of the Court of 
Directors of the East India Company. 

My Lords and Gentlemen. 

IT is with extreme concern that we express a 
difference of opinion with your right honourable 
board, in t^iis early exercise pf your controlling 
power; but in so novel an institutiooi it can 
scarce be thought extraordinary, if the exact boun- 
daries of our respective functions and duUes 
should not at once^ on either side, be precisely and 
fiuniliarly understood, and therefore confide io 
^ur justice and candour for believing that we 
have no wish to invade or frustrate the salutary 
purposes of your institution, as we on our part are 
tiu>rougbIy satisfied that you have no wish to en* 
croacb on the legal powers of the East India con^ 
])any ; we shall proceed to atate our objections to 
such of the amendments as appear to us to be either 
insufficjeoty inexpedient, or unwarranted. 

6th. Concerning the private Debts of the Nabob 
of Arcot; and the Application of the Fund of 
twelve Lacks of Pagodas per Annum* 

Under this bead you are pleased, in lieu of our 
paragraphs, td substantiate at once the justice of all 
those demands which the act requires us to invea* 
tigat^ subject* dn|y to ^ right reserved to tba 

nabobs 
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nabobf or any other party conceamed, to qacstion 
tbejustietofacir^^btfalli^ within ^ last of the 
tbree classes ; we s^ibniit, that at least tbe oppor- 
tunity o£ questioDing, wtfiiui tbe limited tbne, 
tbe- justioGof any of the debts, ought to hare been 
folly presecved ; and stipposmg the first and se^ 
coad classes to stand free from imputalioQ (as wis 
incline ta betieve they do) no injury can recuH to 
iadividuala from such diaeusuoa : and we fiirtber 
sabmit to your <onaidesa4ioo, bow far the ex^nesa 
direction of tbe act to examine the satara and 
•rif^D of the debts ha^ Wesir by the. amended pa^ 
gagraphs, coioplied -with,; and whathes at least 
tbe rate oi interest, according tO' which tbe debts 
arittog imm soucar aisi^ineiA of tiie land Iwe- 
Duee to the SKvanta of the company, acting in- tba 
capacity of native badiers, bavfe htaea aecumuiated; 
•ugbt not to be inquired into, a» well as the rea- 
fOBabtdoass of the deduction of Z5 per oent. wbicU 
tbe Bengal gpvemiiunt directed toi be made from 
ft groat part of the ddblE. on ceitaio conditions. 
But to your appropriation of tbe fund, our duty 
requires thatwe should state on 
Our right to be paid the arrears 
by which, almost to our own i 
served the country, and all tbe 
with i^ from falling a prey to 
ror, surely stands paramount 
foro}^ debts upon tbe revenu 
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preserved, even if the legislature had not expressly 
limited the assistance to be given the private ere* 
ditors to be such as should be consistent with our 
own rights. The nabob had, long before passing 
the act, by treaty with our Bengal government, 
agreed to pay us seven lacks of pagodas, as part of 
the twelve lacks, in liquidation'of those arrears, 
of which seven lacks the arrangement you havo 
been pleased to lay down would take away from 
us more than the half, and give it to private cre- 
ditors, of whose demands there are only about a 
sixth part which do not stand in a predicament that 
you declare would not entitle them to any aid or 
protection from us in the recovery theiieof, were 
it not upon grounds of expediency, as will more 
particularly appear by the annexed estimate. Un^ 
til our debt shall be discharged, we can by no 
means consent to give up any part of the seveu 
lacks to the private creditors ; and we humbly ap«* 
prebend, that in this declaration we do not ex« 
ceed the limits of the authority and rights vested 
in us. 



The 
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The Bight honourable theCommi«sfoners for the 

Afiiurs of India* « 



The REPRESENTATION of the Court of Di- 
rectors of the EastTndia Company. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

THE court having duly attended to your rea- 
sonings and decisions, on the subjects of Arnee an^ 
Hauamantagoody, beg leave to observe, with due 
deference to your judgement, that the directions 
we had given in these paragraphs,, which did nqt 
obtain your approbation, still appear to us to have 
been consistent with justice, and agreeable to the 
late act of parliament, which pointed out to us^ 
as we apprehended, the' treaty of 17o2 ' as our 
guide. 

Signed by order of the said courts ' 



THQ. MOETQN, Sea 






East India House^ 
the 3d NovemieVf 1784* 
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Extract of a Letter from the Commissioaers for 
tbe:4i^Mr9 of IiMiia^ to the Court of DioBctars, 
dated Sd Novamber, 1784, in Answer to their 
Remonstrance. 

Si*t& Article. 

« 

WE think it proper, considering the particular 
nature of the subject^ to state to you the following 
remarks on that part of your representation wluch 
relates to the plan for the discharging of the nabob s 
debts. 

1st. You compute the revenue which the Car- 
natick may be expected to produce only, at twenty 
tacks of pagodas. If we concurred' with you in 
this opinion, we should certainly feel our hopes of 
advantage to all the parties from this arrangement 
considerably diminished. But we trust, that we 
are not too sanguine oh this head, when we place 
the greatest reliance on the estimate transmitted 
to you by your president of Port St George, hav- 
ing there the best means of information upon the 
fact, and stadng it with a particular view to the 
subject matter of these paragraphs. Some allow- 
ance, we are sensible, must be made for the (fiflk- 
rence of collection in the nabob's hands, but we 
trust not such as to reduce the receipt nearly to 
what you suppose. 
— 2dly, 



f 



/ Sdlj. In making up the ataouni of ibe privatt 
debts, jQQ t^k^ in qonipouaf} irHerests at the di^ 
rent rates spect6ed in our paragraph. This it waf 
Zi6t our intention to allow ; and lest any oiisfi^R^ 
ception should arise on the spot, we have i^ided aa 
express direction, thfit the del4^ be mi|de up witb 
simple, interest only, frofoi the time 9f tbe<r tqsp^^ 
tive consolidatipq. Clause F f« 

S^ly* We have also the strcMigest gronoda 1» 
^lelieve, that the d/ebts will be^ in other r6S|)0et% 
considerably les^i tbap Uiey are tiOw eompufied bgr 
^Qix; and conQequemlyi the company's animal 
proportion of the twelve lacks will be larger t^Ml 
it appears on your estimate. But even on your 
own statement of it, if we add to tiie 150,000/. or 
S| 75,000 pagodas (which you take as the aodual 
proportion to be received by the company §or fiv« 
years to the eod of 1799) the annual amount of 
tbe Taojore peshcush for the sanae period^ and the 
Arrears on tbe peshcush (proposed by Lord Ma* 
cartney to be received in three years) ; the whole 
will make a sura not falling very short of pagodas 
35,00,000, the amount of pagodas 7,00,000 p6t 
Mnum for the same period. And if we carry ooir 
calcuhitions farther, it will appear tha^ both bjf 
tbe plan jHoposed by tbe nabob, and adopted io 
your paragraphs, and by that which we trao^mi^ 
ted to you, the debt from tbe nabob, if takcfi 
at S,090»000L will be dischtrgfd neady M Ibt 

same 




^me ' period, viz. in the course of the eleventti 
jfear. We cannot therefore be of opinion that 
there is the smallest ground for objecting to thi^ 
arrangetnenty aa injurious to the interests of the 
company, .even if the measure were to be consi- 
dered, on the mere ground of expediency, and 
with A view only to the wisdom of re-establishing 
credit and circulatbn in a commercial settlement, 
<itithout any consideration of these motives of at- 
listition to the feeliidgs and honour of the nabob, 
vS humanity to incHviddals, and of justice to per* 
•ons in your service, and living under your pro- 
tection, which faiEive actuated the legislature, and 
nvfaich. afford not only justifiable, but commend- 
able grounds for your conduct* 
. Impressed with this conviction, we have not 
made any alteration in the general outlines of the 
arrangement which we had before transmitted to 
JOU4 ' . But, as the amount of the nabob's revenue 
la matter of uncertain conjecture, and as it does 
not appear just to us, that any deficiency should 
fall wholly on any one class of these debts, we 
'have added a direction to your government of 
Fort St. George; that if, not\fitbstanding the pro- 
>^isi6n6 contained in our former paragraphs, any 
ideiiciency should ^rise, the payments of what 
tshall be received shall be made in the same propor- 
tion which would have obtained in the division of 
the wbole twelve lacks, -had they been paid. 
c .: APPENDIX, 






APpfiNDIX, Na 10. 

I^(«?rrf!^ ^}> frotp p. 30d. 

rTH£ following extracts are subioined, to ihey/r 
the matter and the style of representation eoiployea 
by those who h^ve obtained that ascendancy over 
thq mbok of Arcpt) vvhich is described in the lettet 
mt^f^eji 1^9. p. ^ft\^p present Appendi^, aad which 
i^ ;jc) ,tQ);^Hy de§tf uctiv^e of the aufhority s^hd credit 
of tb^e la^vful Pritish gpyernm|snt at Madra$. The 
cl^^fgp$ mf^de by tlie^e pjer^pns have been solemnl j^ 
^enied by JLord Alacartney j and, to judge from 
the .ch,^9.,cter of the parties ecc^se4 and accusing^ 
they are probably void ,Pf ^11 fpiindatiprt, But as 
the (enters are in the nanie and under the signaturi^ 
of a person of great rank and (Consequence among 
the natives ; as they contain matter of the mosc 
eer jous nature ; as they Ci^atge i^ie mpst enormous 
crioxe^y and cprruptions qf the grossest kind, on a 
British ^ovef aour ; and as they ^efet to the na- 
Wb's minister in Great Britain for' proof and fur* 
ther elucidation of the matters complained of, 
cc){n^Qn deqency^ and common policy, demanded 
an inquiry into their truth or ifalshood. The.writ- 
\t\^ is obviously (h^ product of some English pen. 
If^ on inquiry, these charges should be made good 

Vox.1V/ ' Ee (atbing 
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(b, thing very unlikely) the party accused wcmtd 
become a just object of animadversion. If they 
should be found (as in all probability they woatd 
be found) false and calumnious, and supported by 
Jorgery,theti the censure would fall on the accuser; 
at the same time the necessity would be manifest 
for proper measures towards the security of go- 
vernment against such infamous accusations. It is 
as necessary to protect the honest fame of virtuous 
governours, as it is to punish the corrupt and ty- 
rannical. But neither the court of directors nor 
(he board of control have made any inquiry into 
the truth or falsehood of these charges. They have 
covered over the accusers and accused with abun* 
dance of compliments. They have insinuated some 
Oblique censures; and they have recommended 
perfect harmony betw'ccn the chargers of corrup- 
tion and peculation, and the persons charged witk 
these crimes.] 

] 3th October, 1 782. Extract of & tmnslatioa of 
a letter fVom the nabob of Areot to tlie chair* 
man of the court of directors of the East India 
company. 

" FATALLY for me, and for the publick in- 
tefestj the company's favour and my unbounded 
confidence have been lavished on a man totally 
unfit for the exalted station in which he has been 

placed* 
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I^Uced, and unworthy of the trusts that have been 
repoiedln him. When I speak of one who has* 
so deeply stabbed my honour, my wounds bleed 
afresh, and I must be allowed that freedom of ex- 
pression which the galling reflection of my injuries 
and my misfortunes naturally draws from me. 
Shall your servants, unchecked, unrestrained, and 
unpunished, gratify their private views and ambir' 
tiou, at the expence of my honour^ my peace, and" 
my happiness, and to the ruin of my country, as 
well as of all your affairs? No sooner bad lord Ma* 
Cartney obtsiined the favourite object of his ambi* 
tion, than he betrayed the greatest insolence to- 
wards me, the most glaring neglect of the common 
civilities and attentions paid me by all former go-" 
vemours, in the worst of times, and even by the 
most inveterate of my enemies. He insulted my 
servants, endeavoured to defame my Character by 
unjusly censuring my* administration, and ex- 
tended his boundless usurpation to the whole go-» 
vemment of my dominions, in all the branches 
of judicature and police j and, in violation of the 1 

express articles of the agreements, proceeded to 
send renters into the countries, unapproved of by 
ftie, men of bad character, and unequal to my 
management or responsibility. Though he -^ 
ehargeable M-ith the greatest acta of cruelty, even 
to the shedding of blood, and cutting off the 
Doses and ears of my subjects, by those exercising 

E e S his 
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his aJOthoiiitjF in the codntries, and that even the 
duties d£ religion tnd jiubVick worship have beea 
iotarnipted or prevented ; and, though he earrieS 
da all his buaioess by the arbitrary exertion d 
iQiGtary force, yet does be not collect from the 
cMmtries one^foortb of the revenue that shoald 
Be produced. The statement he pretends to hold 
forth of expected revenue, is totally faliaeioufl^ 
and can nerer be realized under the mnni^ement 
of his locdsfaip, in the appcnntment oi renterst 
totally dis<|iialified» rapacious, and irresponsible, 
vrbo are actually embezzling and dissipating the 
pablici( revenues that should assist in tha supporb 
of the war. Totally occupied by his private views,, 
and goifemed by hb pissions, he has n^ected or 
SKcrifieed aU the essential objects of publiek good^- 
and by want of co-operation with Sir Eyre Coote, 
and refusal to Ibrnbh the army with the necessary 
supplies^ has tendered the • glorious and repeated- 
victofies of the gallant general iiieffectual to the 
eapulsioo of our cruel enemy. To cover bifrinsu£* 
ficieoey, and veil the discredit attendaat on his 
&ilure in every measure, he tbrowa out the most 
illiberal expressions^ aad institutes ufijusfc aocnsi^ 
tions against me ; andy in aggrairalioii of all the 
(^tresses imposed iip^m me^ he has abetted tb» 
meanest cakininiators^ t^^ briog forward fids* 
charges against me, and my son Ameer-ul-Omcafa, 
in order to create embarrassment^ and for the dis« 

tress 
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tress of my mind. JVIy papers and writings sent 
to you, must testify to the whole world the ma- 
levolence of his designs, and the means tiiftt have 
been used to forward them. He has vhdmtly 
seized and opened ail tetters addressed to me and 
my servants, on my publick and private a&irs. 
My vackeel, that attended fatm, according to :mi- 
cient custom, has been ignomintously dismissed 
from his presence, and not suffered to approach the- 
govern lnen^ bouse. He has in the meanest man- 
aer, and as he thought in secret, beeti tamperii^ 
ftnd intnguing with my family and relations for 
the fforsl of purposes. And if I express the ago- 
nies of my mind under these most pointed injuries 
and oppressions, and complain of the violence and 
Bijustice of lord Macartney, I am insulted by ht« 
affected construction, that my communications aro 
dictated by the insinuations of others. At Uie 
same time that bis conscious apprehensioM for hit 
misconduct, have produced ^le most abjeot appli- 
cations to me, to smother my feelings, and en- 
treaties to write in fah lordship's fovonr to £n|^ 
land, and to submit all my affairs to hb direc- 
tion. When his submisatoits hare failed to mouki 
me to his will, he has eadeavoured to effect his 
purposes by menaces of his secret influence with 
those in power in Engla 
assert, shall be effectual 
and to deprive me tod 
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of my rights of sovereignty and government for 
ever. To such a length have his passions and vio-* 
lences carried him, that all my family, my depen- 
dants^ ^nd even my friends and visitors, are perse^ 
(uted with the strongest marks of his displeasure* 
Every shadow of authority in my person is taken 
from me, and respect to my name discouraged 
tbrogghout the whole country. When an officer 
of high rank in his majesty's service was some time 
s^ce introduced to me by lord Macartney, his 
lordship took occasion to shew a personal derision 
and contempt of me, Mr. Richard Sulivan, who 
has attended my durbar under the commission of 
the governonr- general and council of Bengal, has 
experienced bis resentment; and Mr. Benfield, 
with whom I have np business^ an4 who, as be has 
been accustomed to do for many years, has con- 
tinued to pay me bis visits of respect, has felt the 
weight of his lordship's displeasure^ and has had 
every unmerited insinuation thrown out against 
bim> to prejudice hiqa, and deter him from paying 
me his compliments as uaiial, 

** Thus, gentlemen, b&vp you delivered n^ over 
to a strapger; |o a inai) unacquainted ^'ith govern- 
ment ai|d business, aod too opinionated to learn ; 
to a man whose ignorance, and prejudices operate 
\fi the neglect of ^yery good measure, or the liberal 
roi»operation with any that wish well to the pub- 
)ipk iatcr^^ts I to ^ mi^} wl}0| to pursue his owi^ 

passioq8| 
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passional j4kqs, and designs, will certainly rain all 
mine, as well as the company's aiiairs. His mis- 
management and obstinacy have caused the loss 
of many lacks of my revenues^ dissipated and em- 
bezzledj and every publick consideration sacrificed^ 
to his vanity and private views. I beg to offer 
an instance in proof ot my assertions, and to justify 
the hope I have, that you will cause to be made 
good to me all the losses I have sustained, by the 
mal-ad ministration and bad practices of your set- 
vantSi according to all the account of receipts of 
former years, and which I made known to lord 
Macartney, amongst other papers of information, 
in the beginning of his management in the coUec* 
tions. The district of Ongole produced annually, 
upon a medium of many years, ninety thousand 
pagodas! but lord Macartney, upon receiving a 
sum of money from Ramchunary *, let it out to him, 
in April last, for ]th^ inadequate rent of 50,000 
pagodas per annum, diminishing in tliis district 
alone, near half the accustomed revenues* After 
this manner hath he exercised his powers over 
the countries, to suit his own purposes and de* 
signs ; and this secret mode has he taken to reduce 
the collections." 

* See Telinga Letter at the end of thii correspondence. 
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1 8t NoVcmlicr, 1 7S2. Copy of a teifer ft6m XhA 
Kabob of Arcot to the Court of Directors, &C. 
Received 7tH April, 1/83, 

# 
** TH'E distresses which I have set forth in m* 
former letters, are now increased to su^h ah alarm-- 
ing pitch, by the imprudent meiBisui*es dif your gb- 
vernour, and by the artitrary and impoiitick cod- 
duct pursued with the merchants and importefB 
of grain, that the very existence of the fort 6f 
liMadras seems at stake, and that of the inhabitants 
of the settlement appears to have been tbtlilly over- 
looked ; many thousands have died, dnd continue 
hourly to perish of fainiAe, though the capacity 
'of one of your youngest servants, with diligetice 
and attention, by doing jdstice, and giving tea* 
^sonable encduragetnent to the merciiants, and by 
drawing the supplies of grain which the northerti 
couritf ite would have afforded, might have secared 
US against alf those dreadful calamities. I had with 
'much difficulty procured and purchased a smtill 
'quantity of rice, for the use of myself, my family, 
and attendants, and with a view 6f sending off the 
greatest part of the latter to the northern coun* 
tries, with a little subsistence in their bands. Bat 
>what must your surprise be, when you learn, that 
even this rice was seized by lord Macartney, with 
a military force ! and thus am I unable to provide 
for the few people I have about me, who are 

driven 
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^riv^ to ^th% elch^eii^y i^d fhidery, thtt k;gbtt 
Itee pkin to 'bebcftfl^iiato. I hwt ^sired pmftiiih 
si6n to get a little rice fimn the tioi'th^ <^m}trieb 
"for thte subsistence bf tiiy people, without its b6Jng^ 
'liable to sefeure 'by yout sepoys : ^his tfvcii has been 
V6ifuSfed rtie by Idrd M&oaftriey. What mudt yottr 
'ilteimgd be, on Isuch wttntbti cruelty, 'easerdaad to- 
MUtih the, wheo you cdns!der that df tfadoMhds Of 
^tllag'ed belOttghig to me, u "swingle one would have 
fiufided for toy 3iibsi6teiite r 

S2d March, 17iB3. IVatislation of « liiXMr^SNxii 
the Nabob t^f Arcdt'to Ihb €bain»ftii 'and Di- 
Yecitof s df the East India Cotapany;— RodeitWl 
ftotn'Mr. Jatnes Macphersoti, 1st Jab. 1784. 
^* I AM wjiKtig to attribiite this contihued usur* 
')patioh'to the fear df detection fo lord M^eartiiey: 
iie Aeads *the fcivful ^day when the scfeiiedf Ms 
i&nbritiitfes %lll be laid open, tit my restoration to 
*toy'6outftry, 'And ti^hen the tongues ttf my op- 
'|)rc^sed Subjects trill be unloosed, and proclaifki 
'ttload the cruel tyrannies they have sU^taitaed. 
Th6se sendM^ritS of bis lordships designs^ arc cor- 
fdborstted by his sending, 6n the 10th institrrt, twte 
'jgentl^tnen to toe ifad'ray son Ameer-ul-Omrab ; 
"atid ibese gendemen from lord Macartney especi- 
ally set'fotth to tne, and to my 'son, thttt ail de- 
)pendance on the po^er of the superioor govern- 
'UeAt of Bemgaly to enforce' the intentions of the 

• company 
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company to restore n^ couDtryi was vaio ^imI 
groundless ; that the oompany confided in bis lord- 
sbip's judgment and discretion, and upon his re- 
presentations, and that if I, and my son, Ameer- 
ul-Omrah, would enter iiito friendship with lord 
Macartney, and sign a paper, declaring all my 
charges and complaints against bim to be false, that 
his lordship might be induced to write to England, 
:tbat all his allegations against me and my son were 
not well-founded ; and, notwithstanding hb decla* 
rations to withhold my country, yet on these con* 
.isiderations, it might be still restored me. 

^^ What mu^t be your feelings for your ancient 
.aad faithful friend, on his receiving such insults to 
bis honour and understanding from your principal 
servant, armied with your authority? From these 
•manoeuvres, amongst thousands I have experienced, 
the truth must evidently appear to you, that 1 have 
.not been loaded with those injuries and oppres- 
sions from motives of publick service, but to an- 
.swer the private views and interests of his lordship, 
and his secret agents ; some papers to this point 
are inclosed; others, almost without uttmber, must 
be submiited to your justice, when time and cir* 
cumstances will enabi^ me fully to investigate those 
transactions. This opportunity wiU not permit 
. the full representation of my load of injuries and 
. distresses; I beg leave to re&r you to my minister, 
Mr. Macpherson, for the papers, according to the 
inclosed list, which accompanied my last dispatches 

by 
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by Ae Rodney, which I fear have foiled ; and my 
correspondence with lord Macartney, subsequent 
to that period, such as I have been able tp prepare 
for this opportunity, are inclosed. ' 

'^ Notwithstanding all the violent acts and de« 
^larations of lord Macartney, yet a consciousness of 
his own misconduct was the sole incentive to the 
Qienac^s and overtures he has hdd out, in various 
^IffSr. H? has been insultingly lavish in his ex- 
presjij^ of high respect for my person ; has had 
the insolence ^ sav, that all his measures flowed 
^m his afiectioDalcMQegard alone; has presumed to 
say, that all his enmity abd 9|p^ression were levelled 
lit my SOD, Ameer-ul-Omrah, to whom he before 
acknowledged every aid and assistance : and, . his 
lordship being without any just cause or founda- 
tion for complaint against us, or a veil to cover hb 
pwn violences, be has now had recourse to the 
meanness, and has dared to intimate ol my son, in 
9cder to iptimidate me, and to strengthen his own 
wicked purposes, to be in league with our enemies 
the French* You must doubtless be astonished, 
no less at the assurance, than at the absurdity of 
such a wicked suggestion,'* 

(In the nabob's own hand.) 

*' P. S. In my own band-writing I acquainted 
Mr. Hastings^ as I now do my ancient friends the 
company, with the insult offered to my liooour and 
vnderstandin^ in the extraordinary propositions 

sent 
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s«ol tb me by lord Macartney, through two gen^ 
tlfemeft, on the 10th instant, so artfully veiled witit 
nUfnaMfi, iiopes, anfd promises. But how can lori^ 
Macartney add to his enormities, after his wicked 
and calmnnmting insincrations^ so evidently direct- 
ed ugainst tne and my fomily, trough my ikithfoly 
my datifal, «nd beloved son, Ameer-ul-Omrah, 
wtoo, you well ktiow, has been ever bom and brei 
amongst the English^ whom I liave istudiously 
brought up in the warmest sentiments of afibction 
and attachment to 'them ; sentiments, thai in hs 
maturity have been his highest amfbition to im-^ 
prove, insomuch that he 'knows no happiness, bat 
in the faithful support of our alliance and con^ 
nexion with the English nation ?" 

J 2th August, and Postsbript of the l€th August, 
1793. Translation Of a Letter to the Chair- 
man and Directors of the East-India Company. 
Received from TStfr. James Macpherson, 14th 
January, 1T84. 

•' YOUR astonishment and indignation will be 
equally raised with mine, when you hear that your 
president has daredy contrary to your intention, to 
continue to usurp the privileges and hereditary 
powers of the nabob of the Carnatick, your old 
and unshaken friend, and the declared ally of the 
king of Great Britain. 
'^ I will not take' up your time by enumerating 

the 
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the particular acts of lord Mactutme^'a violeoce^ 
ouelty, and iajustice ; tha/ indeed ocdur too fre-^ 
guently, and fall upon me» and tny devoted au^ects 
and cottntjy, too thick, to be regularly related. I 
refec you to my miciater, Mr. James Macphsraoo, 
for a more circumttantial acaount of the e^reaam* 
and enemdties by lohich he AfU brought both misfi 
and the company's afi^rs tQ the briaJ^ of deatruc* 
lion. I trust that such fli^raat violationa of all 
justice, honour, and the faith of treaties, wil) rei* 
cfive the severest marks of your displeasure^ aiMl 
that lord Macartney's conduct, in makipg use of 
yoitr name and authority as a sanction for the con* 
tisuance of his usurpation, will be disclaimed with 
the utmost indignatiot^ aod followed with the 
severest punisbmeot I conceive that his lord^ip's 
arbitrary reteatiou of my country and g9verament 
can only originate in his insatiable cravings, iii his 
implacable malevolence against me, and through 
fear of detection, which must follow the surrender 
of the Camatick into my hands, of those nefarious 
proceedings, which are no^ suppressed by the arm 
of violence aod power, 

" i did not ^l to represent to the supreme go- 
vemmrat of Bengal the deplorable situation tp 
which I was reduced, and the unmerited persecu- 
tions I have unremittingly sustained from lord Ma- 
cartney ; and I earnestly impl< 
ibrth a saving arm, and iati 
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ling power which was vested in tbe^, to cbc^clf 
Capacity and presumption^ and preserve the bonoui* 
fand faith of the company from violation. The 
governour-general and council not only felt the 
cruelty and injustice I had suffered, but were 
greatly alarmed for the fatal consequences that 
inight result from the distrust of the country 
powers in the professions of the Englisli, when 
they saW the nabob of the Carnatiek, the friend 
of the cotnpany, iLnd the dlly of Great Britain^ 
thus stripped of his rights, his dominions, and his 
dignity, by the most fraudulent means, and under 
the mask of friendship. The Bengal government 
had already heard both the Mahrattas and the 
Nizam urge as an objection to an alliance with 
the English, the faithless behaviour of lord Ma^ 
cartney to a prince whose life has been devoted^ 
and whose treasures had been exhausted, in their 
service and support ; and they did not hesitate to 
give positive orders to lord Macartney for the 
restitution of my government and authority, on 
such terms as were not only strictly honourable, 
but equally advantageous to my friends ^he com-^ 
pany ; for they justly thought that my honour and 
dignity, and sovereign rights, were the first ob- 
jects of my wishes and ambition : But how can I 
paint my astonishment at lord Macartney's pre- 
sumption, in continuing his usurpation, after their 
positive and reiterated mandates ! s^nd, as if nettled 

by 
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by their inteifcrratp, wliidi he disdtincd, in ro« 
doubling die fbry of his riolaioe^ and sacriBcing 
die publick and myself to his malioe and ongo- 
vemable passions ! 

^ I am, gendemen, at a loss to conceive where 
his nsdrpation will stop, and have an end lias 
he not solemnly declared that die assignment was 
only made for the support of war ? and, if neither 
your instructions, nor the orders of his superiours 
at Bengal, were to be considered as eflfectual, has 
not the treaty of peace virtually determined the 
period of his tyrannical administration ? Bot so hr 
from surrendering the Carnatick iarto my hands, 
be has, since that event, affixed advertisements to 
die walls and gates of the Black Town, for letting 
to the best bidder the various districts, for the 
term of three years ; and has continued the com* 
mittee of revenue, which you positively ordered to 
be abolbhed, to who(n he has allowed enormous 
salaries, from 6000 to 4000 pagodas per annum, 
which each member has received from the time of 
his appointment, though his lordship well knows 
that most of them are by your orders disqualified, 
by being my principal creditors. 

'' If diose acts of violence and outrage had been 
productive of publick advantage, I conceive his 
lordship might have held them fonn ard, in exte^* 
nuation of his conduct ; but whilst he cloaks his 
justification under the veil of your records, it is 

impossible 
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unpqs^iUq tgt reiMte bii ass^rtioi^, qr to ^tfo^ id 

to support hii cpOidwc^ ty a«*guw?nt^ ^le refers Uh 
those records, inhere, I underst^jtid, h^ has e^(^-i 
qi^igd $iU lu;^ wpl>i»try p«d in*U9ipi}?i ^isiiioa^ioos, 
to r?ndeir ip^ ^n4 R^y f4Q?ily o^i^xious ip the ejrea 
of (be cofppaQy, ^fi!^ the ^riti^h qatipa ; |i];id when 
the glQriQU9 victQrijB? pf §ir £yre 0P9tp bave b^ 
rendered abQvtiv^ by a constsMiit defici^npy pf siipr. 
plies } atid wbeo, since tbe depficture of that f Y-^ 
celleat general to Bengal, whose Ipa^ I d)u$t ex^t 
regret, ^ drea^dfi)} femine, ^.tj thfi plosp g( lfw?t year> 
occ8^siQn,?d by^is lordship's ftegloqf to l?ty up i& 
ayiftciept ?toqk pif gr^in at ^ pjoper ^jfftppn, 9Cf4 
from bis prohibitory orders tp private mercb^t? ; 
cgid when no exertipn bfts b^ep madei iiar a^rw^ 
tage gained pver the eneniy } whpa Jiyrfer's (l^ath 
and Tippoo's return to bis own dpinin^QOS ope- 
rated in xiQ degree for tbe benefit pf pur aflFj^r^ ; 
in short, when ^11 has been j^ cpptini^ seriis^ qi 
disappointment and disgrace u|idcr lord JV^^cgftt 
ney's managep^ent (^nd in him aloo^ ha^ t|ip ji^ 
nagement been vested), I wapt yprds tp cpprey 
those ideas of his insufficiepcy, ignpr^np^^ and p^ 
stinacy, wbigh I ;ip conyiqced ^pu wjouI^ ^ter* 
taij9, had ypp been ^pf^ctatPrf pf his ruinppa ai)4 
destructive conduct. 

* ' put against me and Wy sofl; .4w€*!r''ul-Qjntab^ 
\»3 bis iprd;rfjip> vetpge^pe .cfti^/ Jjpqsi flf^&ttfii} 
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tretk the compaily's own subordinate zemindars 
have found better tfeatment^ probably because 
they were more rich ; those of Nizanagoram have 
been permitted, contrary to your pointed orders^ 
to hold theirridh zemindaries at the old dispi'opor- 
tionate rat^ of little more than a sixth part of 
the real revenue ; and my zemindar of Tanjore^ 
though he should have regarded himself equally 
concerned with us in the event of the war, and 
from whose fertile country many valuable harvests 
have been gathered in, which have sold at a vast 
price, has, I understand, only contributed last year, 
towards the publick exigencies) the very inconsi- 
dprable sum of one lack of pagodas, and a fevr 
thousand pagodas-worth of grain^ 

•- " I am much concerned to acquaint you, that 
ever since the peace a dreadful famine has swept 
away many thousands of the followers, and sepoys 

.. .femilies of the army, from lord Macartney's ne- 
jglect to send down grain to the camp, though the 

. toads are crowded with vessels : but his lordship 
i>as been too intent upon his own disgraceful 
schenies, to attend to the wants of the army* The 
negotiation with Tippoo, which he has set on foot 
tlirough the mediation of Monsieur Bussy, has 
employed all his thoughts, and to the attainment 
of that object he will sacrifice the dearest interests 
of the company to gratify his malevolence against 
roe, and for his own private advantages. The en* 
Vol. IV. F f deavour 
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deavQur ip treat with Tippodr'tbrough the meaii^ 
of the : French^ must strike you, gentleoiea, a$ 
highly, improper iQid irnpoliticHi hut it must raisQ 
your utmost indigaatipp to hear, that ^y intei:- 
cepted letters from BaSjSy.to Tipppo/as well a^ 
from their respective vakeels; and froga various 
liccounts from CiKldalore, we have every reason tQ 
conclude that bis lordship's secretary, Mr. Staun* 
ton, when at Cuddalore, a^ bis agent Ao.settle the 
cessation of arms with the Frescli, vyaj^ informed 
of all their operations and projects^ aiid conse^ 
guently thai lord Macartney has secretly connived 
at Monsieur Bussy^ recommendafmi to Tipj)oo to 
return into tM Carnatick^ as the means of pro- 
curing the most adfantagecms terms, and furnish^ 
ing lord Macartney with the plea of necessity for 
concluding a peace after his awn ifumnet^: and what 
ibrther confirms the truth of this fact is, that 
repeated reports, as well as the alarms of the in- 
habitants to the westward, leave us no reason to 
doubt that Tippoo is approaching towards us. His 
lordship has issued publick orders, that the garrison 
litbre of rice, for which we are indebted to the 
Exertions of the Bengal goverr^ient, should be 
imtfiedijitely disposed of, and has strictly /orbid all 
private grain to be sold; by which ^ct he eflfec-j 
tually prohibits all private importation of grain> 
and may eventually caqse as horrid a famine as 
that which we experienced at the close of last yearj^ 

V . ^ . i ^ . . from 

7 
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terifi^ thVsanie'short-si^fed policy and 'dfefetructiVe 
•^|rfoKibaiohs oT IdPcf iV^ickrthey. "- ''^ '^ 
' '"^Biit as hfe has' the fabricarion of tli6 recorils 
4Ti*hTs own 'hands, he trusts to tKoiie "partBLrtfeprii- 
sentlatiotis of his character and conduct, 'becan^ 
the signatures' of Ihoi^e' members' of goverfemetit 
^hom he' seldom cbhsults, are affixed, Bs'd puhlidk 
sabctioW;' b6t yoa 'may form a jbirt iiJea of tbefr 
correctness ^tjcf propnety,*^\v1:jeH jdd are informeS', 
tfiait his \oM^rpl^up6r^'7hyndtidi7ig the heavy di^- 
'hursemenfs made for liedrtt service money y ordered 
the ' stents io' be htruck bff^ ^^fidthe accounts to ik 
irased'frhm ttte Caih-bbok of the compdny; and I 
iTrthk-T bahriot ^veydii' a better proof of His ma- 
ife^meht of my coutitt'y'and revenues, than by 
t^lftig ybiir attenition to Kis cdtiducl in the Ongole 
^bviiice,' and • by referririg'^bu to his lordship^k 
idhitHistifatforiof ydui^'6\trt from whence 

Ibe 'has brought to thefptitilltit account the sum of 
twelve hundred pagofcfii^ for* th^ last year's revenue*, 
yet blazons forth his vast merits and exertions, and 
expects to receive the thanks of his committee 
Md CobncHL-^ViRbi^ leave to refer you tb my 
ttiMtster, JaDieK M^cphetsdn^ esq. for a more par« 
ti6bW ft4tboant' (if my^afferings and miseries, to 
«irl^mir>lidveititui8idlhed copies of aUpap^^ that 
passed -Vr^b Hb lordBhtp, ' 

" I cannot conclude without calling your atteo- 
tioil to the kititation pf my different creditors^ 
whose daims are the claims of justice, and whose 

F f S demands 
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demands I am bound by honour, and every mafsi 
obligation, to discbarge; it is not therefore witb* 
out great concern I have heard insinuations tend^ 
ing to question the leg^ity of their right to the 
payment of those just debts ; they proceeded from 
advances made by them openly and hcmourably 
for the support of my own and the publick affiurs. 
But I hope the tongue of calumny will never 
drown the voice of truth and justice ; and while 
that is heard, the wisdom of the English natioo 
cannot fail to accede to an effectual remedy for 
their distresses, by any arrangement in which their 
claims may be duly considered, and equitably pro* 
vided for ; and for this purpose my mmister, Mrm 
Macpherson^ will readily subscribe, in my name, to 
any agreement you may think proper to a4opt^ 
founded on the same principles with either of the 
engagements I entered into with the supreme go- 
vernment of Bengal, for our mutual interest and 
advantage.-— I always pray for your happiness nod 
prosperity." 

6th September, and Postscript of 7th September 
1783. Translation of a Letter from the Nabol^ 

. of Arcot to the Chairmaii and Directors of the 
East-India Company. -^Received hika Mr. 
James Mttcpherson, 14th January, 1784. 

•* I REFER you, gentlemen, to my inclosed 
duplicate, as well as to my minister, Mr. Macj^er* 

80IV 
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tiott, for Hie particulars of my sufferings. There is 
Ik) word or action of mine that is not perverted ; 
Md though it was my intention to have sent my 
^on, Ameer-uUOmrah, who is well versed in my 
affidrs, to Bengal^ to impress those gentlemen with 
a full sense of my situation, yet I find myself 
obliged to lay it aside, from the insinuations of thd 
calumniating tongue of lord Macartney, that takes 
every licence to traduce every action of ray life^ 
and that of my son. I am informed that lord 
Macartney, at this late moment, intends to write 
a letter ; I am ignorant of the subject ; but fully 
perceive, that by delaying to send it till the very 
eve of the dispatch, he means to deprive me of all 
possibility of communicating my reply, and for* 
wardmg it for the information of my friends in 
England. Conscious of the weak ground on which 
he stands, he is obliged to have recourse to these 
airtifices to mislead the judgment, and support for 
a time his unjustifiable measures by deceit and im- 
position. I wish only to meet and combat his 
charges and allegations fairly and openly ; and I 
have repeatedly and urgently demanded to be fur- 
nished with copies of those parts of his fabricated 
records relative to myself; but as he well knows 
I should refute his sophistry, I cannot be surprised 
at his refusal, though I lament that it prevents you, 
gentleined, from a clear investigation of his con* 

diict towards me* 

*' Inclosed 



from the kjlli^ir^pfi.Viplifirfii: l/ hm^.thpmafid^ ^ 
/Ac same.kmij but this just powi received will aefvOft 
to give }*>u some idea of the pi^ericsB bcQughtltij^Oe 
ibi» my <Jevoted country, and the wretched rinh^-^ 
ts^Qts that rfmainjn it, by the oppressive Jiand of, 
Iprd Macartne/s mMagpj^ppt ; por \y ill,. the em-, 
t^zzlements of coUtetions^ thus obtaiujBd, when> 
brought before you iu,p;w^i^ppe^v Ip^ extraor-. 
(Jipajry^ wbi<f|j^i$ijififtf C(?r//?/Vj^ be d(m mju^ tinm.'' , 






iVanslation pf au Arze?, in, ithe Persia^ Lapguage, , 
from Uzzeem ul Doen Ca<wij^ the . Killidar pf, 

.Vellofe, to the Nabob, dated l§t September,. 
1783. ...Inclosed in the Nabob's Letjber to the, 

., Copr^ of pirectors, Septfipiber^ 17^?- brj:\- •:'. 
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** I HAVE repeatedly represented to your high*, 
ness the viqlepces and oppressi.Qps exercised by the, 
present amildar [collector, of rey^nue] of lord. 
Macartney's appointment, oyer the few ye^inainiqg^ 
inhabitantiS! Q^ the district of Vellore^ Ambore, 
Siaulguda, &c., , .,> 

" The outre^ges and violences Jipw comn^pttedj . 
are of tha^ astonishing natifpip -i^ ,^^re.,jnevert 
known or heard of during, the ; administratipn of 
the circar. Hyder N^aiL the cruellest, of tyy^flts.^ 
used every kind of oppression in thQ q^rc&r.W)un-; 

i . . • ..' tries : 



BOW puTrutru. SucL -Di tbe iiihi iiitants as had 
0a:aDfcL tue :sr.oT£* anc i»M*ai!i- a: H^'J^t XxJk, h^ 
tekiu^ TCiu^re iL 'Tilt vo(>:rs, and v);;j]n i.'Xf ^^suis 
of Vtslit^Tu. ^:i:. OL ti«t arriviti o: .-ore IvI^ci^rtnt-x < 
^miioar to Veliure, aiju in cijnser !xe.PCiC o: j ^< co^ JC 
of proieciiciL aiu. supf»ort, laasi cJie&r:4j y re:ora-. 
€Q u liit viita^c:s. st't a:»:a-: Ujc cikivalior of t^e 
ianafc, and wjUa rrreai taibs rtouiii their cc»:ta5CSi, 
-r-i>iit now tij£ ainii:*^! has iii::prisoned ihc whts 
and cniioreD of lAe iiiii&:jit&r.ts, seized the iew 
jewek tixal were od ttie bacies of the vomea. acA 
then, bei:>rt: liie laces of tbtir hi^sbfcncs. f.o^sed 
tbem. in oraer to mane UjeHi proi^ce other jewels 
aad enects- Mi.k± ht saii tiiev bad brried son^e* 
-uiiere uiider ground, and to male the inhabi^mt-ils* 
brins Liic inoDev, Dar^iristKndinfi: there was X*ot* 
no culiivcitjja id the counrnr. Teniiied with the 
flti^eiiaiJ >:>*.- h'XJL&^ oz taeic proJ jced their jewels^ 
and ixeiirh'Sf fcz^'pfcrel of tijeir women, to the 
amount of tei. or ifteen pagodas, which they had 
hidden ; oUieri, -wiiO declared thev bad noi^e, tiie 
amildar fioj«^ tijeir wofDen severe! v, tied coixb 
aitHiod their breasts, aod tore the suckin<j chil* 
dren from tLeir teats, and exposed tl)cin to iho 
scorching beat of the sun. Those childix^n dicnl, 
as did tbe wife of Ramsoamy, aa inhabitant ^4 
BriogpocMT. Even this oould not stir up ciMn(>ns« 
am in the breast of the amildar. Some of U\t 

childani 
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children that were somewhat large, he expose to 
sale. In short, the violences of the amildar are so 
astonishbg, that the people, on seeing their present 
situation, remember the loss of Hyder with regret. 
With whomsoever the amildar finds a single mea* 
sure of natthineey or Wee, he takes it away from 
him, and appropriates it to tlie expences of the 
&bindy that he keeps up. No revenues are col*' 
lected from the countries, but from the effects of 
t^e poor wretched inhabitants. Those ryots [yeo- 
men] who intended to return to their habitations, 
hearing of those violences, have fled for refuge, 
with their wives and children, into Hyder's coun- 
try. Every day is ushered in and closed with 
these violences and disturbances. I have no pow^ 
to do any thing ; and who will hear what I have 
to say ? My business is to inform your highness, 
who are my master. The people bring their com« 
plaints to me, and I tell them I will write to your 

highness V* 

Translati(») 

* [The above-recited practices, or practices similar to them* 
have prevailed in almost every part of the miserable* countritt 
ou the coast of Coromandel, for near twenty years past. That 
they prevailed as strongly and generally as they could pre- 
vail, under the administration of the nabob, there can be no 
question, notwithstanding the assertion in the beginning of 
the above petition, nor wiH it ever be otherwise, whilst afiairs 
are conducted upon the principles which infiu^ncethe present 
system* Whether the particulars here asserted are true or 
false, neither the court of directors nor their ministry hava 
thought proper to enquire. If they are true, in order lo 
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■null, find I^iudfi^ «^ iis^ff^ MIik^i'^.v a i^ 



I PRESENT wy re^j^'U W^ >>i>^\| ioisA w^ V4| 
ndl here, wishing to h^^ A'tHjumuly ut ym \wl* 
five. 

Your peasher VwieatroyUw \m^ \\\m^h\ \}m 
ViMeel Bakeeii and deUverdti ilmn U) imu, uh »^/j^»i 
«rAaf you sent him for mt *o iMi\w /m wj/ «^i*7k.r, 

bring diem to tJhf^t U^4 IfiM^riii^yi M a^mjcIu Ig l^tf (uuvirti 
that ifae coioplftifit w/m 4m4« t^km^ m4 iht ky M h/m>l 

to tlie court vf din^ior*, 'JCUw m^vv i» uuv ul liiv Ji^* luju itf^^ 
t!fftwunttt«4 t>)rtb« juUm>1)| in |>ioot u| hu vinKt^ ^ti iniiu^' 

_^ ■^ iff 







which I have done. My master at Jirst refused to 
4fi/^ it,' became ht is wm€quaihted)nith' ymr dSi^ 
pi^ifiofiy or what kind of i a ^inBon you are^ . «fiut 
lifter I made encoh)iuin» oq yoixr gaodhess. * and 
greatness of mind, and took my oath to- the satme, 
aqcl that it tcouldnat become pubkck,' hut be held 
as precious as our liv^^, ^ master accepted it 
You may remain satisfied, that I will get the On- 
fiole l^qsinet^s settled in your name ; I will xause 
t)ie jamaub\jin4^e to be. settled agreeable to ybar 
desire. It was formerly the nabob's intention to 
give /this business to you, as the gpvernour kndws 
full well, but did qot at that time agree to it, which 
you must be well acquainted with. 

Your peasher Vancatroyloo is a very careful 
good mAn-*-4ie is well expeKencerf in business — ht 
has' bound me by an oath- to keep all this business 
secret^ and that his own, yours, and my lives crc 
responsible for it. I write this letter to you with 
the greatest reluctance, and I signified the same to 
your ^peasher, and declared that I would not write 
to yo« by any means ; to this the peasher urged; 
that if I did not write to his master, how could he 
know to whom he (the peasher) delivered the nuy- 
ney, and what must hi/s master think of :it ? there* 
fore I write you tim letter,-and send it by my ser- 
vant Ramatnah, ae^ompanied by the peasher's ser- 
vant, and it will icome safe to your hands: after 
perusal you will send it back to me immediately— 

until 



antiL I mcsbro: ik I dim t lik^ tfh^t my vicUtalB* or 
takeany deepw Xoia: pea^b^ look bm oatjby ai^ 
uqg^ me tQi iKiite lihi& foe jioar $abaiacUQO> ami 
hip cngi^iel to me tbafc 1 :>bd]l bav^ I^ih li^tt^r (^ 
turned to me itt tbe »pace of tw^lv^ <^\s» 

Tbe pceseot ^veraot^r ii^ uot Uk^ th^ lic^io^r go« 
nei u u ma' — he fe a wry gfeat loan in Euro|)0— ^u^ 
all the great loett of Europe ar^ mwch uWigoU la 
him for hb GOQdesceii5ion Ju »cc^pUi\^ {\\^ gWW'^V 
ment of thia place* It b hU cu^toiu \\\\{^\\ hu u^^kv^ 
friendship with any one to cuiUiuMi) it uUv^^^^i, ^uU 
if he is at enmtjf with mij/ oi^<?, h^ na^^r u iH {k^iUt 
till he has worked his ik^f ruction i he iv u^^i^^ ^4 - 
ceedingly displeased with thi^ mihah^ ioni j/uH mlt 
understand by and by that th^ mhub'^ bu^iiw^ 
cannot be carried on} he (the nahuh) will h^vu mq 
power to do any thin^ in UU owu ad'umi yuu 
have therefore no room to fear hiuh \'ou »w.i> rt;- 
main with a co\\\xm\\ix\ iiiiud — \ Jcdiicii tl^c g^i- 
veraour to write you a \v\\r\ fi^y ytfuy tuDJai iuni; 
the goveroour said \u: wo'jI<1 '1'/ n^f winu liii; hi^ti- 
ness was settled, 'j'l.i/-. U Ua \ jhn mu.-.l pi Mi.t; j» 
soon as pos&iUl^;, \x.\A m :*d it iyo' 1-. yviili iill ^j/rcd 
Vy tbe bearer llauiadoo; uM^oiiii^.i.iu d l^y i.Jjjrc or 

lour of vour p<;opl< , to ti.c 4.i»d li.at. uo t^r/iidtut 
may ba(>(^;ii 01. tii<: ioa*d. 'j i.c^t* ^am^Ac Uiui^t 1^ 
CMrdered to liiuici. iti ti^: nii^iil oiiiv, siud to arrive 
here will: Xui: jjtciitcot di.j^utclj. Voj sent ten 



ui angoes 
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juangoes for my master^ and two for me, all which 
I have delivered to my master, thinking that ten 
was not sufficient to present him with. I write this 
for your information, and salute you with tea 
thousand respects. 

. * 

ly Muttu Kistnah, of Madras' 
Patnam, dubash, declare, 
That I perfectly understand 
the Geotoo language; and 
do most solemnly affirm, }^ Muttu Kistnah« 
that the foregoing is a true 
translation of the annexed 
paper writing from the 
Gentoo language. 



(Signed) 



THE END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME. 
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